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I received serious complaints from my brother and others, of 
the Charter-master at Omaha, he being unprincipled, drunk atii-i imef- 
ficiemt. I immediate!?- investigated the case and relieved him. 

Colonel Moonlight's response to ray instruction? were that th^ 
Legislature of Colorado would not aid us and I insftir-oted him to put 
the troops guarding towns and settlements in Colorado on • our two 
linen r communication and let the towns and settlements take care of 
themselves. I said, "you have . >ow the control of all troops in 
Colorado and with militia you can raise and operate against the 
Indians on the over-land. 100 teams left here for Denver on 
January 2 rd . " 

Tills dispatch 'brought prompt action from the officiate of § 11111 " 
Colorado. The fact is Lioonlipdt « s metho- 1 a '-ere not judicious in ■ 111 , 
meeting these people. As soon as I got, into communication with ... 
them myself, I had no trouble. 

On February 15th, T sent the following instructions to Col. 
Ford at Riley: 

"I desire you to be prepared as soon as you receive horses to 
move into the country between the Platte and Arkansas Rivers and 
break up the bands of Indians said to be located there. I desire 
to have you move at the Same time that movement is made on the North 
Platte, The Indians that went north after the Chivington fight, 
have crossed South Platte, and are nor so,ie sixty n ' les south of the 
North Platte. These Indians must be punished, their women and children 
■captured and held as hostages. The posts at Lamed i Zarah, &o . should 
be protected by works, stockades or earthworks. The Orders' 41 and 42 
pr omp t ly and e f f e c t i ve 1 y car r ie d out , " 

On February 21st, having provided for every movement on the plains 
1 returned to St Louis and received the order fromi Washington that 
a Nation-' 1 Salute be fired on Feb. 22nd it Test Point and at every Fort 
Arsenal and Army Headquarters of the United States in honor of the 
restoration of the Ping of the Union Upon Port Sumpter. 

On the same date, I also received the following letter from 
the President to Governor Fl. -toher acted Fashington, February 20, 1865. 




or 
•?■>■■ 



1 %j *-* s * , 

alone, 'Can not this raj schievous distrust be rev/.ove^? Let neighborhood 
meetings be everywhere called and held, of all entertaining a sincere 
purpose for mutual security in the future, whatever they may heretofore 
have thought, said or done about the war, or about anything else. Let 
all such meet, and waiving all else, pledge each. +o cease harassing 
others and to make common cause against whomever persists in making, 
aiding , or encouraging further disturbance. 

The practical means they will best know how to adopt and apply, (/ 
At such meetings, old friendships will cross the memory; and 
honor and christian charity will come in to help. 

Please consider whether it any not be well to suggest this to the now 
afflicted people of Missouri" 

Governor Fletcher's letter enclosing the President's letter to 

me was as follows: 

City of Jefferson, Feb. 25, 1865, 

1 enclose you copy of letter of President Lincoln received today y 
for yuir information. It, is passing strange that he is still unable ■ 
to comprehend Lissouri affairs. 




Mis so 

conse 

cond 

a policy. " 

■"■ made no answer to this because the policy that we were follow 

V 

ing was settling matters in Missouri and I knew it would not be long 
before the President would have knowledge from all parts of the State, 
Governor Fletcher was getting his civil officers in charge In nearly 
every county in the State. He was hampered 'in carrying out his plans 
by the war department turning down the proposition in relation to fur- 
nishing militia to take the place of the troops. This matter was 
referred to General Grant again and he made this endorsement upon it: 

City, Point, V a . Feb* 24, 1865. 

Respectfully returned. 

The 'reports of General Dodge and Governor Fletcher, of wis sour i, 
were referred to me in the handwriting of the Secretary of Far for my 
"report and opinion.." I believed, and 'believe still the proposition 
of Governor Fletcher Is the best we can do for the interest oi tae i, 
service ' The troops he will call out will be turned over to 
n - -it^oriii and rill foru. a part of the national forces. As 
U V 3 \ Adti °l \ l 'i '^} ' thev will -o into Kansas or Arkansas, as may be 
defenders of kissouri, they will ,.oi decided that these 

necessary, 'in pursuit ox ^vaole s ii J ^ fl a] x , t s 

troops cannot be received it will Le adv ^ab ^ to ^^ 

raised in Missouri by f J^^^ ^Sv, living him new troops no, 
and supply th e ^f-/^ c f ^^hus taken from him. 
be in? raised to t,u_ tn p U.S. Grant, 

Lieutenant- General . 
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1 received ? • ote from General Pope asking »ie ik -"- A - L ^e 

rebel forces on Ked rivor^in thn.i vlcinitj and 1 dent n - the' follow- 



■ing report: ■- 



St. Louis » I.lo. Feb. <s6, 18o5. 



"For t' e informs t, ion of the iiajor' General vAii^tuuiine; o-l.^iv, of 
u , rifW - j0I1J .i , t suonlt fenc'- Information as^hmre rulftU™ to wiu _ 
redV'i fnrcg on the Red River and in t: at. vicinity. _ 

"' ' . ; l Cf , V'lT'fcio-'. c tn^dwaittfi, flpns &c. have ootnnandB near Camden^ 

Boy^y roootl fashinfftbn, and other points lr. the Choctaw «J«^-"- 
«- ;-,r ,,-.,: f ] I, v > ry 1P i + y«v C nr- to fit thuir co:/:,i-.mncl io.f wie £xt>ld 
iw'ptVnrr/oqiiiWinK, "era ng &c. They *re said to bs in pretty good con- 
ditTor :'- nf- t*4t. ^mv<* bee- there say it in the general tax* uhat 
„. ; w ; -, ^pi-e'a raid north early in bite spring, or as soon &i> grass 
,'. v . v yV "' i> 5 W* in vt^oi^-i universally Relieve t.h'H Price is again 
eominr r.orth". Deserters 'from the Amy say tin t he tails bu,ai no IB 
rojiv bad;: tc- hismnri end '^rums, .but they also state that Uixn is 
f,a3d'"'t.V hoKl the Dioscuri- recruits with hiri. • 

tt,» c ir.pclinp Mfficers are generally dissatisfied with tnt; manage- 
ment ard 'do"riot"h©*it£te to denounce Price and his. late campaign, 
T ,„ r f i'. ... 0P j r H.-» n w- n f Prcie'e mosieraerta 8 re oontu gent upo i ;-.ny 
Vovauicnt in'vexftrt or Arkansas, on our part, that nwy Crej. t^b utten- 
tior i 1" -one ir, -pscIo he v;ij mnkw a movement north, ant; re arc men 
froi*' here" "nov: in his camp, rho will on tneir return, he able 1.0 give 
J ,;!rt].e Inforartion." I an convinced that .bout liOO lexa* cayal- 
,:,; in'vor.hrjr. f ,nd Chermon Cnnnti.es, Tew- p., r.re nreparir^ tor a raid 
'"''' \ n v* : v:r>r. SF.fi by na y of the Heosbo Valley. 1 propose to uro tne 
troops -1. I^rnst" Scott and Kiloy to check it. ^ _ 

T ,_ „,,,.. „ re . ..,,-,,. G f oirr r'c^i'nonts of rebel envm;.'"- oi f^«oyii «-caa*' 
mand uintoring on OroKloe 8 s radge, north of the Aransas Kiv-.r, mils 
is the- ml-* oryy.ni?ec! force north of /rto-nin^a river, 

Ge.nerr.l Tope informed me that there was a yood doal oi' friction 
at lew Orlonns in rolotion to the command of the P- corps thore; that 
General Canby desired to place W. V. Smith and Gordon Gmnyor in 
eonnnnd onci hope sr.id he th mtrht General (Irani was inclined to send 
me down there. 1 note In the Far Records that General Orrnt on February 
20tr cent t>is dispatch to (leneral Kelleck; 

City Point, Va., Feb. Q0,"i.B85. 

lajor-.ypnerrl Xr.llecV; 
. r rashinfytoii« 
It vii 1 not "do for Onby to risk o-„ ?, ?.. n j th with ruiy xuiX.xtt»ry coinm • 
ir.erxd'wnatever. T % e moment ' Uanby Bhoufflfl ditfsr with ^in i.. jndyment 
pi to -hnt j- to ho dono, n~M re -cwld ho ohliged to differ or yield 
to ho'.n entirely, he won Id got no iurthor r.orvice out of hi«i| duf on 
■tnc contrary, he world be a clog, let Smith continue on the n*unc duty 
ho has been" detailed for, 

U. H. Grant, 

Li cut enan t -Gene rai 

On February 20th, General Ha. I leek Fjent the fol lowing to Oeneral 

r Cf.nby: - 

Hdors, Arj-y ? 

Tashington, Feb, f:8, 1865. 

Ife.jor~ilefi.eral Canby, 

Iot/ Orleans. , . . . 

lly dear Dt-neral:- Your privsto letter §f the 15th is just received . . 

Both Grant and Thomas asked that hi J. Smith be given an army corps 
' before he left Tennessee. His appointment was, therefore, a foregone 
conclusion, but the Secretary left the organization of the troops to 
you. i think Smith deserved it, and that you will find him all you 






can desire in the field. I also think highly- of both Steele and Granger 
but General Gran<&- found much fault with the latter in the West and 
does not deem him competent for. a large command". I know nothing of 'the 
cause of his want of confidence in Granger, but he said to me very 
emphatically , "Tell Canby not to gfve Granger any large command, 
.for if he does he is certain to fail*" He used nearly the same lan- 
guage in regard to General Hurlbut. With regard to W. P.Smith, he 
refused your application on the ground that "Balcly" would either 
command you or thwart all your operations. I don't think Ge'ne.ral 
Grant's j u dgment of men by any means infallible, but he has had 
considerable experience with all three of these officers. Banks is till 
lounging round Congress and the White House, very bitter, I understand, 
on you and me* I think he and Butler are about played out. J hope 
your expedition will be off before this reaches you, for General 
Grant is very impatient at delays. and too ponderous preparations. He 
says that nearly all our generals are too late in starting and carry 
too much with them.. Sherman* s army is certainly using its legs to 
great' advantage. There are various rumors of cabinet changes, but I ■ 
do not think that Mr. Stanton will leave the War Department at least 
not for the present." 

011 General Grant recommended that Canby be relieved and 
that he proposed to send, as soon as he could spare him, General 
Sheridan to that commando 

On March 6th,. I received the following letter from Mrs, Jackson 
of Pulaski, giving the condition of the country after .Hood's army 
had passed through there: 

but Bo%d« 1 S 8 i W Sl™ 1 tS7 e tMi e ? 1 ? d to , toclen y° u with a letter, 
opportunity ? haVe SdTantl reaSnf 7 Va !l°ZU? of **£?*, ^ ^ 

' .eneralYSaV^ ^^^T^^ 1 ^^ "SuST* 

that managed the peLif so wp?T ?1 no -conunander during the war, 
loyal and disloyal ihtt hho M alSnl^ ° ^ dl8tlMti °n between 
that the rebels would f eel as wtiTH & M& f &f &nd in mch a ma «ner 
' nine loyal, not ml "ipo^eJads" Lr VkLf* * . SPeak 0f the «<»- 
have taken the oatb to 1 rSL ? know many hundreds that 
that have no Aspect ?or our^^ernLS? t0 make m ° ney in some sh ^> 
»ere it not for the bond ZulTnat wt° r any ° f its a 6<-nts; and 
in violating it. Yet The Present ?« ^ c °T elencioU5 scruples 
who take it; and the officers n? nL Promised protection to all 
Jion. 1 would lik^tf see ner°L? wK S °rf OT ! nt afford that P^otec^ 
"faith by their wor^ ^rSSTLSJa}^ tllT^ ^ their 
fen whTSiS SSL h S^^°SSZi t l "J 5 "? -Sgaetlng things, 
"Stars and Stripes" and enloyed ZlT,°JjT flag * the dear ° lf 
cursed the loudest and lowest t oLJ r J 8 ! Were thosc who ■ 
to hear the D— »q *««,«*£ i? 8 * closed our doors and tried nnt 

fifteen reSe? BoMlil^°^^^\^^B. r hat notf^on 
tols drawn, in a yarJ o?T Sid £?*%£?* ? n the st ^ with pi B - 
repeating it) .- D f. d LincoLite ^f^ur^usS^^ (pard ° n m « for 
old s-n- of --....ad entertained him lllLr, t to carr ' r news ^ that 

*? P dld.V end C ° l0r@d ohilSren tS seh& h0 «Li^nf- + SaVe ° rders for 
wny didn't you go with the v^i, n ii\ ^ ' •Lmcolra.te are von 9 

?£.**?* -5-"* old LlnooSnl2 n Sat b lly:; ?S *"*'* g ° We ^e ^ me 

nave him dead or all ve ." "We will ?ij! v? er ?» your hust >and and will 
axm teach hi m how traitors should wear crilt° ^ c ? lonel and let 
with fury to me standing in +Z Llf 5 crav at':.» ah thls w .. . 

drawn on me. I thou^^tES haf co™f Z^? three evolve" ■ 

die true to my country t + «?S *t me to die * and I intended in 
conditionally; IMn/m dead T^tL^f for th - Union? aSS ul ° 
xxoat over me$ md n f t the Sl^at leaf tt^t S + tars and Stripes ?o 
-ntry, and the men who foS?*^^.^^^^ 6 ! H. He ' ■ 
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threw his hand up to strike me, as 1 thought, quick as lightning* 
I drew a pistol from my pocket already cocked, remarfcing, the instant 
you touch me sir, I will kille youj just at this critical moment, 
an officer, Gapt Narwood, whom I had known in former years, and my 
husband had befreinded him when he difficulties, came attraced by 
the noise, and saYed us- I suppose from being murdered,. That occurred 
as the army went up. But when the retreat conmeneid, but we buf- 
fered. The Ballentine family who were always proving- their loyalty . 
to yon by sending papers up by Wilcox, sent a Captain with fifteen 
wounded, and impressed two rooms, of our house for a hospital, and 
a good many persons declared their intention of having uss sent out 
of the liner. If they had held the country, 1 should have prayed to 
have been sent, even if we had sacrificed everything. we possessed on 
earth. They had our factory on fire three times, stole everything 
out §f it, mashed in the doors, and damaged about $7,000. 

Our town is torn to pieces, you would scarcely recognize it. 
It serves it right as being the strongest secesh county, except one, 
in the State . The people have sown whirl-wind and must reap. 

How are we to pay our debts General? Te have no gold nor silver 
having always faith in the' paper of our government , we have never 
sacrificed it for gold. Since it has been made a legal tender, we 
have tried to pay Mrs. Margaret Mason, a dmighter of Mrs- Ballentine , 
{8000 due her as last payment on the factory* She refuses to take 
it; although dunning my husband repeatedly 'for pay, when we did not 
have the means to meet the debt* 

We are petitioning the authorities to permit ur to buy cotton 
and start our mills again* We have a good many operatives that are 
loyal people, poor deserving people, that are entirely dependant up- 
on their own exertions for support, and they have nothing to do now 
the factory is idle. Mo. Jackson went to Washington, but you know 
. he could not accomplish much* If we should finally get permission 
to start up, we intend shipping our goods to Cincinnati- as fast as 
made. General if I were not fearful of wearying you, i would speak 
more at length about matters at this place. 

I trust there are no disagreeable effects remaining from your 
severe wound*" 

On March 7th, Governor Fletcher had come to the conclusion that 
he could take charge of the State through the Civil officers and 
he issued the following proclamation: 

State' of Missouri, Executive Dept* 
Bw , :,_ City of Jefferson, Mch. 7, 1865. 

Whereas there no longer exists within the State of Missouri 
any organised force of the enemies of the Government of the United 
States, recognized as entitled to the usages of war among civilized 
nations | and ■ 

Whereag the supremacy of the civil law is the desire of all 
godd citizens and its protection to those who obey, and its infliction 
_ of known and just punishments on those who violate it. are the ends 
for which governments are established, and the restoration of its 
S«S e Li S c! h ® S0 Je Purpose of the armed forces of the United States 
ana the btate of Missouri: 

Mi^nJTl l he / efore * I» Tho f^ C Fletcher, governor of the State of 
^ « T « nd co ™f nder -i^chief of the Missouri Militia, desiring to 
£fhi?t?If ? Cl « zen an opportunity of uniting with the civil S 

tllZ^nit*i°^ the T« 0t ! ati0n ° f peace and order ^ the basis of 
the administration of justice, as embodied, in the -civil law, before 

lT F antZTtTTttff tf iTC 0per \ tions ** «*e military force 'nw being 
...organized to effect the common object s do invite all men who have 
not made themselves infamous by crime to unite together for the 
support of the authority of the officers and lawef and to LkS common 
cause against whomsoever shall persist in making, aidira o? encS 
aging any description of lawlessness j ,-nd 1 do her ebv rf quest toe 
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ju d g es a f justices of ^P^"^- [^1 Se^thcr^ ^ 

SS ^th fna ional sta ut .. to arrest and M^ to *eep the ^ 

SrJ rf "«£.SS™" «r" minal iaJs^.f th, United States for 
aoperlnoe' belorf ana trial in the D. S. courts; and all Judical 
and ministerial officers of the law are requested to apply to the 
^«,.«?m111tarv district or post commanders for such escort, 
Suarfor miSSry force as ma? be necessary to enable them to effect 

these *^=^; monr whereof i haV e hereto set my hand and caused to 
>» afflxBd the areat seal of the State of Missouri. 

Dole at tie city of Jefferson this 7th, day of March, A, D 1865, 
of the Independence of the United States the eighty-ninth, and of 

the State of Missouri the fortyfifth. 

Thomas C. Fletcher. 

. This virtually settled our troubles in Missouri. Now and then 
a guerrilla band annoyed us to some extent but nothing but what the 
State Militia could take care of. 

On March 8th, 1 sent/ another report to General Pope as to the 

troops -in the south as follows? - 

Hd.krs, Dept. of the Missouri, 

St. Louis, Mo. March 8, 1865. 

Capt. J. McG Bell. 

Asst. Adjt~Gen. Military Dlv. of the Mo. . 

Captain :■;■ The following information derived from reports of scouts 
and ft? on Lt. Col. Hayes, Twelfth Kansas Infantry, who has been a 
prisoner of war at Camden, Shreveport, Magnolia and other points in 
southwest since April last on parole, is submitted for the information 
of the Major General commanding the Military division of the Missouri. 
Two weeks ago the enemy's forces were holding a line from Washington 
to Camden, thence down the Washita to near Alexandria, thence south. 
Their forces were posted as follows. At Alexandria , Buckner with 
his division; at Grand Bcore, a small force at work on intr e nchments; 
at Minden, twneyt-five miles east of Shreveport, Churchill's division 
9000 strong; Harmaduke&s old divisiiaiij Cabell's and Siemens* brigades 
watching the Washita; Shelby's division in northwest Texas, head- 
quarters at Clarksville; Walker's divisitat, no?/ commanded by Forney, 
at Shreveport, where Kirby Smith* s headquarters are. Magruder com- 
mands at Arkansas. He has a small ' force posted at Washington and at 
Camden (now said to be withdrawn) also a force at Boggy Depot. At 
Sherveport there are two iron-clads and on the red River fifteen 
transports. • Their troops, except the old Missouri veterans, are 
poorly armed, badly equipped, and in a very poor state of discipline. 
All guerrillas and conscripts taken out by Price were dismounted, and 
placid in the infantry. Many are deserting and most of the guerrilla 
hands are working back into Missouri. ' The troops fear a campaign 
against them this spring, either up the Red River or by way of Ark- 
ansas, and most of the troops are so disposed as to meet such an 
advance. 

Price's raid is considered a disaster, and there is no talk 
now of another, except in case no campaign is made by us against them. 
They look for a movement against them and hold that they can con- 
. centrate 40,000 men again; t us, but admit that i'f one is made in force 
they will have to fall bf»ck into Texas. There is no doubt that a 
large number of guerrillas and conscripts are preparing to come back 
into Missouri ao soon as leaves come, 'and that they believe Canby 
or Reynolds are about making another campaign against them.- Orders 
from Richmond have reached there to transfer those troops to the 
east side of the Mississippi river. Many of the officers are- in favor 
of it j but the soldiers, especialljr those from Texas, Louisiana and 
Arkansas will not go. Officers admit that to do it they will Jaave to 
break up into small parties and they believe if they do th is they 
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will never be able to get the men together again* It is certain 
that the Missouri troops are the nucleus around which the army is 
held and is the element that holds it together* Many circumstances 

are. related elearjry proving this fact. When Walker tried to cross 
the Mississippi his troops mutinied* A rebel captain was ordered 
shot for "being a leader in it and he had to be executed by Missouri 
soldiers, as none others would do it. Ho efforts had been made two 
weeks ago to.crosaany troops . to east side of the Mississippi. 
Colonel Hayes thinls when they ascertain that no campaign is being 
made against them, they will make an effort to do this: but it will 
fail and they will, in the attempt, lose a large number of men from 
desertion, and to satisfy the Missouri troops a campaign will be 
made against the pofefcs in upper Arkansas and Kansas* All able-bodied 
negroes were being forcibly collected in camps, but as yet none had 
been organized and armed as soldiers. 

1 am. Captain, ver". respectfully your obedient servant, 

G. M. Dodge, 

Ma j or - gene r al „ 

The question of taking care if the refugees still continued to 
be a very costly one to the Government, Mr, James B, Gaels. 
dJf'iSt. .Louis, who was taking some interest in it, called upon me. He 
was opposed to any further assessments and 1 agreed with him, provid- 
ing we could raise the money any other way, 1 pointed out to him 
that these refugees were on my hands and by order of the War Depart- - 
ment 1 had to. -raise the funds outside of the War Department to take 
care of them and he proposed that the bankers of "St. Louis -should raise 
$10,000 for that purpose if it met my approval. 1 immediately accepted 
the proposition and stopped all further assessments. 

On March 29th, I received the following letter from General 
Puller at Golsdborough giving the progress of Sherman's campaign: 

"I was much disappointed that I missed seeing you wh.en I went- to 
Louisville in November andagain in January., I would have gone to 
St. Louis had t.'.me permitted, but 1 had to hurry back first to be in 
time for the Georgia campaign and next for that" through South Carolina. 
The trip through Georgia was a pleasant march with but little fighting. 
Through S.C. we saw hard times, no great battle, but what with the 
infernal swamps and the continual skirmishing, it was no holidav. 

At River's Bridge, on the Saltkatchie, at Che raw and at Benton- 
ville, my command was somewhat conspicuous. At the latter place, the 
64th 111. went within 200 yards of Joe Johnson's headquarters, compelling 
Joe to jump on an orderly's horse and ride for his life. The sur- 
prise was mutual. We did not know Joe was there, and he didn't expect 
us; and the fact is we both got out in time to save our bacon. If 
the rebs had been prompt in their movements, they could have taken in 
the small force (1800 or 1800 men) which was reconnoitering at least 
a mile from the nearest end of our army. Nobody but Gen. Mower would 
have ordered such a movement, but we got' out of it luckily, owinr 
to the utter amazement of the rebels. '" 

I suppose a campaign looking for the possession of Richmond will 
open soon. The line of the Roanoke I judge will be Sherman's .first 
object point, and if he can succeed in throwing 'his army between 
Johnson and Lee, why it will bring on a devil of a fight, and Lee 
will have t o get out of Richmond. If the war is to continue long, 
I think Lee will trans-fer his army to Montgomery, holding Augusta if 
he can also. Of course this will involve to him the loai of a great 

!, , mat9ra1 ' bllt J think his chance for a long pull better in 

middle Ga. and Ala. than where he is. But we shall soon see. John™ 
son s army is estimated at about 40,000 less than half the force 
Sherman will have, 

I shoudl enjoy sitting down to give you orally some, account of 
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our recent experience. At Columbia I could hardly help swearing at 
the manner in which our boys "rubbed it in" to the chivalry. Three 
fourths of the entire city was licked up by the fire* Hundreds of 
families including thousands of women and children were gathered 
together in groups in the park, and on the vacant lots, sitting upon 
the few -led clothese and the little furniture saved, presenting the 
most disconsolate picture you ever behild. As one lady said, This 
is perfectly terrific, " Sherman told them, "I didn't burn your town; 
you very injudiciously dealt out whiske'y to my soldiers, and the 
result is a d----d big fire* But in any event you should :.':ot whine,. 
The country has been in a blzae for the past three years, you applied 
the torch and you must not whine when the flames at last reach Col- 
umbia." 

One simpering Miss Nancy requested from our officers a special 
guard, assuring him that in complying he would be .protecting 
"some of tie pe-urest blood of South Carolin. " The devil I w-uld," 
said the Captain- "What color is it then, white black or yellow?" 
This illustrates fairly the reverence felt for the pe-ure aristocracy,, 
In short, it is my private opinion that Souther Carolina, as the boys 
say, "got a belly full", and if common reports be true, nine tenths C 
the women sailed so sweetly on our boys that it is believed they have 
a little Yankee in them! 

1 shpuld be very glad to hear from you when you can find time to 
write. We recollect you. General, with a great deal of satisfaction, 
and should be glad to serve under you again. 1 b/-ve been hoping 
that some order would come along, which would have transferred me to 
your Department before now." 

On March 31st, 1 received the following letter from General 

Oglesbyi- 

Springfield, March 31, 1885» 

^Lt. Jonas was promoted to rank of G aptain Feb. 23, 1865, and his 
commission as such sent to his regiment now with Sherman, not know- 
ing at the time that he was with you at St. Louis. 

I have directed the Adgt„ Gen* to send him a duplicate to your 
care at St. Louis, Mo. But for this he might have been mustered a 
month ago. 

Do you not think the times are looking better? Is not the war 
near its end, and will not our troubles s ©on be over? God grant all 
these good things; 1 am truly glad we both are in a fair way to live 
to the end of it. 

I am thinking some of going to see Genls. Grant and Sherman in 
a short time, won't you come up and go along -with us? 1 would like to 
bear your staff during the trip, I will be absent say three weeks, 
have been thinking of running down to lew Orlenas this spring and 
should 1 conclude to do so will likely tgo through St, Louis and your 
•headquarters, in which event 1 shai:, be after a very long pass. 

Have you confidence in the rebel forces; you or Gen, Pop© 
are huddling up to send out on the plains this spring— have not been 
thinking much of them. 

I will be pleased. General, to hear from you at any time or 
to nee you at any time. I prohibited your passing through this state 
without coming through Springfield and my house, upon this condition 

you are at liberty to pass, and 1 will order a safe guard against 
Missouri bushwhackers* M 

_ On March 31st, i Knot Phillip Hense.n, the scout who had been 
inside the enemy's line for so long and whom 'I had made .:.. -p. great 
efforts to release, cane to my office in St. Louis. He was so 

emeaited that I did not recognize Mm. After hearing his story, 1 
asked him to put it in writing and I submit it herewith: 
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"In accordance with your instructions, I herewith submit the 
following report of what occurred, to me since I left your head- 
quarters" in Mississippi on secret service in the spring of 1864. 

Trhile at Tupelo a Miss., where the rebel General Forrest then 
had Ms headquarters , I was told by two confederate officers that 
Forrest wanted to see me. So I went to headquarters, when the Adju- 
tant General put me under arrest on the charge of he in a federal 
spy. They kept me these for half an hour and then sent me' under 
guard to Meridian .Miss, to Gen,, Lee s s headquarters. I reached 
that place next evening, Gen 4 Lee was on horseback in the street, 
and the guard went to him and said they had a prisoner for him, sent 
by Gen. Forrest. Gen. Lee then turned to me and asked where he had 
seen me before, I told him at Tuscaloosa, Ala. (He had released me 
there on the first of April). Fie told the guards to carry me to his 
Provost Marshal , which was clone 9 and I was afterwards taken to 
prison. This was a little frame building without a floor or boards 
across the sleepers, I got some baards to lay on. There were some 
three or four other prisoners there and. they were chained to posts 
with log chains. I remained there for two days, when I was sent for 
by General Lee's Inspector-General. He examined my papers 9 and ques- 
tioned me about a great many things™ in regard to my position- how 
I caiao to get into such graces with the federals &c. I told him my 
position- hew 1 was operating. 1 was wo.rki.ng for both the confed- 
erates and federals. 1 had papers from Gene Ruggles, G&Idstone 
and Ferguson and from. Lieut, Gen, Polk. I brought valuable information 
to those head quarters, and gave perfect satisfaction at all times. Th 
Inspector General wanted to know how much salary 1 was receiving from 
the federal General. I told him I could not say that I had received 
scarcely any s but I thought from four to seven hundred dollars. He 
asked "That was all in gold, was it not?" I said, "No, all in green™ 
backs." 

He ordered me back to the guard house, The next dav t was sent 
to Demopolis by a guard. On our arrival we reported to the Provost 
Marshal, who sent me to Maj. Collins, of Polk fl s Staff, He sent me to 
prison ai once. That prison was a tolerably decent ore, fhev won In 
not, allow mcJ to have any communication with any body, bv letter or 
otherwise,,, in. any shape., and I could not even send word" to^my t»-s -Pe. 

I was placed in solitary confinement, and. even the guard was* 
n0u alxowea to speak- to me D 1 sas kept there two weekq aW th.™ 
put, me in irons and sent me to Mobile, where I arrived on S-°s^th 
^;^^r\r e ; % 7 rons were iaten off Dy the order of the Probst 
^':i ,! ^.t l ;, iJ ; m0p0l V lSa , X was ke P fc lri the Provost Marshal's mard " 
c^ZU*^"* ^ n ^^V~ WaS pUt in . What the * Calle the "Oamo of 
Zt?^: .'^' .""Haing is one story high, brick, and was former"^ 

eock^%: f ,:ri;°\f aC " b0r y °™ d b y aK Englishman and called "* 

C nl '!^ .J;? y , put p ^-Pound bail on the right 1 
u " clil1 J -* J ^° 2v xeet long,, with one <=>->•, d h^i i * ■?-•, ->-^ „..- 
i>o my iOit leg, The oeii was about ei^htv feet *"'+->-" 

" , , " i"" 1 •""'" u ° ^"w-«-i- tne air or light, was ir*»^+ c.™,-,-, --,,-,■. 

and m almost perfect darkness even et'^d-^V ^ «^", OJ " v AwC , iUJU ? 
TOor a space of some si- t^rt in n 1 \ \~ ? » ^ *- - A CoUxd move abo ' ut 
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,,..„.. -, -, .. ;- --"" •*"•" j.aouiij,uien, io .Live on r»ot"f^«t "'hi -- -,-> 
cms alrowen hut t w n mo^.i« « ^„,.. T , . u - 4 - u -'-a^^oij« ana 
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fhfC,T r -, ... A . ;" • i ,"* VJ - 1 - cl ■■'J-Ace oi an ordinarv ha '----* r-°" i-^- 
oiu.nk as ore hand, and a small «j P ^ ,,^ k,.;,.. ^^ ^"^ ° lo<x: - » aa 
varied by my gettw n *• ■» „ b ' ; ,^rr ?"' ueiu0 ' 1 '° ' Lms was sometimes 
of the sma^l ni ?0 IVV:;i ^ttie larger than a sardine in nlaee 

h-i-h r,:^!: ^cuii. iiy next meal was simper, at r ^ 
a h^r Xt ^° r ilo * ett a Piece of bread lik ■- ' 
<* /«;■<■ 1 pint o.i. rice Dolled in wat-r t-'t 
aatij. im.on 1 bought it and f or - " 
the '" " " 
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my trial. I was allowed to have counsel and I employed two lawyers. ' 
They caused my trial to be put off to get witnesses and proof. 
Between that and the last of August three witnesses were brought 
up for the confederate Government to establish those charges. I re- 
mained locked up in the dark cell, in irons, until the 8th of Septem 
ber, when they hand-cuffed and sent me to Meridian Miss. My lawyers 
told me that the confederate commissioners tibld them that (Jen, Forrest 
had come totthe conclusion that 1 would be released if I remained in 
Mobile, so he. ordered me to be sent to Meridian, Miss. I was taken 
there under a heavy guard, who had orders to carry me there dead or 
alive. 1 expected Forrest would hang me when 1 got there , so I watched 
my chances to get away* On the cars 1 broke the hand-cuffs off, 
but a man who v/as sitting opposite discovered me and informed the 
guards. 1 told them it was done accidentally - that 1 was tired 
of sitting in one position so long, and that as I stretched my arms 
the chain broke. The guard appeared to .believe- my statement, but 
they fastened my arms behind me with a rope, afterwards taking it off; 
however, at my request, as it was too painful, and the broken hand- 
cuffs were put back onme, I then went quietly along till I got 
to Meridian. The guard watched me very closely. At Mer d ian the 
hand-cuffs were taken off of me and 1 was shackled with a big iron 
ring on each leg 8 and four links of a li»g~chain between them. I wore 
them from the 8th of September until the 27th of December, when I was 
released by Gen. Taylor, who was in command of that Department . as 
soon as Forrest found it out he ordered me re-arrested and confined 
and 1 was put back in the stockade/ This stockade had in it four log 
cabins, about, 12 ft, square each, I occopued one of them. 1 was fed 
with a pint of meal a day, a quarter of a pound of bacon, or a pound 
of beef* That is all were allowed. After molasses came in, we 
were allowed a gill a day, but we were not allowed to buy anything of 
the citizens only by an order of the Provost Marshal, which was very 
seldom gratned. I was confined here till the 20th of February, 186 jfe y 

On that day, they started me east under guard, with a lot of 1 
prisoners| going as conscripts to the Virginia. Army. The orders from 
Sen. Porrfest were, that I was a spy, -• traitor, and the most dnagerous 
man^in the confederacy- that 1 was to be held in close' confinement 
during the war under strict guard. The officer in charge told me I 
was gomng t . "ichmond.. I traveled about 75 or 80 miles on the Meri- 
dian and Sfcbwa. railroad, and when the train was wooding and watering 
at a tank, I stepped off the car, walked back about a hundred yards? 
from the cars and laid down in some grass and leaves in a ditch, where 
I remained until the cars started and then I got up and made for Marion, 
Ala. I walked 16 miles on the railroad that night to the house of 
#lLiS e ™ mine, Mr. Turnlow, Hamburg, Perry Co., Ala. He was a 
^Mnion men and he treated me like a father. 1 stayeri there four davs 
iJ^S; m { wa l k °i 15 mi } es used "»e up - m y feet, unused to travel, 
were skinned* Mr. Turnlow's nephew, who belonged to the Amy of Vir- 
ginia, was at home, wounded. They were so satsified that he was not 
fit for service that they placed him on the retired list, and he 
had papers to that effect. He gave me a paper from the rebel War 

lrZtT^%: h } Ch * "Tf USe * ere X was not known » It was an order 
■ t f w ^f to report to ~an officer at Marion for Special Service 

Sail Sid lt P CiJ r e ? Ut an A order blowing me to visit Blunt! Ma? ~ 
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so I got my nephew to carry me within a mile and a half of the Ten- 
Bessee, wnere X expected to strike the gun-boats. My nephew 
iftLS? ?l 1 i B ^ dl f r + h J? Self and belon S s to Roddy's command. Fy first 

*GenSal Somae » mZrT.T tin ? X * Uem Pt°<* ", I made thl gun^aat 
LrenexAi ihomas. They took me abaai-d at once. Capt. Martin was in 

SS5S? d *i ^ aSk ? d m6 *? ere J wanted t0 €° **« I to P d hiS to Genera? 
Dodge ■s Headquarters. He did not know where Gen, DodFe was £® norai 

asked me what I wanted to go there for. 1 said I was LaSaintS ri t* 
SS'nJ"!} Wa f ted *° S«t there for further- ine?"ctionl This the 

23d of March. Then he took me Into his private room and asked L 

and^ftooTcnre^oT 11 "^ / t0 l d hlm &boSt ^ -P^etnd^oSiS Lent' 
and he took care of me- and used me well. My cousin was the Mint 

23 ifnef i^ ?? 5V*\ ld eeport. The place ttere 1 struck the fU- 

?iirT S Ca * led Lost Landi »S» on the Tennessee River. On the 24th 

Sen. Thomas' heao^uarters -,t w,«wT, f Ha ff hal > Bh0 forwarded -ne to 
gave m e P.J»P."nrSSS^o?ioS: a ^"i;^J "?f V I 11 , 1 ? "»J- Hofftum.A.A.0. 
I came right throuph then Jti,.... .,, S * Loul s to Gen. Dodge. 

. The DepartS fif SissLSnnf 2Z„J° ^ ' B f ldBl "-" "WW 
Alabama and East LoTJlslam ?J -Si ™ hraoln 8 the states of Mississippi 

quarters at Jaota Forrest has noT" - %° m - Forrest > »••«- 

Taken wmfr?h^: f ssL?y' P siL 3i s? r ? f "^ h ' ^-^> 

i'c, nosary Public, St. Louis County Missouri " 
After Hensen v,as captured, hie ,if, c«e to me and I Wished' 
the a oney for the purpose of e n pl oy i„ s Berlin Da vi S; ^^ of presl . 
*»t B.VU of U, e confederacy to defen* hi m „ Hensen not on!, acted as a 

evidence, X don-t taOT exactly „hat it .as that convinced him that Hensen 
-- -, W - .„ playlns w .. to Polk anfl ffaa ^ " 

:i::r tiy -^ ^ ■— — - •- . - * ^ ..l: 

: the ene,, y had fuli ta o»ed E e of everything within our lima Be 
-« * the en eay , country, but the infection he brought to „' 

-U. "a story, it shows that wh«e D avis did not believe that h 
could successfully defeat Mm lnHobell h „ ( ,tt "" 

Selma and durin fi his S ' ° hange ° f VOme to 

curing h ls movement from Hobile to Meridian 

S.1- through the operations of our own peo , 

t« ""P.. *hen he ieft me T ""' ""* *" "" S ™ 

him most of hi s trouble, ' . ^ Wh ° haci ^ e " 
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St. Louis, March 31, 1865, 



"This will be handed you by Phillip Henson„ who will state his 
business, and 1 solicit for him such aid as can consistently give him* 
1 can vouch for Mr. Benson; he was probably one of the best, if 
not the very best man we ever had in our employ, and the information 
given us by him in all our campaigns was of incalculable benefit to 
. us, and deserves our assistance,, I have no hesitation in endorsing 

him fully. Implicit confidence can be placed in him. Hie men 
■ Cossett and Peunell at Corinth, who. endeavored falsely and traitorously 
to swear away his life should be' brought to punishment for it." 

On March 20th 9 General Grant recommended that Arkansas should be 

merged into the same command as Missouri and Kansas, holding that any 

defense of those two states must be made on the border of Kansas and this 

was also in preparation of the movements he proposed to sake later on in 

the south* On March 21st, General Grant wrote the following to General 

Po>lt giving the preliminary campaign that was to be made into Arkansas 

and Texas: 

City Point, Va., March 21, 1865* 

Maj. Gen. J. Pppe 9 

Commanding Mil. Div. of the Mo. 

Now that Arkansas has been added to your command, 1 think you will be 
able to concentrate force enough to take the offensive against Price 
where he is, or at least meet him before he makes any progress north- 
™t : , I , e not given the matter sufficient study to ea^ how this 

5??5}«?J f V?J J- e S ve the detalls for y°u. 1 presume"' the great 

t/fi^ll you will. lab Dr under will be getting your supplies in. season 
iZ£ 4 th °o?f«wive. j have dlreo ted that an new organizations 
«!i^+ r ? iSed in £?Y a ' Nebraska > Minnesota, and Wisconsin be ordered to 
. report to you. This will give you some 'additional force, feut I am unable 

wnrLS»M«S" / m ° ng the + new tro °P s ^ub 'added to your commanfth^e 
?i:+ J" QOub * e ?ly be many veteran soldiers. But it can hardly be expected 
that they will equal for the field those now in service. w<* d 5 m 

rSueiSSi TJilL th l Be ne \ tvo ?^ in garrison as far a S losTilleTtnt * 
reiieiving the older troops for the front. Your present Missouri fornp 

LV.T^T J °l W } U WMlt t0 kee P where toey are. If Jw can mk ud 

ass sa « -^x^^^iS^^ 

left what was deemed sufficiint to hni^ +L i J 5°* ther © ^as been 
all the enemy who are suppoeef to haw t Ll™ 0f « the Arkans ^ against 
advance, therefore, or to f!llnw th! !„ ^\ S against it. p Q r an 
must be 'able to raise qtiitfan armv troTVJ he S *° tl(i ad ™ c ^ Jon 
in progress may end in such ?esui?S 2^?« &% , quarter - Movements -now 
enable me t send vou fSnl !f, J within a few weeks so as to 
mat, mmn to the oJernmnS ottt J^i a?r / ampaisn jou may want to 
you want them, thSrSu^pro^ti,^ ° f ^ff! 8 ' If S0 * and 
the movaMLe force about you can ht S"„ " rlte me as soon as ^ou can 
what you propose; also what ™ tnli/ your P r '? sent resources, and ' 
additional tSoops cou?d be added! Pr ° P ° Se d ° lng if » ***» 25 ^00. 

U-. 5. Grant •, 

■ Lieutenant-General 
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During the ;.u.nM ■ or months of December, January, February 
and March, the engagements of the troops in Missouri with the bush- 
whackers were almost daily. There were over 100 oonfliots, with 
more or leas killed and wounded and captured. Under the order #7 
the states commenced gating quiet, as soon as the rebel familes 
began to leave and as soon as we convinced the citizens that they 
were responsible for the acts of these guerrillas. A large number 
. of the citizens went north; some on to the plains and settled in 
Idaho and Montana. Years after, when I was building the Union 
■'Pacific Railroad, ma „y of them took part in that work and I remember 
■; that some time during the , eo'., as I was going through to Portland,^ 
• ^ stopped opposite Boise^ "look at a proposition of the Union : 
. Pacific of irrigating a portion of that country. My car was standing 
on the side track opposite the station, ttile I was away one day 
a committee of citizens who had left Missouri under order #7 loaded 
the hack of my car with fruit. They said there was a time when, if 
they could have gotten me in their country, they would have hung me 
but they came now to thank m e for the great favor ! had shown them 
in forcing them to settle in the Boise Vailey, where they had become 
well off and had fine f rult farms , ^ SQ ^ ^ ^^ & 
B reat grievance at the time, was really . great benefit to them 
During the time 1 was in command of Missouri, i advised a 
g «at many of these settlers who couid not live peacably at home, 
both union and rebel, to F0 Qn +n fhe> „- . 

S ° ° n *° the P latos » a«d many of them follow. 
ea that advice. 

Court Marshals and Commissions were continually in session in 

ITa T 71 ^ °" iZenS "" ^ 11U " —- — . 
end a great nan y f them were sentenced to be hung and were 

and 1 was grtatly pleastd when the State fVn 

one biate fell fully undmp the 'Civil 
Law and the mlUtary wtre irirtmally r «i w ftd ^ ' 
duties. ■ . ' *«"eTed f rea any tixrtter civil • 

*/• ..■'"' ■ 

On March 23 rd, there came a terrible snow storm on the plsins- 
- worst of the season. There was over two feet of snow on the ll 
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and on the same day our barns and hay station at Ft. Kearney were 
laurned . The barracks were saved. 

I sent Major North with his two companies of Pawness from the 
Pawnee village on Beaver Creek Northwest to Powder River for the 
purpose of attacking the Indian Yillages and forcing the Indian 
bands on the South Platte- north to defend, their villages* Major 
forth followed up the Loup Pork and was near the point of the Black 
Hills, somewhere near Rawhide Greek, when this storm came and it was 
with great difficulty that he saved his command, craftsmen as the 
Indians wrre, To saYe his horses he had to abandon his trip north 
and finally lost one-half of them and had to Chache his packs, but 
saved all of his officers and enlisted men except that many of them 
were partially frozen This stora has been known as" the worst 
ever experienced at that season of the year. Aftef the storm, the 
thermometer dropped to between 20 and 30 degrees below zero. 

On March 29th, I sent the following instructions to General 
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St. Louis, March 29, 1865. 



The "District of the Plains" was formed so as to put under vour 
control the entire northern overland route,, and to render effective 
the troops along it. With the force at your disposal you can make 
Ylgorotas attacks upon the Indians, and punish them so that they will 
be forced to keep the peace; they should be kept away from our lines - 
of travel and made to stand on the dfensiYe. Sufficient infantry to 
hold most of the posts will be sent you from the regiments raised from 
confederate prisoners in our hands for service on the plains. They 
are officered' by our own men. Depots should be designated whire we 
can put in one years supplies. These depots should b© well fortified. 
An engineer from these headquarters is now out examining them I 
think these depots should be at Port Kearney, Cottonwood, Juiesbure, 
Ft. Laramie, Ft. Halleck, Valley Station, or some point between Jules- 
burg and Denver, Denver Ft. Lppn and Utah. As it is each station is 
a partial depot, whereas with a few depotss where other posts can draw 

Z°r^ s J e ? a f PUt P r °P er staff officers at them, and have nur stores 
properly taken care of and protected. 

~nrf «n T «l 0Ver i and . Diail and tele S ra Ph must be protected at all hazards 
and no excuse be given or allowed for stopping the mai3s* 

+ ™ir,o I* -? fr ° m th f Se h « ad< iuartera prescribe manner of organizing 
--n?«f ** ? I° U ?? st see that no interference with emigrant or 
Sjil ate J*** 1 * ia allowed. The troops that have been layinr at the 

tlTiT^r 1 ^ 9h0nM aS S ?° n aS P° ss *^ be reUevei/aSd put in ... 
ohe fields j I hear many complaints of t'-em. . 

™ +rt Bvta B f ig * G ? n * P0Fd leaves Port Larried in a few days with " 
? w to operate against the Indians at the Cimerone. The force ? 

£th HI fllt^^J aM he may requir " e Thpy will also cooo/ 
-?i SS; S r T let0T1 s troops, who are holding two routes frowF 

™ lLlTfl nd ° Re ^° °F P0rt Atchison on ^e Arkansa 
H11 K f°" ar f °? the ground and are therefore the best judge 
-ill be the best use of your tooprs s their disposition at pw 
. f ou are a stranger to me, but I have p aoed you in cor 

anl ZfSt^/ ^ 111 ?? nd 0l1 your «""•«*«£ to the comSon 
and infuse life, discipline and effectiveness into the force 
you and give the Indians no rest.. 

You will report by letter semi-monthly your operatior 
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telegraph me at all times -ny thing yon may havd of sufficient impor- . 
tance. 

Contracts or purchases made except by my order or the order of 
the Chief Quartermaster of the Department, met with trouble in being'' 
audited and paid , in .fact they are unauthorized, and 'should be made 
only in most urgent cases and to answer a present emergency, and where 
you cannot confer' with Col 8 Potter or .myself , by letter or telegraph." 

On April 4th, I return -to St. Louis and received a vis-it 

from Admiral Lee, who commanded the United States navy fleet on . '. 
the Mississippi "River. I returned his call on board his flag-ship^' 
and salutes were fired. I had a long consultation with Admiral ^ 

" ' '" ' '" ^ 

boirosmanufactTirored to look like calces of coal. We started an V 
investigation to try to detedfthe parties. Coll J.. H» Baker, ;£ 



Lee In relation to the destroying of boats on the river through 
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tskf Provost Marshal, had, through his detectives gotten- on to a 

line of smugglers from St. Louis who were in the habit of sending ^ 

the supplies to Mamphier to parties there and then they were sent* ^ 

through the line to a burying ground that was outside the city ^ 

„ n • ' ^s « fun era.) ^ 

limits and they were put in Let riyiS and passed out A to this burying^ ^ 

with fkt cvt-e-w^ v-e txta -v*+ «>ig i*-^ fr&w l.h 
ground through our pickets .out examination. We detected this and 

notified the St. Louis and Memphis parties. As far as we could 

learn, this had been going on for five or six months. He -also run 

into another line of operators there who had invented an air gun 

for the purpose of shooting the prominent Generals and people in 

the service. I had h\ d a private letter from the War Department 

telling me that there was a conspiracy and men had been appointed 

to sfaoov u^'^Crenerals and for us to be very c aref ul and not to go 

out unless we were guarded but 1 knew if a person wanted to shoot 

men, it would be impossible for me to stop it even if I was guarded 

t , 
and therefore 1 paid no attention to it. I was living at the Lyn-~ 

dell Hotel at this time and one afternoon I took my family out to 
drive. I'f was just about dusk when, I left ifae family to go to' the 
head quarters for some purpose 1 was sitting on the front seat with 
thfet driver, a colored boy s and between'' the Lyndell .ho tel and my head- 
quarters, I heard a shot and the driver fell _ on my- shoulder. I dis- 
covered that he was shot. 1 did no-t stop but drswe directly to the 
head quarters. The matter was kept very quiet with a view of 
detecting the parties. 1 suppose this shot was intended for me. 
•This put us on our guard again and we were very active in following 
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our line of investigation up and we detected, and arrested , after 
Prasidnet Lincoln's death, parties supposed to be connected^with- 

that c&HC-^t.^, They were sent to Washington at the time of the 
trial. Gol„ J. H. Baker made a report on April 25, 1865 in relation 
to these matters, which will be found in the Records of the War of 
the Rebellion, Vol, 48, Part II. Series I. Page 194 and 196. In 
this report Col. Baker gives the names of a great many of the men 
engaged in the burning of staamboats^ano says that over seventy steam- 
boats owned in St. iotiis, had been destroyed by fire alone and of 
this number only nine had been fired by rebels in arms. 

On April 5th, I received an order from the War Department 
to organize an engineering regiment in my department. The order 
was soon after countermanded on account of the surrender of Lee. 
On April 3rd, we received orders to fire a national salue in honor 
of the capture of Petersburg and Richmond by General Grant. 

On April 10th» I received the following dispatch from the 
Secretary of War: 

"Dispatch just received from General Grant's Adjutant 
General at City Point announces the triumphant success of our arms 
after three days hard fighting, during -which the force on both 
sides exhibited unparalleled falor." 

On the same date I also received a dispatch from General 

Grant' s .headquarters that "General Sheridan commanding Cavalry 
and Infantry has carried everything before him. He captured three 
brigades of infantry, a wagon train and several batteries of artillery. 
The' prisoners captured will amount to several thousand." 

On April 10th, I received a. n order from the Secretary of 

War to fire a salue of 200 guns at each post and arsenal at mid-day 

' in commemoration of the surrender of General Lee and the Army of 

Northern Virginia to Lt. Gen, Grant, When the order was received by 

Governor Thomas C. Fletcher, he answered, "We have nothing to fire' 

with; nothing in the capital of the State to sound 'forth the joyful 

news." The following is the order received by me; 

War Department 9 P. :■.;'. By Telegraph from Washington, D. C. 
April 9th, 1865. To Major General Dodge. 

The Department has just received official reports of the 
surrender this day of General Lee and his army to Lieut . General 
Grant, on' the terms proposed by Gen Grant. Details will be -given 
as soon as possible. E s M. Stanton, Secy* of War-. 

Headquarters Army of U. S. April 9th, 1865, P. M. 

To Hon, E. M. Stanton," Sec. of War. . 
General, Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia upon 
terms proposed by Myself'.. The commpanying and the additional cor- 
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respondence will show the conditions, fully. U. S. Grant, Lieut. Gen. 

War Department. By telegraph from Washington, D. C. 

'. • April 19th,, 1865. 

To Lieut Gen. Grant. Thanks he to Almighty God for the gre at 
victory with which he has this day crowned: you and the gallant army 
under your command. The thanks of: this Department and of the Govern-' 
ment and of the people of the United States, their reverence and honor 
have been deserved and will be given to you and the brave and gallant 
officers and soldiers of your command for all time, 

1. M.- Stanton, Sec of War, 

War Department, Washington}. B.C. April 9t, 1865, 9 P. H. 
Ordered that a salute, of 200 hundred guns "be -fired at the Hd. 
Qrs. of every army and Department,; and at every -post and Arsenal in 
the U. S. and .at the military academy at West Point, on the day of 
receipt of this order, in commemoration of the surrender of Gen. 'Lee 
and the Army of Morthern Ya. to Lieut. General Grant, and the army 
under his command. Report on receipt. and execution of this order to 
be made to the Adjt. Gen. of the Army. 1. M. Stanton, Sec. of War. 

On April 10th» 1 received the following letter. from Col. 

Hoyes of Cincinnati: 

"An applogy is due- for my not answering your very kind let- 
ter, long before this. I received a note from Ma j. Tichenor, enclosing 
extract from your official report ;of Georgia operations, and some time . 
afterward your very complimentary ^communication. It was just in time 
for our City convention, and did me good service in stopping the mouth 
of an infamous and unscrupulous slanderer* 

: In the ■■Convention, ■■■■!■■ received' -the -nomination- -for ■■■city- ■ solid- 

tor, by acclamation and a few days^ ago was elected by a majority of 
over seven thousand in a vote of less than seventeen thousand. So I 
am comfortably fixed for. the next two years in any event. 

I thank you very much fo^r the exceedingly kind and conmiendary 
sentiments you were pleased to express in my behalf. It is really 
a great consolation for the loss of my limb in battle, that I had the 
approbation of my commanding General, Acknowledgement would have been 
made on receipt of your. letter, had you remained in St, Louis but the 
newspapers announced that you had headquarters in Kansas, in the north- 
west, so I waited to know definitely. Another note from Ma j . Tichenor, 
however, informed me that I could reach you &y directing to St. Louis. 
1 answered the Major immediately. : 

What glorious intelligence reaches us from the East, 'The. 
last great .Army of the Confederacy has been whipped and c aptured, «nd 
the rebellion is tottering to its "fall. There is every reason to hope 
that, peace and prosperity will soon return to our distracted country 
again, thanks to, the able Generals and brave soldiers, who have fought 
and" suffered for the common good. ; It is pleasant to belive that- when 
the integrity of the country is reestablished, and honor of our flag 
vindicated, a grateful nation will not forget its defenders, 

1 congratulate you upon ;the distinguished success which has 
crowned your efforts during this war. You may be sure that all you have 
done is recognized and appreciated by many thousands of people in the . 
north, whom you have never seen, and may never meet. They only wait 
'an opportunity to express their admiration and regard. For myself, 
I -"hope 1 may sometime be able to make proper return for all your, kind 
ness-' to me. . [ 

Swayne of the 43d Ohio (now Brig, 'General) is in Columbus with 
his right leg off above the knee. ■ 1 saw him three days, agf, and found 
him in good health and spirits. He- is rapidly rfecoverin-g. 

I am well, -and am regaining my strength and vivacity. Hope 
soon to be able to run about on two feet again. 
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May I not hope to see you- at my own house (on Mt. Auburn ^ ' • 
in Cincinnati) before many months?; I should he delighted' to have 
you visit me." . • . 

On April 15th, -at midnight, I was awakened by a messenger 
with the messge notifying me of the' assassination .of President Lin- 
coln and Secretary of §fetf f W. H. Reward cautioned me" to .make prepare- 
tions for' any uprising that might occur, oh account of the. effect of 
the ass as saltation upon the citisens of Missouri. The fear was that 
the union people of the State might .rise up against those of southern 
sympathy. 1 immediately called in to the city of St. Louis, all the 
forces that were near and stationed them at the different police stations. 
I issued an order which was placed in the morning papers for all citi- 
zens of the State, and especially in St. Louis, to remain at their 
homes; that no gatherings would be : allowed on the streets and that all 
the jsru&GHlfiSShouses would be closed.- ' ■ This order was obeyed and the city 
of St. Louis was so quiet' that it was oppressive. ' 1 immediately 
received from many of the distinguished citizens of southern sympathy, 
letters' showing ; "their great "distress" at" the great "Calamity." 'It' seemed 
to effect them more, possibly, than' it did the union men and the after- 
noon press of the city came, out with statements from prominent citizens, 
conveying the 'same sentiments and if there was any feeling on the • 
part of the Union, people, 'it was- dissipated- by the action of the 'rebels 
and' southern sympathizers. They knew Miat a friend Lincoln had been 
to them and .at the close of the war what a help he would have been in 
the reconstruction, and they were all fearful of Andrew Johnson. 

I received word from the; War Department to go to Springfield', 
; *'l Illinois with my Staff and part of -my command 'to attend the burial 
/■\j" services of President . Lincoln. I took my place at the head of the 
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military procession; and it was the : saddest sight of my life. The 
streets were lined with thousands and thousands of people, evidently 
in great sorrow and distress and at every .step, we could hear the sobs 
of the sorrowing crofi^and every little while a negro, would come out and 



drop down on his knees and offer- a 
whofifi was not in tears, and when I 



prayer. There 1 was lardly a person 
looked around at' my troops, i saw 



many of. them in tears„ As we paid the last rites to this, great man, 
the sorrow was universal, for it was one of the greatest calami tes or 
this or any other nation. . : 



The Secretary of War, Idwarcl M. Stanton was in the funeral 
procession and no grief was keener than his and it was fitting that he 
as passed the strong heroic soul away, should pronounce its eulogy: 
"There lies the most perfect ruler of men the world has evern seen." Why 
t, he most perfect ruler the world has ever seen? Because he was the 
perfect ruler of himself." "■■ 

Lincoln was a man of keen :vision, of almost prophetic ken. 
He penetrated almost intuitively the- thin veneer of patriotism which 
A % often covered : |s»elf . He was not deceived by the wretched shams and pre- 
.# texts behind which men, under the pretense of serving their country, sought 



■;"' 



,f 



7! 

'upon to see, in all its naked deformity, the titter selfishness of self, 
and yet, notwithstanding, it all he 'believed and rightly believed, that in 
the main and on the average the plain people wanted to be, intended to be, 

a** ' : 

and a*tf, right. 

With his trained reasoning faculties, he reached conclusions' 
which were far in advance of the general thought of the people j henc§, 
: in thought, In speech, • in the discussion of great fundamental principles, 
: Lincoln was a radical; and yet in administration, in the discharge of 
executive duties, where he was called upon to act for others, he was a 
conservative. He said to Greeley, 'Chase and Stevens and others of like 
fiery temper and spirit* "You are theoretically right but practically 
■ wrong. If 1 am to lead these people I must not separate myself from them. 
Whatever my individual '.'thoughts may : be, whatever the logical, conclusions 
of my mind, based upon the premises : which I admit to be sound and true, 
: nevertheless, 1 must not separati myself from the people. I'f I am to lead, 

Iiraust stay with the procession." 
: ,/' / Lincoln embodied in the mind of the people two great issues 

vp that were really only one— the preservation of the American Union and 
f 'P"t the abolition of slavery. At the root of both there' lay a moral principle 
and both appealed with overwhelming force to sentiment. They were so 
' plain, so vitidly defined, that no sophistry could obscure them, no 
shrewd debater reason them away. And so, back -of him were the masses of 
the people, their eyes fixed with pathetic faith and loyalty upon that 
tall, gaunt, stopping, homely man, who to their minds meant everything 
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thst makes a cause worth dying for. 

Lincoln's great ability, his pure administration, his kind 
but firm hand has disarmed al3 criticism, and today no one names him 

but in -words of respect and love, and his name the world over, is 
coupled in the trinity—Washington, Lincoln an^ Grant, the creators 
and saviors of the Union. 

On April 16th, General Pope received orders from General Grant 
to make preparations for carrying out the campaign to Texas and I 
received orders from him to commence arranging to coneentrate what 
forces I had in the "tate to take part in this campaign. Al" Depart- 
ment Commanders had received instructions to offer to any of the enemy 
in hie front, the same terms that were given by General Grant to General 
Lee and on #JMfVl 24th, I sent Lt. Col. C. T *'. Davis, Asst, Provost mar "hal 
of my staff and Capt. G@o. E.Ford to Cape Girardeau with a message to 
Brig, Gen . Li. Jeff Thompson and all the confederate forces subject to his 
orders. They met General Thompson across the Arkansas line and he 
expressed a willingness to surrender but said that hi?-, force was very 
much scattered, Lt . Col. Davis asked him how and at what point it war. 
best to concentrate and parole them and Gen. Thompson told them he 
thought if they were notified they would receive rations from the Govt, 
that more of themrwould come in than for any other reason. It was agreed- 
thst they should be concentrated on May 29th of, 1?, itshburg on the St. 
Francis River and Jacksonport on the Fhite River-, This agreement was 
carried out and a stea.iboat under Lt.Col. Davis on May 20th, loaded 
with rations, proceeded to "'itshburg and Jacksonport and there met Gen. 
Thompson and his command) of 636 officers and 6,818 enlisted men -ho 
were paroled. In the agreement for the surrender of the psrole, they 
were to bring in their arms and their transportation, but were allowed t 
retain their horses. The arms which the'- brought in were good for noth- 
ing, be in^' old shot guns and muskets, the'y keeping their good arms 
They did not comply with Thompson's orders in any way and he made s speech 
to them which is celebrated. He fold them -they were a much larger number 
of his force than he had ever ha--"' together before; that many of them hnd 

been laying aroun- 1 the bayous until the moss had grown over their backs. 
He told them if they could not come in and obey our laws and be satisfied 

with the generaous terms given them, they had better go to iiexi-co. When - '' 

Col, -Davis asked ■ 
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Thompson had surrendered to me -with- . some 10,000 wen 
in the spring of 18G5. I sent a steamboat to 'White River, Ark., 
with provisions to feed his i.ea and Parole theit' . They had come 
in without .their arms and many of then, he had never seen and lie 
n .1 a cl e t h i s r e m a r it ab 1 e spee ch t o t h e m . 

" Gentleiiien: ' I have come here to have a little family talk 
with you as this will be the last time I may ever meet you together. 
I have come here to tell you the news, IVany of you don't know yet 
that Vicksburg has fallen and many of the don't know that Lee or John- 
son lias surrendered, but I tell you it is all true. IV any of the 8,000 
men I now see around me , very many of you, have been skulking for 
the last threi- years in the swamps within a few miles of your own homes, 
skulking duty and during that time have not seen your own children. 
I see many faces about me, that have, not been seen by mortal man for 
the last three years, and what have you been doing all that time? 
Shy have you been lying in the swamps until the moss has grown six 
inches long on your backs and such men call themselves "Chivalrous 
Soldiers,"'"' A few weeks ago Gen. Geynolds sent a flag of truce to my 
headquarters, and I sent out to gather up a respectable force to meet 
those officers and not one of you responded; a few days later when 
Ool. Davis 'and Capt . Bennett of Gen. Dodge's staff bore. dispatches 

"to me from that General, i again attempted to call about gne enough of 
you to make a respectable show, and hoi many of these brave 8,000 men 
reported at the. call? One sore-eyed man with green goggles, ■ But 
you rally like brave and gallant men around Uncle Sam's Commissary 
stores, and I now come 'to surrender you and hope you will make .better 
citizens than you have soldiers. (Voice from the. crowd) "General, 
talk to us like gentlemen." Mow you just dry up until I get ' through 
and then you can get up on this barrel and talk. -I know there are 

some gentlemen here, and I know there are more d d sneaking, 

cowardly dogs who "have never done nothing on nary side, and I am 
going to talk to you all. 

In the first place, I want to say this to you:; The Federal 
officers who have come here to parole and feed you, have acted as 
gentlemen in good faith. They have not gone about peeping under your 
coats to' see if you had pistols; they have not spied about your camps 
to see if you were secreting your arms, but they have treated you as 
gentlemen; but I fell you that you have not acted in good faith. 
Those of you who had arms with a very few exceptions, have left them 
home, and those who had Government horses have failed to report them 
here. Mow let 'me say. to you one and- all, those of you, who have re- 

'. tained your arms, as soon as you get home take them to the nearest 
military post and deliver them u-p, or burn them, or get rid of them 
in some manner, for as sure as there is a God in heaven, if they are 
found in your houses, just so sure will your houses be burned to the 
ground and I hope to Go'd every one of you who keep .good arms or pro- 
perty of any kind in your houses... will be hanged, and you will too. 
Now I want you to ' go home and work hard and take care of 
your families, work early and late' and get up- at night and see if your 
crops are growing. Above all things, avoid political discussions. 
If any man says Nigger to you, -swear that you never knew nor saw one 
in your life. We have talked about the niggers for forty years 
and have been out-talked, we have fought four years for the niggers arid 
have been d----d badly whipped 'and 'no?/ it is not "your put." The ' 
Yankees have won the nigger and will do what they please with him and • 
you have no say in the matter. If they want him they will take him 
and if they say that you must keep hi in you have to do it and no mistake 
I tell yom that you have no say in- the matter, and you ought not to 
have any. Go- home and stay there, don't ''go any where but to mill,, 
don'-t go to church for the ministers will put knots and mischief in 
your heads and get you into trouble. Be good citizens, and then those 
ofpyou who have- been good, honest and brave soldiers have nothing "to 
fear, but I warn those of. you who have been nothing but sneaking- co- 
wardly jay-hawker's, cut- throat s> and thieves, that 'a just retribution 
awaits you, and I hope to God that the Federal authorities .will hang 
you wherever and whenever' they find you and they will do it sure. 
Now I want'totalk to you Ivlissourians ; you are talking about going 
to your old home to .live' again. "'hat did every one "of you say last 
fall when you went into Iv.issouri and expected to remain there?. Why, 
that you would make . every '"Union man climb a tree 8 and many threats 



of a sin.ilar character. • How"do you think' that those Union' men • 
whom you threatened with the halter "but a few d-- ys ago, if you got 
•the power, are now going to permit you to come and live among them, 
and have all the rights and privileges they, en joy? Wot much. How 
the 'tablets- are . turned, • if you go hack there, they may make you climb 
trees and Ihope they will,, for many of you richly deserve it; (about 
this juncture a loud murmuring was audible in the crowd and a by- 
stander "siggested t-p tje General that they might mob. him, 'Mob. 
h--l; I don't S'care worth 'a d--'h, replied the General)'. 

I want yon to go home and be peaceable, quiet citizens," 
and if marauders and", out Laws come among you, do not take the law 
in your own hands, but if you can do it, arrest them and d eliver 
them over, with such evidence as you can obtain, to the commandant 
of the nearest military post; by this' means you will place the re- 
sponsibility upon others, and avoid neighborhood quarrels and strife. 

Dd" not 'complain if you are 'not permitted .to have a voice 
•in elections 'and civil affairs. You have forfeited all such rights 
and it now becomes you to submit to such laws and regulations aas 
the federal authorities may deem proper to enact. I believe, and 
know that they will do the best they carl for you,- especially if you 
show henceforth thut you now" desire to merit their confidence by, a 
strict obedience to the laws' where you may reside'. 

We are conquered, subjugated; we have no' rights, but 
must accept' such privileges and favors as the Government may see 
proper to bestow upon us." 
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for his transportation, he said, he would deliver it shortly and out of 
the rivers and bayous there came about loo canoes, which he said .was all 
the transportation he had. The surrender of ,this force relieved my 
front of the only organized confederate army near me. Jns-et)~ /V J. . 

On April 24th, we received ;note from the Secretary of far that 
General Sherman made an armistice for suspension of hostilities with 
Jof|%ohnson on April 18th which had "been disapproved bythe President 
and hostilities ordered to be commenced. Jeff Davis and his companions 

will no doubt take advantage of this armistice to escape with his plunder, 

said to he of large amount-~specie. -Look out for them, and arrest them 

if possible.. 1 also received an order from the Secretary of War not 

to recognize or pay any attention to ;the paroles that- had been issued 

fey Sherman and thel order that came from Washington in the. Press reflected 

upon Sherman's loyalty, integrity, etc, which was very annoying to the 

soldiers who had served under him. :I attended a' fito&foz dinner at the Lyn- 

dell hotel -just about this time. One of the speakers, a very radical 

man' in' Missouri" made"A!'^^ l 'r , ef'l'ec'ti'on'; , ap'on'"Sherman B " "I got "up -and'-left, , 

stating 1 would not ait and listen to any person who would question the- 

loyalty of Sherman. ; ' 

On April 24th, .General Pope wrote,. iwr as follows to General 

Grant asking that 1 he given command.. of one of the corps in the Texas 

campaign: ' : ' 

Hdqrs a Mil. Div« of the Missouri, 

Saint Louis, Mo., April 24, 1865T. - 

Lt\ Gen. IT. S. Grant, ; 

General- in-chief , Washington. ' 
Dear General:- 1 have the' honor to request, first, that I be permitted to ■■ 
take Major©General Dodge with me as corps commander on 'the projected cam- 
paign into Texas, to command one of the corps sent -me from other depart- 
ments. I need "s.ay little to you of General Dodge. He is one 'of the best, 
most earnest, energetic, and capable -officers in the service., aid has 
unusual experience in the description of campaign it is proposed to under- 
take. '1 should .esteem it a real misfortune not to be; jafeie to lave him 
with me. ..-.". 

The surrender of the Confederate forces caused a great many of 

the paroled men and guerrillas to drift north to. their homes in Missouri 

whicja greatly alarmed the citizens of Northern Missouri, which was now 

virtually under Civil Law, and for the purpose ' of "^&«^}«^g A these men 
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and getting a list of them, 1 took all the ferry boats, skiffs and every- 
thing on the Missouri River and established regular ferries at Miami, ^''ks 
Lexington, Kansas City and Leavenworth and put military guards 'upon 

• them and took the name of every person who crossed. This had a good 
effect but still a great many were still Buspicous of us avoided 

the &»vtf Sand kept in the brush. 

in? Kso-n n i * 
Commissions arrived for the promotion of my three staff offi- 
cers, feeorge E-. Tlchenor, Captain E. Q Jonas and Jr. u . Ford as A. B.C. 

On Hay 7th, 1 received a letter from Mrs. Mary 'Phelps, the 
wife of former Governor Pljfifff^id: Col. Phelps of the 8,6th Mo. who 
had served under me in the Pea Eidge Campaign, giving an account of the 
condition of the refugees: 

Springfield, May 7, 1865. 

1 see your order in relation to refugges. On my return home, 
i founded a large number of refugees just landed from Ark. in a half 
starved, almost naked condition, lying upon the ground without shelter. 
I was informed that several had died from starvation on the road* I 

■■■ went ■■ to- work .to. obtain ...a ..building, .to.. put. the most .destitute, and.. sick 

in. I have succeeded in getting my son's store and warehouses for 
temporary use. Provisions are so scarce the people cannot feed these 
refugees and many of them are old women and yoti|Jg children. All who are 
able to work dhall be put to work as soon as we can clean them up and 
get clothes for them. 

We hope you will permit the commissary here to issue rations 
to them until the crops are made. te will have system and order and will 
be as economical as possible with rations and nAt keep a woman or child 
in the refugee home who can earn their living. We would also ask that 
we are permitted to have for the sick, rice, coffee, tea and sugar* 
. Gen. Sanbern ordered a half ration to be issued to fifty 
persona for ten days. Fifty persons was. the number in the home yesterday 
evening; it is doubled now and will still increase. I think, however, 
in a short time we shall find employment and put out as many as will 
come in. If these people can be sustained until fall and peace is 
made, many of them will return to. Ark. My kindest regards to Mrs. Dodge. 

1 received an order from- General Grant dated May' 1st to' sua-' ' 
pend %11 preparations for a campaign West of the Mississippi for the 
present thus indicating that the troops in Louisiana and Texas were 
prepared to surrender, 1 also received a letter from Phillip Hensan 
in which he said he had arrived at; his home and found all his "family 
/'there, his wife having arrived about two weeks' '.before he got there* 
fie' wanted to know if ©' could not give him something to do in the north. 

On May 2nd, 1 received a : letter- from John B. Sanborn of 
Springfield to whom i had referred^ Mrs. ' Phelp's letter, in which he 
said: "Your order in regard to refugees received. We would have no 
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trouble here with them if it w as not for the unending stream of them 
pouring in from Apkansa and Texas. ' In the vicinity of Fayetteville, and 
between Oassville and Fayetteville,; several deaths from starvation have 
occurred, of women and children the past month, as 1 am reliably informed. 

■There are no guerrillas now and none have passed through since the party 

of fifty, nearly all of whom were killed." 

c 

■ I was fored to give an order to have rations given to^some 

of these refugees to keep them until we could get them quartered near 

their homes or on other people who would take care of them. 

On May 7th we received President Johnson's proclamation 

reciting that Jeff Davis, late of Richmond, is proven to have incited 

and concocted the assassination of the late President, and' offers a 

reward of $100,000 for Ms capture.: 

On May 14th, 1 received a letter from the Hon, James S. Rollin, 

member of Congress telling me that :the Western part of the State was 

very much discouraged on account of the great number of rebel soldiers 

returning, many" of whom" had "gone" to ' the" brush. He" wanted', me ' to ' order 

them to appear at different posts and take the oath. I knew that such ~ 

an order would only scare them and that the best way to handle them was\ 

through the Civil authorities , and I .wrote the Governor to notify, all , 

his Civil officers that they need have no fear of the military or . 

A • ; .■■- 

civil authorities to go to their homes, remain there quietly and if any " 

one disturbed them to report it to .the nearest .military authorities. ' • . 

A ' 

This was published in the papers and ' circulated freely and brought a 
great many from the brush to their homes and had a very excellent 
effect. . 

On May 26th, I wrote President Johnson in behalf of the 
loyal Alabamians who had served under me. I recommended the appoint- 
ment of William H. Smith of Randolph County Alabam as^ Governor for 
Alabama. This appointment, was made and was a very satisfactory one 
t© the State. ■ : ' • 

On June 2nd, we received General Grant 'V address "to the 
Army of the United States, which is as follows: 
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General Orders War Dept. Adjt. Geneaal's Office, 

Mo. 108. Washington, D. C.» June 2, 1865. 

Soldiers of the Armies of the United States: 

By your patriotic devotion to your country in the hour 'of danger 
•and alarm- -your magnificent fighting, bravery, and endurance -"--you 
have maintained the supremacy of the Union and the Constitution, over- 
thrown all armed opposition to the ; enforcement of the laws, and of the 
proclamation forever abolishing slavery—the cause and pretext of the 
rebellion--and opened the way to the rightful authorities to restore 
order and inaugurate peace on a permanent and enduring basis on every 
foot of American soil. 

Tour marches, sieges, and battles, in distance, duration, 
resolution, and brilliancy of result dim the luster of the world's 
past military achievements, and will be the patriot's precedent in 
defense of liberty and right in all time to come. 

In obedience to your country's call you left your homes and 
families and volunteered in its defense. Victory has crowned your 
valor and secured the purpose of your patriot hearts, and with the 
gratitude of your countrymen, and the highest honors a great and free 
nation can accord, you will soon be permitted to return to your homes 
and families conscious of having discharged the highest duty of 
American citizens. 

To achieve these glorious triumphs, and secure to yourselves 
» your fellow-countrymen, and posterity the Missings of free insti- 
tutions tens of thousands of your gallant comrades have fallen and 
sealed the priceless legacy with their lives. The graves of these 
a grateful nation bedews with tears, honors their memories, and will 
ever cherish and support their stricken families, 

U. S. Grant, 

Li eu tenant-General . 
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The Press of Iowa had been making use of my name for the 
nomination of Governor of the State and I had received several letters 
in relation to the matter. On June 5th, 1 wrote the following letter 
to P. I. Palmer, the Editor of the Des Moines Register: 

I 'have had several letters from Iowa askirtg to put up my 
name for Governor of Iowa, and have been informea^seKe papenfhave 
presented me as a candidate for that office. This has, of course, 
been done without my sanction. 

I thank my friends for their kindly interest, but I must de- 
cline any such honor . I am not a candidate and if my name should be 
presented in the wonvention, you will confer a favor on me by imme- 
diately withdrawing it. 11 



Kasson: 



On June 2nd, 1 received the following letter from John A. 



Washington, DO. June 2, 1865. 



1 have learned here today, from Grant himself, that you can't 
go on the plains. He has just recommended you for something somewhere, 
sending it in today. He dial not tell me what or where. He spoke so 
warmly of you that I know it will be a tribute of his confidence, tat 
he checked himself as he was about . to say what it was. It Is some 
change of . command--So I shall, if possible, leave with a party for 
levada on the 10th inst. from Atchison. Time is very short but I shall 
try it," ■ ■ . ■ 




^ What Mr. Kasson referred to was that General Grant had made 
up a 'list of the Volunteer Generals of the Army that he was going to 
'recommend for commissions in the Regular Army. He had placed my name 
at the head of the list for a Major General of the, regular army but the 
'trouble was that naming the officers before he got. a bill through 
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Congress giving him authority for selecting a certain number of officers 
to go into the regular army, which 1 no doubt 'he could obtain, he first 
sent in the list of men he wanted to recommend and as there were only 
a small number and there cou.ld be only a few members of Congress int- 
©rested, Congress failed -to pass the bill. I did not know this at the 
time but' when General Grant desired me to remain in the Army, I made 
known to him how impossible it was for me to do so as I was under con- 




tract with the Union Pacific to -become their chief engineer as soon as 

1 could be relieved from the Army. 

On June 2nd, 1 received a: dispatch from Col. Chester Harding 

the substance of which is as follows: 

There has not been a shot fired north of the Osage for three 
weeks. Farmers are at work' in peace. 200 guerrillas have surrendered 
at Lexington and many more at other: points. A story was© circulated 
that eight men, released, were murdered by Colonel Catherwood 1 s men, 
There was not a word of truth in the story; still it does us some 
damage. • - 

-Having become thoroughly satisfied that the State did not 
need any federal troops' in it., 1 Issued the order to muster out the 
Missouri State Militia. This foree : was organized to tale care -of the 
State but was placed under federal authority, but could not leave the 
State, and in* my opinion, there was no further use for it. The term 
of service of many of its men had already expired 'and the order received 
the approval of the citizens, generally* 'Mr* H. M. Hoxie had instruct- 
ed his brother, Mr. M, B. Hoxie t, to give me a full history of the Re- 
publican convention and on June 15tlx, he wrote me as follows: 

Des Moines, June 18, 1865. 

The irrepressible "Hub!! of Iowa commands me to write, and to 
give you an. outside history of the inside movements of the Convention, 
His law is inexorable, and I. am forced to a voluntary compliance: Al- 
though I may experience some of the; uncomfortable sensations of that 
class of "unhappy victims" who found themselves too short for Old 
Highwaymen Procrustes" patent non-contraction- non-extension bedstead. 
1 realize my shortness to the occasion; but 1 will stretch to if if 1 
can. : 

The Convention was quite full; many of the. delegates were on 
hand as early as three days before the time. The- Convention was com- 
posed of four classes: First, those holding office, a good sprinkling; 
second, those wanting to hold office, an immense throng: third, 
genuine "peoples who imagined (poor' incredulous souls) they were no^mina- 
tingthe officers a fair number; fourth, those' haying convention "on the 
lbra.in§, standing, chronic delegates, an average number. ' All but the _•• 
third class had "axes to" grind*"' A small number 'succeeded in sharp- 
ening their implements, and only a small number. They were the ones 
who had shrewdness enough to compel; the turning of the grindstone in 
advance and in "some sequestered spot" as Henry S. Foote would say. 

Considerable opposition to Stone's nomination wasmanifasted, 
but it was impotent from the want of a skilfull hand to direct, concen- 
trate and regulate it. Cols, Shaw,; Scott and Cummings were leaders in 
the opposition. Tfaa.-f irs.t--' xn impractical)!©-* the ascaid iias no sense- 
and tAcf laat is a footu ' . I 
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Oattell, that old "linked sweetness long drawn out" had 
some strength, and a majority of the delegates preferred Dodge first and 
Crocker next. But the Generals' names were not permitted to go before the 
Convention, Hub attending to the first and Crocker his own. 

Weaver, (late Col. of the : Second) . would have received the nom- 
ination for Lieut, Gov. if his locality had not intervened. As it was he 
.received a very complimentary vote„ : 

An episode gave quite a spate to part of the proceedings in 
the afternoon. After the nominations of the State Central Committee, 
Wi throw said it was requested by the Ohm. of the retiring Committee to 
ask the Convention to instruct and authorize the new Com. to examine the 
books of and settle with the Old. Whereupon one Luse of the Iowa City 
delegation offered a resolution providing for the app't. of. a ,f om. by 
the Con. and armed with full power to examine report &c. and moved, his 
resolution as a substitute. for W's motion. The animus of the resolution 
and the spirit which brought it to life were so patent, that it only 
required a few caustic remarks from: w, and a humorous little speech from 
Lieut. Gov. Eastman to cause the offerer to withdraw his bantling in 
"indecent haste." In fact, Wi throw: stung it to death and Eastman 
laughed at its corse in such a dry New Hampshire humor that its friends 
buried it amid the shouts of derision of the Convention. Kirkwood, 
Luse's man, was most summarily tightened. 

Wi throw's motion was Adopted; the lew Gom. has settled with the 
Old and Hub paid over f85 of the §20,000 alleged to be in his hands. 

The Convention was the most harmonious one in the history of 
Iowa politics; and it did the most work in the shortest time of any State 
Convention on record. . 

Stone made a speech, a speech of acceptance, and he said he 
was proud (his own words) of the conspicuous and bright ahd honorable 
space which he would fill in the history of this rebellion when it' 
should be written up by the historian," You will at once perceive that 
a re-nomination has not at all disturbed his modesty. The poet did not 
mean sweet William when he said "Many a flower was born to blush unseen," 

" from "'the fact "that 'William's" me tal'to'" cheek "Is "incapable' of 'blushing "in 

the "crimson glow." \ 

. I take it for granted that you will receive the Register with 
the proceedings in full. 

Eaason is in town. He will find work enough to keep him busy 
in his district. The suffrage question will require much labor. 

Oh! 1 almost forgot one matter, lourse aspired to the Chair- 
manship of the Central Committee and notwithstanding his general cussed- 
ness, the Polk Go. delegation presented his name as. member for this 
Judicial Dist. Tracy was nominated for the first. lourse taking it for- 
granted he would be Ch'm. indulged himself in his accustomed indolgnce 
while Tracy slipped around among the different committee men and ob- 
tained their pledges. The Com, met, Tracy was nominated and elected Ohm. 
lourse was dumbfounded and the town: is still in a ©fin. The "whole thing 
is a joke perpetrated by some of Hub's friends from abroad." 

On June 18th, I received a letter from the Hon» 3, M. Boyd, 

membe r of Congress, giving the conditions of matters in South-west 

Missouri: 

Springfield, Mo., June 18, 1865. 

"tendering you my many thanks for your successful management 
of the South-west Mo. up to this time, allow me a suggestion, although 
humble, yet 1 cannot refrain from the nation, that it is worthy of con- 

• sideration and the correctness of which mill perhaps require time to 
develope and verify . 

it is this, the people of south-west Mo. being the moat loyal 
of*-any other part of the State, yet retain the idea of destruction to 
all rebels and the causes, real and fancied. The 1 soldiery now here being 
local and 'under the control of conservative officers can be used for 
party purposes by the leading conservative demagogues and I am free to 
say to you that 1 feel satisfied they will endeavor to do so. You mus|, : ,.... 
further understand that although the loyal people in Missouri found "% 
emancipation not converted thereto :by the humane and Godly principle y 
that fired the soul 'of Puritans with hostility to slavery, but rather 

'that war would not cease as long as slavery existed in the State, Hundred 
and thousands of loyal men in Mo. are inimical to the existing Law of our 



352 



.-237-' 



State, allowing the negro to' testify in court, protect and defend him-' 
self on an equality with the White race. This is natural and I am 
disposed to offer a valid apology for them that their education from 

childhood has prejudiced' their minds and it will require time and 
'experience and observation to relieve them of this great error.' 

Hundreds of negroes from. Arkansas have settled here and are 
Industrious, well-behaved and now constitute a large proportion of our 
laboring ftlass and. indeed is a great blessing to us. Yet- I must say 
to you that they are cowered and frightened, they are persecuted and 
wronged, whipped 'and even killed and nothing done to prevent or even 
to hinder, and right here, 1 dont mean to say that anything just now 
can be done. I believe that is a question of doubt, I propose a reme- 
dy which will succeed if anything will. The local troops here now 
will soon be mustered out, give us : colored troops with good officers. 
General Pisk would do more good here with a few of his soldiers than 
anything else. Negro soldiers at Washington City i found the most 
obedient and tractable of any other and that of itself would do more 
to .reconcile the minds of those who need reconciliation than any other 
troops. I -am managing to the best: of my powers the negro interest 
under the law and am doing all in my power as a judicial officer to 
give them all the full benefits of the law and will continue to do so 
at .the cost of any sacrifice and i; want your assistance in the way of 
troops here to. satisfy all citizens that caste is of God and the man 
who handles the musket for' our protection is entitled to some respect 
and regard. 1 feel assured' that I. am right, having canvassed the 
matter with a number of my friends-,. They desired me to ask you for 
the good of the country, believing: it would be a successful remedy* 
One poor negro who was gathering a : load of wood only half a mile from 
the court house was shot today by some one in soldiers clothes. No 
clew can be had as to who it was.- A church they built at the cost of 
.nearly one thousand dollars was burned down a few nights since and the 
negroes who went to stop the fire' were fired upon and driven away. 
A negro, school is troubled every day and children stoned in going to 
and from and It is dangerous to uphold the poor negro in even his 
life., 1 however am trying to do it but I find the moral courage of 
many good men is wanting in this particular, ■ true they fear assassi- 
nation, incendiarism and theft. If you will try my suggestion and it 
failiS, you can change before any great harm is done, that you ought to 
try it I feel so assured that if you were here you would say with me 
it must b© done. 

I write this for you and: your consideration in a spirit of 
confidence, knwoing that new dangers would surround me from the machin- 
ations of the guilty if made public. I have written our Governor and 
he will endorse the idea„ There is; now no trouble in this district 
from any known band of guerrillas.. Yet there is a larg© class of indo- 
lent do-nothing fellows prowling around, stealing and robbing.' 1 

On June 19th, I received : the following letter from William 

Blunt in relation to the loyalty of the steamboat men who had been 

running on the river flaring the War: 

St, Louis, June 19, 1365. 

- "These steamboat men have ever since the rebellion tried 
to overthrow the Government. And I myself have seen' these steamboat 
men smuggle ammunition and contravand goods to the rebels, and have 
had men belonging to steamboats smuggle the mails for the rebels 
and about two years ago got permits from .-the Custom House to carry con- 
traband goods through the lines at ; Memphis and there ship them to 
Vi.cksburg and other rebel posts; and that the Government officials were 
their abettors. They had no troutjle at several "-other points to ship - 
goods which I knew were going to rebel ports. I' remember in one i-n- 
■stance that two or three smugglers- were on a boat and were taking coh- 
tcaband goods to the rebels. They- were found out and the boat's crew 
and mil were arrested, taken to Memphis and there had their trial and 
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were released on' -proving their loyalty and there was not a true Union 
man on the boat. I will venture to say that there is not two true 

.loyal steamboat men that belong 'to: St. Louis, who steamboat between 
St. Louis and lew Orleans. 1 \know of but one and him you can b§ton, 
his name is Capt. Patterson. When. you see a man say "Darnm the niggers 
and the Dutch" you may set him down as a traitor. 

The most of the State Militia are copperheads except the 
Germans and the colored; these latter men you can- trust and you can 
bet on them. That is the reason the Democrats do not like to see a 
colored man have arms for they know that he is loyal. One of the DemoO 
orats remarked the other day to a colored militia man that they would 

be sorry for joining the State militi'a. These men that were taking the 
oath are doing the Government the most harm; they take the oath to 
carry out their designs; look at the assassinators of the President, 
they took the oath and tried to kill the whole cabinet. They did not 
want to kill Mr. Johnson for he was the right man in the right place. 
it is my candid opinion that there 'will be no peace until this "State's 
rights" doqtrine is done away with, and the constitution will be the 
supreme law. The democrats said that if MoClellan was elected that he 
would change the cabinet ; they would put Sherman in Grant's place, 
and Halleck in Secretary Stanton's place, also reinstate G-enerals Buel, 
Rosecrans, Boyle and others. 1 could see in all of Sherman's movements 

that it was in the conservative .ordor; he has never armed the contraband 
nor shown him any hospitality but put him where his master could get 
him. " xH yf 



On June 29th, General W. 



T. Sherman was assigned to the 




military Division of the Mississippi. Soon after he oame to his 
home in St. Louis. Mrs. Sherman had lived there all 'the time 1 waa in 
■command" and- she was of- -great aid' to- -me. : She- took -a "great 'interest in 
the unfortunate people who had been -sent to prison and those who were 
destitute and upon her investigation and recommendation I released 
a great many of them. In writing the General she used to often speak 
of what I had done . and the General , fearing that I might favor her 
more than 1 ought to, on account of her being his wife,- wrote me a 
very kindly letter and cautioned me and said that 1 must not forget my 
duties as a soldier notwithstanding the .appeals made to me by Mrs, 
Sherman. 1 appreciated his cautioning but it did not make any differ- 
ence in my acts. 1 had great confidence in Mrs. Sherman and while some 

her a.th 

of them,, were criticising, still I think they were alright. n When 

A 

General Sherman reached the city, he was invited out a great deal among 

his acquaintances and old friends, ; most of whom were southern sympa- 
thizers and this fact caused the radical union element to criticise 
him very severely and many of them : came to me complaining, saying they 
thought he should pay more attention to the union peopla than to the 
southern people. One day when General Sherman was in my office, I 
called his attention to this and I: saw -he was somewhat disturbed about 
it but he said all these people who had invited him out were old 
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friends; that the war was over and the fact that they gave Mm so much 
attention was a belief on his part. that they were changing their views 
'and he did not consider that he should do anything to intimate to 
■them that he was not willing to accept their hospitalities as long as 
they showed the interest they did in the Government. 1 think a 
great many of 'them saw his terms to Johnson and that made them more 
friendly to him than they would have otherwise been. General Sherman 
said: "They are going, to give me a dinner here in a few days and 
General, don't you worry, 1 will settle that question there." This 
dinner was given to him on July 20, 1865 and at that time he said: 
"Since the war is over, he did not ;f eel that it was necessary for him 



to refuse any attention, no matter 



from whom it came but when it came 



to the question between loyal and rebel men, everyone knew where his 
heart was and everyone knew what his thoughts wore; that it was only 
the olemancy of the Government saved them from recieMng their just 
dues long before that time." After this speech, we never heard any- 
thing more .in .that . country....as. to.. Sherman's, position, and .no... one mis- 

understood him afterwards. His speech was such a remarkable one and 
gives his reasons for the terms he .gave Johnson that 1 quote a portion 
of it hero: : 

You cannot attain great success in war without great riska. 
I admit we violated many of the old established rules of war by cutting 
.loose from our base and exposing sixty thousand lives, but when a thing 
has got to be done, it has got to be done. -I had faith in the army . 
1 commanded; that faith was well founded. But there was the old story 
exemplified. We had the elephant and it troubled us to know what to 
do with that elephant, and again we had to put our wits together, and 
we concluded to kill the elephant. ■ We did no't like to do it. I now 
come to a piece of military history which has been more discussed than 
any other. I contended at first, when we took Vicksburg, that we had 
gained a point which the Southern Confederacy, as belIi&saeiite-~so rec- 
ognized by ourselves and the worlds-were bound to regard. That when 
we took Vicksburg, by all the rules of civilized warfare, they should 
have surrendered and allowed us to restore Federal power in the land. 
But they did not. I claim also that when we 'took Atlanta, they were 
bound by every rule of civilized warfare to surrender their cause. It 
was then hopeless, and it was clear to me as .daylight that they were 
bound to surrender and return to civil life. But they continued the 
war, and then I had a right under the rules of civilized warfare to 
commence a system 'that would make them fee'l the power of the Govern- 
ment, and cause them to succumb to ; our national authority. I have 
again and again proffered kindness : towards the pe.ople of the so4th, 
and 1 have manifested it on the thousands of occasions. 1 lived 
aaiong them and received gaserous hospital, ity; but at the same time, if 
their minds are not balanced so as : to reason aright, we have the right 
to apply the rod. We destroyed Atlanta, and 411 that could be used 
against us there will have to be rebuilt. The question then arose in 
my mind how to apply the power thus entrusted by my Government so 4s 
to produce the result-- the end of the war, which was all we desired; 
for -war is only justifiable among civilized nations to produce peace. 
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There is no other legitimate rule--except to produce peace. This is the 
object of war, and it is so universally a-clmowl edged. Therefore, I had 
•to go through Georgiaj and, let them see what war meant. I had' the 
.right to destroyri their communications, which I did. 1 made them feel 
the consequences of war, so they will never again invite an invading' 
army. Savannah fell, as a matter of course. Once in our power, the 
question then arose again, "What next?" All ashed "What next?" I 
never received my orders from anybody. I had nobody to look to but 
my own brain. I asked adviee again and again, but I got mighty little, 
I can tell you. , except from Grant, who is always generous and fair* 
Mo advice- -no word at Savannah, save from %». Lincoln, who asked "what 
next?" I told him I would tell him after while. 

"Then came that last movement, which I do contend involved 
more labor and risk than anything which I have done, or ever expect"' to 
do again. I coirxt take Charleston without going there. First 3 by 
segregating it from the rest of the country so that it could not live. 
Man must have something to live upon. He must go where there is 
something to eat, therefore I concluded to break up the railroads, do 
the people had to get out of Charleston or perish. Then the next thing 
was to place the array in Columbia, which 1 tell you is more of a place 
in the south than you are aware of. Years ago I thought Columbia would 

be the scene of the great and final struggle of the war, 1 thought 
our western army would go eastward and our eastern army southward to 
Columbia, and that we would fight it out there. The people there re- 
gard it as a place of security. They sent their treasure there and their 
wines and liquors, which my friend Blair remembers so well. But ffyou 
place any army where the enemy say you cannot, you gain an object,, 
Ail military readers will understand the p inciple; and therefore, 
when I placed my army in Columbia, I fought a battle--! reaped the 
fruits of a victory~-bloodless, but still it produced military results. 
The ne xt question was to place my army still further where 1 could 

be in communication with the old army of the Potomac --where we could 
destroy the life of the Confederate armies, for it seemed at one time 
as though they were determined to fight to the "last ditch." 

"So we went, to Golds bo id, and then I hastened to see Mr. 
Lincoln and Grant fes? the last time. We talked the matter over and 
agreed perfectly. Grant was moving then. I had been fifty odd march- 
ing days on light rations. My men were shoeless and without pants and 
needed clothing and rest. 1 hurried back to Goldsboro, and dispatched 
everything with as great rapidity as 1 could,, and on the very day 1 
appointed I started in pursuit of Johnston, let him be where he might. 
Now understand that in this vast campaign we had no objective point on 
the map; all we had to do was to pursue the confederate armies wherever 
they might go and destroy them whenever we could catch them. The 
great difficulty was to bring them to bay. You can chase and chase a 
hare until the end of time but unless you bring him to bay you cannot 
catch him. Grant was enabled to bring Lee to bay by means of Sheridan's 
cavaifety, I did not have sufficient cavalry; if 1 had, 1 might have 

brought Johnston to bay: but with my then force 1 could not, because 
my cavalry was inferior to his in numbers® Therefore, when Lee sur- 
rendered, Johnston saw as clearly as 1 had seen months before, that 
his cause was gone. I had been, thinking of it for months; therefore, 
when he met me and announced the fact that he was "gonet up" I was 
prepared to receive it. It was just like a familiar song. It seemed to 
the north a new thing. We had. expected it, and when they gave up there 
was an end of it, as we supposed. How did they give up ims the ques- 
tion; gave up, that was all. No use in fighting any longer. On what 
"terms- did they give up? 1 have described sufficiently clear in my 
official report all the conversation that took place, and all I will say 
is that the north seemed to be taken unawares, although every paper in 

the land and every county court orator had 'preached about peace for 
the last four years; yet when it came they did n,ol recognize it. All 
I 'claim is that I was prepared for it from the start. The moment . 
Johnston spoke to me I saw peace at once, and I was honest enough tokay 
so, but the world was startled by it. "Sherman had turned traitor 
and Jeff Davis had bought him up with Confederate Gold." I rather think 
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Before I left St. Louis, I received the following letter 

' x 7 ' 

yfrora Major General Pope: 

St. Louis, July 2?,. 1865. 

""Mien I got to my office the morning you left town, I found 
a note inviting me to be present at a. presentation of silver to you 
the evening before. 

I was very so. : ry I did not get the invitation in time to be 
present as I assure you it would have given me great pleasure to 
testify in a that or any other manner, my respect and regard for yon. 

I hope you will have an agreeable time this summer, and will, 
if possibie s clean all the troops that can be possibly spared, out o 
of that section of country. 

I see by the morning papers that you have been appointed 
Colonel in the regular army. If so, 1 presume it is in preparation 
to making you a Brig. General." 
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-he would have found it a pretty hard job to have bought me up. Poor 
Davis! I know he never had gold enough to buy me, althought I won't ' 
■ ' mention my price. But all 'that is : now past and I am satisf-ie.d in my 
heart that we have .peace. 1 am satisfied i that by the combined armies 
and navies, and the citizens of the north" and many of the south, that 
now we .have 1 peace in the land and what is the consequence? It is simply 
'one stage anew in our history ,, We have had wars heretofore. Did we out 
the throats of our. enemies? °ertainiy hot; like sensible men, -when 
the 'war was over we went to work to recover what we had lost by the war 
and entered- on* a new stage." ; 

y" On July 26th, Major General Pope, was assigned to, the command 
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.i|>' r ' of the Department of the Missouri and I was assigned to the command 

of all the United States ■ »Mes in Kansas , ' lebrafeka, Colorado and Utah 



/ I with headquarters in the field. This change -of command .was made for the 

purpose of carrying on the Indians; campaign on the plains. Before 
leavin St. Louis, on July 24th» at' a dinner, attended largely by the 
citizens of St. Louis, there was 'presented to me a silver set of a 

large number of pieces, each piece; having the name of some battle I W&A. 

'h.Utj-b&r'f In 

( .engraved on it. The platter, on whietr they were all placed, was an 

- immense one-,- giving a full'" description' of why" it was- presented' 'tO'-me. ■ 

This silver set cost'f thousands of dollars. It was a great surprise 
to me, and coming as' it did from the citizens generally, 1 appreciated 
it very much. ' ; ' - ' Jww ^ ^V 4 W+e< 

On July 26th, I moved to : Ft. LeavBnwar&h. with my family and ■ 
staff. . It was my intention in the : summer of 1885 -to resign from the' \\ 
army and take up a position -as Chief Engineer of the Union Pacific 
but neither General Grant or Sherman were willing for me to do .this 
until the Indian campaigns were over. 1 therefore had to write Mr. 
Durant that it was impossible for me to carry out my agreement and he 
answered in the' following letter: ; 

; lew York, April 27, 1885. 

I intended to have sent; you a co/:y of i«item«©4e given our 
engineers, but the company have not fully decided what to do. Prob- 
ably I can send them tomorrow . 
I,-- 1 have your favor. The' programme suits me; it was what 

<S- '" I had intended- and the place haw been kept o'pen. When the proper - 
j ti,me arrives, let me hear from you. Will i-t not be well for us to 
I purchase or hire a steamboat to take our cars and locomotives from 
/ i St, Joseph to Omaha? Has the- Government any we can get by applying 
/ to the proper authorities? 1 want; to send 50 or more cars and four 
or five locomotives. Will write you fully in' a day or two." 

From this time/ on, there was sdnt to me' all the instruc- 
tions which were sent out to the engineers going into the field. The 
instructions' of Mr. S '£. Reed, who went to Utah to make the surveys, "■ 

i 
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'the instructions to Mr. James A, Ivans, ifho went to the Black Hills 
•for the purpose o'f finding a line over 'thai, range; also from the 
President, Mr. John A. Dixs, the estimates of, the cost of the first 
one hundred miles. There had arisen a. quest! on of changing the 
location of Mr. Peter A. Dey's line, running from Omaha West to the 
Elkhorn Yalley, to take.it down the Muddy to the Papillion and conn- 
ect with the original line near the Elkhorn . This would add eleven 
miles of distance, hut it would he : very much cheaper for the company 
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as it would cost very much less per mile and they were only getting 

it fvpvi* «<9Ter n -me n't 

$16,000 per mile, Mr. Dey decided; against this new route and when 

it was adopted, he resigned from the company. This was a great loss 

to the company and Mr. Dey appreciated very full what it was to have 

him leave the service of- the company. When Mr. Dey sent in his 

resignation in January 1865, he stated that he was giving up the best 

position in his profession that this country had ever offered to any 

man. I regretted, very much to see Mr. Dey leave the road and 1 

tried to induce Mr. Durant to change his mind. On June End, li 

him 
wrote mm the following letter: 

Fort Leavenworth, June" 2, 1885. 

I received your despatch and made a short answer. 1 dont 
see how you are to overcome the difficulty in the plains- you propose. 
It seems to me that you should make Omaha the terminus, even if you 
^'■"" build the Mud Creek line, for this -reason; that by so doing, you 
^%S retain all that interest strong for you. I have no doubt, in fact 
&*' 1 know, they would lend their influence to help you through on Mud 
^ Creek line, whereas if you go to Bellevue they, 'of course, oppose you. 
Again, if you go to Belleveu, you must incorporate a new company. 
Government would use their power "to stop it, seeing it was clearly 
a plan to evade their decision. ■ 

1 have strong doubts about your getting a Government 
Engineer to approve the new line; 9 miles in distance extra would be 

a stumbling block to Ihent. It appears to me you should get Sec. 
Harlan to agree, if possible; if not, you will have to go before 
Congress. If you' do this with no road to Omaha, they will delay you. 
You know that all '■Missouri, Kansas, &c. are against you, and not 
only for personal interests, but on account of old U. P. R. R s E. v a 
troubles. Well, Iowa would fight you on account of the effect it 
would have on Council Bluffs, and the western interest of that State 
and Kebraska, of course, would be against, you. The Delegate -lives 
at Omaha-~this whole interest combined- -and all of it living right 
on the line or adjacent to -it-will: have grea't weight. I know not '-ho 
mad ie the representations to Harlan; it certainly was .not Omaha- 
people or any great number of them. I convinced: the people of Omaha 
that you were friendly to them and \ not to fight you. I' dont think. 
they will for the present. If necessary, you can raise enough ca-.r; :'--:: 
Omaha to reimburse all extra -expenses on old line, and if you taint 
best j* can stick to Mud line, but in ill events 1 should run both from 
0m aha, 

I am in the -Vest; 'I know the feeling and the influence and 
I assure yo- that it is to the company's interest not to make any mor ; 
fights or get any ne ! .v jobs on hand before Congress meets. If Govt,, 
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decides to hold you to old. location , I think Congress may relive yoii 
provided you get the lebraska and Iowa influence to work with you.' 

I certainly had rather take my chances in getting the Mud 
Greek line aooeped with track down. : from Omaha, than to fight the 
entire crowd- with Bellevue road and old location* Let me state one 
thing more. You and the Company should, before Congress, meets, get 
at least 40 miles of road running and have engine and cars on it} 
this is the great lever in a fight i 

I am bending my energies now to getting pontoon bridges 
across the Loup Pork and Platte for Govt, purposes. The moment.* that 
is done the amount of freight that -will go over the road West will 
make any portion of your R. R. pay.' 

Write me and tell me how you come to get into this trouble, 
How came Harlan to know anything about the change?" 

On June 8, 1885, 1. received the following ie>\«ai§tfroii Mr. 

Durant from Washington in relation; to the proposed change of line: 

"Seoty. of Interior advises President iiot to approve Mud 
Greek line until it has been examined by Govt. 'Engineers. We have no 
L time, for must lay tract to Bellevue, as in case we are compelled to 
\ !R adapt old line. We do not propose , to build from Omaha to Junction of. 
new line this year. Bridges and iron are laying at Bellevue. It is- 
this or nothing done this year." 

The people of Omaha became greatly excited and alarmed » 
believing this change of the line would make the terminus of the 
road at Bellevue. I tried to hhow; them that it would be impossible 
to change the terminus but they were fearful the line would start at f 
Council Bluffs and go to Bellevue and then West. -Mr. Durant, in his 
controversy with them had threatened this many times. ,*-—*, 

On June 3rd, Mr. T. G. Durant sent the following dispatch 

to Mr. Edward Oreighton: 

lew York, June 3» 1885. 

"Omaha is all right. House has the reasons for making the 
change which I regret as much as you can do if Secretary Harlan in- 
sists upon the old location. We submit but shall build, from below 
first and finish line on old locationj thereafter if Congress does not 
release us we shall lose through business on the high grades, and 
must cross river elsewhere. Consequently need no buildings at Omaha*" 

This was forwarded immediately to me and it only added 
fire to the flame. 

On June 4th, I received' the following letter from Mr* 

H. M, Hoxie, who was in charge of the freight going to the Union 

Pacific: 

: St. Louis, June 4, 1865. 
■-'' Durant telegraphed me to mate arrangements to unload at 
Bellevue if he wanted me to. In another dispatch he said he would 
telegraph me further orders, which, have not come. Several boasts have 
gone up loaded for Omaha, and I don't see how they are to be unloaded 
at Bellevue, ' The Doctor is purusing a suicidal course, and I think 
will see it. It is not proper for me to advise him any more, and I 
don't want to do it. He would only snub me if I did. I am progressing 
fast with the freight, but find obstacles every day. 

B4J.815 
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The Dispatch of last week; had a villainous article on 
Durant about the cotton. I sent it to Durant and he telegraphed hack 
for' names of Editor and publisher,, which 1 shall send him Monday, I 
think I see a law-suit for libel, r will write you more fully soon." 

On June 7th, my brother wrote me that the Omaha people who 

have lately been down in the mouth worse than ever before by Durant 

ordering all material &c. removed to; Bellevue were again jubilant over 

news from Washington that President Johnson and Secy. Harlan were 

interfering in their behalf, by assuring them location made by Pres. 

Lincoln would not be changed and that work resumed on line first 

located by Dey and no estimate be allowed on the change of line back of 

Ball evue.. This simply carried out my view as written to Mr. Durant 

but he still persisted and on June 6th, 1 telegraphed him as follows: 

Pt. Leavenworth, June 6, 1865. 

Tour plan won't work. If you attempt it, Government will 
stop you on ground of its decision. : If you build on Mud Greek line, do 
so from Omaha. With iron down it will be more likely to be accepted 
if it goes to Congress, and if you build from Bellevue you will lose the 
ablest support the road has in the West. One thing certain, Government, 

Congress" and""the people "wi 11 "demand ;that 'over" forty miles West' of " Omaha 

fee built before December 1st from the initial point as fixed by "'resident 
Lincoln, Have written .you. " . : ' ■■/■., , /., - .-gjL' 

' ' ' . : r •• • ft.. Leavenworth, June 8, 1885. 

tt l received your dispatch and made a short answer. I dont see 
how you are to avoid the difficulty In the plan you propose. It strikes 
me that you should make Omaha the terminus even if you build the Mud 
Creek line; for this reason, that by so doing you retain all that Interest 

strong for you. I have no doubt in fact I know they would lend their 
influence to help you through on Mud Creek line. Whereas if you go to 
Bellevue they will, 'of course, oppose you. Again by going to Belleveu,- 
you must incorporate another company. G-ovememtn would use their power to 
stop it seeing it was clearly a plan to evade their decision, I have . 
strong doubts about your getting a Govt. Engineer to approve the new line; 
nine miles extra, distance would be a 'Stumbling block to them. It appears' 
to me you should get Secy* Harlan to' agree if possible; if not will have 
to go before Congress.. Jf you do this with no road to Omaha, they will* 
slay you,' n 

Mr. Durant dispatches did not alarm me as they everyone else, 

I knew he was only, laying his plans to get his Mud Greek lin s approved 

on a compromise to &<feftjdf,piQaha . "tffat {Pm-s&i ^prevailed upon the Secretary 

of the Interior to send Lt. Col. Simpson of the Unp-ted States Engineering 

Corps to Omaha for the purpose of examining the line as then located and 

also the proposed change by Mud Creek. 
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On June 30th, 1 received the following letter from Dr. George 
Lo Miller, the Editor of the 'Omaha Herald: 

Omaha, June 30, 1865. 

Tour letter of the 25th was received this morning, marked 
personal and private, i have zstill taken the liberty to .show it to a 
few persons, in the hope that 1 might by this cause, do something to re- 
sist the opinions which are gaining grounds with this people against the 
interests of Mr. Durant. Your views have great weight hers. There are 
none who question your fidelity to the interests - we have at heart, but 

some think you have been misled by Durant to place too small importance 
upon the danger which "Mud Greek" threatens with a view to ultimate 
crossings at Bellevue. You are right in saying that Omaha has dene 
nothing to obstruct the acceptance of the new line. This is true. They 
are doing nothing in this direction now. The question with them is, can- 

they do anything, ie can they work with the "Go" for "Mud Creek" and 
not cut their own throats? Mr. Dey is here, and is of course powerful 
with any statement he makes in the matter. He arrived yesterday, I learn 
. -n good authority that he openly says that if "Mud Greek" is accepted 
ho has no doubt Bellevue will be the ultimate point- that is, thery will 
abandon Omaha as a. terminus in the end* Under this state of facts, I r&kje y*u 
turfll press your opinions in the right quarters,. Dey hesitates, indeed, declines 
to advise any special course, but, I tinders tand says the people hers ought 
■ lo either fight^purant or favor him. If he is correctly reported to me, 
(I have not seen'^et ,though Lowe Greighton and i called today) he says we 
must do one thing or the other. Still , our people are quiet, -They think 

they had better go slow, Durant gives &is friends 'no ground to stand on, . 
A wide-spread conviction that is pressed with great pertinacity by some 
here s by the papers at the Bluffs and people there is that Durant is 
deceiving us; it is hard to overcome. Tom's brother was quoted to me 
yesterday as opposing your vle-s. The "Bugle" appeals to us to stand 
by the straight line and under these combined influences those who think 
i? i feh me that the "Go" and Omaha should act together are rather losing 
ground. There has been no formal expression, of course. I am simply 
trying to tell you fully what I know about matters from conversation 
with individuals. I think Greighton , Dr. Lowe Etc, are undeceived though 
I know G. to be against a conflict with the Co. I' only wish Durant would 
openly and freely strike hands with us on some definite ground by which 
"Bellevue" would be' forever wiped out„ In a long letter to him 1 asked 
him to do this. Can you not bring him to this position? I think his 
friends here -should have some more ground to stand on. 

Your action respecting the bridges revives many hopes here, 
and Miings you enconiums from "all sorts of people." We shall observe your 
requests as to publicity, of course, 1 can see the wisdom of the thin^. 

Our people have invited you to visit us. You will receiv- 
their telegram today. I moved this in our bridge meeting. You must not 
censure me for this. We need you on the ground. We shall not formally re- 
ceive you, honoring your morbid modesty. But we want you to get leave to 
come up, 1 hope you will do it. Coins and see us in a general way. 

I wish you would write me frequently on all matters, i have or- 
dered papers to you and they will be regularly sent. I wish I could find 
the copies in which Taylor has given you so many good fords. 

Please have Durant do something more than to merely say he will 
"make no promises to Omaha," He said this in a telegram to Greighton, and 
has steadily refused to say more. I had a long talk with Jno„ S. Henry 
yesterday, but it resulted in a mere review of the case. 1 told him I 
had' written Durant. I don't know that he will answer me. If he would, it 
couldhelp things very much if he did it in 'the right way. The Government 
engineer, has not yet arrived but is daily expected, 1 suppose Dey is here 
to meet him, but do not know this. Trains are being provided for Loup 
Pork Bridge. Millard, Greighton, Eountze, Hinfad,- Dr. Lowe and others are 
active. 

I know of nothing more today. "Will write you as things progress. 
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The 'krjiv&S. ~f Dr. Miller referred to were pontoon bridges 
tha.t I had obtained from the Engineering department of the Army and had 
sent out to bridge Loup Pork and the -glatte river at Kearney, which were 
of great benefit not only to the Government in crossing their trains but 
to the immense emigration that was then crossing the plains. 

On June 30th , 1 received the following letter from Mr. "Durant: 

lew York, June 50, 1865. 

.1 have received your favor enclosing your letter to Mr. 
Miller, and have carefully perused the same, 

fhither yourself nor the citizens of Omaha seem fully to com- 
prehand this matter of change of line. 

The company were proceeding with a large force to grade the 
road on the old line, when the change was first spoken of, the heavy grade 
was an objection and has been freely ; described as' such by the friends of 
Cedar Rapids Road (the road north of -us , 'and used as an argument why this 
road through the State of Iowa should be located to cross the Missouri 
River at or near De S©ta thence to the north of the Platte with a maximum 
grade not exceeding 40 feet per mile. The Government Directors and the 
Consulting engineers came to the conclusion that the interest of the .compan 
and of the government were best subserved by reducing the grade even at an 
increase in distance, and the resolution to change -was brought forward and 
strongly advocated by the Government ; directors. In fact it was their 
measure and carried by them, and it was only after a discussion that I was . 
able to get it so modified as to provide for further action in case the . 
work had so far progressed as to -render it necessary. 

!■ large party of ' our" men ' were" taken 'off "the work" and "put upon 

half pay while the new line was being located. The company has since been 
doing all in its power to push the work on the new line and intended to 
have commenced track laying on the 10th of July. 

Mr. %rlan for 'some cause : (I do not know - that toy one in Omaha 
has attempted to influence' him) recommended the President not to approve 
his location advised by the Government directors, until further examinations 
had" been made* In doing this he has : exceeded what was required of him and 
by causing delay did great injury to : the enterprise. It was his duty to 
have consulted with the Government directors. He has certainly misunder- 
stood the whole thing. In the case of the Kansas road they have had him 
overruled by the President, and their road is to be accepted without waiting 
to have it examined by Mr. Harlan's oommis si oners. 

We have not proposed yet to interfere with Mr. Harlan, but the 
matter with the company stands thus. : If the new line is rejected, the 
?-0fflmpany 'has one of two things to do,: abandon this work or contrive some way 
to get a portion of the line completed this fall and next spring in order 
to save the charter. If they attempt to build on the olJLline with a 
maximum of 80 feet per mile, it would-be impossible to finish the same to 
the llkhorn river this fall, 'beside with the increased outlay they would 
e left without the means of paying for the iron. There are no if's or ands 
about the- -matter. I see no probable 'way for the company to raise the means, 
to go on for- a week if such decisions wore adopted. Should they build it 
with ,186 ft, grade, which is the best that could be probably done, there 
still would be a delay that would finally ruin the company. After delib- 
eration, 1 have come to the conclusion that the only course that could be 
pursuedrland save the road was to strike the., approved line as soon as 
possible 'some ten or twelve -'miles up- the Papillion from the mouth of Mud 
Creek, from which place (M.Greek) to : the Mo. River via Beilevue, the dis- 
tance is three or four miles, this of course has to be done by a new com- 
, pany, the necessary papers for the formation of which were immediately 
' prepared. After reaching the old line at the above point, on each see-%ion 
of 20 miles, the company could draw their bonds from Government and the'.'- 
lands,. /'"and build the road from said point to Omaha., where they could raise . 
the '-money to do 'it; but in the mean time the company must have machine shops, 
i;c„, and of necessity must locate them elsewhere for that portion of the 
»ad if built with grade of 118 feet: per mile would not be used for the 
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main or through traffic, 

I think you say "Why not "build down Mud Creek on the new line 
as presently located, and let this.be the line for the main business?" 

IfaB reasons are simply these. A company independent of the 
, U. P. ii» R. must own the line for the U. P. Co, cannot raise the means 
to build both, and it is for the interest of such company to reach the 
river with as short a line as possible, and to start from Bellevue 
instead of Omaha will leave iron for some eight or ten miles mors of 
the road of the Union Pacific Co. Then this affair lessens the chances 
for an eastern connection at Omaha, The Iowa and Nebraksa (Cedar 
Rapids) people are fe^eling well and determined to go on and do not 
seem to care whether the M. & M. joins them or not, unless they are 
willing to run north on their line. 

The M. & M. people are discouraged, and there is no chance for 
them to build through for some time unless in connections with one of t 
the roads north or south of them. How this is to be done 1 do not know 
but trust there is still a chance. 

I am not in any way connected with the management of the road, 
"but shall do all in power to advance its ' interests. I think the new 
directors are disposed to let the Iowa directors, Price and Grinnell, 
lead off in the management. Mr, Cook is still in the board, and 
understands more about the affairs of the company than all the rest. 
I presume the Bondholders will sell out the road but trust it may be 
done with an amicable understanding between the holders of the secu- 
rities, and that the new organization will provide for the completion 
of the road to Des Moines. You will perceive from this that should 
' the question of a relocation of the terminus of the Eastern end of 
this coma up the prospect of an eastern connection would have an im- 
portant bearing upon its ultimate decision. As to the Hud Greek line 
when I found the gradation could be completed with about 15,000 yards 
excavation 1 concluded to lay the track down that line from Omaha sav 
ing thereby one month in time, as we can take up the iron should the 
decision be against us and lay it west of the Eikhorn which would en- 
able us to complete thirty miles of that portion of the U. P. R. R. 
this fall. 

It is unfortunate that Mr. Harlan should ave in torf erred in 
this matter at all. We have made our calculations to lay 80 miles 
at least this summer. I have ^eiue-e-A the amount now to about. 50, the 
iron for which has gone forward, and which we hope to be able to com- / 
plete although there is very great difficulty in raising money . \/ 

The contract, Dey says there is so much money in, is open for 
every body who will put monfey into the enterprise, but Capitalists have 
not faith its paying after completion. 

I know the interest you take in the success of the enterprise, 
and therefore write freely upon the point. 

The people of Omaha have more to fear from future legislation - 
than any one else, for there is a stronger influence all over the 
country in favor of a terminus south of that place, than you are aware 
§§» My motto is first the road-local interest afterwards, 

' If Omaha has her own way, I fear the road would not be of as 
much benefit to her as it is to be hoped will he the case. 

I assure you the danger is in not being able to comply with 
the law as to time." 

On July 1st, I received the following letter from ^r; George 

L. Miller: 

Omaha, July 1, 1865. 
"I wrote yesterday at length, and endeavored to interpret to 
you the sentiment on the railroad question,, I mentioned. Mr. Dey's 
arrival and told you what he had said. He continues, I learn, to 
virtually advise our people to fight,' or rather oppose "Mud 'Creek" by 
staying that if the road is located there, it will be certain to "go to 
Bellevue. The result is that opinions are setting very strongly 
against the "Ram's Horn Route", and I do not think any man can oppose 
them successfully. 1 tell you this for your information, I think 
.maha will fight the Co., before it is over, though the more prudent 
will be slow to do this. Durant's threat that he would make Omaha 
no promises, that he would go to Bellevue in case he was forced back 
on the old line, the currency given to the report that he is failing 
as a railroad operator, and in public confidence, and Dey's arrival 
here (this more than anything else) have all united to change the 
sentiment very rapidly. 
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On July 10th, I received -another letter from Dr. Miller as 

follows:- ' . 

Omaha, July 10, 1885. 

I write to say for your Information that Sppnour the engineer 
who opposes the old line of the R.R, from Omaha, openly avows the in- 
tention of ' the Co, to make a new terminus ■ at Bellevue. This must nes- 
-essarily fix Omaha in determined : opposition to the Co. I am sorry, 
hut men must -fight for their existence, - I urge upon you the importance 
to Durant of coming hack to us on some' terms. This fight may be 
ruinous to him as well as to us. 

■ I hear whispers of- had faith toward you cam Durant's part* 
There are those here who say to me they have reason to fear you will 
be sold out as Chief Eagineer. 1 dare mention this to you because 1 
am your friend. Prom what Durant said to me last winter in K. Y. , 
however, I can not credit* He then decalred you to be the best man 
in the country.™ 

Ool. Silas Seymour, the consulting engineer of the Union 

P 
aoific Eoad and the Government director, Mr. Harbaugh were in Omaha 

with Ool. Simpson making the examinations. . Both of these men were 
strongly in 'favor of the Mud Creek line. Col; Simpson finally 
reported recommending a line running from Omaha down the Missouri 
Valley to Child's Mill then cutting through to the Muddy and following 

■the ■■ Muddy "to 'the' Pap ill! on and the-Papilllon to-the ■■Ilkhorir. - The 

company did not want this line and he recommended it only as a tem- 
porary line until the heavy grades could be 'out 'out. This line avoided 
the heavy grade out of Omaha into the Muddy and he also provided that -' ■• 
the heavy grade at the Elkhorn should be taken out. The company" went -' - 

out and built the Muddy Creek 'line, going out of .Omaha to the summit . *". 
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on the heavy grade and then down 'the Muddy and left in the SO ; foot J!> 



grade at Elfcrhon and when they submitted the ma^-s|i|l0 Withstanding ^ 

Interior, -approving Ool. Simp- ,- 
adopted by'lfr. Durant, pjis 
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the decision of the Secretary of - the • Interior, -approving Ool. Simp- 
sons report, they accepted the line 
I predicted, they made Omafea virtually the terminus and did not go 
near Bellevue. This was the result of a -compromise made with Omaha 
after But- ant had accomplished his prupose of utilizing the Muddy 
Greek and Papillion line. The straight, line through to Elkhorn 
adopted by Mr.. Dey had upon it 86 and 80 foot grades, but so laid that' 
in after years when the road had the money* thclse grades could be 
.taken out and in 190f under the direction of Mr. Harriman, the original 
Dey line was adopted, all the heavy grades taken out and 11 miles of 
distance saved toy the old line, so that the original contention of 
Mr. Dey is the. main line of the TJniin Pacific today. 
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On April 4th, I returned to Pt. Leavenworth for the pur pee e 
of preparing the campaign for the : coming summer against all the tribes 
of Indians then at war. The campaign that had just ended had driven 
the Indians north of the Plate 'and south of the Arkansas. In an 
address delivered before the .Loyal Legion' of Colorado on the "Indian 
Campaigns of the Winter, of 1884-5"; written in 1874, I set forth 'fully 
the work of the troops during that campaign and it is as- follows: 

BLIP OUT OP BOOK. 

To show how activ§':'the troops were in this campaign which 
lasted until' April 1st, there were some 30 engagements, in most of 
which the Indians were defeated, several were attacks Of Indians 
upon stations and trains. These engagements occurred along the Ark- 
ansas and South. Platte Valleys; and; there were some 150 lodges 'of 
Sioux and 90 of Arapahoes who came in and surrendered. The thermomet- 
or mM.f t ,phis time was below zero but the troops did not return once to 
their posts. 'They kept on the move continually and their activity- 
forced" 'the ""Indians to leave ''that' -country, "Although we "knew "they "would 
come hack . again as soon as the grass began- to grow. 

On my arrival at Pt. Leavenworth,. I received from Ool. ¥, 0. 

Collins, whom- 1, had written to give me a full account of the location 

Huirth of Urn "fU-Hr* Ts'tV^r 

and .the number of. Indians - then considered hostile, the following 



letter: allien, is as i •,"...-., :i ; 



St. Louis, April 7, 1885. 



In compliance with your requestj 1 make the following statement 
in regard to the Sioux, Cheygmne and Arapahoe Indians, in and near the 
west Sub. District of Nebraska, which 1 recently. commanded. 

I.. iJioux- ( Cut -thr oats » ) ■ . ■ 

The country of the Sioux is north of the North Platte River and 
East -of a' line, from the Bed Butte to the head of Powier. River, and ttiene 
north to the Yellowstone. The - Snakes and Grows are directly west and 
always at war with them. On the north they have the various bands of 
Blackfeet, Pea-^an, Little Rotes, and Grcffuats , and the Riekarees with 
whom alos they are usually at war.; 

On the south is the country of Arapahoes and Cheyenne with whom 
they are at- peace. Their lines however are little regarded as the 
Sioux press into the 'Snake and Crow country, and for many years the 
Sioux, Gheyennes and A ra pahoes have been in.thehabit of mutually invit- 
ing each other into their respective territories to visit and hunt, 
arid they now intermarry and remain there to a co|isideFable extent. 

They are all nomadic, wandering from place to place, as game 
pasturage, &c e may make it necessary. 

The three principal bands : nearest the Platte are the Ogallaha, 
Brute's''' and Minnecongue. 

I.. Ogallaha /'(Bad Pace). About 500 lodges of them about 150 
lodges have been for the last eight or ten years south with the Ghey- 
ennes generally on the waters of the Republican, and the Arkansas, 

They have now gone north and are hostile. All their warriors 

were in the battle of Mud Springs and Rush Greek in .February last- 
The remainder of the band are along and north of the North 
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Platte, the largest portion having wintered on Powder River about eighty 
miles north of the Platte bridge* The head chief of their village is 
"The man afraid of his horse" (Fah-shunka-ko-ke-pah( , . 

This chief is friendly and will restrain his people if possible, 

2d„ Fru|,,f-3'. (See chon-go » or Burnt Thighs). About 550 lodges. 

Of these about one half have been many years. south with the 
Cheyennes, but have made frequent visits to the Platte country. They 
are hostile, all their warriors having -been in the Mud °pring .and Rush 
Creek fights, and have now gone eff to the Powder River country. Little 
Thunder and Spotted Tail are the principal chiefs. The other bands are 
along and north of the North Platte and have hitherto been friendly, 
especially the corn band, of which Standing Elk and Swift Bear are the 
chiefs. 1 have full confidence in both of them. 

3d® MinneCongue or ( Thos-who-f arm-close-to- the~wa ter( . 

They all stay north of the Platte generally low down on Powder 
river, and on the heads of Belle Foubhe (North Cheyenne River) and the 
little Missouri •• >,' :. .. ' '' ...:;. All are hostile except about fifty 
lodges under Lone Horn, a friendly chief, and even they^ are doubtful . 

The other bands of Sioux, such as the Sanzark, San tee, Yanktons , 
Yanktomnais , Unkpapas , &c. stay north and east, rarely coming to the, 
Platte river except in small parties for stealing. 

II. Cheyenes, about 500 lodges, of them about 350 lodges have 
usually remained south and are very hostile. They and the southern 
Ogallalas and BrtillSand Sioux were the Indians that committed the de- 
predations upon the main and south Platte and Little .Blue during last 
season, and who were fought at Mud Springs and Rush c reek, and driven 
north towards Powder River in February last. 

The balance have been on Powder River about 100 miles north of 
Deer creek all winter. About 80 or 100 lodges under Grayhead, are 
reported friendly and the bllance hostile. I have full confidence in 
the chief Grayhead, but not much in his young men, 

III. Arapahoe s. -Their country is west of the Cheyenne , and 
north of the Sioux, but part of them have been in the habit of crossing 

the Platte to Powder River for buffalo f and about 100 lodges spent the 
last winter on the head of Sly Fork, and under the Big Horn mountain 
on the head of Powder River. They have hitherto been friendly and 
will probably remain 'so. Their chiefs are Medicine Man, White Bull, 
Little- Shield and Black Bear. The balance of the 'tribe stay south 
on the South Platte and Arkansas Rivers » 

All the Indians are liable to become hostile, under the influenc 
of the bad one. In many of the chiefs I have full confidence, but the 
young men and warriors are liable to be led away. 

The bands are very much broken up, there being many head men, 
and no chief with anything like general' or supreme authority," 

I had brought General Conner from Utah to Denver to take command 
of the columes that were to move against' the Indians north of the North 

Platte. I immediately sent a reconnoissance under Colonel Moonlight 
from Ft, Laramie with James Bridger as guide,, They were to penetrate, 
as far north -J-o' the Powder River as possible and ascertain were those 
Indians were located. There had come into Ft. Laramie, Little Thunder 
and Spotted Tail with about 200 lodges . They both admitted they had. 
been at war but claimed they were forced into it by the Cheyennes. 
They also claimed the Sioux wanted to make peace but were afraid to 
come " ... fearing they would be massacred. < 

During Moonlight's' reconnoissance, the force at Laramie cap- 
tured a band of Indians encamped ten miles east of Laramie, including 
Two Face, and Black Foot, both Sioux Chiefs of the Ogallallas. They had 
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as a prisoner Mrs. lubanks and her little daughter whom they claimed, 
they had purfa.fe.ased from the Oheyenmes. Mrs. lubanks gave information 
of the whereabouts of Black Foot and the village, and a party of 



Indian soldiers started to bring, them in.} The village was found 

.Ft, Laramie. were, 

about 100 miles northeast of h ;-'e on Snake Fork and, compelled to ' f 

surrender. Black Foot and his companions were placed in the guard- 
house with the others, making six men in confinement. Both boaited 

that they had killed white vjnen and. that they would do it again if 
Gol. Mo'onliglft ' -> : 

let loose, so •"• concluded to tie them up by the neck with a trace • 

chain, suspended from a beam of wood, and leave them there without 

any foothold. The property that was captured was six U. S. Mules, 

3 U« S. Horses, 5 mules not branded. On Two-Face was found $220 in 

greenbacks, which I gave to Mrs. "Eubanks ; also $50 taken from another 

of the band. Mrs, Eubanks was captured by the Oheyennes on Little 

Blue last Decembers, where her husband was killed along with several 

others. She was treated in a' beastly manner by the Oheyennes and W&& 

purchased from them during the winter by Two Face and Black Foot. She 

was in a writched condition/ when she was brought ink having been 

dragged across, thp Blatte with a rope~-Iwo Face riding his pony 
through' tire -floating"'"" 

across or. :, - ,:j ice and dragging Mrs. Eubanks through the water. When 

she got into .Laramie she was nearly naked and told horribl stories 

of the cruelty and barbarity of the Indians. 

The Indians had commenced coming down on to the North Platte 

and committing depredations and on May 21st they attacked the Deer 
stage 

Creek ca. ; .p station and on May 23rd ; the Sweet-water Bridge Station, 

driving our telegraph operators away. 

On May 22nd, a band of Indians got on to the line between 

Ft, Leavenworth and Kearney, attacking one of our trains and we 

lost two men killed and six wounded* We were uncertain whether these 

were the northern Indians or a small band of Pawnees which we knew 

were out stealing.. 

On May 26th the Indians attacked the Black Bridge Station 
■ l ' : ... \ 

on the North Platte river and on May 28th they attacked a herd of 

cattle near there, but were driven : off with considerable loss. 
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On May 27th, about 100. Indians attacked the St. Mary Station 
on the Horth Platte and succeeded .in setting fire to the buildings. 
The garrison consisted of 'f ive men and they retreated to an old ire 11 
where they remained until the night of the 28th, when ihey escaped 
to the South Pass* On June 2nd, they got on the South Platte line 
wept of Laramie and as the troops -moved out they 'found the Indians 
had forced the troops at Stage Creek Station, at Pine Grove and 
Bridget's pass to leave. Th©;^ h!.a concentrated at Sulphur Springs 
Station where they made a stand, and drove the Indians away. On the 
8th the troops struck about 100 of the Indians and after an hour ^ a 
severe fighting were forced to retreat. Measures were taken immed- 
diately to reoccupy this line and Itha stajjjesnwere only stopped for 
a day or two. 

The Arkansas Yalley overland route was under the charge of 
(hi'M. Ford. The military there Immediately came in conflict with the 
Indians Agent, headed by Col. Leavenworth. The Government had sent' . 
out a commission to try to treat with the Oomanches , Kiowas and 
Southern Gheyennes. Senator J. R. Doolittle was at the head of this 



commission. On May 31st,- he wrote 
James Harlan: 



the. following letter to the Hon. 



Ft. Lamed, May 31, 1865, 



We arrived here this morning. We found Gen. Ford in' command 
of the District of the upper Arkansas, under orders from Gen. Dodge 'to ' 
coamence active hostilities against the Indians. The Gheyennes, 
Arapahoes, Kowas and Oomanches who are all south of the Arkansas and 
said to be confederated together. : They number some 5000 to 7000 
warriors, are well mounted, the greatest horsemen in the world, and 
in a country they have held for hundreds of years, and if we must have 
war we must have at least 50,00 mounted troops and there will be an 
expense of from 25 to 50 millions: of dollars, 

as yet no great amount of I bloodshed has taken place except the 
treacherous, Tbrutal and cowardly murder of Gheyennes on Sand Creek; 
an affair in which the blame is on our side. It is that affair which 
combined all these tribes against; us. Anfi.-why not? They were invited 
to place themselves under our protection. The sacred honor of our 
flag was violated, and unsuspecting women and children murdered, and 
their bodies horribly mutilated and scenes enacted that a fiend should 
blufih to record. ' : 

lie found Gol. Leavenworth: at Cow Creek and have brought him 
along with us here. Gen. Ford made an attempt to cross the .Arkansas 
but failed-lost some of his stock. His pack mules were worn out. 
We met them on their way -to Prot Riley to recruit. . The -pack mule driver 
stated that so far from getting anything from the Indians they had run 
d'ff a 'lot of our mules and horses., If he had succeeded -in going ever -. 
he would perhaps have been beaten^and compelled to retreat, as Kit 
Carson was beaten last winter in his' expedition gotten 'up by Oarleton 
against the u oma«ches. lit had 300 or 400 veteran California troops, 
but the Indians whipped him and he was glad enough to retreat," 
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At this time, the city of Leavenworth -were trying to open 
up what waw known as the Smoky Hill route to Denver but 1 discouraged 
this until 1 ascertained exactly -what the' result of the Peace. nego- 
tiation of Doolittle and others would he and I did not have the 
troops then to occupy k'kJ^fcr the .iirkansas Valley and the Smoky Hill 
routes. ; 

On June 3rd, Col* Ford received the following order from 

General* A. D.McGook, one of the: peace commissioners: 

"Until Major .General Pope can be heard from, you will suspend 
the contemplated campaign against the Comanche, (Kowa, Cheyenne, and 
Arapaho Indians; this with view to making peace with these tribes 

establishing them upon reservations south of the Arkansas and East 
of Port Bascom. " 

General McGook had no authority to issue this order and as 

soon as it reached General Pope, he repudiated it and wired me to do 

as I thought best about sending : forward Gol. Ford's command. As the 

expeditions had been stopped, 1 : thought before ordering it forward 

again, I would wait for the result of the Peace Commission. 

Up ..to .this .time..,. 1 supposed. . I., had only, to deal with ...the' 

Indians north of the Platte and ' the Powder River country. General 

Sulley was to have moved from Ft. Ilea to attack the Sioux that 

were known to be concentrated at the north point of the Black Hills 

but on June 3rd, I received a dispatch from Major General Pope saying 

in "Consequence of the stampede; in Minnesota, it had been necessary 

to send Sully's command to Devil's Lake. You must, therefore, deal 

with the' Indians in the Black Hills and establish the post at Powder 

River." 

In order to do this, 1 immediately arranged to se*4 Col. 

Cole of the 2nd Mo. Artil lery, and the I2,tftt Missouri Cavalry, about 

1000 men in all, to cro to Omaha -and move from there by way of Loup ' 



Fork and aio^g the East base of 



the Black Hills to attack those 



Indians and General Connor arranged to move »T.,-.C>j>al Walker of the 
15Mb, Kansas from Ft. Laramie with about 500 men and pack animals along 
''the West base of the Black Hills— the two to iteet and join somewhere, 
on the Little Missouri Hiver. 
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• On June 6th, I received the following dispatch from the War, 

Department; • : 

Washington, June 6, 1865 . . 

"The following order dated May 10th, 1862, was sent to Brig. 
Gen. Blunt; The Sec. of War directs that you take steps without 
delay to have the trespassers moved from the land ceded by the 
Delaware Indians to the Leavenworth Pawnee and Western Co., Lt. Thomas 
A.A.G. at the request. of the Sec. : of the Interior* Copy of this order 
was sent March 17th, 1865 with the following endorsement: Respectfully 
'forwarded to Gen. Pope to enforce: the within order. Signed, W.H. 
Halleok, Maj. Gen. Chief of Staff. The above is forwarded in accord- 
ance with 'the request in your telegram of yesterday." 

In carrying this order out, the military came in conflict 

with the Civil Authority and I repotted my action in relation to the 

matter' to Gen. Pope and asked instructions as follows: 

'Ft. Leavenworth, Kans, June 5, 1885. 

Major-General Pope® 

The Secretary of War sent : an order to me, I think through your 
headquarters, to remove all trespassers on the Delaware Reservation in 
land of the Union P acific Railroad. . The order was very stringent. 
General Mitchell proceeded to remove them'., and several residents, one 

man named J. Dally, returned after 'being removed, and resisted. He 

was arrested and is now waiting trial. Judge Brewer, of district 
court j served writ of habeas corpus on me to appear and show cause of - 
detention of the person Dally. !■■ appeared today, and made answer as 

'follows':' Under General Orders, 'No." 515," War" 'Department', 1865, the 

person named in this writ is detained by me as a prisoner, under 
authority of the President of the United States.. Judge Brewer says that 

the answer is not sufficient, does 'not recognize the Secretary of War,, but 
says I must answer under what clause if the proclamation of. the ©resident 
he is held (see last part of first section of President's Proclamation, 
General Orders Ho, 315) and has given me until tomorrow noon to amend 
my answer. If I do not amend, they proposB, of course, to arrest me. 
1 wish to avoid this, though I am' advised thit my answer is sufficient. 
Please advise me if I am, and what clause shall I state he is held 
under. You are aware, if I quote ;an#. clause and they should prove he 
is not held under it, then I am personally amenable. This is an 
important case. If the man is released, we can't carry out the order , 
of the. Secretary of War. There are some hundred trespassers who have 
hw«,d tojf erncve^ and who are all interested. I went to the court, saw the 
judge, and informed him I was disposed to comply with all orders of 
court and not to fight it; that I -would consult you and make final 
answer tomorrow. -Don't fail, to answer tomorrow." 

General Pope answered as follows: 

St. Louis-, June 8, 1865, 

"My- opinion is that whilst you had a perfect right to- reject, 
intruders on Indian Reservation and arrest them if they persisted in 
returning, it was equally binding upon you to turn them over to U. S. 
District Court for trial as soon as possible after they were arrested. 
I think the laws of Congress on the subject, plain, 1 sent your dis- 
patch, however, to Washington and: requested an answer today. I may pos- 
sibly not receive one in time for you, if not you had best "act as 1 
first suggested. You cannot be held accountable" for the arrest." 
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I reported the final; result of the controversy to General 

Pope .on June 8th as follows: 

Ft. Leavenworth, June 3, 1865. 

"in compliance with the directions of the Maj, Gen. Commanding, 1 
have the honor to report, that on my arrival here the enclosed writ 
marked "A" was served on me. I 'find the prisoner was in our possession 
being held for the purpose of turning him. over to the u. S. District 
Court. He was arrested for violation of the enclosed order marked "B" 

was put off the Reservation, returned and when the troops undertook to 
put him off the second time he resisted. 

To the writ, I made answer, in accordance with instructions in 
Gen. Orders 315, A.G.O., 1863, and as endorsed on the writ, Judge Brewer 
of State District Court of Kansas, held that my a'nswer was not sufficient 
that I must state under what clasue of the Proclamation he "was held by 
us, deserter, drafted man or for committing a Military offence; and desir 
ed me to amend my return, I consulted the best legal advice I could 
find, but could, not decide fully under what clause he was held, nor 
whether his was really a Military offence as designated in the Proclama- 
tion, tat rather than amend the return I had information filed with the 
U. S, Marshal: Took the prisoner to court; turned him over to Judge 
Brewer, and then had the Marshal arrest him on complaint of the Officers 
making the arrest. I did not desire to give the couz»t any hold upon 
me in an amended answer, and preferred if they would not accept my first 
answer that no record should be .made that they could quofefe hereafter. 
The delivery of the prisoner avoided this. There are soae 300 tre- 
spassers on the lands j and all our efforts to keep them off are defeated. 
The only way to carry ou the order effectually, is to burn all the 
houses and pun;/S''h those who resist the U. s. Forces, The order does 
not contemplate the burning of houses, and as nearly all decrees of 
courts here are in favor of the settlers, I do not consider myself 
authorized to do this. 

I have instructed Officers hereafter as soon as arrests are made 
to file .information and have the prisoner turned over immediately to 

the U. S. District Court, 11 

On June 10th, 1 wrote General Connor as follows: 

Ft. Leavenworth, June 10, 1865. 

1 have been here three weeks pressing forward troops to you. 
1000 go as you request, by Loup Fork, 2000 will march direct to Jules- 
burg, followed by others, and they are all well equipped. I -sent a week 
ago some 800 horses, I cannot get any more for sometime as I have to re- 
mount all the cavalry that comes to me. 1 have applied for two regiments 
of infantry and no doubt they will be furnished. ■ I am confident supplies 
are going rapidly forward,, In the location of a Post on Powder River, 
have in view the holding in check of the Indians, the feasibility of ob- 
taining foim.de', hay, wood, &c, and its position in reference to a route 
of travel to lion tan a either from Fort ■Laramie or some point East, as well 
as the roads coming west from Mo. River. You are .aware that such a road 
is being surveyed Up the Niobrara; also that an appropriation exists 
for such a road from Fort Laramie to Virginia City up Powder River and 
Big Horn. You, of course, understand that we settle the Indian troubles 
this season and at such time as you consider' it proper and for the inter- 
est of the Govt, you can make an informal treaty for cessation of hos- 
tilities, appointing some place of meeting, of Indian Chiefs for having a 
full understanding with them and myself or' such pers.on as the Govt, may 
designate will go there. Yoii must be the judge when it is proper to do 
this, and the Indians must be given to fullj "understand that after 
hostilities cease, any act of robfeerj ... ' by their people will precipi- 
tate our whole force on them. It is my opinion before this is done they 
should be made to- T eel the full power of the Govt, and severely punished* 
for past acts. 

You are, however, on the spot and are the judge of what is for 
our interests. If there are any really friendly tribes, you. can do all 
in your power to keep them so, and if necessary may order them to rendez- 
vous at such place as you deem proper and sustain them as you deem best. 
All tracers and^Luthorized parties should be kept away from the Indians 
and no outrgages perpetrated upon them. 
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if any agreement is made with any or all of them, see so far 
as we are concerned Miat it is fully and rigidly lived up to on our 
part, that no excuse can be had on their part for breaking it. 

That you may fully understand what movements of troops against 
• Indians are being made south of you, 1 give you the information. There 
will leave here this week a regiment of cavalry to go out on the Republ 
lean about due" south of Plumb Creek to protect the surveyors finishing 
up Govt. Surveys in that part of Kansas, They will scout the entire 
country thoroughly and will be ordered to advise Port Kearney of any 
movement a of the Indians toward the Platte, An exploring party of 
200 men will leave in two days, going up the Snioly Hill route to Denver 
following that stream to its head, scouting each side fully. General 
Ford has put a post just north of his districts, near north ben & of 
Republican and near Port Riley and Port Kearney road in vicinity of 
Chalk Bluff and Salt Marshes, le will also move in three columns south 
of Arkansas against the Comanche 3 , Eiowas and other bands in that 
direction. " 

All the troops that were being sent to me to go on to the 
plaines were veterans who claim they '//ere entitled to their discharge 
at the end of the i?ar and a great many of them deserted. A regiment 
would be sent to me from the War Department, stating that they num- 
bered 600 and when they arrived, there would not be more than two or 
three hundred, so they were charging me up with troops which 1 never 
received. 

On June 9th, General Pope wrote General Grant as follows: 

Hdqrs. Mil. Div* of the Missouri, 
June, 1865. 
Lt„ Gen« Grant, Chicago: 

The difficulty about the troops sent here consists in the fact 
that the larger part of the cavalry come without horses, and many of 
tlmm go out of service in July and August. The order requires the 
immediate muster out both of dismounted cavalry and of cavarly whose 
terms of service expire September 30, The discharge of men in Mich- 
igan Brigade only leaves two regiments. The whole brigade only brought 
600 horses |. 200 of, these were unserviceable, I got from Cavarly Bueeau 
900 horses. The Brigade needed, 2,3 00, I am discharging all troops 
coming under orders for discharge, except those actually in campaign 
on the plains. These could not be replaced, as they are on the march 
hundrdds of miles beyond the settlements, 1 hope Indian troubles will 
be settled by September 1, when all, except necessary guands ■ along 
Overland Route and at posts in the Indian country, can be discharged. 
I think the Brigade which you have ordered hare, if it comes with full 
number of horses, will be enough. The force! sent to Arkansas is enough 
to enable us to complete discharges. There are no more horses here, 
and 1 understand no expectation of any* Twelve hundred men of Michigan 
Brigade have not yet reached here; detained somewhere east; will write 
you fully on this subject. 

On July 13th, I received notice from Major General Carleton 

Commander of the Department of New Mexico .that Mr. Moore whom he had 

sent to ■ tl.se Ooinanehes and Eiowas for the purpose of making peace ,h*cL 

post on the south route; that they had delivered the white woman 
which they had captured to the Mexicans; that they will not and #Id 
not want peace with us and notified all troops to leave. 

On July 12th, W. P. Dole, the Indian Commissioner, made the 
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following report to Secretary Harlan: 

i 

Dept 8 of the Interior, 

Office Indian Affairs, 
June 12, 1865 . 

John James Harlan , 

Secretary of the Interior: 
Sir:- I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from 
you, of the letter from Hobu J» R. Doolittle, U. S. Senator, and chair- 
man of the Select Committee to Investigate Indian Affairs, dated at 
Port Lamed, May 31, furnishing valuable information as to the pending 
hostilities with the tribes of the southern plains and making sugges- 
tions as to a method of obtaining peace. Upon this subject you desire 
a report from this office. I do not hesitate to express my entire con- 
currence with the views expressed by Senator Doolittle as to the 
practicability of avoiding,, by a friendly and just treatment of the 
Indians, the enormously expensive military expeditions against them, 
and particularly with his suggestions as to the duty of atoning to the 
Cheyennes for the wanton slaughter of their people made by the troops 
under the direction of Colonel Ohiviiigton last year. By the latter of 
Colonel Leavenworth, under date of May 6 , recently transmitted to you 
for your information, it appeared that the Comanches and a portion 
of the Arapahoes had kept their promise of avoiding the Santa Pe road, 
and by his letter of the 10th of May he makes the same remark- as to the 
Kiowas. From the tenor of Hon. Mr Doolittle' s communication, I con- 
clude that the expedition of General Ford was, to that date, fruitless 
in fact a failure;, yet it appears that more troops are being sent to t 
that quarter, in great part composed of infantry, and the result, if 
this policy is continued, will probably be a grand failure, at great 
expense to the Government. It certainly does seem, to be the dictate 
of humanity, justice and good policy in a case like this, when the 
Indians desire peace^ where a portion of them have been shamefully 
treated by officers and soldiers under the flag of the United States, 
and where a vast expense of money and pebhaps of life can be saved by 
such a course, that negotiations should be opened with them and the 
military expedition made to depend upon the success or failure of nego- 
tiations,, I have constantly entertained the idea that on every con- 
sideration it is better for all parties that we supply the simple wants 
.of the Indians than fight them; but from somereason unknown to me— 
some radical difference In the views of most of the military commanders 
In the West and this office as to the treatment of the i ndians--our 
efforts are to preserve or to restore peaceful relations with this un- 
fortunate people are constantly thwarted. If the visit of the Congres- 
sional committee to the frontiers and the information and suggestions 
furnished by them shall result in the establishment of a more peaceful, 
and,, as I believe, a more humane and just policy, I shall be highly 
gratified and hope for permanent quiet upon. the borders and lasting 
good to the Indians, 

Very respect ully, your obedient servant,, 

W. P. Dole. 

This report of Mr. Dole was carrying out the policy of Mr, 
Doolittle who claimed that the Indians campaign would cost the Govern- 
ment from fifteen to twenty millions of dollars and that peace could be 
easily made, I enclosed the communication from &§#i. Carle ton to 

•^ A General Ford on the 15th» telling him what OolJIVU °yb- had clone 
/ An i \i x^fri/fci A i -vn- "~ : 

'but received no answer ^ ® Unless you have assurance that you will hear 

from these tribes in a few clays, you will move against them, whip them 

and close the war so far as they are concerned. After this is done, 

you are authorized to enter Into an agreement for peace and agree upon 

a place for me or such persons as the Government may choose to meet 

them. On the same date, General Ford wired me that the coach going 
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\Vest from Cow Greek was attacked by 160 Indians a short distance from 

the station. The men fought until re-inforced from the station then 

drove the Indians to the river killing and wounding 15, It was plain 

bo me that these India'ns were simply playing with us, first making 

peace propositions to Col. Leavenworth that reached Doolittle, then 

senfling their force into the Arkansas Valley to attack us.'U/Hi'U, 'pe>o\iitis. 
and, ~Do\e' w&re, Wrj'-tf-n? \tHer4, *f s &me- time the, Znds'a.viS wer-s U^s^. 
On Juno 17th, J the Indians attacked Ft. Dodge, Lamed, Zarah "* - 

and Ellsworth but were defeated at all places by the troops. General 
Ford wired me that Lt. Jenkins in his fight punished them very severely, 
tilling 13 warriors,, He captured a lot of robes, blankets, camp equip- 
age etc. Capt. Skull of the California Cavalry, who cama from New 
Mexico enrou te to Ft 4 .ft- Hey in charge of 246 wagons from Ft, B^-nT 
reported having a fight with 80 or 70 Indians on the Arkansas which 
lasted three hours; and also reported having another fight with about 
50 Indians within 15 miles of Ft. Dodge, Lt. Herbert of the 5th U. S. 
Vols, in charge of a herd of cattle were attacked and also a Mexican 
train, Lt. Herbert defeated their attack upon him and reached the 
Mexican train in time to save 175 wagons and 150 head of loose stock. 
After these reports went to Washington, they again sent out orders for 
us to pay no attention to the Peaee Commission but to attack the Indians . 
The time of service of General Ford's regiment having expired, 
he was mustered out and Major General Snaborn who had been under my 
command in South-west Missouri was transferred to Ft. Riley, I gave 
him the following instructions; 

St. Louis, July 1, 1865, 

It is the desire of the Government to settle the Indian diffi 
culties this season, You will therefore push your troops into 'their 
country and fight them wherever and whenever you. meet them. You will- 
allow no outrages of any kind to be committed on our part; we must 
fight them honorably, capture Mieir villages and property and at the 
first opportunity make an informal treaty with them for a cessation of 

hostilities, appointing a place v/here 1 or some one else designated by 
the Government can meet and confer with them. My idea is that these 
Indians must be punished and made to ask for peace and that treaties 
made must not be on the grounds of paying them for peace, but with the 
understanding tbat it is for their safety and their only means of pre- 
servation. Keep your troops on the move and so long as these Indians 

insist upon hostilities, give them no rest; but the moment you consider 
peace ban be made, make an effort to get the Chief's together for that- 
'purpose -and when hostilities do cease see that we, on our part, live 
faithfully up to the conditions to which we agree. 

Col. Leavenworth , Indian agent for the Comanches, is now trying 
to get an Interview with them and you will learn what success he has 
had by the time you reach your district,, 

Bvt. Brig, Gen. Ford will turn over to you my former Instruction 
and orders in relation to trains, &c j also insturctions for putting up 
hay. You will carry out the arrangement with General Carleton in regard 
to escort etc. 
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. Instruct your chiefs of staff, to kee :> a full and proper amount 
of supplies. This must not be neglected. You will probably have about 
7 s 000 troops to supply. 

Keep me informed by telegraph or otherwise of all matters of 
importance in your district." 

Maj. General Sanborn made proper arrangements to carry out these 
instructions and \?as very successful in driving the Indians from the 

Arkansas Valley. 

The Indians who had been captured along the North Platte, some 

2000 in number, had been concentrated at Port Laramie. It was my desire 

to take them away from so close communi cation with the Indians at war 

and I issued an order to have them sent down to Port Kearney. These 

Indians were sent forward by Col. Moonlight in tJharge of two companies 

there 

of the 7th Iowa Cavalry and followed down on the other side of the 

A. 

Platte a\ , band of unfriendly -Indians who kept in communication with 

them and when they go* about 60 miles south of Laramie, the Indians, 

a little after day-light, revolted, attacked their escort, killed 

Capt„ Poutse and four soldiers wounded. They killed four of their own 

chiefs who refused to join them; fifteen Indians were killed and the 

rest fled north taking their ponies, women and children and leaving 

their camp equipage in our possession. 

Captain John Wilcox of the 7th Iowa Cavalry, who was present, 

made the following report in relation to this attack of the friendly 

Indians : 

"I have the honor to report that in com reliance with special 
orders from Major Mackey, commanding post Port Laramie, Capt. W. D. 
F out z^. 7th Iowa Cav, in command of his company (D), and small detach- 
ments of companies A and B of the same regiment, in all four commission- 
ed officers and one hundred and thirty-five enlisted men, left Fort 
Laramie on the 11th day of June 1865 en route for Julesburg, in charge • 
of 185 lodges of Sioux Indians, numbering In aggregate from 1500 to 2000 
persons. Among them were an organized company uniformed oy Government 
and under command of Charles Ellison, who had for some time been en- 
trusted with the supervision of the entire Indian encampments near Fort 
Laramie, and who was entrusted with 70,000 rations for those Indians on 
the march to Julesburg. The Indians were all well armed with bows and 
arrows, and most of them with fire arms also. They were ostensibly 
quite friendly and expressed themselves as being pleased irith tfaeii 



removal. Nothing of Interest transpired during the first three^TKf the 
march, except signal smokes by Indians north of the Platte by day and 
reputed conferences by night between them and the Indians in charge of 
Oapt* Foutae. On the evening of the 13th, Capt. Foutx«and command en- 
camped for the night on the east bank of Horse Cr.eok and the Indians 
pitched their tepis on the West Bank. Late in the evening, the Indians 
had a -dog feast and 382 warr ors sat in secret council,, Cn the morning 
of the 14th, reveille ?*ras sounded at three o'clock A. M. and the order 
of march announced to be at five. At sun-rise, i was ordered by Capt. 
Folttzeto proceed with the advance guard (Cos. A and B Detachments) two 
miles on the route of march, then halt and wait till the wagon train 
closed up on rear of the advance guard, and the Indians in rear of the 
wagon train, then to move forward in this order and column of march. 
Just as the wagons were closing up, 1 heard the rapid report of fire 
arms to the rear: believiging it to be a revolt and attack by the 
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Inlians and knowing the great disparity in numbers against us, as well 
as the fact that Capt. Fotttifcfe family, the family of Lieut. Triggs, and 
Mrs. Eubanks and child (late rescued Indian captives-) being with us, I 
determined to first prepare for defence or warfare, and had the wagons 

■corralled in the best possible shape, and the teams unhitched from the 
wagons and 'put inside the coral and the men in line outside ready for 
action, •■ . . . 

In this condition, I awaited orders from Capt. Fott'tz^. A messen- 
ger coming up shortly after, reported that Capt. Foatz.e-h.ad gone across 
the creek to hurry u;-> the Indians and" was shot and killed by them, and 
that the Indians were then fighting among themselves. I immediately 
dispatched a messenger on the fleetest horse to communicate with Fort 
Mitchell and the telegraph office, distant 18 miles (Messenger was 
closely pursued by Indians.) The rear guard (Co. D. ) coming up, I de- 
manded of Lieut. Haywood why he did not stand and fight the Indians, 
he replied that his men had no cartridges and that his Captain had 
refused to issue them stating that they would not be needed. Ordering 

him to have his men fill their cartridge boxes immediately, I ordered 
Lieut, Smith and Triggs in' command- of 85 men to hold the corral, to keep 
the stock securely hitched within, and keep the men in, line outside, and 
dig rifle pits near the -corral in a manner defensive from all approaches, 
while 1 tad Lieut, Haywood with 70 men mounted on best horses, (the hors- 
es-were all very poor from hard service, without forage but few were 
serviceable) repaired with all possible dispatch to the seene of the 
action. Passing over the late Indian- encampment, we saw .the body of Capt 
Fonts dead, stripped and mutilated. The Indians had' fled two or three 
miles to the Platte. The squaws and papooses were swimming the river' on 
ponies, and the warriors on their war horses were circling and maneuver- 
ing in array, supposing that a part of the Indians were really friendly, 
and would join us in subduing the rest, I charged on after them. We 
overtook and passed a few squaws and pppooses whom I forbade my men to 

' injure or molest. These returned. When within 600 yards of the enemy, 
I halted my command in line, and sent the interpreter Ellison to the 
front, to signal and tell all Who were our friends to return and they 
should not be harmed, but all were hostile and with one hideous yell 
charged upon us. I dismounted my men and deployed a line of skirmishers 
to the front with long range arms to receive them, when within 300 yards 
the Indians opened fire upon us, my men answered them promptly with a 
volley that repulsed them in the front, but more than a hundred were 
dashing by each flank and closing in the rear, while from the Hills -to 
our left, they were bearing down like an avalanche upon us. Seeing that 
we were assailed by more than five hundred warriors (they had evidently 
been largely reinforced during the previous night) equally armed and 
better mounted than my little squad,- 1 thought that to stand, be surroun- 
ded and cut off from our defences and ammunition would, envolve the entire 
command in indiscriminate massacre, as well as the capture of the train 
and animals. Deeming "prudence the better part of valor" I recounted my 
men and fell back to our defenses by skirmishing to rear and flanks, and 
only returned by desperate skirmish fighting for the distance of over 
four miles, many of my men having entirely emptied their cartridge boxes 
of ammunition during the engagement. The Indian flankers were in advance 
of my command from the time we fell back till the- opening fire from my 
rifle pit sent them howling to the rear. After replenishing the 
cartridge boxes with a fresh supply of ammunition and' finding that the 
Indians woul 1 not fight us behind our defences, I with Lieut. Smith and 
50 men (all I could mount on serviceable horses) went after them i again, 
hoping to detain them till we could be reinforced, but after following 
them nearly, three miles, we saw them in vastly superior numbers, forming 
In front and coming over the hills to our left and rear, evidently 
.intending to entrap and overwhelm us away, from our defenses. Wot bein" 
strong enough to attack them in open field, we again retired taking 
with us our scalped and mutilate d dead on the battle field. Capt. 
Shaman, 11th Ohio Cav. arriving promptly with reinforcements at about 
nine o'clock, I mounted every serviceable horse and mule and went for the 
Indians again with sanguine hopes., but the reinforcements were too late, 
their families. having gotten across the river, we had the mortification 
of seeing the warriors in following, then a'-.cend the opposite hills and 
tauntingly beckon us to follow, which was Impossible in the face of a 
superior enemy in the swimming stage of the river. In their flight, 
the Indians abandoned all their lodges and loose plunder, which I ordered 
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burned and destroyed. On the battle field was a powder ke'?, which had 
recently been broken open by the Indians, and a fey/ pounds of- powder 
still remained. The supposition is that it was brought into camp the 
previous night by Indian allies . From the number of Indians known to 
be killed in the engagement, we estimate their loss at from 20 to SO, 
most of thorn they threw into the river in accordance with "their super- 
stitious notions of their dead falling into the hands of the enemy. 0f.p 
loss was four killed and four wounded. 

Receiving a dispatch from Col. Moonlight to cross the river, and 
join him in pursuit of 'the Indians, I attempted the crossing at two dif- 
ferent, points on the 15th, but the river being wide and coursed with 
alternate channels that swam and bars of quicksand that mired, I abandone 
the crossing as impracticable, after the drawning of two horses and a mule, 
and the dragging to 'shore of two men, one of them Cppt, Shaman, nearly 
drowned in attempting to cross. Receiving a telegram from Gen. Connor 
on the 16th to report immediately with my command at Jules burg, I respect- 
fiially report his order obeyed," 

As soon as the news got to Port Laramie, Col, Moonlight started 

out with what mounted force he had to head off or capture these Indians, 

He crossed the Platte and followed them some 100 miles north, was careless 

with his stock and the Indians discovered it and during the evening turned 

back, surprised him and drove off fcfs stock and he and his troops had to 

walk back to Ft, Laramie, He was immediately relieved and mustered out 

of the service for his carelessness. 

This attack satisfied me that there '-ere really no friendly 

Indians, The Government was getting very nervous over the Indian 

campaign and the cost of it, they not having any real knowledge of 

what was going on, and' from the fact that the troops *hey were sending 

us never reached us. General Grant wired General Pope in relation to 

it. On June 20th, I sent General Pope the following dispatch: 



St. Louis, June .20, 1865. 

Referring to Gen. Grant's dispatches in relation to the great 
cost of keeping cavalry on the plains, it is proper for me to state 
what action has been taken and orders heretofore given in, the matter. 

All cavalry t;>ke only short rations of forage for the first 
few days march, after which they subsist the animals entirely upon 
grass. 

At Ft.. Laramie and the tipper po'sfci't, our stock is so poor and 
the grass so scarce and bad that v/e arc; obliged to issue some forage. 
This we also have- to do in the mountain .parts* The forage being sent 
out is husbanded carefully at the posts for extraordinary emergencies 
and in the fall and winter. 

1 have forwarded mowing machines to all -the posts and given 
instructions to all the commanders for the troops stationed at posts 
add depots to put up' sufficient &ay to keep all stock on the plains 
and even extra supplies to. meet emergencies liable to occur. This 
Bill be clone by detail and will cut off one of the greatest outlays , 
as-:' : hay at these posts cost f»20 to $50- per ton. l^y district command- 
ers have assured me that it can and will be done. 

All corn needed on the plains will, of course, have to be 
taken there. # 

On June 9th, I sent Gen. Pope the following dispatch: 

Ft, L e a v en wo r th , K an s . Jun e 9 , ' 6 5 

"I do not think it desirable to send any troops up here whose 
service exnlres before October 18. We cannot get them on the 



term of 
plains 



and back before their time expires. I h;-we ordered a regiment 
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out of Missouri to replace those in Michigan Brigade. I would like 
Second. Ohio fitted out, but Captain Coryell says he lias not got 
horses to fill requisition for Michigan Brigade. Let him fit that 
• Brigade out fitst." 

lo attention was .paid to this. They kept on sending the 

regiments to me, but very few of them were of use to me. I received 

Ani Cnii^-^ei -men 

a great number of applications from the Colonels .asking to be muster- 
ed out and on 'July 17th sent the following reply to Coltael Malone 

of the 7th Kansas; 

St. Louis, July 17 ,"1865. 

1 have received a long petition from your .regiment praying to 
be mustered out of service. Inform the signers that as soon as • 

the troubles on the plains will admit, I have no doubt Government 
will "order them mustered out but now in this great emergency on the 
. plains it is impossible to spare any troops, especially as good and 
experienced, ones as the 7th Kansas. As soon as the present emergency 
on the plains has passed away, I will take great pleasure in aliing 
them to be mustered out. Say to them that we are retaining some 
regiments who were entitled to be mustered out, under orders from the 
War Department, such is the emergency demanding their services," 

Nothing that we ooxild do could convince the veterans who had 
come from the Civil War that they were not. entitled to their dis- 
charge at the end of the war and they were dissatisfied and really 
only the five regiments known as the "Reconstructed Rebs and the 
Cavalry that was on the plains before the war was ended were of much 
use to us. 

My official report from December 2nd to July 18th is found 
in the War of the Rebellion Records, Vol, 44, Part I. page 555 . 

■ On July 25th, Col. Leavenworth reported that four Kiowa men 
■ and four women arrived from the south on the 1.8th inst. That they 
. were a delegation from the Comanches , Kiowa-, Arapahoes, Apache and 
Cheyenne tribes to a§K fox* peace and sfiatei that all the tribes are 
ready to comply with the President's wishes and that the war on their 
part is at an end and that our trains and wagons may travel safely 
and that chiefs of the respective tribes will comd at once and 
arrange for a General Conference, 1 was in doubt as to how much 
weight to give this report and whether the interest of the Government 
:. required us to suspend" operations . Seneral Sanborn was ready to move 
a column so as to reach these Indians in a few days. I instructed 
him to move with a column as heretofore directed and if he could • 
conclude an armistice with these Indians o i a «ia&e any arrangements 
for the purpose of making peace, to do so. If not, to fight them. 
\ t told him that I had no faith in their ■-. . ; ± -.-. .,. ,.:o. ; '.:,...:. r 
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continued application for peace, that it had been this way for three 
months and that they w ere continuing to rob and steal and that if 
they were in earnest, let them deliver the stolen Government stock 
and property; they must also agree to control their entire tribes, 

keep off of our lines of communications, desist entirely from any 

act of hostility and that the Government would send persons to males a 
perment peace with them at such place and time as could be agreed 
upon , 

On July 36th ,4 I received a dispatch from an officer accompany- 
ing the surveying party of the wagon road from Sioux City up the Nio- 
brara to Montana; he reported they were about 100 miles north of Ft. 

Laramie; had met no Indians and had heard of none. They reported the 
Niobrara route as impracticable .for a good wagon road. 

On June 27th, 2000 Indians of different tribes, attacked the 
p.l&ti.C'River Bridge Station. To deceive the troops at this station, 
they first attacked a Mormon train that ?/as coming down the North 
Platte River, some eight or ten miles West of this Station, There 
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were about 250 troops at the Station 'and Lt. Jo'oIIino of the 11th Ohio 
Cavalry, with Wo men went out to the rescue of this train and when 

about one -half way there, they were ambushed by about 2000 Indians, 

Collins made a very brave fight but was hilled with 25 of his men 

and 9 wounded. The Indiana retreated, west, tearing down the telegraph 

wkih le an/ Us k+rrfy wevcMh4 L*" ^ av J^^ i '*'* 
lines and doirtrcvlnw i,Iia .vires* A note was picked u > by a white man 
\ >„ A ' 

'/fhioh said, the Indians do not want peace but are fighting all the 
time; that we had killed one of their chiefs in a fight And they were 

going to destroy the telegraph and that they expected reinforcements. 

The body of Lt. . Collins was horribly mutilated; his hands and feet 
were cut off and his heart tor;-; out. He was scalped and had over 
100 arrows in him. Young Collins was in his twenty-first year; the 
only son of Col. Collins who commanded the 11th Ohio Regiment of 
• Cavalry, /he row« ^ Us^m* r e h , * 

I received a dispatch f rom General Pope telling me the con 
ditions in Washington and 'the anxiety to decrease the expense on the 
plains , and laying, "please dispense with every man you can in your 
command. ' I wired him on the 29th as follows; 
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Ft. Leavenworth , July 29, IS65. 

Maj. Gen. John Pope, 
St« Louis. 

I shall leave here next week, but it is uselss for me to start 
until 1 get our stores en route and some of them begin to reach their 
destination. General , Connor is laboring under great difficulty. His 
troops are mutinous- demand their discharge. Stores that should have 
been at Laramie six weeks ago are stuck in the mud, and the columns 
here started, out half shod and half ^rationed. There is not one foot of 
the road 'but what we have a ruard »«§? our trains, and it uses up troops 
beyond all conception. Every- regiment that has come here so far has b 
been dismounted or horses unserviceable. There is one regiment here 
now that has staid here si:-:; weeks for horses, and the prospect of getting 
them is about as good lionr. as it was the:vf. 1 have not horses enough 
to mount even an escort, but we will overcome it all if it will only 
stop raining and let us have a few weeks, solid road* 

On the 28th ^ wrote Gen. Pope recommending that M> ■ change of 

base should be made in the spring for the forwarding; of supplies on the 

plains from Ft* Leavenworth to Omaha so as to use so much of the Union 

Pacific road as should then be built and have temporary shelter at the 

end of the track for storing supplies; stating that in the spring the 

road would probably be within 1$0 miles of Ft, Kearney, while from Ft. 

Leavenworth it was 3.75 miles, and this saving of distance would save 

about |40qc,i»to the Government during the year. The road to Fort 

Leavenworth to Fort Kearney h:\d almost V***** impassible most of the season 

A 

while the road from Omaha had been fairly good and freighters had 
been able to move without difficulty. There had been reports coming 
in from the Republican and Smoky Hill Valleys of parties of Indians 
. there and I ordered Gen. Stohlbrand who was in that territory and 
protecting Government surveys, to send scouts up each of these streams 
and ascertain what Indians,, if any, were near them. All the contract- 
ors who were freighting for the Government on the piaines had failed 
to comply with any of their contracts. They were one and two months 
behind. They had been in the habit of Making their deliveries .when- 
ever they pleased and paid no/ attention to our emergencies,, I had 
made nuiaberous complaints and asked authority to arrest them -and 
proceed against them and on July 31st, General Pope directed mfe to 
proceed against them in accordance with Section 16 of the Act of 
Congress, approved July 18, 1882, I immediately p;ave the Judge Ad- 
vocate instructions that as soon as they returned from the plains 
to arrest and prosecute them. 
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On August 1st,- I received the following letter from the Hon. 
James S. Rollins, Member of Congress from Missouri: 

"As an humble 1 citizen of 'the State "of Missouri,, I beg to express 
to you, the sense of gratitude and admiration which I feel, for the very 
satisfactory manner in which you have conducted our military affairs 
during your administration here* I believe you have received, as you 
were justly entitled to, the commendation of all our thoughtful people, 

I do not today know, 'for I never inquired, as to your political 
status; I do not know whether you are a conservative or a radical, in 
the Missouri acceptation of these terms. But whether the one or the other, 
I am pleased to say that your military administration of our affairs,, 
has been marked by fairness, by prudence, by energy, and by wisdom, and 
for this, as you are about to 'leave the State, I tender to you the homage 
of my sincere and grateful thanks," 

1 received a great many letters from citizens and others of a 
similar character, everyone in Missouri seeming to appreciate the policy 
that we had **.°r™ f or the purpose of turning that State over to the Civil 
authorities and when the ?/ork was done, they saw what a simple matter 
it was. 

On August 1st, General Pope answered the many complaints coming 
from 7/ashington in relation to the troops and supplies on the plains, 
in the following letter: 



Hdqrs. Dept.'of the Missouri, 
St. Louis, August 1, 1865, 

Col. R. M. Sawyer, 

Asst. Adjto Gen., Mil. Div« of the Miss. 

Colonel; 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 

yesterday inclosing copy of dispatch fromthe General-in-chief to Major 
General Sherman in relation to the forces in the department and the re- 
quisitions made for the supplies at Fort Leavenworth. The instructions 
contained in these communications have been sent to Major-General Dodge, 
with directions to comply with them. In reply to several orders from. 
me, requesting him to reduce the forces under his command to the lowest 

■possible limit, and to reduce expenses as much as it was possible to do so- 
1 received from General Dodge a reply, a copy of which is herewith 
inclosed. It is proper to remark that the Quartermaster and Commissary 
depots at Leavenworth, as also in Saint Louis, are under the immediate 
orders of the Chiefs of those departments in Washington, and not in any 
manner under the control of military commanders in this region. The 
depots at Port Leavenworth are for the supply of all forces west and 
south-west of that place, including Hew Mexico, whether in this depart- 
ment or any other. The stores sent from Leavenworth, therefore, are- very 
much larger -than are required in this department, and no requisitions from 
any officer serving in this department should be filled from those depots 
without first being approved by the chief quartermaster and chief commis- 
sary for supplies of any kind from officers under my command shall be 
made, except upon the proper officers at these headquarters. An order 
from the War Department to the officers i.n charge of these depots to fur- 
nish no supplies unless requisitions are first approved at the Headquar- 
ters of the departments needing them, will probably effect a considerable 
reduction of issues, I recommend that stich an order be made. 
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In relation to reduction of forces on the plains I present the 
'following statement and suggestions; All the tribes of Indians east of 
the mountains, and many 'west, are in open hostility. They attack the 
mail coaches, emigrant trains, and small posts continually. The United 
States is required to protect the great overland routes passing in sev- 
.ral directions through this great Indian region,, Protection is thus 
required along 3j,S00 miles of road, nearly all of which lies in an tin- 
over which are daily passing the U. S. Mails 
Pacific, cro?rds of emigrants j and great trains 
regions, as well as individuals and small 
threatened difficulties with the Mormons in 
and the civil officers appointed for that 



inhabited coumtry, and yet 
to the territories and the 
of supplies for the mining 
parties of travelers. The 
Utah also demand attention, 
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alone, or eve:;. 
great throngs 



Territory by the Government, as well as the citizens of the United 
States no'.v there and going there, absolutely need military protection 
to enable them to remain in the territory at all. This condition of 
affairs certainly demands a considerable military force, if the Govern- 
ment means to assure security of life and of property to emigrants across 
the plains and to settlers in the newly 'opened territories. The Indian 
question is the most difficult, and I confess I do not see how it is to be 
solved without an entire change of the Indian policy which has hitherto 
been and must, under the laws, now be pursued. The development of the 
rich mining regions in the territories of itself has attracted great 
throngs of emigrants and their number has been tenfold increased by the 
necessary results of the late civil war. Thousands of families who have 
been disloyal or have been sympathizers with the South have, since the 
conclusion of the war, found it difficult, if not impossible, to continue 
to live at their homes, and have left the States of Mis souri, Arkansas, 
Southern Illinois, Kentucky, and no doubt other southern States to make 
their permanent homes in the new Territories, Many thousands of men ?/ho 
have been discharged, from the Army are also seeking the mining regions. 
A surprising emigration has been going forward ever since 
spring and seems 4till to flow on without cessation. Not 
generally j are the great overland routes pursued by these 
of emigrants. Every route supposed to be practicable is explored by them 
They make highways in every direction across -the great plains and drive 
off or destroy the game. Ho part of that great region, however inacc- 
essible, escapes the prying eye of the gold seeker, and no route which 
promises discoveries of value or in any manner shortens his routes of 
travel is neglected. Of course, neither the movements nor the conduct 
of these parties can be controlled,'^ Wo man except themselves can say 
whatwrongs they do to the Indians by robbing, by violence, or by dis- 
possessing them of districts of country which they have occupied unmo- 
lested for centuries, yet the United States Government is held respon- 
sible, if any danger is incurred by them or any loss of life or property 
sustained anywhere In the vast and remote region they are traversing. 

("What the white man does to the Indian is never known.) It is only what 
the Indian does to the white man (nine times out of ten In the way of 
retaliation; which reaches the .public.)^ 

The Indian, in truth, 1ms no longer a country. His lands are 
everywhere pervaded by white men; his means of subsistence destroyed 
and the homes of his' tribe violently taken from him; himself and his 
family reduced to starvation, or to the necessity of warring to the 
death upon the white man, whose inevitable and destructive progress 
threatens the total extermination of his race. Such Is today the condi- 
tion of affairs on the great plains and in the ranges 'of the Rocky moun- 
tains. The Indians, driven to desperation and threatened with starvation 
have everywhere commenced hostilities against the .whites, and are carry- 
ing them on with a fury and courage xuiknown to their history hitherto. 

I There is not a tribe of Indians on the great plains or in the 
"mountain regions east of iMevada and Idaho of 
not now warring on the whites J/ Until lately 
numbs* and utterly Incapable on that account 
whites or protection to the Indians, have been 
Lately large re-enforcements have been sent to 



any consideration which Is 
'the U. ^. Troops, small in 
of affording security to the 
strictly on the defensive. 
the plains , and several 
expeditions have been organized which are now moving against the Indians 
in the hope to restore peace, but In my judgment with little prospect 
of doing so, except by violent extermination of the Indians, unless 
a totally different policy toward them is adopted. The commanding 
officers of these expeditions, as also the commanders of military posts, 
on the frontiers have orders to make peace with the Indians if possible, 
and at the earliest moment that any peace which even 'promises to be 
lasting can be made* The difficulty lies in the fact that we can promise 
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the Indian under our present system nothing that he will ask with any 
hope that we can fulfill our promise, t'The first deraari of the Indian 
is that the white man shall not come into his country, shall not kill 
or drive off the game upon which his subsistence depends, and shall 
not dispossess him of his lands ./( How can we promise this, with any 
purpose of fulfilling the obligation, unless we prohibit emigration 
and settlement west or south of the Slssouri River? 3o far from being 
prepared to make such engagements with the Indian, the Government- is 
every day stimulating emigration and its resulting wrong to the Indian, 
giving escorts to all' parties of emigrants or- travelers ~^ho desire to 
cross the plains, mailing appropriations for wagon roads in many direc- 
tions through the Indian country, and sending out engineers to explore 
the country and bands of laborers to construct the roads, guarded" by 
bodies of soldiers, '%here under such circumstances Is the Indian to 
go, and what is to become of him? ?."hat hope of peace have we when by 
these proceedings we constantly are forcing the Indian to war? I do 

not; know of any district' of country wrest of the Mississippi where the 
Indian can be located and protected by the Government and at the same 
time support themselves ,- as is their custom. I explained all these 
difficulties very fully In the conference -which was had between the 
Secretaries of War and the Interior, General Grant and myselfl 1 

It is Idle to talk of making treaties of peace with the Indians 
when not even an unmolested home In the great region which they claim 
can be promised them with any sort of certainty that such a promise can 

be fulfilled. The very soldiers placed to protect the limited district 
which the Government alone could protect against the incursion of 
white men would render I Impossible for the Indian to maintain himself 
in the only manner known to him. -/lit is uselss to think of the Government 
undertaking to subsist large bodies of Indians in remote and inaccessibl 
districts. Whatever may be .the abstract wrong or right of the question, 
all history shows that the result in this country must inevitably be the 
dispossession of the Indian of all his lands and their occupation by 
civilized men. The only practical question to be considered is, how 
this inevitable process efen be accomplished with the least inhumanity 
and the greatest moral and physical benefit to the Indian, Wa are sure- 
ly not now purusing such a course, nor are the means used becoming to 
a humane and Christian people. t'My duties as a military commander require 
me to protect the emigration, the mails, and the settlements against 
hostile acts of the Indians. I have no power under the laws of the 
United States to do this except by force. This necessity demands a 
.large military force on the .plains , which will have -to be increased a's 
the Indians are more and more driven to desperation, and less and less 
able to protrect the game, which Is their only means of life. The end 
Is sure and dreadful to contemplate, n Meantime, there is, so far as my 
power goes, nothing to be done except what Is being done, and If this 
condition of affairs demands considerable military force and heavy 
expenditures, they must either be accepted by the Government or the 
troops must be withdrawn and the plains again given up to the Indians. 
It would probably not be difficult' to make such a peace now with the 
Indians as has been the custom in times past, but useless to do so unless 

we can at the same time remove the causes- of certain and speedy renewal 
of war j when by withdrawing our forces we will be far less prepared for 
it than now. These treaties perhaps answered the purpose (thought 1 
think tbey were always unwise and wrong) so long as the Indians continued 
to occupy the greater portion of their country, and the war only 
involved small encroachments by whites on its borders. Hitherto, the 
process of dispossessing the Indian of his lands, although equally 
certain, was far slower and far less alarming. H Today we are at one grasp 
seising the whole region of country occupied by the Indians and plunging 
them without warning Into suffering and starvation. Treaties such as 
we have made with them in .times past will no longer answer the purpose. 
I have presented my views on this subject and suggested -wh&t seems to ' 
me the proper course to be pursued so fully and so often to the " : ar 
department, and have so frequently, urged the macbter upon the attentions, 
of the Government, that it seems unncessary and' hardly consistent with 
official propriety that I should reiterate them In this manner, f I only 
do so' no- because the telegram from the General-in-chief , Miich I 
enclose to you, seems to Indicate dissatisfaction that so many troops 
are employed in the Indian country. Either a large force must for a ( 
time be kept there, or we* must furnish insufficient protection to our/ 
citizens in that region. 
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It is hoped that during the present season the expeditions now 
marching against the Indians' will be able to inflict such damage upon 
them that they will prefer to undergo much wrong and suffering rather 
than again break out in hostilities. This is a cruel process, but the 

only one which under the present system seems to be in my power. I will 
withdraw and muster out of service all the troops I possibly can from day 
€o day, and by the close of this season, I will endeavor to reduce to 
much less force the troops serving on the plains. \( It is proper for the 
Government, however, to realize that awing to the changed condition of 
affairs on the plains, arising from the rapid developement of the mining 
region ahd'-the great'! ''emigration to and rapid settlement of t-'-'e new- 
territories, a much larger force will for a long time be required in that 
region than we have heretofore considered necessary,// The remotest -sta- 
tions of these troops and the necessity of hauling in wagons from tlT.v 
Missouri River all supplies needed for them., renders the protection 
#Sq.uired and demanded by the mail service, the emgiration, and the 
remote settlements an expensive undertaking, the propriety of which must 
be determined- by the Government itself. The military commander ordered 
to furnish such protection has only to carry out his orders in the best 
and most economical manner, I trust I have no purpose except to perform 
mjp duty in this matter and in this manner. |f I have assigned M4j on-General 
Dodge, well-known and most efficient and careful officer , to the command 
of all operations in the Indian country west and south of the Missouri 
River, with orders to reduce forces and expenditures as rapidly as it is 
possible to do so, His subordinate commanders are men entirely familier 
with Indians and Indian country, | 

In conclusion, 1 desire, if it be consistent with the public 
interests, to be informed upon two questions, in order that I may act 
with more full understanding of the purposes of the Government: First, 
/Is it designed that such military pressure be kept upon the Indians that 
\ small parties of adventurers prospecting the plains and mountains in 
every direction, and in the most remote and uninhabited regions of the 
country, will be unmolested by Indians, whatever such parties may do 
or wherever they may go? I need not say that protection of so general 
and universal a character will require a large military force, which will 
(he mainly needed to protect the Indians, by watching these white men 
and preventing them from committing acts for which the Indians will 
assuredly retaliate. Is the commander of this department responsible 
for hostiel acts of Indians against such parties? Second, In case A-— 
treates of peace, such as have been usual, are made with the Indians by t 
the proper officers of the Indian Department, and the troops withdrawn 
from the Indian country In accordance with such treaty, is the army 
I commander go be held responsible if the Indians violate the treaty 
' and renew the war? In short, is the army to be made responsible for 
gvery murder or outrgge committed on the great plains by Indians or white 
men, who a re off icAallv_-JL^ peace acc ord tag to the records in the office 
of the ColmHssToher of Indian Af fairs . /^"hen there is divided 
action, as is the case now In the managements of Indian Affairs, there 
should be divided responsibility,, Army commanders are very willing to 
be held responsible for military operations under their immediate command, 
but they are not willing and ought not to be held responsible for breach- 
es of treaties made by other departments of the Government which they 
did not approve, yet to terms of which they are obliged to conform. If 
these questions which are respectfully asked can be answered without 
official impropriety the question of troops needed in the Indian country 
and attendant expenses can be easily settled. 

I am,. Colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

John Pope, 

Ma jor- General Commanding 

General pope referred to the letter written by me which simply 

showed the number of troops I was providing for under the orders ofthe 

Government, which wos for the Northern routes j those *-.< the Korth Piatfte 

and the South PlatteTlSQOo/ men in all, «$'3 i*&Wd*<f fk« ikpet colus*** s 
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■ a.Yrcl ike troops which would occupy Utah, taking care of the 
southern lines and the forces against the Southern Indians, including 

Su i>sisfe~nee »v^Siani-uiy?(/ for 

the route to New Mexico,; '7000 aen in ail. The desertions of the troops 

had retiiioed these numbers very materially, although supplies/ had come 

forward for them, We had to get the supplies for the troops one year 

in advance. My operations in the spring were greatly Hampered because 

there w-as no forage or supplies and it was impossible to get thorn on the 

plains in mid-winter. If we succeeded in making peace with the southern 

Indians, the force on the southern route _ could be reduced to two or three 

regiments. 

Gen. Connor in answering General Pope's dispatch from Horseshoe 

on July 31st, says; "1 fear they do not understand, in Washington 
what the necessities of the service are here. I require a -neat many 
more stipplies than 1 have troops as the nature of the service keeps 
troops moving from posts far distant from each other and it is impossible 
to move stores in the winter. Unless we can end this war this Pall, 
this force will have to be kept up or the white people leave the country, 1 ' 

It seemed as though everything was against us. There had been 
terrible rains all over the plains and the rise in all the streams was 
such that it was impossible for us to ford them, We lost nearly thirty 
days in this way. 

How all this trouble about supplies on the plains, troops, etc. 
came about is plainly seen in Sec. of the Navy, Gideon Wells' Diary 
of the Reconstruction Period, from which the following extracts are 

taken t 

Tuesday, August 8, 186 5. 

Stanton submitted a number of not niaterial questions, yet possessed 
of some little interest. Before the meeting closed the subject of army 
movements on the plains came up, and Stanton said there were three col- 
7~ jinns of twenty -two thousand troops moving into the Indian country, with 
'* a view to an Indian campaing. Inquiry as to the origin and authority of 
such amovement elicited nothing fromthe War Secretary, He said he knew 
nohting of the subject. He had been told there was such a movement, and 
"d Meigs had informed him it was time. Grant had been wrriten to for infer- 
/ mation, but Grant was away and he knew not when he shoul d have _ a reply. 
The expenses of this movement could not,' he said, be less than $50,000,000. 
But he knew nothing about it. 

Friday, August 11, 1885, 

The question of the Indian war on the plains was again brought for- 
ward. No one, it appears, has any knowledge 'on the question. The Secre- 
tary of war is in absolute ignorance. Says he has telegraphed im to Gen- 
eral Grant, and General Grant says he has not ordered it. McCulloch 
wanted to know the probably expense-- the numbers engaged, etc. Stanton 
thought McCulloch had better state how many should be engaged~~said General 
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Pope had command* Harlan said lie considered Pope an improper man-- was 
extravagant and wasteful. Thought twenty -tiro hundred instead of twenty- 
two thousand men was a better and sufficient number."' 

This whole thing is - a discredit to the Wat Department. 

Tuesday, August 15, 1865 . 

Stanton says there is to be a large reduction of the force whth 
is moving against the Indians. That by the 1st of October the force will 
be about 6,000. That large supplies have gone on, but they can be div- 
ided or deflected to New Mexico and. other points, so that they will not 
be lost. 

Friday, August J.8, 1865. 

Senator Doolittle, and Mr. Ford, who have been on a mission to' 
the plains, visiting New Mexico, Colorad, &c. had an interview with the 
President and Babinet of an hour and a' half. Their statment in relation 

to the Indians and Indian affairs exhibits the folly and wickedness of 
the expedition j which has been gotten up by somebody without authority 
or the knowledge of the Government. 

Their strong pro tejj tat ions against an Indian war, and their 
statement of the means which they had taken to prevent it, caiae in very' 
opportunely. Stanton said General Grant had already written to restrict 
operations; he had also sent to General Meigs, 1 have no doubt a check 
has been put on a very extraordinary and unaccountable proceeding, but I 
doubt if an active stop is yet "ait to war expenses,. 

I answered .t!-.ii?.o on August 2nd, _in the following letter to 

General Pope; 

Ft. Leavenworth, Aug, 2, 1865. 

1 am in receipt of your dispatch of the 31st Inst, in regard to 
mustering out troops, reducing expenses &c. I do "not understand fully 
what the meaning or intention is } but I sup ose the Government thinks ■ 
we are incurring unnecessary expense, and using more troops than are 
,/ needed,, These troops have. just been sent ine -from the last, transported 
%* at large expense thousands of miles to operate against the Indians. 
ifvy 1 have just gotten "them well on their way into the Indian country, and 
' now it is asked that they be mustered out. If it is the Intention of 
f\ the Government to muster these men uut f it would have been far better to 
have done it before we made our arrangements to fight the Indians, and 
thereby have saved the immense expense of transportation and derangement 
of our plans. 
^____— a It seems that Government does not appreciate the magnitude of 
the difficulties on the plains that we have . had to overcome, and with 
which we have had to contend. 1st. Last spring, we did not have a 
serviceable horse on the plains. Every man here had to be remounted. 

2d. We were almost out of stores of all kinds. 5d. The troops 
called for were sent In June dismounted, dissatisfied and mutinous. 
The press throughout the West encouraged them, and the State authorities 
protested against their going on ■ the plains. The result is that about 
one fourth have deserted, so that of the troops sent me from the East., 
I have not got more than three fourths for service. The force may look 
large on paper, but It Is very small in the field when you contemplate 
the ground it has to cover, and the work it has to do. 

Now that I have the troops well, under way, got subsistence stores 
enroute to feed them and am just getting matters where we may hope for 
decisive results as the fruit of our efforts, the orders come to muster- 
out. 

The troops on the plains have heard of .these orders and dissatis- 
faction increases* Two regiments mutinied openly, absolutely refusing 
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to go out to fight. In all my experience in the Army, -I never have 
laboied more earnestly or worked as hard as I have to bring about a 
successful issue with the Indians, and I assure you it seems a most 
thankless job./fl desire that the Government may understand that it 
has ''.either got to abandon the country west entirely to the Indians, oa 
or meet the War issue presented. If the latter, I submit, If it is not 
better to use the forces and means in readiness and make- quick work 
of it than to weaken our forces and drag along from year to year at 
a largely Increased loss of blood and treasure. There are about fif- 
teen thousand warriors in open hostility against us on the north, 
and about ten thousand on the south. Against 'these I have had to or- 
ganize columns that were each strong enough to take care of themselves 
offensively, while at the same time I have had to hold troops enough to 
guard throe thousand five hundred miles of overland route; every coach 
(daily) arid every train must be guarded, even a days delay bringing 
complaint that we are not protecting the mail-lines. 

I submit, If under these circumstances Government will not 
think more troops should be on the plains than less. 1 believe I 
appreciate as fully as any one can, the importance of speedily settl- 
ing our Indian troubles, of reducing our expenses and of bringing 
everything to a peace basis, and in all of my operations I -have re- 
fused to buy a horse, mule or wagon; 1 have wasted weeks to pick them 
up wherever I could find them, aid have been delayed greatly thereBy. 
I have turned out my own soldiers to build bridges washed away by the 
floods; to put up our own hay; to build shelters for our stock, and 
In fact every way 1 could possibly think of, endeavoring to avoid 
and reduce expenses. 

Gen. Grant will, I am satisfied, give me credit for never 
calling upon Government for troops or of urging any expense except 
what was actually necessary, since 1 have been in the service, lad I 
most certainly do not propose to begin a career of profligacy now. 
The moment I think it safe to -let a regiment go, I will muster If out. 
If Government considers the 'forces too large or the expenses too great 
let it indicate who shall be discharged, and how expenses shall be 
cut clown. The requisitions that have come in from the plains have 
appeared enormous, and I have cut them down as much as I dared to do® 

The Officers of the Quartermaster's and Commissary Depart- 
ments on the plains should know what is required,, and they complain 
that I am crippling them. Government does not take into considera- 
tion that never before have we had &o extensive a war on the plains- 
never before have we -had one half or one third the country that we 

now have to protect; never before have the Indians been allowed for 
eighteen months to have their own way, to murder, rob and plunder in- 
discriminately and successfully without check or hindrance (until 
within the past three months) and never before has there been so 
large and such a perfect combination of hostile Indians on the plains, 
so well armed and supplied as now. They seem confident of success, 
fight well , and believe today that one Indian is enough to whip five 
white soldiers. It takes almost man to man ibo 'whip them, and will 
until the conceit is taken out of them by severe chastisement* If we 
cannot conquer them this summer and fall, we must this winter; that is 
1 hold that now that we have got after them, we should not stop, sum- 
mer, fall or winter, until they are glad to sue for peace and behave 
themselves. I am confident we can strike some of them now, and in 
the winter I know I can catch them all. They are now on the War-path 
and are not making any provisions for winter; are not hunting, plant- 
ing, laying in meat, or in any way providing for the future as they 
usually doj the consequence will be that we will In the fall and 
winter have them at great disadvantage, 

I am in hopes, however, that the matter will be settled before 
winter. Be that, so or not, I have made provisions -for carrying on 
the campaign in winter. 

In all these matters, I supposed I was carrying out • the in- 
structions and Intentions of the Government. I 'certainly have con- 
cealed no tiling, but have endeavored to fully inform and press upon 
the attention of Government 'the magnitude of these operations, and 
difficulties attending them. I have often fully presented my views 
and plans in this matter, but if Government now differs with me, it 
has only to Indicate its policy and wishes for me to carry them out 
to the be st of my ability,, 

The amount of -trade and traffic seeking its w§cy across the 
Plains Is doubling every year. This year It is immense,.)! Five thous- 
and teams per month having crossed. if The developement of the mines 
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indicate its rapid increase yearly. My understanding is that this 

travel must he protected at all hazards, as thus far this year it 
has been. 

I -enclose, herewith, a copy of my statement showing the amount 
of supplies that have been, or will he sent to the plains, which is 
much smaller than the amount called for by the commanding officers on 
§he plains. 'I leave here tomorrow for Port Laramie, to give my per- 
sonal attention and supervision to affairs, and will be on the ground 
where I can have personal 'knowledge of all matters there. I shall 
leave no stone unturned to bring matters to an issue and the war to 
a successful! end. 

All I ask is that Government be pateint with .us; not ask us to 
do too much in too short a time. Let it consider, as it should, that 
operating fifteen thousand troops on the plains, requires more labor 
and care than to operate one hundred thousand where there is water 
and railroad communication and a settled- country, &e." 

The fact of the matter is they don't seem to have had, in 
Washington, or any place else, any knowledge of the actual conditions 
of the matter and when one reads the Records and the conflicting 
dispatches and orders that came to us, first pushing us every day to 
drive the Indians off of the lines -to protect the Stage Stations 
iu ' the Telegraph linos, the trains, every time a newspaper from the 
West wDUld.Mc8,m'f~a telegram of the depredations of the Indians, the 
Members of Congress would go to the White House and then we would 
receive.: a telegram, and as soon as we could get well into the field, 
and were getting to the enemey's territory, so that the Indians were 
leaving our lines, then came the cry to stop. It was most discon- 
certing and discouraging and while neither General Grant, Sherman 
or Pope could stop it, they got as long a time as possible to let 
me finish the oatnpaigg c© the Yellowstone, but a limit was put to 

it, that everything must stop by October 15th. *•"""*' 

°f A 

Our troops heard ^thoso b Y *-ZY. s and a great many of them muti- 
nied, A portion of the 16th Kansas at Ft. Laramie Mutinied when the 
other troops took two howitzers, double shotted, with orders to open 
with them with grape and canister, they weakened and the ring leaders 
were placed in irons I The desertions from the army we're carrying 
off and selling Government property, which we detected and I imme- 
diately issued the following order; 

r JS.11 persons are warned against the purchase of any Government 

property &c from any soldier or citizen. The only persons authorized 
to sell Government property of any description are the officers of 
Staff Depts, to which it- "pertains, and then not until they receive 
property authority from the General ^Q^ia^ing^ or their proper chiefs. 
The IT. S. laws are stringent on this point, and the punishment 
severe, and in all cases officers are Instructed to -proceed against all 
persons in the U. S. Courts, who are 'guilty of purchasing Govt, property 
in violation of the law, or in any way Inciting soldiers to desert, or 
dispose of Govt. Property in their possession or harboring deserters,. 



388 



furnishing the clothing or committing frauds of any kind on the Govt. 
All citizens are required to report to the nearest commanding 
officer by letter or in person, the sale, theft, or disposal of Govt, 
Stock or property by soldiers or citizens." 
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On August 12th, I- received a. copy of a statement that General 
Meigs had made to General Pope; in relation to the requisition for sup- 
plies on the plains, wphih there .waa absolutely no .truth in- -where he 

got his information, It is. impossible for me to- tell, but I think the 

as " - hy +Ws- officers 

officers counted, being issued, all the supplies called for ivr --d'.l the 

A A 

troops that were sent to the plains and I answered General Pope as 

follows: Omaha, August 12, 186 5. 

If Genl, Meigs or any one else believes any such stories, I 
don 8 t wonder they were scared. When I .got to Ft, Leavenworth, I cut 
down all the requisitions largely and sent you a list of what had gone 
on the plains, I then issued orders direct to Capt. Murphy and Col. 
Potter, instructing them to send no more stores on the plains without 
my order; this 1 suppose they are obeying, Lt, Col. Simpson, Asst. Com. 
Gen. was there at the time and we should have cut them down more but 
they had all gone. You liavea list of the amounts to each Post, Govt, 
did not- indicate to me until after I got to Ft. Leavenworth, and after 
the stores had gone forward, the force they intended to keep there; but. 
my understanding was, that they wanted their troubles settled this 
summer, but to make preparations to hold the over-land and telegrpph 
routes all winter and get in supplies sufficient for my operations, 
and I deemed it my duty to put in "supplies for about 10 ,,000 men east 
of the mountains, which 'I did. The supplies for Utah were a separate 
consideration and 1 consulted you before they were allowed to start,, 
and 1 understood Govt, agreed to it. They were subsequently cut down 
to 2500 men. On your telegram of about July 28th, the requisitions from 
the plains were filled by depot officers without revising them. 

I suppose from the fact that it had not been usual to do so, and 
none of the suppliers coming on the plains when they shwuld have done, 
forced Gen. Connor to turn supplies shipped to Kearney, Cottonwood and 
Denver to supply his troops at Laramie; this becoming known at these 
posts they made additional requisitions to supply those taken by Connor. 

The Depot and Commissary and Q. M. made requisitions to meet these 
additional ones from the Plains, which made the amount much larger. 

1 , stopped all of these requisitions and' it caused me to' scan more 
closely all of them. The supplies for southern routes were sent for- 
ward for six months only,' and for troops then in the field. I believe 
that there would be enough left to supply all that could venture on that 
route for one year. 1 have- no return of the trooss on the plates you. know, 
and if Govt, has any such idea as you mention, I trust you will correct it; 
all I ask is to have them look at my official reports, my orders, &c . and 
if * have disobyed them I am not aware of it. 

Gen. Grant telegraphed for us to go on and carry out the plans in 
Indian affairs as we had proposed, I have not even done that on account 
of the large number of troo ps discharged or who were deserters. I' could 
not s/and any to Utah or west of Green River. 

If Gen. Meigs had consulted the Staff Officers at Fort Leavenworth 
he would have found my orders, .and must have known that I cut down the 
requisitions on freights several millions' o'f pounds," 

Your orders have been or will be obeye'd to the letter, I think 
you .will say that so long as ^ have been under you., I never tried in way 
way to evade an order or instruction, but carried it out in. its letter , ■ 
and spirit. I don't want to go West to look after matters with the Gov- 
ernment hold ng any such ideas as you state, for every thing that I should 
do would be looked upon with a prejudice to me. 
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The amount of troops in General Connor's Holumns(no1 one hundred 
men In &ny one column) I do not, think will amount to 2500, The rest are 
stretched along the routes. There are shout 500 going up Republican, 
two hundred up San^y Hill Fork, and the three columsn under Gen. Sanborn 
about 500 strong each. Supplies larger than v;as actual] y needed at any 
sub-post had to be put in as in quick' movements at these stations, 
we liarf to be able to supply detachments on the move softer Indians, as 
we ha ye not the transportation to take them from one depot to another. 

The only supplies of cam called for on the plains was submitted 
by Col, Potter to Gen. Meigs before it v;as contracted for, and approved 
by him. The other C . ^ . supplies are for a less number of troops than 
commissary supplies ever sent ©or." 

Many of the troops sent me cmd landed at Ft. Leavenworth, and 
were started on the plains, we never got one day's service from. Tliry 
were ordered mustered out by the same authorities which ordered them to 
me and included the following regiments ---the 14th, Ifth and 32nd 
Illinois infantry; the 3rd Massachusetts Cavalry; 14th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry; 3.2th Tennessee Cavalry; lith Indian Oavalay: 7th Kansas Cavalry 
5th Michigan Cavalry; 9th Wisconsin Battery; Independent, Colorado 
Battery ; ; 11th Kansas Cavalry; 15th Kansas Cavalry, 3rd Wisconsin 
Cavalry, 14th Lissouri Cavalry; 2nd Colorado Cavalry. These troops. , 
when they reported, their rolls showed that they represented about 7000 
men present but there was nothing near that number, only 3500 of then; 
were present when mustered out. Tills show' plainly what real knowledge 
they hai' at the War department as to how matters are being handled on 
the plains and how little attention was pain to our letters; it also 
shows what I had to c ontend with In trying to get organ i zed columns 
with. 3 force, sufficient to insure success "lien we aet the Indians, blost 
of the troops used in the campaign had to march from ^t, Leavenworth. \ 
nearly to -the Yellowstone River, over one hmSAni: -niles. 

On -O^f^m' 12th, 1 sent the following dispath from Counil Bluffs 
to General Pop.'- : 

" i get off to^ay and will straighten matters on nftains. It seems 
to me all the rascals In the w est are combined to swindle the Covernment 
my staff officers at Fort Leavenworth report great amount of swindling 
there and In Kansas. It is done b" stealinr Government stock and in 
every conceivable way, I have picked up over 100 stolen horses "and raule 
here, and there appears to be a d&r'eful organization extending clear to 
Denver and to Missouri. They entice men to desert '■■ sell the government 
property and, then assist the.., in .getting out of the country. Is General 
Elliott going to Kansas? A wide-awake officer -Mould be in command 
there, and ought to be on the ground anon, ^o I understand v 0nr di 3T)a tch 
to mean that no requisitions are to be filled oh my approval? 

On August 15th, as near as I could caluu'late, I had left in all 

my departments 7700 cavalry n n d 2100. Infantry an- 1 of this force 1200 
cavalry and 1000 Infaatry ten., of service would expire before I could 
utlize them in the field, j had over 3500 miles of mail and telegranh 
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line to keep open beside the five columns of troops that were in the 
fields Of this force, I don't suppose there was over 6000 men that 
were absolutely available for duty. 
% / On August 12th, I left Council Bluffs for the uurpose of . 
going on to the plains to look afiter everything personally. I had 
f f'hJ A sent my head- quarters outfit front Ft. Leavenworth direct, -I had ■ 

Intited the' Hon. John A.- lasson, member of Congress from my district 
In Iowa, to accompany me and he joined me at <&iu&t%luf f s ; also my 
brother, Mr, N. P. Dodge and Brig,: General James A. fl illiamaon who 
was still on duty in my department. We staged it from Omaha to 
Ft. Kearney and arrived there on August 18th." I wiped General Pope, 
from there that this, depot Is in good condition; troops in good 
discipline hut the detachments scattered along the road guarding the 
over-land coaches are not in good condition. It is impossible to 
Iceep up good discipline when troops are so scattered, many of the 
detachments necessarily under non-commissioned -officers. The stage 
company will not run a coach unless we guard it over every mile. The 
moment they lose any stock, they draw off coaches and we run them, so 
that the mail has never been stopped; for instance the case from.' 
Gamp Collins to Halle ck, v4iich I have now gotten to running again, 
wili troops enough to keep the route secure.n Reports from troops 
moving up the Republican and Smoky Hill show no Indians in that 
country, so that they are all north or south of our two overland 
routes. This guarding stages i-s terrible on stock." 

On the 15th of.- August,- Major General Sanborhn met the chiefs 
and head men of the Comanches, Oheyennea, Apaches and Kiowas at the 
mouth of Little Arkansas Ri¥er and with them entered into a written 
agreement for the cessation of hostilies find for a meeting to con- 
clude: arrangements for a perpetual peace to be held Oc-tober 4th at 
Bluff Creek, a bout forty miles south of the. Little Arkansas. General 
Sanborn thought -this would end ho.stllites south, of the Arkansas. 
Upon receipt of this dispatch, 1 Immediately sent orders to reduce 
the force in Kansas and on the s : outh route to two regiments of 
Cavalry and one of infantry, which was carried out as rapidly as 
.possible. 
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.' On 'August 17th, I left Port -K©'arR«y--my party consisted 
of my brother, A. P. Dodge, Gen.; 'James A. Williamson, who entered ■ 

A 

. tlie service as Adjutant of my regiment, the 4th Iowa. Mr. Hortori., 

brother-in-law of General Pope, and my staff; Maj. McEiroy, Inspec v 

tor General; Gapt, J. A* Bennett, A.A.G., Captains G, E. Ford and 

Edward Jonas, A.D, C. , and Dr. Johnson,. Assistant Surgeon and my 

telegraph operator. Gov, Al«ti*io Saunders and 0. P. Harford of. 

Onaha accompanied us to Fort Cottonwood. My escort was made up 

from soldiers of the 21st I. Y. Cavalry and one company of the 14th 

Pennsylvania Cavalry under Captain Bennett, both from the Army of 

the Potomac. 'Our train consisted of 12- four-mule wagons and two 

ambulances. We left Port Kearney about 10 A M. , marched" 21' miles 

and camped on the banks of the Platte. Everyone in camp -took a- 

bath in that river. The road was lined with ox and mule teams 

loaded for Denver. • ; 

On August 18th, we marched thirty-five miles, ' starting' at 

6 A. M. We passed the graves of Mr. Marble of Council Bluffs 

and others who were killed by Indians while freighting from Council 

Bluffs to Denver. We reached Plum Creek station at noon where I 

spent two hours using the telegraph line. We camped on the Platte' 

River about 8 miles east of midway station. ■ 

On August 19th, we marched up the Platte Valley, which is 

ten to fifteen- miles wide here and reached Port Cottonwood and 

camped near the post, receiving a Major-General salute of 13 

guns. 1 had named this post Port McPherson after my commander 

who fell at Atlanta, on July 22nd , 1864. 

1 was acquainted with this ground because it was here that 

my father in 1859 and 60 had a store and looked after our trains 

crossing the plains. We made this a half way station to lay up 

our lame stock and to trade with emigrants for their crippled 

stock, i looked over this country pretty carefully for the 

purpose of s eeing what the ravines produced in the' way of timber 

■!■ which we could use in building 'railroad. I fpund its ravines" 

contained a great deal of cedar but it would only be fit for 

telegraph poles. The country about here is inviting, the. river 

near and the islands covered with grass ani- timber rt^oV ea.rs^jc - 
iWe a, b&Mi e-f £'iod% Wk.$ e*rmto*&<h*-vi mini" one h&lf of .■.ika-nc.&Liid . 
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- On the 21st, we inarched to premont Springs »• 33 miles. The 
bluffs here are high and steep and come down to the river. On the \/ 
23rd ? we marched 33 miles , to within four miles of Butte Station, 
I found here one of the old mountain men, Leon Palladav, and employ- 
ed him as a guide to go with me. Ee knew the country between the 
Platte and the Arkansas River. The weather was very hot, the coun- 
try very monotonous, a flat valley without any trees or hills, 
with the trains of the freighters and" emigrants in view. For twenty 
miles, we were not out of sight of them. On August 24th, after 
marching fourteen miles, we reached. Julesburg, Here I received 
General Pope's order #20 dividing up the country west of the Miss- 
ouri River into- districts. The portions in my command, the district 
of Kansas , was placed under Gen. 'W. L. Elliott, with headquarters 
at Ft* Leavenworth; the district of Nebraska under General Pv^nk 
rheaton, headquarters at^Laramie; the district of Colorafe under 
Brevet Major- General E. Upton, headquarters at Denver; District 
of Utah, under General P. £. Connor, headquarters at Salt Lake 
City. 

These commanders were sent to their different commands but 
had no 'Control of the troops in the field and were ill subject to 
my orders. I recommended that General Sanborn should be made one 
of the commissioners to tr«sM" with the southern tribe of Indians, 
Sffalach .appointment was made. 

There was nothing left at Julesburg; the Stage station had 
been burned and the scattered houses which were left were exposed 
to Indian attacks. The new stage station was protected by troops. 
Up to this point, we had passed numerous ranch home a , located at 
or near the stage stations. They were built of poles covered 
'with sod and dirt and with sod roofs. The ranchers kept stocks 

of goods to trade with emigrants and freighters. The ranch home 
of 'Jar^fe Morrow j a noted plainsman, 12 miles west of Cottonwool 
was a- fine three-story home, built of logs with a number of out 
buildings. It is near. the joining of the North and South Platte 
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rivers, and is a prominent, place on the overland route to Denver. 

1 received a telegram hers from Col, Swayer's wagon-road. 
wht&Jt -j^as surveyix?- <£) Kotc+e ~foV^ w&fo-y\ vua4 4V«w Syo"-¥ £Wv -fo ^/avi^ 

p&rty^ r sporting that- they had 'been attacked by the Indians. Ga';t. 

Williford in command of Co. G and D of the 5th United States Vol. 
Infantry and Go. B qf the' 1st Dakota Cavalry' Vols, which was the 
volunteer escort to -this wagon road outfit, reported that when 
within 20 miles of Powder River, it was ascertained by their guide 
that it would be impossible to advance further in that direction 
on account of the roughness of the country; consequently, we re~ 

traced our steps and on the Say of our retreat, we were attacked by 
several thousand Indian warriors-, who kept us corralled, nearly four 
days and nights, fighting through the day, and srt night would with- 
draw to commence hostilities again at early dawn, hut finding - 
every effort to capture our train and massacre its defenders only 
resulted in their loss of many -killed and wounded braves, they 
abandoned the siege and left us to pursue our journey to a point 
sixty miles farther south, where we struck General Connor's ' trail - 
on the 22d instant, and encamped. On the S3d, our command was 
found to be only fifteen miles -from Port Connor, and received 
orders from General Connor to report at that point and from there 
on Col. Kidd of .the 8th Michigan Cavalry furnished the escort of. 
the party. Col. lawyer undertook to strike straight across to 
the north end of Big Horn Mountains. I had informed him before 
they started that they must keep to the south end of the Black 
.Hills and strike Powder River well up towards Its head but they, 
thought it would be possible for them to make a much straighter 
road and endeavoring to do this, got into difficulty; had to 
retreat and take the route that I had informed them the mountain 
men said was the only practical one # Captain Williford does not 
state that it was through his taking command of the expedition 

when they got into trouble that : it was saved. 

« 

Col, Sawyer tried to great with* the Indians and held parleys 

with them and fed them but they only lookwd upon that as a weakness 
and lived up to no agreement that they made with 4.irwii. 
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On August 24th, we spent the day at Port Rankin, a well located 
and protected post held by two companies of Infantry. 

On August. 25th, we inarched from. -Julesburg, 35 miles up Lodge 
Pole Creokj 1 received hor-; the report -of Lt. Pitch in the Smoky 
Hill Stagr<? %^i Bu ^' y ^^iS r ^ r oxiie to Denver. I had sent him by direc- 
tion of the government, instructions to examine this route. His 



report is as follows: 



Ft. Leavenworth j Aug, 2 5, 1865, 



The advantages of the Smoky Hill route over the Platte or the 
Arkansas must be apparent to any body. In the first place, it is 1/6 

miles shorter to Denver, making 232 -miles on the round trip and emi- 
gration like a ray of light, will not go around unless there are. 
insurmountable obstacles in the way, and in this case the obstruc- 
tions are all together on the Platte and the Arkansas. 

Aside from the difference of distance in favor of "the new 
route f you will find no sand on the Smoky Hill route, whilst from 
Juiesbusg to Denver, a distance of 200 miles the emigrant or fraigh- ' 
ter has a dead pull of sand without a stick of timber or a drop of 
living water save the Platte itself, .which is from three to five' 
miles from the road and w|p,en it is taken into consideration that a 
loaded ox train makes but from 12 to 14 miles a day, and never' to 
exceed 16, it will not pay, and will double the distance to drive to 
the Platte, the only water in the country for the purpose of camp- 
ing, and all will admit that the Platte waters «re so impregnated with 
allfeli as to render them dangerous to water stock from, it, and the 
carcasses^ now lingn g the road along the Platte ndar evidence to the 
destructive qualities, whilst- on the new route- not a particle of this 
bane can be found. 

Another advantage of the new route is that on the Platte from 
the Junction to Denver, a distance of 85 miles, hardly a spear of 
grass can be found to help hide the sandy desert like appearance of 
the route whilst on the new route an abundance of fine buffalo and 
gramma grass can be. found all the way, and the near approach to the 
mountains does not seem to affect it, as all kinds of- grass can be 
found from, one end of the route to the other. 

On the new route we saw no signs of Indians or in fact any jigns 
later than last fall. This can be accounted for" from the fact that 
the Platte «nd Arkansas routes being so heartily garrisoned, Indians 
with their natural shrewdness will not wedge themselves into a strip 
of country entirely surrounded by Government troops. 

in additon to the advantages above enumerated, the new route 
is located throughout Its entire length, along and directly paral'iel 
to the Central Pacific Railroad, which is now running daily trains 
as far as Lawrence, 40 miles west of the Missouri River, and I have 
been confidently informed that the cars will be running as far as 
.Topeka, the State Capital, this fall which will shorten the stage 
route over the new line 60 miles,, making the distance to be travel- 
led by coach only 524 miles of" 176 miles less than by the Platte 
and 276 shorter ths.n -the Arkansas, as It is 600 miles from Leaven- 
worth City or Atchison to Denver by the Platte and' 800 by the Ark- 
ansas, 

k'urther: Should emigration ever Increase to such an extent as 
to cause scarcity of timber, nature has beautifully supplied the 
,: 'Smoky Hill with an abundance "Boide de Vanhe" ^hich is always cheer- 
fully used by the tired emigrant in. preference' to cutting timber 
for a fire." 






As soon as the stages were placed on this A route , I stationed 
troops at two or three points on it r.~ as to protect it to the 

Colorado line » 

On the 20th, we uiarche- four uiilfis v.r> "or1 S e Fole Creek ?nH 
turner directly north to lui^dy Springs where Col. Collins bed fought 
a two day's battle; thence "• o Larvens Fork, near Court Ho line Roc. , ^ 

„-p ^v- -niri -,-,-* t~r it he in.- fed by ■-ol^ .springs, a distance 6- 

Stream Ol TiT.il 6 f 0O,l f ' U".i Lik. i j J- u i,cxi.i-_ j <- ■« j j >- 

forty wiles, twenty-eight miles without water. '. r e passed through the . 
Eun SprJnr country an* came to what the Indians know as pumpkin 
Creek, which was a beautiful strea... with a valley three .alios wide, 
with high precipitate bluffs with chimney rock in view about twenty 
five miles off. T.he trail over which we he-- 1 come was bordered with 
sun- flowers. The -country north of Lo.-ige Per le IS filled with cactus 
and sage -brush . 

On tbw- Ls^th, our mcreh was along the North Plotie, The bluffs 
were picturesque monuments mode 1 y the win- 1 . Chimney rock wee a 
curiosity. After maUn~ 28 .,ile;g -w cacr^a for the night, ct Fi<ww- 

1 iri's kecnii. 

On the :J8th, re pessed Footts Fluffs tovve icing up over one 
nun-- 1 red feet end carved by the e3o. worst " into every conceivable 
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shane. ""e reached Fort nifcbeli, a mud Pott on 
the Plctte Hjver commended "oy 0a r f . Shaman . His wife was with him. 
F'e marcher fort.y mi'es an-' capped at the Indian Agency-, passing f lie 
ground whore Capt. Foufze hwd hie fight ami lo:. t hie life. On 
Larch. 20th, w. 1 reached Ft. , Laramie and were received with a salute. 
I stopped at the head-quarters building, taking my mesls with kajor 
Bullock the Sutler. The country which, va? passed through v. as one vn; 
plain of grass and sand arid nor aid then a singular chained bluff or 
hil] rising cut o r it. T "e passed Court House Foe]:. It rises out 
of the valley f'00 feet high; also chimney root:, a -aia^de shnft 385 



feet hi ah. TL used to b 
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high but the lightning and 



reins here broken it off. It j a a oinwilr-r freak, of nature, one 
must ace the country to eopreeiate it--a stwwlp oO-'Owiijes wi-^e 
reaching from the Frid ish possessions on the norti- To ' the gulf on 
the south; enparently only fit for pasturage and s ; _,roat highway 
to the Rocky i.iOunia:!n:r beyond. Game is plenty. " e often savv herns 
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of antelope, 100 in a herd, and generally kill one, or two a day to 

keep us in fresh moat. There 7/ as no water along the rente, except 

in the big streams, such as the Platte; all streams heading in the 

sedimentary rocks were dry so that people living in that country 

in an early day must live upon a big stream, 

^ I found some Indians camoed at Ft. Laramie; also several 

k 

mountain men whom I knew and employed} one Kick Janis, a French- 

'' man , with a Sioux family, who was thoroughly acquainted with the 

country north of the Platte, 

Ft. Laramie is located in the forks of the Platte and Laramie 

River on a high %i\m% of land and amply protected from Indians, 

Two large fame bui Idlings old and weather 1 worn face the parade 

ground. One cottage occupied by Major Bullock, and some f If ten 
adobe, one story buildings, Mrs, Connor the wife -of General 
Connor was stopping at the post. Rick Jan Is , an old friend and 
guide and the Indians, camped here, gave myself and party a feast and 

peace smoke. The feast was in a large council tepee In the Laramie 
River Valley. With the aid of the sutler, they had wines and canned 
eatables j but the piece do res/staief was in' the center, a large pan 

of steaming soup. We sat on the ground around the center piece and 
everyone ate heartily, and after the wine had flown and the soup 
well partaken of, I took a large wooden spoon and turning up the 
delicacies in the big pan, caught a paw, held it up and asked Janis 
if it was a squealer, and he said, "no, no, a bow-wow," and Kasson, 
Williamson and Horton made for the outside of the tent and turned 
over 'to the outside canines, the part they had eaten. They could 
not stand the puppy soup. Janis had a fine attractive daughter by 
a Cheyenne wife and Maj. McElroy was greatly taken with her, but I 
put a stop to any serious intentions. The girl had fallen In love 
with the Major, who was a fine appearing officer. 

1 received word, here from General Connor that the Pawnee 
Battalion on August 16th discovered and 'surrounded a party of 24 
Cheyennes returning from the mail raad with scalps and plunder. 
They overtook them about 60 miles N. Ik on Powder River and after 
a short engagement killed the whole party. The loss on our 
side was four horses killed; they captured 29 animals among 
which wdre 4 Government mules, 6 Government and 1 overland stage 
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horses, 2 Government saddles, a quantity of white woman and child- 
ren's clothing, 2 Infantry coats:, &c . This band of Indians had been 
down on the Ft. Halleck road; had attacked a small train and guard o± 

Michigan troops, had captured their train and burned the escort, 
tying them to the wheels of the wagons. General Connor got word of 
this and knew the -.trail they would take north and put the Indians 
upon it. When they had the Indians surrounded, the leader of the • 
band of c heyennes saw that there was no escape for him and he 
marched up to Major North, put his hand up to his mouth and said, 
"We are ready to die; we are fujbl -of white men up to here." On one 
of these Indians was found the diary of one of the Michigan soldiers 
and In this an Indian, in his own sign language, had given a full 
description of his 
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trip, where he had left his band, where they had camped, etc These 

signs were such that one of our half -"breeds could read them and gave 
' us a history of the whole 'trip, I sent this cliary^to Washington, I 
regret, .that I did not keept it, as it was a great curiosity* 

Before we left Ft. Laramie, John A. Kassonvho had been greatly 
impressed upon what he had seon on the plains, the conditions and the 
action of the Government, that he wrote the President the following 
letter: 



August 30, 1865. <^ 



To the President: 



Prom FU Kearney to Ft. Laramie I have marched in the saddle, 
gathering all the information possible from post and field Officer, from 
frontiersmen and others, touching public affairs in this region, 
.v. From this information it seems to me that the following conclu- 
^ijr sions are una? ■ idable . First: The Hornons are' all indisposed, and 
' v. many viciously hostile to the II. 3. Government, Their leaders have 

y> tricked us upon contracts, are vindictive and treacherous. They insist 
/ upon putting their church above the ^>tate, and seek .to expel all but 
Mormon^.; from their territory by terror, and woulcfj^Mi it by arras if 
they dared. They frequently have inspired the Indians to.. hostility 
and. ''.several times have committed outrages theramelves and then charged 
them upon Indians, 

There are valuable mines in their jurisdiction, whose develops- 
ment is 'of great importance, .A strong force is needed there permanently 
to overawe them, and protect Gentiles. Gen. Connor is strongly approved 
as Commander of that district. 

Second; Durable peace with the Indians can only be obtained by 
their prior and. severe castigation. Neither justice nor money from us, 
only fear of us, will protect our people against their unspeakable bar- 
barities. Women horribly ravished, men quivering under dissected bodies, 
rj and roasted in the fire of burning trains, and mutilated in a manner too 
s brutal for description, as well as an insulted and defiled Government, 

call for a just -vengeance before concilation is accepted, much less 
tendered. Their just 'punishment and consequent peace, can be had 
only by following and fighting them at their villages, whi ether they' 
always outrun us, and where they can be overtaken at a stand and severely ' 
whipped. The hunting season is rapidly passing and before December, 
they will be caught inevitabiey, perhaps sooner. Yet, it is rumored, 
orders have gone to withdraw the Northern Expedition h>y some 'fixed 
date. It is severe punishment alone,, that will keep them from the 
transit routes, Mere post defences Ilong the route invite their raids, 
and inspire aggression 'upon the trains proportioned to the intervals 
between the osts; for it is notice to them of exposed points, upon which 
they can rush down from the neighboring bluffs, and on retreat easily es- 
cape our cavalry. 

Third; . Our finances for many years will be largely dependent up- 
on the developement of the gold mines. An experienced mining capital- 
ist estimates the production of .gold from the central mines alone, in 
five years, if that interest is protected and encouraged, at five hundred 
millions per annum. The mines are the best hope for the restoration of 
Specia payments, for the reduction of current expenses, and of interest 
on the public debt. Machinery, provis ons , and supplies to the miners 
are indispensable to this result. These Indian troubles have enhanced 
•'the cost, of these things enormously, nearly doubling .the freight charges, 

besides discouraging all new enterprises. The average freight this 
summer to all the mining regions ' supplied from the East has been about 
18 cts,,. per poxmd, a formidable tariff added to co&t of food, and of 
other supplies. Five miners for one, and tw®>i.Jy pounds of gold for one 
now, without opening new mines, will be the result of assured protection 
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and cheapened supplies. 

Important as are the Overland Mail and Telegraph lines, they 
are a small interest compared with, the surprising amount of commerce 
and transportation across the plains. We have vastly underestimated 
this interest in the E a stj and its relations to the finances of the 
Government, It demands the utmost energy in completing the Pacific 
Railroad at least to the mountains, and until then, justifies all needed 
expenditure to thwart the Indians in their attempts to break up its 
route of transit. 

Fourth: General Dodge, Commanding active operations on the 
plains, fully understands the Indian character, habits, warfare addf 
country as well as the vast importance of encouraging and protecting - 
mining interests. He is -energetic, vigilant, economical where economey 
is possible and as watchful- of Government Interests as any man I ever 
knew, I think Lieut, Gen. Grant will confirm that opinion. I am in- 
formed that he has ail the sup lies already on the plains necessary to 
complete his operations with all the force necessary. If this is .so, i 
is it not a censurable policy to put a few months pay of a very few 
re giments against a final and successful campaign? For true economy, 
for security, for a lasting peace, I earnestly urge upon you' to take a 
personal interest in this Indian question, .that the people may not 
hereafter reproach your administration with the responsibility of 
ewnewsed brutalities that shock human nature,' of the destruction or 

serious discouragement of the vast interests now in course of devel- 
opeiaent, and with defeat by confederated Indians, after victory over 
confederated white rebels; all of which can be prevented by a few month's 
perseverance in efferts already inaugurated and previously approved. 

Hoping to make fuller explanations when i aee you in November, 
on this subject, I remain, Sir, Very respectfully and truly. 

Your obdt. Servant, John A. Has son. 

I also received word here 'of the death of my friend Brig. 
General Mar.ee Ung Crocker. "We had been close friends- ever since I had 
come to Iowa. He was stricken with a fatal disease during the 'far and 
knew it. He was a fine soldier, highly appreciated by General Grant, 
who often spoke of him and who tried to ameliorate his last days by 
giving him a command In New Mexico, thinking the' high altitude might 
safe his life. General- Crocker saw that his disease had but one end 
and he went home and stayed until he passed away. General Williamson and 
Mr. Kasson both lived in the same town, Des Moines, and it was ' a sad day 
for all of us when we received the news. 

Before leaving Ft, Laramie, I ordered mustered out the 12th 
Tennessee, 6th Western Virginia, the 3rd Massachusetts, the 7th Kansas 
11th Kansas Cavalry and the 2nd United States Volunteers. They had been 
reduced by desertions very largely and were occupying a country which I 
considered we could take care of without them and I was anxious to get 
rid of dvery soldier 1 could so as to decrease the expense. 
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On September 2nd,' I moved out of ^Laramie up the Platte Valley 
30. mile si The Platte runs through -the canon here for , fifteen -miles. 
'It would be J^iJarattiiaWf to run a railroad line 1 through 'iv.;re but this 

could be avoided by going north of Laramie, toward the Raw Hide and 

keeping along the low ground. The wagon roa'd is -rough, crossing the' . 
foot hills of the Black Hills, and: is elevated from three to five hun 
dred feet above the valley-,- From here I telegraphed General Pope 
that General Connor with his troops was now on Tongue River. He left 
Powder River with 90 days supplies : and on reaching Panther Mountains < 

^he send back one regiment and his train, going from there with pack 
animals. He says if he is allowed .to go 'forward with his force, that 
he will settle the Indian matter before he returnes. 1 think now 
that he is there with his stores, he should be encouraged to remain, 
wen though It takes longer than we expect, and not return until 
he has made peace. He will have ■t^^n ^- -.-;»., after the regiments return, 

1800 men; the Government certiamly would not recall Mm when the 
stores are all 'on hand, ' 

On September 3rd, -we marched 30 miles and camped on the north 
side of the Platte, It was a col4 : :night and we all suffered* The £*y*4r&, 
kept upa continual howling that gave us very little sleep. We were in 
a high altitude and .not likely to see much more Farm weather except in 
the middle of the day, I put our '~ stock out to graee on this morning " 
and we 'did not start on our march until 7 o'clock. We crossed the 
divide into the Horse-Shoe Creek Yailey where we , found a stockade 

.garrisoned with soldiers,. We stopped here for rest and lunch on, ik>MMk§S 

■Creek. We soon got back .intoothehp^atte Valley and following its 

channel closely, sometime in sight :of it ,. sometimes -far away. Dossing " ■ 

the hills, we went into camp 'early ; on the north side of the Platte, 

facing Laramie Peal. ' . - 

On September 4th, we left the Platte at the mouth -of Laprelle' 

and marched 11 miles north. The road was sandy and destitute of timber . 

We passed through about five miles -of . bad lands. There was no vegitation 

and' petrifaction abounded there i I picked up a petrified tpfetle. W© . - 

* crossed on to the south side of the Platte, then to the north s-ide,,leav- 
■*■% ' . ■ 
ic- r: /%xig it and going in a north-westerly direction up Sage Greek, camping 

-: IS miles from the Platte river, maling 27 miles. 
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On September 5th it was very cold. The night before ice- 
formed. Our route was in a north-westerly direction ovir a high rolling 
sandy prairie country, with no trees, le crossed the South Cheyenne 
due north vim Pumpkin Buttes and laut^rnf Smoky Buttes and also the Black 
Hills \ For about 100 miles North-east, dense columns, of smoke rise show- 
ing that the Indians were burning the prairies.' We marched 20 miles and 
camped on>*the Middle Cheyenne. There was grass and alkali water but no 
wood. We are now in a country that 'has b©«sij? been„ known until our move- ' ' 
.ments this year into it after the Indians, It has always been held by \ . 
the Sixous and North Cheyenne s, a portion of it had beeen debatable 
ground with the Crofts but there has been no trails or roads through" it 
and the only guide who knew the country well was James Bridger who was . , 
with |%*. Connor's column. ■ . _ ? ^^'i L(&&' 

On the 6th we marched 16 miles,' and stopped, at Connor's Wells, 

/««,|* six miles beyond the north fork of the Cheyenne . On rising the bluff, 

\ * • . 

\ we reached the divide between the Platte and Powder River. We had a 

'Splendid' view from here* The "Big "Horn Mountains' to" the JJorth-west » ; 

topped with snow, the pumpkin Buttes; were also in plain Yiew. Daily we [^ 
saw smoke signals of the Indians which showed that they were not 'very^ : 
far from, us . • 

On September 7th we made an early start so as to reach Port i 
Connor. .We were on the road before sunrise. We travelled for one hour : 
in the light of the moon. We soon reached the summit or divide where 
the water flows east to the Platte and north to the Yellowstone. It is ; 
a section of ground overlooking the treeless prairie in every direction. \ 
In front os us was the Powder River,: beyond that the Big Horn Mountains.' 
le descended from the high plateau under the shadow of Pumpkin Butte down 
a dry branch to Powder. River and went into camp one and one-half miles 

below Ft. Connor, •. 

•We spent Friday Septeber 8th at ''Fort Connona named by me Ft, 
Reno after General Reno who was killed in the Civil War. We found Col. 
lidd in Command here. Ft. Connor is: a stockade consisting of two build- 
ingff iUld by the Commissary and Quartermaster . It is situated on a high 
table overlooking Powder River,- My nephew, Capt. G-. M. Bailey, Joined 




'me here. He had been in command of 'one' of the companies of the United-;;,;;, 
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States Volunteers, who escorted Col.: Sawyer's wagon-road party from Sioux 

City enroute to Montana. 1 changed: the escort here and placed Col Kidd 

In charge with a portion of his Michigan regiment to guard them beyond 

the Big Horn Mountains, which would take Miem into a country where there 

were no Indians. 1 established this. Port here for the purpose of having 

a continuous line across this Indian: country from Ft. Laramie. There 

i , 

~ypte)u.ttj-a.\yts 

was one fort at Powder River > another at the" foot of the Big Horn and 

i vi -Vk e % ) ) o w s h». *> # i v* y V * 1 ) -*y Av 

another at the Big Horn xRiver. As yet this was an unexplored region. 
% A 

The Crows, Srm&$, 'Cheyenne and Irapahoes had hunted there for years ani 
fought for its possession. The great Indian trails leading to the coun- 
try to the North and south pass through th±s country. It is held more 
dear "by the Indians than any country; they occupy and 1 am satisfied it 
will he very difficult to make them give it upt . It is very wild and 
the prariries are desolate and unimtiting, but the Big Horn range which 
risei right out of the centre of it 'is snow capped and very commanding 
in its view. Almost all of the "streams 'of water in' it "rise "in "the Big 

Horn range; the other. streams rising: on the plains are all dry. if we 

in* 

can open and maintain this route from. Laramie to Montana, it will be 

the shortest possibe route to that country. It will "cut off nearly 400 

miles of travel,. The old route follows up the Platte to Salt Lake and 

thence north into Montana. By this rtfute it is not to exceed 450 miles to 

Montana, while by the old route' it is over 800. One company of the 

Pawnee Indians met me here s Everyone had a scalp of a, Sioux or Cheyenne 

which they were very proud of. They! came to see me with their how-hows 
4Wr visiH -tc^s <**• tlf (p»^{ f J 

and Klkhorn?-.; ffaey had not forgotten JJhe Sharp -eye of "days gone by or 

■ A 'Vw ^ : h 

■one-hand, (Fifield.) 'tv^^^^^^b^-^^^^m. The weather was very 

cold, k heavy snow storm caused us to have big fires in front of our 

tents. The men stood around shivering and it was very severe on our 

horses and we lost a good many that were not able to travel and we have 

to Shoot them. 1 sent' a part, of my escort up the 'powder River into the 

West and' on their return, they reported that there was _ quite a cluster of 

the remains of adobe houses near the mouth o'f -Salt .Greek. lo one seemed 

to know anything about them or what : they were but I afterwards ascertained 

from Father De§met .that they were Ummm. as the Portugeese houses and- tkat 
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there had- been a Catholic mission there at one time. The line of travel 
to them was up the Yellowstone instead of by the Platte so that they were 
not known to the mountain men along the Platte, whom we had with us. 

1 was greatly disappointed when 1 did not receive word here 
.from. ufl. Cole .and Mkl^ter * s columans.- I knew that Connor had gone on to 
the Tongue River hut it was time that messengers from Cole and Walker 
should have reached Connor and that he should have sent word hack to me of 
the news from them. I sent instructions from here for Gen. Gonoor to 
close up his campaign and return by the 15th of October and gave him 
full instructions as^ to the full disposition of troops in this part of 
Laramie district and on September 10th, I started for Ft. Laramie. We 
marched 15 miles and went into camp,: 0-a^e was plenty all through this 
country and the hunters kept us feed -with antelope hut as yet we had 
struck no deer- or "buffalo. There had been two trails made from Ft. 
Connor to Ft. Laramie and I concliided to return on the left hand fork, 
keeping near Buffalo Springs and. well towards Pumpkin Butte. We camped 
10 miles from 'Powder River' in "a fine': spot, with 'plenty' of" grass and wood.' 
Water in holes, hut scarce. We abandoned four head of stock here. 

On Septeber 11th, our route lay up the valley of a dry branch 
gradually ascending to the high divide which gave us a magnificent view 
of the Big Horn Mountains, covered with sntrw from base to summit. We 
iraroned at Curtis Springs and camped at Current Springs, having made 
27 mfles. The stock was ve'ry-tired and worn down. During the day 
Captain Bennett and one of, the Indian guides, Leon Palladay, killed a 
buffalo . At Current Springs we struck the old route; the new road is . 
longer than the old but much better for wood, water and grass. and not 

so r ought , 

On September 12th we marched 25 miles to Sage Creek Springs. 

The road was good but our stock was very weak and tired and eight of them 
had to be abandoned, I herded the stock all night, there bft#g plenty . 
of |rass and water. At this place Lt. Col. ftswrnAscm of the lew York 
company was taken sick--bleeding at the lungs. . ' -;>- 
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On September 13th we marched 21 miles. We took our- lunch on 
an island in the Platte river and camped near the second crossing of the 
Platte. 1 sent Lt. Jonas to LejSontfc for corn, which our stock was very 
much in .need of. He returned on the morning o.f the 14th with five mules 
loaded with corn. We moved out and reached Le Botite Creek, a distance 

of sixteen miles where we lunched. Me marched eleven milesfurther 
and camped six miles west of Horse Shoe Creek. It was a fine camping 
ground with water, and wood/ 

On' September 15th 1 left; early with my telegraph operator to' 
go to the Horse Shoe Telegraph Station. 1 spent anhour or two here 
telegraphing. Among the dispatches; sent, was the following to General 

Pope : 

Hope Shoe, September 15, 1865. 

MaJ, Gen. Pope, 

Saint Louis. < 
Arrived here today on my return from Powder River. That post is well 
located* right in heart of Indian country, and is an important post. 
The Indians' trails all cross at or : near it, and it will have -good effect 
thereafter in holding in check Indians. Have not heard from General 

Connor. . since .August 24... ...We cannot' reach" "him now-. They- have "done .good 

deal of work on Powder River; got up stoekkde and commenced quarter- * 
master buildings; well under way. Great lack of quartermaster's stores 
up there, the Powder River stores not having reached Laramie yet. From 
Laramie to Powder River, then to Birginia City, .is an excellent wagon 
road; good grass, water, and wood all way, and the most direct road' that 
can he got* The travel over it' in another season will be immense; 1-t... 
saves at least 450 miles, in distance. After the Indians attacked Colonel 
Sawyer's wagon-road party and failed, in their attempt, they held a parley. 
Colonel Bent's sons, George and ; 'ifeef "Stent, appeared on part of Indians, 
and Colonel Sawyer gave them a .wagon load of goods to let him go, undis- 
turbed, Captain Williford, commanding escort, not agreeing to, it. The 
Indians accepted proposition and agreed to it, hut after recei\fog goods \^ 
they attacked partyj killed three men. Bent said that there was one a 
condition on which the Cheyennes would treat, viz, the hanging .by Govern- 
ment of Colonel Chivington. He also said that the Indians considered 
that they were strong enough to fight Government; preferred -to do it; that 
they knew Government would, withdraw : troops in fall; then they would have 
it all their own way again* Expressed great 'fear about Connor and 
said they were concentrating everything to meet him, which is true, ' Since 
he left no Indians have troubled the mail or telegraph line, but are all 
moving north, stragglers and al3 . At Fort 'Connor they kill . a few of 
them as they pass every few--days. There is. one band of Araphoes in Medicine 
Bow Mountains, who are committing depredations around Denver, on Cache 
la Poudre and. Big Thompson Creaks^ ;They belong to thehand that' were at 
CoW ireek treaty.. I shall 'be in ^Laramie tpmorr-w see General Wheatonj 
thenfte to Denver. Bent also said/' that some of .tribes had agreed to make 
p4ace on Missouri River, but they were doing this to keep us from sending 
a force that way. These Bent boys were educated in Saint-Louis. One has ^ 
been with price in rebel army; was captured, His/father got him. released 
and took him to his ranch on Arkansa River,, when he joined the Cheyenng;|.: t 
of -which he is -a half-breed. He was dressed in one of our staff offieeltls 
uniforms. ■ :. - "'*"'** 

• G. M Dodge, 
, ■ 'Major-Generl 
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My column OM^bMeM. a* at Horse Shoe Creek Station. We camped on the 
■Platte 12 1/2 miles west of Ft. Laramie having made 32 miles. 

On the. 16th we left camp early and I rode with my staff to \^- 
Port Laramie arriving 'there about ; 9 A. K. having been ' 16 days on our 
trip^ to Ft. Connor. Our escort camped 011 the Laramie River, two miles 
above the fork, ■-,.-; 

- On September 15th I received a dispatch from General Curtis 
making inquiry as to Connor's expedition. I answered him that we had 
had no hews from Connor since the : 2nd of August; that all the Indians 
were working north; that Connor was now near the Panther ' Mountains on 
the Yellowstone. 1 inquired of Curtis if Ft, Rice had heen attacked 
since Sulley "began bringing them in? General Curtis answered me that 
the last attack on Ft. Rice was on the 4th of August, several "being 
killed on each side. That was "before Sulley started down the river. 
Sulley was trying to bring in Indians "fet Ft. Sulley where a commission 



■was ■ ■■s e'nt ■ t o ■■ try t o talk' ■ and ■ argue 



peace » ■■ The ■■ expe riment was very-doubt— 



M ful as the Indians fear treachery. They have retreated' north and north- 
1 west of the Missouri River before Sulley frwhe has only about 800 men In 
his command, ff you could send Indians to Sulley yfct»- would co-operate 

with the Department at Washington ' 

On September 24th I wired General- Curtis as follows: 

"I have great confidence that General Connor will get fight 
. out of the Indians. If h© does peace is easily made. If not, we 
can expect much from them as they arl very defiant." 

'. ■ Sulley telegraphed me that the Indians were all' working 

his forces 

towards Connor; that t';»y had heen; out after them hut failed- to reach 
n JaH^efM kf>M tit.*.* 

them. "Chas. Bent, the son of Colonel Bent, who is with the Cheyennes, 

■ siad they would have no peace unless they were forced to and the first 
. condition must "be the hanging of Chivington. He was very saucy and 
defiant; however since then, we have wiped out Mae band of Cheyennes 
which may .make him a little more pliable. Be also said- "that they 
would fight Connor and were concent rate**' to do s©» portions of the 
Sioux tribe who were opposed, to war;, are moving over to the Missouri ■' 
-River but parts of every tribe are; on the war- path" in front of Connor. 
; If we can whip the Cheyennes, we will have no trouble with the Sioux 
'as they are sick of it now, I have no faith In any peace unless Tie can 
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get the Cheyennes under, they are : the ruling spirit. 

On September 18th vre marched 12 l/g miles and camped at Ft, 
Laramie. I learned here that the : Indians were troublesome, "between 
Laramie and Julesburg had stolen some stock and were* watching our 
hay-field for the opportunity to burn our hay. 1 received many ' 
letters here from my staff complaining of the orders that were being 
sent out by General Pope, directly to officers in my command without 
coming through my he ad- quarters, : Ihey were very much disturbed in 
relation to it but I understood it thoroughly- -that 1 was in the field 
and that General Pope in organizing his districts, he would have to do 
it as a Department Commander and not refer it to me as. he had charge 
of other commands besides mine. My command was simply against the 
Indians • in the field while his command included Missouri, Arkansas, 
etc. General Iheaton, who had been assigned to the district of the 
plains with head-quarters at Port ; Laramie, when he arrived there, 
wrote me that he was very much surprised to find things in such good 

condition!" that from" what 'he" had 'been' told', he 'expected to 'find "every- 

thing in disorder, no supplies, etc, but he found the command In ex- 
cellent condition and everything 'supplies for the winter ; ,and added in 

A, : • '' ' 

his letter that the head-quarters ; of -the- -Department and Military divi- 
sion, he was satisfied, had been greatly misinformed and he would write 
them. • : 

\J On September 17th, the mountain men and the Indians at Ft. 
Laramie gave me another dog feast. My friends who were with me were 
X chary of what they ate but they imbibed freely of the wine.- At this 
C j feast the Indians presented -me with a very fine buffalo robe—one of 

the best I ever saw and tw- Major Bullock, the sutler, ^*»ss» presented ^ p 
•winsome very finely embroidered moccasins. 1 also received a telegram 
from Mr, Edward Creighton, who was at the head of the Western Union 
Telegraph, that the cable which was being laid to Europe was then 1200 
miles out from our shore. 1 also received a letter inviting mi to 
take part in a banquet that was to be given to the returning soldiers 
by the loyal citizens of northern Missouri and in answer wrote them 
the following letter; 



;■:■/:-:■ -3 
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Hear Ft. Laramie j|^eptembeHf^i865, 
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"I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of jour kind letter of the 
21st inst. handed to me inviting le to he in attendance and deliver 
an address at the banquet to be given the returned soldiers by the Ipyal 
citizens of lorthwest Missouri on .the 15th inst, 

1 very much regret that my official duties, which have called me 
away, will prevent me from being with you on that occasion for I assure 
you it would afford me great pleasure to meet and mingle with the loyal 
people of Northwest Ho. and with the gallant men whom they propose to 
honoc . This popular demonstration is worthy the patriotic people of 
your section and should be peculiarly gratifying to 'the heroic braves 
now returning from the late scenes of hardship, o-f conflict, and glory 
to their homes in your midst where they are to resume their former 
characters and relations of citizens and neighbors.. 

To your patriotic citizens 1 would say, As you have in the past 
through dangers and trials., remained steadfast and true to the Govern- 
ment in its life struggle with treason and rebellion, so should you 
now firmly sustain that Government in its efforts to restore order and 
perfect peace. As you have, supported your State Government, rescued 
it from the ' grasp of treason, shileded it from the combined assaults 

of enemies at home and from abroad and by patriotic efforts, sacrifice 
and devotion placed it in the proud sisterhood of free and loyal states, 
so should you now sustain it by yielding strict adherence and obedience 
to its laws and by earnest efforts to. repress all individual animosi- 
ties and local strifes and thereby restore peace an-' good order in your 
midst* 

To your honored heroes 1 would say, As you have been good sol- 
diers, so should you be good citizens; return to your former useful pur- 
suits of life and let not lawlessness, idleness or any misconduct stain 
the good names you have won and borne/ or darken the proud record you 
have so nobly made. • 

No?/ that the war is over, : freedom, triumphant, the integrity 
of the Government thoroughly vindicated and the national authority - 

recognized' and' enforced" throughout ■■ our '"Country, let us one- and-gll go ■■■ 

to work to "bind up the nations wounds," bury enmities engendered by 
our four years of strife, forgive that ¥/hich we can and forget that 
which we cannot forgive, devote our efforts to the restoration of peace 
and good order, to the developement of the vast resources of our mighty 
country, to repairing and rebuilding the cities, towns and thorough- 
fares injured 'and destroyed by the ravages of war; to the inauguration 
and perfection of needed improvements and reforms in our social and 
political system and to the cultivation of fraternal feeling through- 
out . the land . 

If there are persons in the country who are responsible in . 
greater or less degree . for the lations troubles- who have been offenders 
aginst the Government, humanity and the laws - let us as indivuduals 
leave them to be tried by the proper courts and punished according to 
the nature of their crimes and. measure of their guilt- » in manner _ .• 
prescribed by law. , 

My experience as coumand of the military Department of, which' . 
Missouri formed a part, causes me to feel a peculair interest in your 
state, and its nrosf»tity» tranguility and growth and the happiness of 
its people, will continue t °/ en J^^ 1 ^ earnest solicitude and serious 
conoenrn," </ 0*^ ' /i '*'' < T' M ^/ % ^^ ^f.^i^^- ^ 

On September 18th we received additional hews of the depreda- 
tions of the- Indians between Ft. Laramie and Julesburg and between. 
Ft, Laramie and Horse Shoe. These were small bands- whd were trying to 
run off stock instead of attacking the stations. I made up my 
mind they were • strtiggling bands who were coming ''from the south and were 
trying to reach the Indians in the north. This did not give me much 
anxiety. 'On my return trip I had planned to move by the Chug Water 
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to Denver thence East by the Smoky Mill to Port ^Leavenworth. On 
> the 20th we moved out following up the Laramll until we reached the 
Chug laCer and up the Ohu^later, making 30 miles. We had a fine 
road, fine scenery, plenty of grass, wood and. water. We passed Major 
~Bvl) hoUM 1 * § farm and found some iron nodules seattered^ over the hills. I 
That evening Captain Ivans, in command ■ of &he- troops of the. 11th Ohio!// 
Cavalry came to the camp, on his return from Camp Collins. In the w 
evening one of the 'mountaineers over took us and informed us. of a 
raid by the Indians on the Government freighter *s stock near Ft. 
Laramie that morning. . . ■ 

On Wednesday, September 20tb» one of ' our sentinels shot at 
what he thought was an Indian but : it- was probably a wolf. Leaving 
camp early, we witnessed a beautiful .rain- bow at' sunrise. We marched 
17 miles before lunch and 13 miles in "the afternoon. Our route was 
up the Chjig.Jia±er» a beautiful valley lying right at the foot and 
parallel to the Black Hills arid the scenery was very picturesque. 
On September 21st » leaving our camp on the Chug Water, we 
continued south .up that stream for 10 miles erossingthe divide to 
HQrsejGxaak thence to Bj3ar_Cjreek» 'where we camped, having marched. 30 
miles„ The country is wild and Vefiy fasinating. . The mountains and 
foot hills loom up on . our right while on our "left is one grand exten- 
sive plain. Our hunter and guide, Palladay, brought in an en te lope for 
our supper. During the evening there was a tremendous storm, came up 
accompanied by hail, blowing down: some of .the tents.. Our cavalry ■ ... 
horses which were all hobbled were stampeded by this storm and, we 
were out all night gathering them. in. By morning we had recovered all 
but two or three mules. Some of the guides and a few Indians who were 
with us thought that the stampede : of horses was helped by Indians .but 
1 could see no sign of this.- . 

1| . On September 22-nd, after rounding up our stoofe, we continued 
/| J .Mir journey south.' Iheri we reached the Lodjgejg^Xe , 'I took palliday ;. 
4 S and one of the other guides and about a dozen of the cavalry for the 
. purpose of going up Cheyenne Pass; to the summit of the Bla^^Hllls.' 



1» 

I Instructor 'he train to folio 1 ." alone the trail at. the haee of the 
hills as fr-r as C igggg ,£re,ej; . fe were now in sight, of Ljo_ng' e Peek ?n^ 
the main roc by ^.ountaine . All the way up the ClmgflTeter I ho.- 1 been 
watching ! te Flack Hi! In with r> view of ascertaining if there was 
eny Past; that wae superior to the Cheyenne pass for ,d railroad crosa- 
iug en^ 1 wont up the Cheyenne Pass for the purpose of atill bellow- 
in^ Jsjf~ south with the eano ohject in view. Frees letters I hrve he? p. 
receiving nn^ fron the exafnat'onr; t h-" i h? ^ been u.nds on the ^klaek 
Hills, T knew it was easy to get r'ov.-n intr- the Laramie Plains tith a 
c,. rfif i e r eighty or n.lnty feet to the uiile^bet they ooifb 4 fine no nay 
on the Rest :u^e of the fleck Hills, unless with a. grade of 11C ®$4*. 

A. 

or- raore , 1r 'e had proceeded elong ^owo the inb-igexkee pi. nr- on the neienit 
of the Flack Hills for two or three hours, when one of the Iirhnis 
with iiie discovered what lie ''bought was a hand of Crows f-Ft444i-«3 between 
us end the train. There was a large number of the.'a ,/three^\«j*— ^**rr 
hundred. I saw in a uoeent that 7;e were likely to get into t ruble. 
They had diacoveree ur, febout the sake t tUe^.e ^iacovered ti lem . 1 
watched theia very ei oaely t«~6e^--4rHe-fn~^0't~ie-H->; air 1 ear; that the 1 .'' were 
hostile, I K*Mif>cfi ! -4vt-e-l-y •bin.nnounted .ay force on' 1 - put the horaea on the 
pfest aide of the rl-gge to protect the.... be Gloved down i.« a bod", 
holding to the snuiuii t . I knew with our rifles, which oerrted natch 
farther V^n eny areas they had, r e oouie k^p t'-'ei c 1 bay. I iauue- ■ 
diefele eet n 'fine on the ridge to attract the cvalry. The?- bed 
orders, when I was absent from the train, iUt'JskS siaoke to eoe- t.n 
ua, out sojifthoig they ybie nol &&? Wh*- anok- , : "e moved on k)wn the 
ridge. I kept the guides toward the Indians, been the Indians urV>ertool: 
to cocao near ue , they fired at th-m and I aaw in several nases they 
. hit some of the,,; if they *i* not. hit an In-ien the- hit a horse end 
' this forced tea Indiana to iniep furt^r away. $at they em not ahov . ^ y 
disposition to leave ue . I noticed thwi eene of the.a ^wp W1 ,.,,, illir ,,, 1pq 
of ue witu a view of cutting us of f, but • about 5 o'clock the c^vali- die 
covered our aaoke signll:^. I held to thie ridge ,- f0 ] 1 oeltl j "- ^gt^,, 

into the n]a ii^ 

) 



r| 



arr-1 saw th-t I was goina ^nym svJlMb^ intn Mr, ',-01--,^ , a T • , . 

' '• ''^-t**r^ j.iit,o ..i.ie plejns air' I eaie to fie 
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guides and others with me that if ; we saved our scalps, I "believed I 
had found a route over the BJjacJOUJLXs for the Union Pacific road. 
I discovered that as I was going down this ridge, I was on the divide 
between one of the branches of Crow Creek and another stream, and 




mateked it very carefully by a lone tree. As soon as the Indians 
saw the cavalry, they stopped following us and fled down one of the 
branches of t/^Mmi Creek. It was too late for me to follow them-- 
the fact was we were all glad to see them go., and joined the cavalry. 
*1 1 followed the ridge down to the valley to where we were camped, the" 
"(| train having made about 35 miles that day. Over this ridge which 
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I came down, the Union Pacific railway was built. When the engineers, 
jmA»¥^¥^^lasi f aial,j,anM,^,amae to examine it, they found a line with a 
grade not to exceed 90 feet, and where the sedimentary ^formation came 
together instead of dropping off as it .usually did- sbotit 500 feet, 

a, S Soft 45 Q.YoS% e {^ 

there was vrnXf a depression ]*©**e : in the ridge which .took up its fw 
d;e^Aij-.MM again and kept, ilfcyif^to the plain. .'* / 

On "September '23rd » -we 'broke' camp 'early and ■■marched' to Box ■ - - 



Elder Creek, 12 miles where we lunched and then marched to the ac he - 
la-Poudre. The Rocky Mountain Range, covered with snow was in sight. 

Where we struck the Cache- la-Poudre , we found that farming was being 
carried on to some extent in. the valley. We followed down the Cache- 
la- Poudre to Carap Collins, a distance of fiv ■? miles. This is' a 
beautiful Jfeaife located on a high table-land. The face of the country 
is as fine as I have ever seen. The road was good and the weather - 
was warm and dry, At this post was a company of the 11th Ohio cavalry 
which turned out to receive, me. : I received a letter here from Al- 
bert D. Richardson, the^ Correspondent of the New York Tribune", from - • 
Salt Lake in which' he said: ' . 

"1 ifsee.tl you across the sage-brush. How does Laramie' compare 
with Rolla in November 1861? When your wore -the eagle instead of two 
stars? 1 have Matched your rise with great pleasure." 

I answered him as follows i ' . 

' "1 am glad to meet -an old; friend, eve^-so far away, and no/one 
was more rejoiced than I when 1 heard of your escape fro::- the "jaws 
of death." " • • . . 



iMMM... _ ■ ._ _ . ; ' ' .'. ..,-'■.. .' ...":$§ 
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This Is a great country, "but the Indians need fencing in. A part of 
them I -hope will be beffre Spring „ : General -Connor has met with de- . 
cided success on his faphts on Powder and Tongue Rivers, .--When you go 
East come to Ft, Leavenworth; the latch string will be hanging out. 
General Williamson whir was my Adjutant at Rolla and also Mr, lasson of 



Iowa .both.wi 
follows: 



e re d . 




: <LiCfLeef. 






s££s i^-a^i, -4L&-4 '^fot^fv 



ote a little letter from here to my children which wad'*' as 



G : amp Collins, Sept. 23, 1885. 

My dear Lettie and Ella: . 

1 have a few moments to spare and 1 will devote them to you. 
This is a beautiful military post : situated on the Cache- la- Pou^re 
river, which in the mountain parlance means, "River where the Powder 
is .buW«4. " We are camped right at the foot of the mountains, where 
"the river comes out into the plains and just west of us is a high 
black ridge covered with pines, beyond that^mountain overtops mountain 
until the last we can see is covered with snow. Only think! right 
here in summer and fall and all the year round, wheat, corn, potatoes 
and all vegetables grow. Where we: are camped -on the mountain^ fust - 
above where we always see snow, the sun shines brightly on it, and -down 
here it is very hot, but up there .the ai* is so very rarified that it 
has very little effect on it. 

We see some strange things: on our trip; the prarie dog Is one; 
they are about as large as akitten; they live In villages, and when 
we pass they all run out, sit up on their hind, legs and bark at us; 
if we shoot at them or go towards them they all run back. The Strang- 
est thing of all Is that in their holes or houses, owls and rattle- . . 
snakes live with them; we see the owls and snakes 'with them often. It 
"seems to me" they 'must "be strange "companions-; a- dog-, an owl- and- -a- ■rattle- 
snake all together - don't you think so? 1 have tried to catch two 
dogs to bring you but they are too smart, for us. Than the "buffalo, the 
antelope, the black- tailed deer, the bear, elk, and big-horned or 
mountain sheep abound in the mountains, and on the'- plains they run 
wild; we kill them for our fresh meat, and It is very fine eating, e- 
|ecially when we have nothing else that Is -good. We all miss cake, 'fruit 
and vegatables; we get none of them here; we have to take ham and bread 
a few beans and sometimes a few canned peaches, now we shall get for 
a few days some potatoes, turnips,: etc. 

i want to see you very much to have a romp-, and tell you all 
about the fine ■things out here, what the Indians make, how they live &c. 
1 have two Indians with me that i will show you; also .some of their 
handwork, all of which I hope I shall be able to get in safe. 
Until then be good girls, kiss ma, and remember pa. 

I received here a letter from Major George '0 . Tichenor, .my ald s ^ 
who was considerable of a politician, in which he said: 

' "President Johnson has gone over bodily .to the Copperheads, 
I think, and beyond all reclamation; pity it Is so, and very grievous 
a treachery, but we have the' hardest battle before us. 

This was for the benefit of Kasson and Williamson and caused a 

good deal of discussion.' Mr. lasson was ..evidently very friendly with 

President Johnson and did not take much stock in what Tichenor said, ■ 

while Williamson and myself, from; our .experience 1 with Johnson in the 
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Civil War, were . inclined to believe it,, and, as the future showed, 
it proved true. 

At E°E£ G £iII ns » we were in plain, view of Long's Peak, itfiiph 

towered above all the peaks in the Rocky Range. It was covered 

i 
with snow about one- fourth the distance from the top. 1 took Pal la 

day and the Indian guide and Hick Janis and his brother, Antoine 
Janis, who was then living up the Caehe-la-poudre, and ilimbed the 
highest peak in the lowest range of Black Hills for the purpose of 
getting a view of the different approaehes and especially of the 
Cache- la-pourde. It was rather a tedious and hazardous job, tout 
we made it and crossed the mountains, working our way back into 
the camp. We saw herds of antelope, elk and black-tailed deer 
and plenty of be ars. The Indians killed two antelope. I shot 
at two but missed them. 

On March 24th, we moved across the Bg and Little Thompson. 
On both these streams and on St. Waggg there is quite a settlemtn 
and. farming is carried on by irrigation. We paid eight cents for 
potatoes, per pound, $1,25 per -pound;. for butter, $1.00 per dozen 
for eggs. Corn is worth $1.00 : per bushel, hay $25 per ton. All 
of the streams are full of mountain trout. The people a^e a good 
class of citizens and energetic. We reached St, '^r^ttp creek 
after marching 35 miles. We left St. praimj early in the morning 
of the 25th, crossing the Boujjiai; Rock jand Clear Creeks, reaching 
Denver at 3 P. M. We camped on an island in the South Platte 
river, in the evening the citizens came to the camp with a band and 
gave us a serenade. I received here dispatches in relation to Gen- 
erals Connors, Cole and Walker's columns and forwarded them in the 
following dispatch to General Pope: 

Central City, Sept. 27, 1885.' ■ 
Ma 3. Gen. John Pope, 

St. Louis . ' 

On Au.3u.st 28, General Connor surpris&d Medicine Man's band of 
Indians on Tongue River; killed 50, captured '/village, all winter 
provisions, and 600 horses~-all the stock they had. On the 1st- of 
September the right -column, under Colonel Cole, had a fight with 
the Sioux, Obeyennes and Arapahoe s on Powder River and. whipped them. 
On evening of the 3d of September attacked them again, driving them 
down Powder River ten. miles. Next morning at -daylight' attacked 
again, fight lasting until 10 A. M. when Indians were defeated, with 
loss of 200 killed. They fled : in every direction, losing large 
number of horses, camp equipage, provisions &c. On 8th instant, 
Colonel Walker, commanding center column, who was in advance of 
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Colonel Cole, met Indians in large force. Colonel Cole came up, and, 
after a short but spirited engagement, they totally' routed Indians, 

driving them in every direction with great loss, several of princi- 
pal chief r. being killed in this fight. On the -night of 9th of 
September a severe snow-storm raged, in which 400 of Colonel Cole's 
horses perished, I. was in that storm on Powder River, It was 
very severe, and- 1 lost several animals. Our total' loss in all 
the engagements tt/.ere '50 killed and wounded, including 1 officer. 
Colonel Cole or Colonel Talker had not communicated with General 
Connor and were on Powder River, but by this time they have commu- 
nicated, as they had ascertained where General Connor's column was. 
General Connor lias arrived at Fort Laramie. His columns were 
at Fort Connor en route for Laramie. He says the Indians -have been 
well chastised, but not sufficient, he fears, to compel them to 
behave. Says he should have continued campaign forty days longer if 
Cole and ?alker had joined him and had not the order's to return by 
Octiber 16 prevented it. Says the ik rapahoes, who have been more 
f?rout>lesose than all other Indians combined, are tfcoroiighly whipped 
and will Comg in. He whipped them thoroughly—destroyed and capture 
everything they had. Colonel C le and Colonel Walker lost heavily in 
stock perishing, and their commands lived several days on horses and 
mule flesh. Two thirds of the command is barefooted. General 
Connor says a force of 1500 should be left at Fort Connor to make 
a winter campaign to insure a final settlemtn. The Sioux say they 
are going to Missouri River to make treaties of peace, but says he 
doubts it. 

G. M. Dodge, 

Major-General , 

Upon the receipt of these dispatches, I wired General Connor 

as follows: 

I congratulate you and thank yoti for the success you have 
made. Please extend my thanks also to the command for the success 
and fortitude they have shown under such trying circumstances and 
hardships. " 

On the evening of the 26th, the citizens of Denver gave a 

dinner to General Williamson, Mr. Kasson, members of my staff, 

and myself at the Planters House. There were two long tables 

filled with ladies and gentlemen. Many of the after dinner speeches 

were witty and caused much laughter, especially that of Mr, Kasson 

who is a fine taU #•«*>. The tenor of all the speaking by citizens 

wag against the Indians, in favor of the policy of the officers 

as against that of the Interior Department and the Indian Agency; 

The feeling is very bitter against the Indians and against the 

policy which the Government has pursued. They will not listen to 

any criticism of Col. Chivington's fight _ on the Sandy nor that,, band 

of Indians attacks ;.; w&fc friendly Indians. 
A 

On the 27th» we were taken in one of Butterf ield' s coaches 

and two ambulances to Central City for the purpose of viewing^ the 

ov & r \ a k « 
mining industries, Mr .Butterf ield' s dispatch ha " just -been opened 
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up between Atchison, Kansas and- Denver, running over the Smoky 
Hill route. It was Mr. Butterfleld's first trip and he was a guest 
of the citizens. We were met by a delegation ami 'a brass band at 
Black Hawk, three and one-half miles this side of the city and 
escorted to Central City where we were greeted by Mr. s tansbury» 
Mr, Kasson, Butterfield and myself replmed. They entertained us 
at the St. lickolas hotel. 'We met here an old friend of Council 
Bluffs, Mr .' Hen-deft who had a foundry and machine shop at this 
place. 

On the 28th we visited She Gregory • and bob-tail mines and 
the NejcgdjL Gulch. I was anxious to see the developement here and 
went down in these mines. We spent the whole* day at the mines and 
mills in Black Hawk and Central : City. Some of the shafts, were 
500 feet deep. The quartz is blasted by powder and raised by steam 
and hauled to the mills and the: gold separated from the base mater- 
ial buJL different processes, r was presented here with a gold 
chain. 

On the 80th 1 spent the dpy examining the passes -through the 
mountains to the Middle^ Part, desiring to see what the approaches 
were for a railroad line. 1 went on to Bald Hill and thence to Late 

Hill. 

On the 30th» Mr. Henry M.: Teller and Mr. Smith, Mr. Kasson 
and myself went to the top of the snowy range where we saw Middle 
Park, Pikes Peals, Long's Peak, Be#thud Pass and Boulder, jfrien we 
were crossing one of the snowy gulches, Mr. Kasson, who was riding 
his horse j not knowing the danger, the horse slipped and fell on 
hifi side. Mr. Kasson fell with him and the two went dotfn the 
slope of the mountain towards the foot very ra J^^ ly e F c V w § ¥ were 
all very much alarmed but the horse caught on the— slope which . 
enabled us to rescue them. I killed 24 ptarmigan and on our 
*• return had them, for our supper. After viewing all these ranges, 

I could see that there were no : such approaches for a railroad- going 

J.. : •- '-' . ■ . ' 

ri West from here as there was ^^Ml^Li!^^^ 
On October 1st wo returned to Denver, Our stage ride down 
J- the mountain to Golden was rough. We arrived at Denver about 4 

y 

P. !•!. While we were resting at Denver and in the mountains, our 
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eavalry horses aiv' wagon teams had been renting and preparing for 

Mie homeward march of between five and six hundred miles, 

h'hiie at "env-jr, I arranged with Fir: Ribs an-" 1 the Arnnahooe to 

communicate with the Northern hands o f Clr-ye mes, Arapahoe s, 

and Sioux, "bom Connor, C le and " r alher had been fighting and sent 

the following dispatch to General ''die a for. at Fort Laramie: 

'""Denver, October 2, 1SC5. 

"I Kill send to you Pig Fibs n.n J some of the head Cioux. 
Consult with General Connor. Sen'" 1 the,., out to the Cheyenne 3 and 
SI^ux, invi ting then into Fort Connor or Laravaie , ?s you ,ieoia best 
for a telh for cessation of hostilities pp.- final peace. Any that 
have gone toLissouri River for that, purpose let the.:; '^o , "nit get, 
in all that, are left, provided they fee] disposed to settle' now. 
You can spy to them that if they do not ccwg in and settle whet they 
have bed is nnby n taste of what they 'will get this winter, for tbwt 
you will give then, no rest. You and General Connor can fix this. 
T'hat I want is to settle wilh them before they discover our- force 
on the paains . You can also nay that all Indians south have made 
peace. Include what General Connor knows about .Arapahoe s. Show 
Big Ribs the force- you have anf impress upon hi;., your power. Will 
start Big Fibs for Fort Laramie in a day or two." 

I knew that the withdrawing of the iroos right after the 
battles on Powder River ©ouia mate it very difficult for any one 
to get en agreement with the Indians, but I Plao know that it was 
necessary to do this if ,v e were to hove any peace on the overlan-i 
routes. I got all the friendly Indians together-- those in the 
vicinity of fonver and whom my mountain men oar-' we could trust, 
and sent them from there to Ft. Laramie to p-r- to the differerd 
tribes. 

I got in cnmnmication with General Connor and he wired ul e ' 
that themiaber of T n d:aas the three columns had punished was 'only 
about one-tbird cf the whole number at war with u-- and that the 
Arahpaoes, he -thought. , woul.e be the most inclined to make peace 
because they were thoroughly whipped and their villages destroyed. 

<7e left Denver on October 2nd ,' going n ue East ov-n >}, P -\., v , 

who h&d hea.tze/ fke -n&w sfife roi^f-e by w y o^ers 

route laid out by Lajor Pritchard and Lt . Yhn.cd an'' t--:,n- ,;sed bv 
the Butterfield Overland dispatch. The., train escort reached Sul phur 
Springs, 16 miles from Denver, where they camped for the night. 
■-1 left Denver at 4 p. g u and reached camp at had f past eight p. ,,. 
Found the rood yood but a little sandy, crass scarce. 

On October 3rd, we marched 40 miles to Bijou rresk. " r e passed 
through a scrub, P ine timber country--crossing the Box Rider, Kiowa and 
Bijou reeks . 
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On October 4th, we marched over a high rolling prairie coun- 
try, crossing the Big Sandy at twenty-five miles. We had a very 
heavy thunder .storm. We camped at a Spring 7 miles beyond Big 
Sandy. Heavy rain and wind all night. ' ^ 

On October 5th, we rose early and had breakfast in a rain 
storm. We overtook one of Biitte:rf ield's stages and kept ahead' of 
it all day. Marched 26 miles over an open prairie and camped on 
Grow Creek. : 

October 8th our route was down the valley of the Big Sandy. 
A good level road. We marched 42' miles and camped at a Pond of 

Water in Sandy Greek. Grass and itater scarce. Water only x in holes 

ZrttR 

in 'Sandy , and strongly impregnated with alkali. We all slept to 

A 
the ground without tents, . 

October 7th our route crossed the divide from Big. Sandy to 
the Smoky Hill fork. I learned that stock had been run off at 
two stations East of where we were at Monument; said to have been 

done., by the Indians We. .marched-. .21. miles, and . camped, at... the.. .Cheyenne. 

Wells, lb water or wood. Our fuel was buffalo chips. 

On October 8th, our road was level and dry. lo water until 
we reached Pitch's Meadow. No wood except lo?/ cotton wood trees 
called Cottonwood Grove. Road froto this pointo to Sandy 43 miles, 
entirely destitute of water except one well. Grass poor and no 
wood. Heard of the Indian trouble at Monument Stat ion- -stage 
burned, stock run off. Sent Captain Ford with a detachment of cav- 
alry ahead to. protect the station. Marched 22 miles. 

On October 9th 1 took a portion of the Cavalry and went ahedd 
to Eaton Station, 23 miles}, arrived at noon and waited for the 
train to come up. Ford and his' party were there. We went six 
miles East of the Eaton Station and camped on the Smoky_ Port, 
Just before going into camp, Palliday scared up a buffalo. Nearly 
.everyone had a shot at him and brought him down. Five coaches 
with thirty passengers left here: for the West 'during the day. 

On October 10th, Mr. Butterfield caught up with us, having 
followed us with one of his coaches and five passengers. They 
.kept with us all day. We reached Monument Station.. at noon and 
founi that the Station had been burned by the Indians and the 
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express and baggage strewn about the praire. The passengers 

escaped, meeting -Mr. Wick's party who were running a railroad line 
for tie U,n £ K-y 

A to Denver, Hf,- ..reported the grades as heavy, 60 feet to the miles. 

We killed four huff aloes today;. le camped near Grandal Station on 
the Smoky Hill. We struck a great -number of bu-'falo herds in the 
middle of the afternoon- -thousands in sight. 

On October 11th we traveled through herds of buffalo all day; 
thousands grazing on the plains in all directions like immense 
herds of cattle. We lunched at Castle, Greek. 1 cautioned every 
one with me about going out to ; hunt buffalo without taking someone 
with them -who knew the country, but Ho r ton, lasson, Williamson 



I and my brother all -went out one and all returned except lasson. 




\ V* : 

We passed Bridget's Basin. We ascertained here that Butt erf ield ' s 

Overland stage line had lost 60 head of mules and all his stock had 

beam drawn off to Monument. ?fe camped on the plains six miles 

East' of the Basin, having marched 50 miles. Found grass and wood 

plenty. 

Mr. Kasson not showing up, on O.cto'ber 12th I divided up the 

entire party under strict instructions so that none of them would 

be lost and sent them out to hunt for him. 1 took a part of the 

escort and went to a point where Mr, Kasson was last seen, -fQiiKbew!-- 

tmg" his trail , we went directly East. 1 sent four men up the 

Smoky Hill. At 2 p. M. a messenger reached me stating that Mr„- 

Easson had been found in the camp of a forage train that -was coming 

'towards us, he having been found in the aorning very tired. Stock 
on the overland was all taken to Ellsworth". 1 sent 'forward the 

-stage and our train with a small escort hoping they could reach one 
of Butterf ield's stations where there .was stock, so they could go 
on to Leavenworth. . Kasson said he had been up all night firing 
his revolver to keep the buffalo from running over him. He struck 
the road and was flatting for- the trairko comb along. We- went on to 
Buefton station. We marched within four miles of Big Sandy and 
met Colonel Eaton and three stages going west; Grass is scarce in 
all these regions on account or large hards of buffalo. 
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On October 14th, I took Mr. Easson, Williamson and my brother 
and bade adieu to the escort and traina nd giving them instructions 
how to make their marches so as to find grass and water, and accom- 
panied by the sftage which had been with us for several days, 
started for Atchison. We changed mules at Big Creek at 
3 P. I', and arrived at Lost Greet Station, 15 miles farther on. 
Roads were bad. and we stopped for the night. Sunday October 15th, 
we reached Ft, Ellsworth at noon. Moved three companies of troops 
up the Smoky Hill Pork and gave instructions as to the protection 
of that route. Ft. Ellsworth has very poor accomodations of all 
kinds. We drove all nlgth and reached Cheyenne u reek in the morn- 
ing. We abandoned our am ub lances here and took the stage. 

On October 18th we breakfasted at Jefferson . We reached 

Ft. Riley, three ^iles east,, at noon. This is a beautiful fort, 

finely located, well built and in fine condition. 1 ordered 

we Aa4 dficoverecj 

Captain Scott to send ten wagons to Smoky Hill and load with coa^ 
We arrived at St. Mary's Mission about 2 A. M. , having traveled 
over a beautiful country all the way. 

October 17th we left the Mission at 6 A.M. and arrived at 
Grass Hopper's Falls at 2 P. M, and continued to Atchison where we 
arrived at 8 P. M. We stopped at the Eaton Hotel. 

October 18th, 1 arrived at Ft .Leav&awrth. I found that Gen, 
W. T, Sherman was at the Saunders House and as soon as I arrived, 
I received a. letter from the city council and a committee of 
citizens stating that the- had just heard of my arrival and invited . 
me and my military family to participate in the welcome to be 
A/ e-iven General Sherman that night, 1 made the following answer: 

"I take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt, of your invi- 
,K / tat ion for myself and Staff, to be present at the reception to be 
f\J '" given by the"citizdns of Leavneowth City to Maj. den. I.T.Sherman • 
,w/ * bok&&& , ; my staff will be present and it was ray intention also to 
be* oresent. My excuse is, that 1 arrived here today from the 
plains, and for the last five days and nights I have no rest or 
;•■ sleep, and I a- so fatigued that nature warns, me 1 must take, rest. 
There is no one more glad to meet and do honor to Gen. 
Sherman, thafc I am, and no one takes more pleasure in the fact that 
the hearts of the neo-le go out to him in unbounded gratitude for hi,, 
great sertices. It was my good fortune -to serve under Gen. Sherman 
in some of his most important campaigns , and J know that to his 
renins and talent we owe many of our most important victories. He 
wrung success from many fields, where the obstacles of nature and 
art alone would have debarred most others. 

Like all soldiers who have served with him, 1 look to him today 
as we used to do in the past, not only as a commander, but as one 
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who has a fatherly care for us, and made It the gree.t hoi: or it is 
to have been' of Sherman's ar~y. Thanking you gentlemen, and 
trusting you will excuse 1113/' absence." 

1 was completely worn out from my traveling nights and arrang- 
ing for taking care of the Smoky Hill line where the Indians had 
he come very troublesome, 

I received hej?e the following letter from General Wheaton 
acknowledging receipt of my instructions and giving me the conditions 



of matters on the plains; 



Laramie, Oct. 18, ISC 5. 



Dispatch of this date received. The 8th Kansas left here en 
route for Fort Leavenworth on the 13th of October 1885. The 2d mssaiAy\ 
W&h, Col. Cole, left here on the 8th of Oct. 1805. The 6th Michi- 
gan, Col. Kidcl, left here on the 7th of Oct a 1865. Gen. Stagg with 
troops for Utah, left here on the 6th of ^ct. 1885. Capt. Brown 
Comdg. 2d Col. U ....;. left ho re for Utah, via Halleck on the 4th of 
Oct. 1865, The Pawnee scov'ts left here en route for Ft. Kearney 
having some 130 captured ponies to Ft. Sedgwick., I have ordered the 
ponies sold at auction heee. The .Pawnees term of service expires 
on the 12th of January. 1 think it would be well to let them go 
directly to their reservations, and protect that neighborhood until 
their time Is up. The Omaha scouts were left at Ft. Connor and 
an excellent disposition of them. They are the only mounted troops 
there and do all the herding and scouting.- 

No trouble there with Indians yet. The two Indantry Companies 
between here and South Pass will be ^ent to Foot Connor as soon as 
the Detachment 6th West Va. Cav., now near Kearney, reaches Port 
Caspar, Platte Bridge to relieve them. Major Squires, 6th West Va. 
Cav s with a detachment of that Regt* now near Platte Bridge, to 
relieve th- Utah and Mich, troops. No Indians reported to have 
caused any trouble any where In the District, for three weeks past. 

Big" Ribs arrived yesterday will leave tomorrow, taking with 
his party of four and important old Sioux braves from here, the 
Little Crow, 

Ribs Is delighted; have had two cermonious talks with him; he 
Is receiving a fine out- fit of everything he wants, and I send, two 
pack-mules with loads of provisions with him in addition to rations 
for the party, that he may heve en ought for a feast on his arrival 
at Sif.ux" and" Cheyenne Camps, %a giving him very definite orders to 
bring in the hostile band to meet .me and make peace. A m sending 
particularly for some old friends of rine , Brutes, Ribs and all of 
the mountain men here anticipate good results, and think the Sioux 
will come in, not so sure of the Cheyennes. The guides who were on 
the expedition, told me that if my Brute friends who were with me in 
1850 in a Cheyenne fight at Kearney, hear that I am here, Ihey 
will come at once, and influence many others. I hope to get them 
started in this way. They frequently refer to that fight and the' ■ 
officers they were' with. If the hostile Indians have not gone to 
the Missouri" to make peace, think they may be Induced to come in. 
Found jt. necessary to detain the 12th Xo, c av. Only 307 men here. 
May require them all winter. Shall recommend if detained, that they 
be consolidated into a batallion of four 'or five companies. Am 
terribly short of transportation. , -, 

Are any trains, Govt., enroute to tn;tS. place? 
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1 also received a letter here from Mr. Hoxie telling me that'' ' 
Mr, Durant had been to Omaha and had stirred up Henry and others 
pretty well that they did more husiness while he was with them that 
he had done during the summer. . Stated they had 18 miles of road in 
running order and laying about l/2 a mile per days. 

As soon as 1 was rested, 1 called on General Sherman and spent 
the greater pert of a day with him, going over everything on the 
Jfy plains and the condition of matters. 1 find he did not take verv 
J I much interest in it, having left everything to Pope and myself. 
He was greatly surprised to learn of the indifference of the 
War Department and the interference from Washington and the result 
I of our summer's work. He was ai good deal annoyed hut saw, the same 
\ V as 1 did that it was i«r late then to do anything. 1 told 'him that 
% / while Connor had done a wndderful work with his column and with the 
'vJ small number of men he had, that Cole and Walker had failed and • 
I had no 'doubt' the ' Indians' would' follow our' troops on "to the' over- 
land routes and give us a great;. deal of trouble, especially as we 
had had to withdraw them»Oi>v.4'€vthe orders of the War Department, 
from a great many of the important points; that they did not seem to 
know in Washington how easy it was for an Indian to slip into a 
small station and capture the stock and drive off the soldiers, cut 
the telegraph line, attack a train and get away without being hurt; 
that as long as we had no bodies of troops concentrated to move upon 
them, it was impossible to make -any headway. I told General Sherman 
that unless we could set apart some large scope of country for 
these Indians, where they would-be unmolested from the whites and 
be free from the whites traveling over the country, that it would 
be impossible for us to make any peace with them' until they were . 
thoroughly whipped and punished. for what they had tone, giving up 
-t 'the stolen stock and some arrangements made with them to place' 
them on reservations and feeding them; that they "were bound to 
continue their depredations, nomatter what kind of a peace agreement 
we made with them., I. told General . Sherman of my efforts to reach 
the Indians and wanted .him to prepare the Government to meet the 
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lay ov.-n.jiopor.t-6f Wii's ccLvpai^n -wi-ll^e found trr thtfw 5 ^ 
i^or^a, Vcfrr"48.; Pari-r," Fagp-- 5^5 . . 

Puring "t^S campaign, I thought that a road could be 
ope n e i fixini nenver thr nu -h to Salt Lake, end shorten up materially 
the road by the way of the Cache le Poudre » Ft. Halleck en* Briber 
an'"' I instructed General Connor to send a coukaand through to 3a M. 
Lake to explore this line ani he instructed Col. -filial h. Johns 
of the 3rd Battalion of the California Infantry' to make this 
^nlorairon. Ho was to .,ove la- the Uinta Valley to Green River and 
up tho Yauipe or Bear Rivers „. lie left Salt Lake ana cr^iSe* the 
Wasatch Range- hy theTeupangas Valley and followed down to the. Green 
River by the TTinta Valley and followed the Yrnapa or Bear River to 
the Middle Park and then across the Rocky Range st the Perthude or so in 
other Pasa . He was instructed not only to report on the facilities for 
a wagon roa^ but also for a railroad. Lt. Johns performed thio •-h.ity.He 
had no difficulty in obtaining a trail through tliis country for 
a wagon road, but the different ranges of Mountains he h^a to 
cross was very .-itch agaiiiat a rp.il road ae onupprsd with the 
. present stage road and if was a road thfet it would be difficult 
to keep open in tho winter, I, therefore, concluded not to uiake 
any effort' to open this; line. Thin country was aiostiy occupied 
by th^ Uinta and Ute Indians and as they worn friendly, I was 
fearful that travel through, the country nirht britv- about, a 
friction and they Wre very much opposed to it, Then CojL Johns 
got up near the head of P'-ar River, ho found a l^rge number of 
two-wheel carts and no one seemed to know anything about the:;.. 
As far as we knew, there had never- beer any trail through that' 
country except the Ind n n trails but ine'uirin- of /awes tfn~Jf<rh 
I was told that Sir George Gore uhen he was her.- in the 30 ! s 
and spent a year or two on the plains hunting, that, he ]...-> ft Ashley's 
camp on what ia known as Ashley's Valley on Green River with p.". out 100 
men to go through over the route that Johns' followed for hunting - 
purposes and P ,s his provision* and camp equippage gave out, he, left 
one of these carts. It appears he had a good uiany of'theui, they 
being his Beans of transportation. 
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When I came to look over the orders of the Staff Peparinento , 

I found thnf the orders of General Pope hrd been misconstrued and 

1 wired Gereral Pop 1 ? the interpretation of those orders by the 

Staff officers and told him that. 1.!:.:../ h-hd \-e -. ab-rli ..;;, mine, or 

of the officers of Wiy ^erartuient could be obeyed until they had 

."■eoeived the approve! a; his head-quarters. General Pope answered 

very promptly on October 20th, as follows: 

"I have given no orders interfering with your authority 
over officers in your command, and any one of the..,, whether quarter- 
master or others who disobey your orders do it at their own peril," 

This straightened out immediately all the prophesies 
and uneasiness there Fas in my headquarters and amona the staff 
officers whom I think would have been pleased to have gotten 
out from under my direct supervision as I had been very severe 

upon them durin- the summer for their methods of making contracts 

and getting nur supplies forward. General Pope asked me to come 
to St. Louis as soon as possible: I went on the 2 2nd of October. 
I went over the whole field with him and presented my views very 
fully ps I had to General Sherman. I had already cut down the 
expenses and ordered mustered out troops to a greater extent 
than General Pope even thouyht adviseabi e , but the volunteer 
troops on the plains had become so dissatisfie that the" were 
absolutely of little account and i a±^ no t blame them and ,-f tex- 
tile campaign I was anxious to get them to their homes. I found 
that Genr<rr)] Pope was very much disappointed &t the stopnhis of 
the campaign. He told me he hnd G one to bashinyton to see the 
President, the War Department and the Georetery of the Interior, 
and they hod agreed on a plan and policy which included the 
reduction of. the forces along the line but not to interfere with 
the columns that were north of Laramie, following the Indians; 
that lie hart hardly returned until orders came from the ^ar De- 
partment entirely i^no-iny that understanding and while he called 
their attention to it, '.he, said Genera], Grant had uiade every effort 
to have their understa ,din£ carried out bptthe President was deter- 
mined that the ??aron the, Indians should be stopped and near-e 

bJMjt. /'"(>. Vf ■■■■■■> 
made on any terms, Tfe a^eed fuUy with me that there could he ' 

no peace until these Indians were punished air' put ■upon resor- 
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nations and cared for directly by the Government,, that it was 

impossible to keep civilization from encroaching upon thoir country. 

As I had suspected, I had hardly rotten bafek to my 

headquarters, before 1 received a dispatch from Jdr. Reynolds in 

charge of the stage lines, telling ire tha't the Indians had been 

killing llien ; -t the Butte Station near Julesburg, driven off the 

peorle at that fetation and that he had orders to move his stock; 

of Indians 
also that a large body. had appeared near Alkali that night and 

he mas demanding protection at every point, claiming he had a 

large amount of stock and sireplise at every st ation and that 

he had received orders from B. Ah lUghe-s that if we did not nro- 

sUtfr 

tsct his station.-? he would mithdraw his etock. I irnmediatelv 
ansmered' him that he must not ¥.\1 thdram his stock under any cir- 
cumstances; that there were troops enough on the pleins to take 
care of him and I would see that it was done; that I had no 
doubt these attacks were coming from small bands of Indians who 
belonged to tkm South Oheyennes and Apapahoes and were coming 

i'o/vi Qftjt- 

dome to t'ie i.r tribes who had made peace mith Sanborn. I also 

received notice that a large drove of from '1000 to 1200 head of 

cattle was coming throxrdi the. Cherokee -Station enroute to Kansas 

and Miscouri reported to be from Texas, having five or sin owners 

or men going under different names on" n ; -.:■ hV r-.jmon to believe 

Had li>etv shl-en 
that a great part of these cattle y-. A • from the Cherokee and 

Ohickasem ITatioaa, and wanted them seized, I had. had some 

trouble with seizing cattle and having the Civil Courts ^ decide 

against me, that I made up my mind that I would investigate this 

thorooufehly before the cattle were seised, 1 soon found there 

was so doubt as to their being stolen. I therefore seized them 

and turned them over to the quarter master department under a 

direct order from the Secretary of War. After the war, a judgment 

-£•,:: nhhmtd egainst me for 130,000. It seems there was no United 

States lav, protecting an officer carrying out the order of his 

superior officer, if it happened to be an illegal order, but as 

soon as Grant become President, he had a lam gassed that protected 

officers and the Government pair this judgment. 
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On October 23, I received a dispatch from General 
Wheaton stating that the Indians had appeared In force on the mail 
road, attacking stages, burning trains and hillin- soldiers and 
citizens. They are following in the rear of the troops I had 
ordered, to Ft, Leavenworth to be mustered 'nt; that the. Indians 
he feared would have control of our lines before the month was 
out, where there are not troops enough left on the plains to 
protect them. 1 immediately wired him that the troops moving' 
South from. Ft. Laramie should take care of these Indians. That 
there were plenty of them, to" do so; that 1 was satisfied, that these 
bands were part of the bands of ' the southern tribes who had made 
treaties with us, 1 also received on the 23rd report from General 
Curtis from Ft. Sulley telling me that the chiefs §f the MiiMHitaWew. 
<*«tJ Simx for themselves and. ten other tribes were to meet him 
on his arrival there on November 5th. They want peace and sign 
articles for themselves and take copyifor other tribes, Including 
the Che ye nnes and "rapahoes to sigh. He said the Sioux and several 
other' tribes had come int. They all complain of our encroachments, 
on their hunting grounds and our line, of emigration through their 
buffalo country; they also said it was difficult nor to restrain 
their young men and our troops must therefore continue in the 
field and be on the alert. This was encouraging and I had great 
hopes nop/ of the success cf Big Ribs and the messenger whom I 
had sent to the Indians, who had been fighting us In the Powder 
River country. 

On the 25th I received a dispatch from General -Sh Raton 
giving an account of the attack on the 22nd. It appears the 

Vidians struck Cottonwood Springs, driving the mail coach 
into that, post. The flame day they attached a portion of the 
garrison at Alkali, drove them into that post. On the 23rrd 
they attacked and burned two trains near the latter place, 
killing three men. They destroyed several hundred feet of 
telegraph ri re . Shortly afterwards, Col. Fleming with a detach- 
ment of the 8th V/est Va, Cavly. attacked them, and scattered them 
in every direction killing a good many of them. He lost two men 
killed and several wounded* 
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On the 24th I received another letter- from Mr, Reynolds 
of the Stage line saying that the troops which are on the way from 
Ft. Laramie to be mustered cut will not stop to protect the 
trains or anyone else and that it is his belief that the Indians ' • 
will take the roa :i from Cottonwood to Julesburg and hold it for 
two months to come in spite of what troops will he left on the 
road and that a large amount of hay, grass and buildings will be 

destroyed and a great loss of life, but said, !, 1 have ordered the 

Shflons 

stock kept at the stage. at all hazards." 

/\ 

I received word from Mr. Durant that lis had offered the 
Cedar Rapids Railroad $500,000 bonus if the;; would connect at 
Omagra in 18 months. They were now building a telegraph line from 
Boon along the projected line to Council Bluffs, When I left Ft, 
Laramie I left in charge, Captain George l[. Bailey, as acting 
Quarter Master until General Wheaton could obtain one, Capt. 
Bailey wrote me that General kheaton was making a great many im- 
provements in everything; getting the supplies well stored and 
protected. He is energetic and economical; that the eost was being 
nicely fortified; that the paymaster went to^ Connor day before 
yesterday and will pay the troops to the 31st of August. I knew 
this would make them more contented. All the transportation 
on the plains having be^n used in the movement of the different 
columns, the troops at the different stations had not been able to 1 
lay in any wood and fuel arid' orders had been given to let con- 
tracts for this and on the 29th they were forwarded to me for 
approval. At Ft. Bridger, the contract called for 700 cords at 
$15. per cord, and for 10,000 bushels of oats at $45 per ton. At 
Camp Douglas, Utah, they wanted |22 per &ow<. for $1500 cords, Wood, 
at these places, had to be hauled from 15 to 20 miles and while 
I considered the price high, I approved the bids fwo $/3 thfe amount, 
instructing the posts, to supply the balance with their own teams. 
For wood delivered at Julesburg, which had to be hailed 150 miles . ' 
from Cottonwood, they wanted $103 per cord. This I absolutely 

refused to give. ,1 ordered them to let the contracts to have the 

ranek oy ■ . 

wood delivered at Cottonwood or at Morrow^-.: ? K the statlonjnear there 

paying $15 per cord, and we hauled It from there with our own temas 
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'• o Julesburg, 

On October- 30th, I wrote to General Robert Allen, the 
Chief Quarter Master', a letter In answer to his In relation to 
the contract on the plains,, as follows: 

Ft. Leavenworth, Oct. 30, 1865. 

I desire to state In relation to iratters pertaining to 
your Dept. on the plain", that any extra expense In the trans- 
portation of supplier; were incurred en account of the manner in 
which the contracts for that service were let. 

I, of course, wished to provide stores on the plains for 
the number of troops I was Informed would be nlaced there or that 
I int. ended to send there. The contract designated that supplies 
should be delivered between May 1st and November 1st or December 
1st and ontsude of that we had no control over there , Therefore 
If we turned over supplies at Ft, Leavenw/orth In May and they 
were delivered by Dec, 1st, the contractor lived up to the em- 1 
tract. This fact also prove.-"! fatal fa all on oporatleaa, for 
after we had est :unatel' cin:* troops at Ft. Laramie*!'.^ Vul;/ let the 
stores we .shipped in I.'ay to aupply them not arriving, we were 
forced to transport them on our own trains from Ft. Kearney to 
Cottonwood by om- own or citizens teams, thus delaying us from/four 
to six weeks. The amount of stores sent on the plains was -for' 
twelve thousand men on the north route. On the southern route .we 
only sent for six months and no more than there will be needed for 
the reduced force designed for that route. From this years exper- 
ience I hold that hereafter in any contract, that time should 
bo given for delivery of stores at all posts after being turner! 
over to the contractors an! that the system of sub- contracting 
should be piohibited. Stores shipped from Fort Leavenworth this 
season were stab-- contracted sometimes five times before reaching 
destination and it was almost Impossible for thm 0. ¥.. at end 
of route to say on what Invoices they were turned over or at 
what time they left the Depot, This "mil] give the commanding 
officer here assurance that he can 'depend, upon the delivery 
of his sup'nlloa In a reasonable time after they 'leave the depot; 
2nd, that in aP contracts made for next year's supplies the stores 
should be delivered to the contractor at the end of the U„.p.R.P. 
E.D. (road runs west from 'Kansas City) for rll supplies going 
en the southern _ route end for all stores going on northern route 
should be delivered at the end of n. "p. P, R. which runs west 
from Omaha. This" will save the expense and delay of land travel 
for at least ore hundred miles o-er the southern route and for 
about two hundred miles on northern route, I believe, however, 
that Govt, next! year can transport its own supplies for all 
points east of Rocky Monn'ains to better advantage with more 
regular! ity and with less expense loy using its own transportation 
west of the mountains; ■ TViat , however, Is a matter for careful 
consideration as -or iocs .next year may be much lower than this. 

There are now in' store at Ft. Leavenworth, wagons enough 
to do this work next season. Complaints have been -ado nbout 
expenses on the oiains perhaps without a full, understanding of 
the matter, . Ho stores were sent on the rlains after we received 
information thet the. troops "sent fro^' the East were not to be 
retained. As soon as 1 was informed that troops enroute for the 
service would be mustered out, that the plan. had been changed 
and forces reduced' to a defensive policy. Instead of an agreslve 
one 1 issund an order (sometime in July or early part "of August) 
to 'the ",M. and Com. Depts. at Fort Leavenworth that no more ■ . 
supoijes should go out on the plains not now enroute and they 
ore' now wen stored, sheltered and no unusual loss has occurred, 
I also consider that for a successful and economical administration 
of' the affairs on the plains, that an experienced, energetic and 
faltfhul n. M. should ir stationed at Ft. Loavaiworth, 1 know 
of no one better fitted for this position that But, BrBg . Gen, ■ 
Myers and shmu"d he be taken from ot» Louis I hope he will be 
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sent here as Dept . G, I«;I. given supervision of all officers be- 
longing to his Dept. on the plains. I take pleasure in sayihg' 
that 1 found nearly all the officers of your Uept. ofi the plains 
active, energetic and anxious to perform fully their dutjr and 
attend to the true interests of the Government," 

On November 1st I received a dispatch from General Wheaion 

saying that the supply train for Ft. Connor with provisions had 

returned to Deer Creek on account of the snow; that fifteen 

inches had fallen on the level; that General Heath who was sent 

after the Indians who had made, the attacks on the lino between 

Ft, Cottonwood and Julesburg had followed them to the Republican 

Fork and he had punished them very severely, killing a great 

many of them an-' capturing a godd deal of their equipment. This 

was good news because it showed these Indians that they could not 

come down into our country '."ithout being followed and attacked 

no matter where they were. They considered themselves pretty 

safe on the Republican because our troops were not in that 

country. 

On November 4th I received the following letter from. 
3. '£. Shattcuk in relation to making me 3tK iW&w-y member of the . 
Theta Chi Society of North ich University and giving me an account 
of some of the cadets who had passed away: 

Norwich, Nov. 4, 1865. 

1 have the honoB and the pleasure of communicating ':o you 
that you have been elected an honorary member of the Theta Chi 
Fraternity Norwich University. 

The main object of and the principles of the society are 
the following: 

To create good fellowship between its members and their 
general advanceme.nl, while in the University. 

The society ranks first in the college, image, in the 
number of its graduates of ih" college and the general standing. 
It has been the custom of the society to have but two honorary 
members, Maj. Gen. R. H. Miiey, U.3.V is at the present time the 
only one, our lamented Ransom having given his life to hie country. 

The fraternity know yen as they read the history of this 
P-reat struggle just passed. It is with a glow of pride and respect 
every member present or past of the Univ. read a the noble, bright 
pao-e/ocouried by you one of her sons and their brother. 

kthila Peri. Ransom was 1-id up with a bad wound at New 
Orlenas in the soring of* '64, I was often at his rooms, at such 
times while speaking of old times and of the Univ. he frequently 
spoke of you as a dear friend and classmate, 

■ ■ Ransom's mother end sister are now making their home in 
Norwich. 1 see T have passed the bounds of a -formal letters for 
which vou will please oardon me. If you should s-e fit to take 
"otice"of t,V*s wleavor to offer you the hand of good fellowship 
on the part of the Theta Chi Fraternity end thus honor them, 
please direct, to your hnmble, &c." 
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On November 7th, the Indians attacked Lo bge Pole Creek 
Station and drove off ? mules. A Sergeant and aevon men stationed 
there followed tho Indians and billed and rounded four and took 
back the stock captured by them and also 30 stolen mules, which 
they hmd with them and which belonged to citizens. 

Major H, a, a. H>ath, whom I had sent after the Indians 
mb6 had been attacking the lines and had retreated south, struck 
them on the forkiof the?- Eepulihcan and whipped the- twice. They 
killed fifty Indians and captured a good deal of their property. 
The ren suffered greatly because they were not prepared for cold 
weather, Sane of the officers and men were frosted. 

in Iowa the election of United. States Senator was be ins 
canvassed and the three prominent candidates were Harlan, Kirkwood. 
an- 1 Kasson. My friends in the State were trying to induce me to 
enter the contest but I had written all of them that it was 
impossible for me \c do ;:o and I received tlr- following letter 
from my A, D. 0. ; Major t ichenor, who was,, a visit to his hone 
in D e s It o i ne s , I o w a r 

Des Moines , Nov. Id, 1805, 



After- delays by accident, mi sf outline, a-c , , I reached 
home on Saturday, finding my family in better health thatn I 
had expected. Mrs. Tiohsnor reached home a day or two befroe I 
did, and was in better, health than for month ; - previous, and our 
little boy i.:; getting Well. 

1 met Mr. Kasson this morning, he has probably written 
ycu. He a a mured me that every effort would be used by himself 
and his friends in Congxaaso in yoni'' behalf, and says that if 
the arm.y is increased he is confident you will be mode a general 
Officer. 

I find from, expressions of sentiment at Keokuk, aval along 
the railroad s also here, that your name is being quite freegry used 
in connection vith the United States Senatorship, and I am 
inclined to believe that if you. waxit that honor you could have it 
by asking for it. Ycu are universally conceded to be the repre- 
sentative Yil itary man of the State. All are your friends and 
admirers. You have no enemies. The Legislature will be controlled 
by Army men, and. with them there is a firm determination to give 
the 'oolitic a 1 control of Army men. 

The leading pcli-'icians see the necessity of this, and 
as a means of keeping the Union strength united, they will acquiese. 
Hence it seems to me very clear that if you want to be U.S. Senator 
and will make prone.!' efforts you can be elected without the least 
doubt and with but little opposition. You, of course, know whet 
will suit you host, end have doubtless marked out tho course of 
y ur future aepirati mis. I have, therefore no advice to give you. 
1 want you to succeed in that which you prefer and my efforts and 
prayers will at oil time be wilth you, but. I mats t say that it would 
be the happiest event, of my life to see you elected to the United. 
States Senate, You could certainly have no better endorsement." 
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On November 14 th, l I received a dispatch from General 
"lie a ton in which he said that a large band of Indians attached 
Col. Fleming's command Rest 7a, at llkali Station, fotwdrL 
them and pursued thorny whipping them in ey^ry engagement , captur- 
ing from the* Indians l r head of cattle, oil they had. He ran 
then so close that they threw away buffalo robes, lariettes and 
arrows and thinks they are the same party ho fought mi the Repub- 
lican. He reports having killed five Indians. ITe thinks these 
Indians are the Cheyennes belonging to the southern Cheyenne 
band who were working their way south t the main body who made 
the treaty with General Sanborn. 

On November loth, 1 wrote LIr. L. v '. g^attuok as follows: 

Ft. Loavemvorth, No 1 ' . .15, 180o. 

1 take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your 
communication of the 4th inst. notifying me of my election as 
an honorary mo rib or of the Theta Chi Fraternity of Norwich 
IInisst?rsity; also enclosing the action of that society on the 
death of Gen, Ransom; for all of which -please accept my thanks. 

No onf ? excepting the members of his family, felt more 
keenly than I, the death of General Ransom. Since we were cadets 
together at Norwich, we have been warm personal friends; in fact, 
brothers j and I was not prepared to see him taken off so early 
and so unexpectedly. A. truer, nobler, soldier did not live, and 
he died lamented thuonghout the army. He had wondlstinction in 
all grades in which he served and no one served with him, but to 
respect, end no one knew hlnrbut to love him. 

He came to Sherman's army during the atlanta Campaign and 
at his and my request was assigned to the 4th division of my (the 
10th) Corps, and when I 'was wounded he fell to its command. In 
the -reorganisation of that army, he wont into the 17th corps which 
he commanded during the pursuit of Hood. His anxiety to do more 
than his duty was the cause of his death. Ry his deeth, the 
service lost' a va.lu.able officer and a] 1 that knew him felt they 
had lost a friend that they could not replace, 

I am •■■■glixl to see that the home of his boyhood, the college 
at which ho was educated, and his gtate, cherish and honor his 

memory. 

I look back ur-on the days I spent at Norwich as fne 
pleasantest of my life'. Thn trouble I might have given the Pres- 
ident, Tutors and Adjutant, which was no little, 1 trust they have 
forgotten. I know that the good lessons and firm principles 
tatieht rim there were the basis of what little success I may have 
achieved since, and it will always give me pleasure to do sll in 
my • power to advance its interest and pride to know that i am kindly 
remembered by its faculty and cadets." 

On November 15th , e large body of Indians believed, to be 

Ogallala SiEoux crossed the Platte six miles abow Alkali. Col 

Brown, 12th Ho. Cav. with all available forces at Alkali avid 

Cottonwood, some 300 men 1,1th Uo . an^Cth West 7a. Cavalry. , ; 

'started on their trail. The mountain men who examined the trails 

and counted the lodge pole tracks estimated that there was 1500 
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o' p them. They were the Indians whom the Secretary of the Interior 
wanted escorted south but the Indians had broken away ancf loft 
by themselves, committing depredations along the road as they 
travelled. 

On November 16th, I received orders fro- the. Far Depart- 
merit to muster out tbr .staff officers^- my Adjutant General and 
twc aides. I wrote the following letter to Col. T. S. Haynes 
'who had been my chief commissary of Stifeslstanoe during ray command 
of the Department and on the plaines. Co"'. Haines was a very- 
efficient officer and had been of great aid to me. He was one 
of those officers who wa.s very practical and did not try to find 
reasons for not doing things. He appreciated 'many times during 
the T/ar that regulations and red tape had been laid aside tem- 
porarily to accomplish what was in view. The following is the 
letter: 

St. Louis, November 23, 1865, 

1 desire to express my thanks for the efficient manner 
in which you performed the duties pertaining to your Department 
while I was in command of the Department of Missouri, and 1 saw 
the evidence of ihiajw hile on the plains. 

I am fully aware of my indebtedness to you for the 
efficient aid I always received from you. 

No one can know how ^ueh a commander can be aid ed 
and ail his operations made successful by efficient officers 
in charge of his Staff Department nor ho?/ much ere?" 1 it they are 
entitled to. 

During my service I have never received mor&ef ficient , 
cordial and valuable aid, than I did from you and your subordinates, 

1 enclose you a letter which I sent to Lt . Gen. Grant, 
while in command at St. Louis, It may have some value in rvaking 
up your record, and give you the satisfaction which all officers 
feel when they know that their efforts in behalf of . the Government 
are appreciated and admitted without any knowledge or solicitation 
on their part . " 

Captain J. F. Bennett, who had been my Assistant Adjutant 
Genera] of Volunteers, whose glioma had been in lew Mexico, was one 
of the officers mustered cut. He spoke several Indian languages 
and was acquainted with all the Indians in that country and last t) 
wrote the Hon, D. E. Cooly, the Commissioner of Indian affairs, 
the following letter: ' 
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Pt, Leavenworth, Nov. 23, 1865,' 

1 have I.]-' ^ honor to recommend to you for special agent 
of the Papagoes, Peiwas n nd "arocopas, Captain J. """. Bennett, 

Asst. Aclgf. Gen. of V-ls. 

Captain Bonne&t is .about "bring mustered out of the 

services; has served on my staff for the past year- and is an 
officer of strict Intogrily, excellent moral, s and of. wore than, 
common ability. ' - ■ 

He in fw3 ly, acquainted with these Indians, speaks their 
language', has been a. resident of their country, and I lw ow will 
fill the position with credit and' to the .great benefit o the " 
Indian Department., '• 

These, tribes are in a state of semi-civilisation and 
cultivate their lands to a considerable extent. The Polmas raise 
several thousand bushels of wheat annually," which they sell to 
Mexicans from Souifrl'i end to the miners of Ariaoaa. 

The Papagoes and Marlcopas are not so Industrie 1 ,!'' but 
with proper direction and an officer to look carefully to their 
interests, me who would assist rather than impoversish them, 
they soon might be made 'to subsist themselves -and be a Seneflt 
in the developernent of the rich 'mineral and agricultural resources 
of Arizona . , 

Owf agent can attend as well to the Interest of these 
tribes as to nave an agent for each of them. Their territory 
borders the rich mineral regions on the north trad with proper 
efforts they can '-e made valuable auxiliaries in protecting 
miners and ranchers against the_ hostile Apaches north of the 

Gila. 

qapt, Bennett knows their country, habits, customs and 

manners and' I think their wants. The people deserve much at the 

hands of the Government. Peimas have never been hostile to the 

whites } since the early emigration to California, and in many 

Instances have succored air" protected them from the Apaches, the 

same will apply to the Papagoes and LTarlcopas, but not to so great 

an extent. . 

These tribes occupy the rich fertile valley of the ^ila, 
on the south over which the Southern Overland Mall one- travelled, 
and over which a great emigration passes to. and from the Pacific 
annually, and over~' which must pass most of the supplies for the 
ti'oo-s stationed In Arizona. 

Cant. Bennett has served faithfully for nearly five years, 
and I trust" the Department wi n l see fit to appoint him, I " know ^ the 
Interests of these Indians could not be placed In "etter hands. 

The 2nd Battalion of the 18th United States Infantry 
had reported to me for the purpose of relieving Volunteer troops 
on the plains. It was commanded by Col, Carrington and was some 
500 strong, I forwarded them immediately to Ft. Kearney to occupy 
that post during the winter. The Indians -who had moved south 
from the South Platte had gotten on to the Smoky Hill route. On 
December 4th I received reports that_ the Indians had attacked 
messengers belonging to the 15th Mo.' Cav, west of Chalk Bluffs, 
killing one and wounding one,; that they had also attacked a 
detachment of 20 men of the 21st United States Infantry near 
Downer's Station.' They were repulsed with loss of six killed 
and several wounded. This detachment made a gallant fight. 

There were some throe or' four hundred Indians who made the 

soldi t^- ' ' . 

attack, but the^ had nut up ,an <eai?th entrenchment around their 
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camp T/hich enabled them to hold them off. 

On the 23 rd of November, they attacked Lt. Hut chins of 
the- same company. After an hour's fight, ho drove the Indians 
off, lost one killed and some wounded . The same day the Indians 
went 15 miles east of Blufton and attacked two stages loaded with 
passenger's, escorted by Co. B» 17th 111. Cav. The Indians were 
driven off, four being killed and three wounded. The same day 
they attacked. Lt . Col. Turnlsy and fifteen men but were repulsed 
and on the same night they endeavored to steal the stock but did 
not succeed. Before the.se attacks were made, some of these 
Indians went to the stations and were told that peace had been 

made; they seemed to be satisfied and went away, but soon re- 
turned with reinforcements and pitched in all along the line. 
Col. Bent's son, George Bent, who was with the Northern Cheyenne s, 
was reported to be with them --t this time. I found that it was 
necessary to raise a force to attack these Indians who were lying 
between the- Platte and Arkansas Rivers and Instructed Gene re 1 
Wheat on to organise from his SdMrnattd.^ force 'of 500 men under a 
competent officer with pack mules to go into- this country and - 

remain. The weather became very cold. The thermometer running 

7~ero 

down to 30 degrees belowh with considerable snow on the ground, and 

1 wired that this force should be completely fitted for win -we r 
work and to live in tents. There was about 10 feet of snow on the 
"'asatch range and it was reported all along the over-land routes 
that the cold was 'beyond prededent . Col. Bent, under my Instruc- 
tions had sent Black Kitles, a Cheyenne chief from Ft, Larned the 
latter part of Uovember, north to see these Indians who were 
committing the depredations, but up to this time hat -been unable 
to induce them to go south to their tribes. They were determined 
to remain in the valley of the Republican. This position gave 
■-them a chance to raid on the stations of the South Platte and 
the Smoky Hill, 

On Decmeber 17th, the Commissary Building at Cam p. 
Douglas ^together with all its stores was consumed by fire, suppoed 
to be the work of an Incendiary. It was fortunate that there 
were supplies hi Salt Lake that we could buy and at Ft. Bridger 
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which could "be moved as soon as roads were broken over the wasatch. 
There was one train of supplies for Ft, Bridge r snowed in on the 
South Pass and I sent orders to these trains, as soon as they 
could get free, to "ove to Halt Lake. Our reports from the 
South Pass were that it was filled with.snov; so that it would 
be impossible for trains to pass through before Spring. 

Major Tichenor forwarded me the following letter from 
Major C „ C. Carpenter who had been my Commissary of Subsistence 
during the Atlanta Campaign: 

Ft. Dodge, Iowa, Dec. 1st, 1365. 

Your letter of Nov. 28th came to hand today. I was 
not elected, 1 was a eandidtate for Rep, and there were so many cop 
in this Diet that 1 went under, Mr. Basse tt ir th Senator from 
this Dist. and he is so reticent in respect to what he intends to 
do that 1 can hardly tell whit his proclivities are in respect 
to Senator, I thiak he is a friend, of Easson buty maybe worked over- 
very easily. 

For myself I thought of Gen . Dodge all the time before 
the election, I believe he would, make a U. S. Senator for the 
times and I think he could be elected, G-en . Vandevsr is a can- 
didate but his record is not as 30 od as Gen, Dodge's. There is 
going to be such a struggle this winter between Harlan, Easson, 
EIrkwood, -tone, Va.nd.4wer and perhaps Hubbard that it appears 
to me C-er. , Dodge's friends could form a combination which would 
insure his election. His location is good, from a portion of the 
State where th re are no other candidates, and his military 
record as good as any officer from this state. 

l"had heard that lie had heen appointed to an office in 
the regular army, which I supposed recounted for the fact that he 
was ^ot before the people. If he should be a candidate, I would 
do all for hit:: that"* I could, I wish I was in the House not only 
to Lea. for him there but to vote for him." 
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At th'-- came time, there was sent me the following letter 
from the Chicago Republican: 

One of the first and most important things the Legislature of 
Iowa will have to perform at its approaching session will be the 
election of a Th S. Senator to fill the existing vacancy, occa- 
sioned by the Resignation of Secrcaty Harlan, one 1 for the full 
term of six years succeeding. The importance of the Position, 
the number and acknowledged ability of the several candidates, 
added to the probability' that the same men will be chosen to fill 
both the unexpired an- the full term, invest this election with 
necuiiar interest. • x . 

It would be foreign to my purpose to discuss ahe relative 
or absolute merits of. the several distinguished gent e linen whose 
claims ai--e being urged more or less persistently, for the coveted 
position. Cheerfully conceding to each the fitness wliich Is 
claimed for him by his more immediate friends, I think I do rot 
err ir i-y estimate of them or of him when I say ( that Gen, G. dg 
Bodo-e. whose name Is but newly mentioned in .connection with the 
rosit->on is the' peer of any in the varied n acquirements and accom- 
pli shements calculated to dignify and adorn the high office _o± 
American Senator, LTore than that of any other men now mentioned 
does the name of Dodge stir the patriotic impulses and -awaken 
th« i ib-rtv- loving enthusiasm of the people to whose military 
h'jstorv has achievements have added so many Illustrious chapters, 
gen, Bo^n: is not no-, nova:- has been a politician iti the 
sens^ in ^hieh thot term Is ordinarily used, and is as liftie 
versed in the wiles of political intrigue as lie is destitute 
of the art-bit ion of the mere place hunter. Liming the Iffs oi 
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a qui-b, unobtrusive, and valued private. citizen, at the 
breakina n-nt. or the rebellion, he responded with alacrity 
to the fir ft bugle call of hi? country and placing himself 
at the head of the Iowa 4th, began a career* which the 
campaign through Missouri and Arkansas, terminating at Helena 
Pea Ridge, Corinth, Atlanta and subsequent engagements have m 
made illustrious. But his military record has gone into 
history- a history studded with brilliant achievements and 
commissioned for its great actors with imperishable renown. 
As a soldier, his earner is without a stain and he enjoyed a 
remarkable degree, the confidence of his superiors, the 
respect, of his subordinates, and the love of his men; as a 
citizen is sans peur at sans reproche. True, in all his im- 
pulses, all his feelings and acts to his country, which can 
demand of him no sacrifice, as patriot, soldier or citizen 
he would feci unwilling to make; ha is, above all others, 
the man whom Iowa should, at this time, delight to honor, by 
investing him with the dignity and clothing him with the 
responsibilities of her highest representative office. 

The Jeffersonian test- honesty and capability- 
may be applied to him -vith the utmost safety. Gen. Dodge is 
both honest and capable, ready to acknowledge the claims of 
public duty as he is fearless in the discharge of then. Plac «. 
ed in positions we 1 ! calculated to test his fitness or demon- 
strati, his ::. oapcity for elevated station, he has 
never been known to he tray a public trust confided to him, 
nor to shrink f->om a faithful discharge of the duties its as- 
sumption imposed! It is nd>t too much to say he never will. 
An honest, f &ji.thf ul , patient and perservering worker, jealous 
ly devoted to the highest and best interest of his State and 
Country, Iowa can find no more fitting representative in 
the American Senate, at this juncture, than Gen. Grenv ille 
K. Dodge, the unselfish friend of the people, already elevate 
by the purity of his private life, and public character above 
the squabbles of wire -.tilling politicians for place and 
position, 3 i gne cl G . G , 17 . " 

ffl have no idea who wrote the above article. 

1 had instructed Captain J. "'. Bennett, who had 

left me and started for his home, to keep a close lookout 

as ha travelled w e St " :i nol report to me anything that he 

saw needed attention and on December 18th, he wrote me from 

Port IsiclgKK Dodge as follows. - 

"We arrived here last evening in a terrible snow 
storm and havn been compelled to loy over today. Tomorrow 
we exnect to ppll out as the storm is somewhat abated. 
The snow is about 8 inches deep with a strong north-west 

-i'-incl . 

Col. Leavenworth accompanied us from Council 
Grove to Fort Larned, Ho is as craay as a lunatic on the 
Indian question, and before he knew bho 1 was, commenced to 
shoot off his bazzoo at Gen. Dodge. I very soon put a stop 
to that. He dont know any more about Indians and Indian 
character than those old. lew England whomen who are holding 
prayer meetings fof the "poor Indians", and I told, him so. 
There are ten thousand men west of the Missouri who have been 
anions the Indians more than he has, and he acknowledged to 
me thifit he knew nothing about any Indians' but the Camanches 
and Kiowas , He says you have been his worst enemy. He is 
b demented old fool. He advises me to apply for an escort 
from Larned, and said if T ^id not get it he would protect me 
vdth his Indians, I respectfully requested him to keep his 
Indians off of the road and I would, take my chances in 
getting through the others. 

I met a lot of the Cheyenne s at Larned who say they 

are going to drive the Caws and Osages off their lands. The 
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officers at this post say they were while here v-:ry insolent 
and exacting. Col. Leavenworth told me positively" that he 

saw the orders from C-en . Pope conferring authority upon 
Gen. MeOook to give orders to Sanborn &c . 

There are a good many trains upon the plains that 
must suffer terribly, I have- passed Dodd's train at Cow 
Greek; it cannot get through this winter. There is a large 
train here tonight for Fort Union and I am confident it 
cannot get through. Things on this line, need looking after. 
They are in a miserable condition, I wish I had had author- 
ity to inspect the posts on this route. Should you remain 
in command until spring it would repay you well go Jo over 
it, but for God's sake, don't try it this winter, 

1 have learned from several officers- this line-- 
that Doolittle based 'his entire opinion upon Leavenworth's 
representations. I hope the weather will permit us to pro- 
ceedin the morning." 

Port Dodge was named after me, not as an. honor, 
by a command that I sent out there : ' ' • in the winter, after 
it was too late to furnish them lumber or anything for an 
enemppnent and they had to make dug-outs in the Bluffs for 
the purpose of wintering and the Colonel in command of the 
detachment wrote me that they were so mad at peeing sent 
there in the winter with so little accomodations that they had 
named the place Camp Dodge, This location was a celebrated 
crossing of the Southern Indians of the Arkansas Valley, There 
was a practicle ford of the'Arkansas near here and the trails 
all centered here and. it had been an important point during 
all the time I was in command of the plains. From Gamp Dodge, 
when a permanent post was ordered there, they named it Fort 
Dodge and after the war when the fort was abandoned, a city 
had grown up there, which' is now known as Dodge City. 

On December 16th, I received the following letter 
from my old freidn 5, J. Kirkwood, who was a candidate for 

Senator: 

"I have" intended writing you for some time, but have 
postponed, it until now. 

1 am a candidate for the U. s. Ssante and would be 
glad, of your support, 1 understand' from Mr, Clark who saw you 
at St. Louis, that your first preference would probably be 
ior Mr, Kasson. I think Mr. Kasson cannot, be elected and that 
the "fight" will be between Mr. Harlan and'a. I think Mr. 
Harlan Should stay where he is. He left the Senate voluntarily. 
He can be of service to the Stats where he is and another can 
fill his nlace in the Senate. **/hy should we lose the benefit 
of having" a. oaMnet Minister, from our state merely to enable 
him to ao ba- k to a place he voluntarily abandoned. 

I sey nothing with regard to Mr. Kasson for two 
reasons; 1st, I suppose from what I have heard you perfer -him, 
find 2nd, he and I are not on friendly terms „G 
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On December ISth I 'receded the following letter from 

Major J. '\ P.arnes, Was aw, Illinois telling rae of the location 

of rny Staff. He was entering a manufacturing concern in 

Missouri* Captain Edward Jonas had gone to New Orleans where 

his brother, who was on Hood's Staff, " ■ ' lived. • George E. 

Ford had gone -to his home in Philadelphia and Major McBlroy 

to his homo in Ohio, My staff nor consisted of detailed men, 

Lt . E. F. ""are and Mr . hiackie, and Mr. Williams, my Assistant 

»vi u s -f<=-?- &&. ovrc 
Adjutant General. Th:e stafi'.had been with me during the entire 

A 

war end all of them were efficient men in their way. Major 
Barnes came with me as a nontenant and was in my Adjutant 
Office from the beginning. He viae, very careful mid very re- 
liable but was sometimes a little sharp with officers. Ho 
was modest but looked carefully after my interest and I never 
knew him to make any mistakes or assume any authority he did 
not have a eight to. My superior officer" had great confidence 
in him. and when in my command, would consult freely with him. 

Major George C, Ticlvnor, my A „D .C . was a man of 
details. He kept track of everything. He was my monitor, 
calling my attention to things he thought ought- to be attended 
to; was a very bright politician and wanted me to run for every 
office in the country,, Nothing came tip in Iowa but what he 
thought I ought to have J he place and he could not comprehend 
why I did not ask for anything! why I would not write a letter- 
asking anyone to aid in my promotion and refusing absolutely 
to (touch politics; however, he was of great aid to me„ When 
he went into civil life he became a very prominent man; was 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, Every Congress, Republi- 
can or De^ocraiio depended on him to draw up their tarriff 
bills. Re travelled all over Europe for the Government looking 
up the custom and tarriff questions and ; , while he was a repub- 
lican, whenever the democrats were in power, they called on 
him to draw up ibovffoiils. Ho told me he could draw up a 
tarriff bill that the country ought to have but neither gorty 
wanted it and that he could draw up a bill that elihev party 
wanted and it was a singular fact that all the statesmen who 



had anytMrr to do with him, had great confidence in him. In 
latter years, ^hon he "became an invalid, he was ramie chief 
appraiser in Hew York and !i l3 son, Henry Tichenor, has followed. 
in his footsteps in the tar. Iff question and duriru: the last 
contest in Congress, under the payne-Aldrich bill, was utilised 
to help danr it up and then was used by fQlliver to he-lp 
pull it. dona. Like his father, he had his own views on these 
questions hut he conic 1 find arr.nme.iits on hot.h sides. It is a 
great nleasure to me to have had the fr-eindship of the Father 
and family on- also of the son and family. 

Captain Edward Jonas came to me on the Atlanta campaign. 
He was a Lieutenant of the 50th Illinois and was captured at 
Shiloh and had o3-^n in prsien all the time until 1864. He 
was the coolest man I ever sen under fire. He never lost his 
head and 1 always used him on the field to tales important 
orders, where it was necessary to go in places of arcat dan.ee r. 
I used to say to him when he aof "behind the line where he 
■was aoinps to leave his ^norse:' and wall? up hat he never obeyed 
me end rode rieht into the thick of the fight, delivering hie 

order eool-y end vapor-tine, and it is e singu&ar fact that his 

Itl a. jar "hn^s , 

hooihory.wbo was a Commissary -of dutsi stance of Hood's amy, 

•■ >m ^,.,,-us. o^,, ^J,^,,,.,.-,..,..,.. ...•;'-..-:'«•», . . . 'e.'oved in an earl v y 

day to Now Orleans sittsl went with the confederacy. Captain 
Jonas was "ovoted to my interests and pas a youna man who 
very seldom said anything. He was a yyoem listener and a good 
judge, I mas always certain whenever he hrouaht me a report 
that 1 could rely and act upon it, which was of e.r<?at aid • 

to 31! e . 

Captain George -IS. Ford vent intc the service from 
my own home. Council Bluffs, as a Lieut, of Co. B, of the 
4th Iowa Infantry. He acted on my s taf f dniriny the battle of 
Pea Ridge but ^hen Col. Kinsman the commander of hie company 
was made Lt . Col. of the 23rd Iowa, Ford was made Captain of 
his company and returned to it, When the reyiment was very 
much depl-eted, I had him appointed an A. p. C. I found 
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Ford to be .a careful, painstaking, reliable young man, who ■ 
kept everything around the head-quarters in good discipline 
and in good, order and was very popular with all the' attaches 
of the Head quarters, which was a very important thing in 
the field. No matter hoe much cursing and fsi.il t finding 
there was at other head- quarters, I was never troubled any 
at nine when Ford was with me, Then, he. was a very brave 
young men , On the field ho was fearless, was quick to see 
and quick to act. The fact is, 1 had efficient men on my 
staff during the entire war. I have • mentioned them along as 
they came and left me but I don't know cf a single instance 
where they were not efficient. Captain C. C. Carpenter, 
my 'Commissary of Subsistence and Captain J. F. "ring, my '"hiar— 
ter blaster, were both with mo up to the time 1 left in J**1S4 , 
at the Atlanta Campaign and they were, without question, 
allxj , honest, reliable officers and handled their department 
with great ability and I was often spoken to by the division 
commanders end by my superior officers in regard to the way 
they transported and fed my command , 

Captain J. S. Bennett came to me when I took command 
of the Department of Missouri, He spike several Indian lan- 
guages. He was a careful, fearless man, had always lived, on 
the frontier in New Mexico and in my campaigns on the plains 
he was rery efficient. I cou!.U send, him anywhere, no matter 
how think the Indians; he would travel over the lines where 
no one else seemed to be able - to get through and in this way 
was of great aid. 

I left Ft. Leavenworth on December 18th to go to Coun- 
cil Bluffs to attend tc my personal business. 1 arrived there 
on the 21st--a very cold day, the thermometer being 24 degrees 
below aero. This was a very hard trip, I lieing two days 
and nights on the road. Captain George €, Ford accompanied que 
There was hung at St. Joseph on the day we' passed through 
there, our of the <mierrillo s who had been caught when I com- 
manded the Department of Missouri, had been tried, convicted 
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and sentenced to be hung. When we reached one of the sura 1 1 
towns in Northern Missouri, the proprietor of the stage 
station toil ice aside and asked me if I knew whom the people 
were with r ,-e in the stage, 1 told him that I did not and he 
said they were the brother and sister of the man I had ordered 
hung and he advised me not to go. any farther for ho said they 
were desperate characters. Captain Ford olso said he thought 
1 ought not to go on, although I had no fear; however, T was 
anxious to " - et home and concluded to go on. I sat faclnn; 
them. I saw the couple were not well clad and had no blanhots. 
Soon after we left Ft. . Joseph, I told Ford to stars his 
blankets with, them; he offered their but they refused to take 
them. After a while I said to Ford again, "Give those neople 
two of your blankets; we have many and insist upon their 
taking them." They hesitated, but ray order was so sharp that 
the woman finally took them and utilized them. I think the 
cold from St, Joseph to that place had mollified her feeling 
toward us. It was late in the night when we re ached Hamburg 
whore they left us to go to Nebraska City, It was a greet 
relief to us. I know Ford did not shut his eyes all the night 
but I went to sleep. 

Fe arrived in Council Bluffs in due time after a 
very colet, dreary and anxious trip. 

On December 28th, the Far Department issued General 

Order d'168 ordering to be honorably mustered out of the service 

A 

of thw United States, to take effect on January 15th, a large ' 
number of Generals , among which was ray name. This was a sur- 
prise to me and Generals Sherman and Pope, but I was not CUS~ 
pleased at 11 because I had mode all my arrangements to leave 
the service by April 1st. I immediately received a dispatch 
from General Sherman and PopSi, both of i whom said that no 
official report had been received at their dread ouarters and 
said the order took General Pope and himself by complete 
surprise. He sold, "We have telegraphed to Gen. Grant an 
emphatic message urging your retention and have named others 
who could far better be spared. We only know of the order 
as yet by the newspapers," 
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As soon as General Grain received this notice from 

General Sherman, he immediately wired that the order, so far 

as relai ring to me, had been revoked; that it was a -mistake 

and oversight of the War Department. 

The establishment of the Smoky Hill rout-' n'v the 

ys. " 

Butterfield Overland dispatch made it necessary thatsoioe 
officers should be placed at Ft. Ellsworth where the routes 
going up the Smoky Hill and Arkansas come together, and 
that the district of Kansas should be dividted into an East- 
ern and Western district. I so informed General Pope and 
'an order was immediately issued bringing that about. v .e 
were having a very hard winter. General Connor wired me 
that the snow on the plains was so deep that no mail had 
gotten through for fifteen days and there was no prospect 
of its being much better. Some of the Sioux tribes whom 1 
had sent Big Ribs after had come in ft<^ Ft. Laramie, They 
re-ported that they had had a quarrel with the Cheyenne s which. 
had resulted in a fight; that several Sioux, one of them 
Chief Bad Face, also several Choyennes, had been killed and 
wounded in this fight . The Sioux claim they drove the Chey- 
enne out of the country, which was their reason for moving 
south to the Republican. I had given orders at Ft. Laramie 
that as the Sioux or any of the tribes came in there for 
the purpose of being free an'i making peace, to locate them 
near the fort and to feed them well. 1 knew that if they were 
getting rations from us, it being in the middle of winter, 
and they had been kept north during the su-mer fighting Connor 
Cole and Walter and were not able to lay in any winter supplies, 
if might bo an inducement for them, , to come into Laramie and 
the Government had authorised me to -use supplies, keeping a 
close a count of them, so that fehey could be charged up against 
the Interior Department, 

On January 5th, the force that 1 had organised to 
send to the Republican moved from Cottonwood under Colonel 
Brown of the 1.2th Missouri and they sere instructed to find 
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some good location on the Republican for their main, can;] and 

then to scout all the forks of the Republican attack the 

Indians and drive thorn out or make peace with them. 

On January 6th, I received the fallowing teletu-a^ 

from E. Cre'ighton of Omaha, Neb.: . -^z^T^ 

/-)' The commissioners passed over the road to.-fcry, aru! telegraphed 

/"I -''// the Secretary that they find first section of /forty miles in 
/l\^ v / superior order," 
III / Union i'ac;4f:ie J^brasLi, 

J / This took the. road to Fremont-, it being the first 

section that was built.' 

1 received a dispatch from Ft. Laramie on the 8th 

that there ??as great fear that Big Ribs and his party who had 

been, rent out to the Sioux and Gheyennes had been hilled by 

the Gheyennes, The Gheyennes who had come in said he had not 

'reached their village, but I soon ascertained that this was 

not correct. 

On my return to Ft. Leavenworth on January 8th I wrote 

to <3wv£ Kirk wood in answer to his letter as follows:- 

"I look upon Eas son's chances now as slim and 1 hope 
you will win. My friends will vote for you, I have been 
talked of 'as a candidate but my answer has always been, 'Not 
as against you and Eas son." I also told him that most of my 
friends on the slope who were Kasson men would go to his support; 
that it was natural that they should support Eas son as long as 
he was candidate. Many of them, I know, prefer you, and will, 
as soon as the fact is developed that Eas son cannot be elected, 
will turn to you," 

On the 13th of January, 1 received the following letter 
from General Upton, Mao was in command of the district of 

Colorado: 

"I have today made application to be ordered to Wash- 
ing" on, for the purpose of submitting to the Secretary of War, 
a now system of infantry tactics. The changes 1 have made are 
radical', and I am sanguine that if I can but secure a preliminary 
hearing the work will be adopted. The subject of tactics has 
engaged the military mind ever r, ince the close of the war, and 
warm°d is cuss ions fill the military journals. It is now very 
important in view of the reorganization of the army and the adop- 
tion of a uniform militia system throughout the country, that 
a tactics be presented, adapted to' the _ country and based unon 
the experience derived from the war. My application will give 
you the card Ins 1 points of my system, and. ±f you can strongly 
end rose it you will, oblige me very much. All I want is the 
chance to submit the work, leaving its merits to be decided 
by the board of officers which I have requested to be appointed. 

The arrival of the new Chief Quarter Master, and the 
new commissary, Ma,1 . Robinson, who is a sterling man, will per- 
mit my absenc without prejudice to the service. 
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I feel -the importance of prompt action, but shall be 
thwarted if either you or Gen. Pope should state that I could 
not at present ' . ■ ■:•, he spared. Lt . Col. Fitzsimmons would 
remain in command. 

If in addition to the mere approval, you could state 
an opinion ae to the necessity for a modification or change 
of tactics, it will aid me materially and place me under many 
obligations." 

I knew that General Upton had been at work on his 

tactics and he had explained them to me. It was a change from 

the txvoi-rank formation to four and was a great revoli.it.ion in 

the formation and I was very pleased to have him go to VUdsK'l'n^- 

^C<BV\ t ;>. „ He had been a very efficient officer throughout the 

war and had made a study not only of the tactics but of the 

different organizations of the army in the staff department 

and had very clear and distinct ideas which I knew .v/ere in 

view of the 
accord with the ■-.irincipal officers of the army. 
I\ 

I received notice at this time that I had been 
appointed. Colonel in the regular army but I had airead; made 
known to General Grant that it would be impossible for me to 
accept it as if was my intention, as soon as 1 could get out 
of the army, to go to my work on the 'Union Pacific, 

On January 16th, Eig Ribs returned to Ft. Laramie with 
a large delegration of Sioux Indians, nhich made the prospect 
for peace with, the Sioux Nation good. 

On January 20th, I received a;wOT&L;r from Colonel 
Brown that he had found a fine camp onthe Republican, four 
miles below the mouth of Medicine Creek and about 80 miles' 
to the south of Cottonwood; that three of his scouting parties 
sent out on the loth )■ ■"■ had just re turned; they reported 
having been attacked by a war party of "heyennes near the 
crossing of Black 7'ater, Indians estimated at from thirty- 
five to two hundred,, The Pawnees captured one horse, several 
saddle robes and moccasins &c „ The weather had bean intensely 
cold for the last three days; that several- of his men had 
their' hands and feet frozen. 
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On the 20th, I also received a dispatch from Captain 
Bennett from Mesilla, New Mexico, giving me an account of 
what was going on in Mexico in their conflict with the prench: 

I reported, in eomplioance with your order, from this 
place on the 9th Inst, and hope by the 1st of March to receive 
my order of muster out. Although business is stagnant at 
present thro ughoiit the territory, in consequence of no dis- 
bursements of public moneys here (all vouchers are required to 
be sent to St . Louis for payment, and the great distance occa- 
sions much delay and inconvenience to business r,;en) still, my 
business prospects are even wore flattering than I had antici- 
pated.' There is a rutr.or current throughout this district, that 
Gen, West, has been ordered here to relieve Gen. Carietcn, 
and that Gen. Mitchell has been appointed Governor of the Terri- 
tory. I pray God that these reports are well founded, for If e 
ever a change was needed it is here. It is also reported that 
New Mexico has again been constituted a Department. This Is 
unquestionably as it should be, for its remoteness from St. 
Louis, or San Francisco occasions great delay in the transaction 
■■f business, works injustice to officers and men, and dis ad- 
vantage to the Government, so long as it remains a district, 
subject to the orders of the Comdg„ Officer of either of those 
Departments , 

President Juarez xrith his ministers, Cabinet and 
about 500 troops are at Tbl Paso, fifty miles below this place. 
The French ..have withdrawn from the city and state of Chihauhua 
and Juarez is awaiting subscriptions to his loan, and for that 
material aid, which he confidently hopes our Government will 
afford him in driving the usurper and tyrant from Mexican 
soil. I expect to visit him nest week at his headquarters. ■ 

1 suppose our pleasant little military family are, by 
this time, scattered from the Rocky Mountains to the Atlantic. 
Oh, how I would like to meet them all together once morel 
Congdon writes me that Jonas is out of the service, and that 
Barnes has retired to the quiet shades of Home 

1 found my wife and family well, with the exception 
of her father, who is still very feeble. They were anxiously 
awaiting my return, after an absence of two yeai s, and I assure 
you, ^/t hat since I arrived, I have been enjoying myself hugely, 
and am as^haiopy as a lord. 

If it would not be too much trouble, General, I would 
like exceedingly well, a map of your command as it existed when 
1 was with you at Leavenworth, for future reference, 

I hope to make a beginning in mining operations this 
season. There is more interest beI4g felt here in that direc- 
tion this season, than ever, before, and I believe there wr 1 
be some rich developements made. ?/e hove had quite an immigra- 
tion the last year, and hall with delight all enterprising, 
Industrious people from the east to our borders," , /'' 

The Government was sending out advertisements for 
the transportation of supplies on the plains during the year 
1S66 and I enclosed one of them to Gen. L. C. Eastern who was 
the" Ch:ief Quarter Master of the Department of Missouri, show- 
ing its defects, yThe fact is, there was a, great disposition 
In Washington to take hold of Indian matters and run them to 
suit themselves, which was a great detriment to the service 
as it proved In every Instance, *I wrote General Saston the 
following letter le relation to these advertisements: 
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1 enclose advertisement for transports. t ; cms by Government 
f r e I gh t, ■ f o r y e a r 10,6 6 . ( P . 2 . A . C . . U . 3 . F . ) I do n o t Inio w vm* e r wh o s e 
order this advertisement -was drawn- one or two things in it I 
desire to call the attention of the Government to, 

1st, On route No, 1, Port Leavenworth, Fort Laramie and Fort 
Riley are mentioned, 1 suppose that Fort Kearney should he substi- 
tuted for Fort Filey, as we certainly will not haul stores from Ft, 
Riley to the Northern Route; but the main object I have in calling 
attention of the Government to is, that if they should advertise" to 
deliver the freight' at ends of the two railroads, over which they 
propose to tsbe it, being the V, P. R. R. fsr the northern iioute 
and TT» p. -R, p. East Division for the southern route, Fielders will 
bid ten per cent cheaper than they will if they think they will 
have to transport it by train from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, The 
expense of keeping etoe 7, around the fort where forage, car. , has to 
be bought, instead of loading in the Platte or Kansas Valleys at 
the ends of the two roads where grass is plenty, will easily make 
this difference. By Key 1st, we can send frlehgt, for northern rente 
100 miles west of Omaha, or within 100 miles of Kearney, saving 200 
miles of land travel for that route over last year's letting. 

On the southern route, wo will be able to send it shout 100 
miles west of Leavenworth at end of U. P. R. R. East Div. saving 
on southern route 100 miles of land travel over last year'r, letting. 
The contractors, under the advertisement, will claim to take it 
from the depot on Missouri Fiver and transport by cars themselves, 
thereby making a clear gain of the dif ference between R.R. and ox. or 
mule transportation. Thi~ difference the Goverrment should save. 

Lastly, it should be stated in drawing up the contract ttw t 
contractors should be allowed a certain length of time for transport- 
ing freight, each 100 miles, This will avoid the trouble we have 
had the past season of having stores turned over in May, lying in 
sub-eontractors hands, for weeks before starting and not reaching 
their destination for weeks or months after they should have been 

delivered. 

Those points I consider very important to the Govern- ont. by 
experience the past year tells me that the sue cess. of this year 
and the economy depend greatly upon adopting them in the advertise- 
ment and delivery of. the final contract," 

On January 8th I wrote to Col. 1s k b. Bent in answer to s 
letter to me giving his report of his failure to make any treaty 
with the Okey-uine Indians. Under my directions he had been endeav- 
oring to make them join their tribes south of the krkansas. The 

letter is as follows: 

"On my return from the Ndrth, I find your letter of No 1 '. 20th 
1F6P, T am sorry fart your mission did not succeed. The Sioux 
end'nhsvernes had a felling cut, and a fight. The Sioux claim to 
havr. drives the Oheyenres out of their country. The Sioux are all 
comirr- Into Laramie' to make peace, also most of the Arapahoes, so 
that now the Oheyernes are the only tribe left at war with us. An 
expedition left Cottonwood a week ago,, five hundred strong, to whip 
the Chevpnnes. They are now all on the Republican, Solomon and 
Saline Rivers, and 1 think Black Kettle, Little Raven and others 
should p-o to tb.es; with IlaJ, Wyncoop, who Will take this to you. oy 
'"tho time vou get ready to start, my expedition will be oven-, and 
if we should hsp-.-.en to finish them pretty severely it wil] era in 
brin^inn- them to terms. You should send this word, uhsi unless 
th^do°come"in and loin in the treaty thot all the friendly led xa ;s 
ore^borns bv the treaty to -ake war on them and he asp us fighs. tnw- . 
"' " The 3lcnx and Arapahoes en the north, the friendly Oheyennes, 
aranahoe- Comanche s and Pi-- was on the scutw, the tbtes on the West, 
"and' all the Indians on Reservation ie Kansas and Kebraskas, at 
o-ace"" who will all aid next spring in whipping and wipinr out tae 
hostile Oheyennes junless they come in and take the benefit oi the 
treaty. 
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1 think this course will have a good effect, for they all 
sea thai they have no chance with all the tribes ngainsi them end 



friendly with ns. '' 

On January 10th, at the request of Central Sherman, I wrote 
to General Fop/e In relation to the routes which I thought should 
he pi'otecteel during '..ho coming year, as follows: 

"When last In St. Louis, Major General Sherman, commanding Mil 
Itary -ti. via Ion of Mississippi, desired that I should make a recom- 
mendation for lines of travel across the plains nest spring, and 
the points for organization of trains, so that travel could be 
confined to then the coming season. As Mie time Is now approaching 
for the starting of trains, I submit the following as the lines' that 
I think should be adopted, points of organization and number of 
armed men that should bs connected with each train; 

Travel over South routes to lew Mexico, Arizona, South 
California should be thw route known as the Arkansas River route 
and Smoky FTi]i route, trains to bo organised at Fort Riley and 
Council drove.. Roth of these routes have military posts on the 
entire length, and both ere stage routes. Travel to Colorado, 
Utah and all northern territor-es-~the routes known, as the North 
and South Platte Routes should be adopted „ They are the old emi- 
grant routes and have military posts along both of them. The 
Overland Moil to California travel these routes, Trains should 
ho organised for these routes at Fort Kearney. I also recommend 
that the now route to Montana, via Fort Laramie , Fort Reno and 
base of B:iv Horn Mts. be authorized. This will save 300 miles of 
travel over the old route, is a much better road and ■■vicia 
crossing the Rocky Mts, twice. All trains organised at Frot" 
Riley, Council Grove and Fort Kearney should have 50 armed men 
before being allowed to proceed bey-md those points. Trains 
travelling the new rood to Montana shouod -be organised at Fort 
Laramie and not allowed to proceed with less than 100 armed men. 

I enclose copy of order under which', trains have crossed the 
plains for a year past and under vhjohh they are now t re veiling . 
It hes proved the boot moths d yet adopted, end where train:. ; uive 
complied will: Its provisions they hove not been seriously attacked 
or met with any losses. Unless all trains are inspected by each 
Post Commander and held to a strict compliance with the order, 
they will straggle and break up, and this alone invariably invites 
attack from Indians or Road Agents and generally results in loss 
of life and stock. I would hold all commanders of permanent posts, 
such as Riley, Ellsworth, Lamed, Dodge and Lyon on Arkansas route 
Fletcher, Monument and Pond Creole on Smoky Hill Route, Ft. Kearney 
Cottonwood, Sedgeiwkc, T!r 2Pdwell» Collins, and Fort Halleck on 
South Platte route, Fort Laramie, Platte,. Bridge and Sweetwater on 
North ^lette, and Fort Reno on Montana F.0aie responsible for inspec- 
tion and keeping up of organization of trains. Thus far officers 
have been very promot in their duties. 

?'e, no doubt, in early sprdnp, will place one or two new 
posts on Northern route, viz: at Clear Fork Tongue River, at Rig 
Horn Rdver, which will make this routs as secure as any of the . 
others. t would recommend that until regnlar posts are established 
over rntjm length of Montana route, that emigrants are uotifi-d 
■'Iwit an occort for trains will leave Rori laramio once a month, 
proceeding as far as Clark's Fork and will leave Clark's ^ C rk once 
a ~ ,nth every 15th of each month to return, over all rlie other 
' routes no military escort will be necessary; however , when Govern- 
ment, trains ore escorted, citizen trains should be allowed :o 
accompany them .but under charge of officer in command oi Govern- 

' a ' UL To^av tlm only tribe of Indians actually in aggressive hostil 
3 ti-c oi^'lhr Cheyennes. The Southern InUons v.Uh wh-m treaties 
have^heen -ade are sulci. The Sioux td:e last year waged continuous 
F „ r rr .., ,, OV : a n cn -the wsy to Laremie to make peace. Tne emoirw, 
fbcllov", ar>e in rood faith. The /Irapa^oes *nd northern hand 
of Chp.venn.-5S are on Tonvue River. I believe they viil before spring 
jo^'i^ pm own Treaty though they consider Lhey have mere grievances 
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and. Big Horn are both navigable for small boats ire to . __ , , 

Mackinaw boats drawing 2 l/d to 5 feet of water- have often been cor 
dolled n.p to this point, and I have nc doubt boats win: Toe mat 
In hero next season that wi" 1 reach it. Stores could also be taken 
up here for Tongue River and Clear- Fnrk posts. 

Another point is the crossing of Clark's Fork , near valley 
of Yellowstone, CO miles rest of Pig Hon; and" 140 miles from 
Virginia fit", end very near 1 bhp m ost easterly wluln~ districts, 
'" oeS , water, nass aiid. heg~ .abound Irv--, anib a -co-" soil susceptible 
of cultivet ion The s-h_grnih' r to Montana hereafter will take 
this route; It is on" of the finest overland rentes on the conti- 
ir nt , Is SfO miles nearer than the old rente and avoids crossing 
the Rocky fountains twice. The road from Virginia City east, cross- 
ing the bind Elver oo Yellow 3tone Spur, is a brosd military roed 
of easy grades end travelled extensively by miners and settlers as 
far east as dose bad and diaries Fork, This line of posts ca he 
held by two or three companies at each post. Holliday proposes to 
put on their coaches to Montana over it, wlvr. established, and the 
telegraph company are now preparing to mr; their I." on tan a line up 
along it. It will be the bast military protection from Indians 
that, b at ana can have, and it locates our posts In a desirable 
country , abounding in everything necessary to build and sustain 
ther. I have given the matter careful attention and I fee'! that we 
shorld novo early in the spring, establish all our part of the 
posts end especially that wo shorld establish the new location of 
Fort Reno as soon as the ^eather admits. The emigration to 
Montana ^eot will soon ' aomraanc . ' i^d It will nearly add. travel 
this route, necessity aiid enterpris.: soon will open up the Yellow- 
stone and E:p'" Horn rivers and " w o will put our stores In that coun- 
try at a touch less cost than at present. I desire -o hear iron the 
General on ibis subject, especially the relocation of Ft. Rer.ot. 
This alone will oner the route to travel, as every month we can 
send escorts for trains over the dangerous part of the route," 

During all the fire I was is command of the plains, 1 had 

had my engineers in eve^-y district looking up- the date for a 

general nag/ 1 had had a great many applications for it and I 

wrote the foilowlna letter to General Fasten in relation to the 

payment of it: 

Ft. Leavenworth, Jan. 14, 18CG. 
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I have about completed the man T have been so long in making, 
and it is probably the' best that has ever been gotten up of the 
country embraced in my command, end the information ever before % 
gotten' has been comnil-d end I have added to It that obtained during 
blip past season by myself, by our engineers and scouting parties, 
as 'vol 3 su that obtained by t.hp engineers of the two U. P. f. R. ( 
It has al] the roads, mountains, rivers, military posts, mining 
districts, be. with all the distances. Toe ooy It would be Impossible 
1 hove, therefore, made arrangements to photograph it. The cost of 
which wild be 4150 which will giv- me la copies, and 412 for each 
addltioral eery. The first dozen conies will furnish all depots that 
require It with a ceny, I have no means to pay tor the photographing 
of It except I do it/' myself, I desire to kno* 1 if you cannot pay 
for it out of the funds on prober vouchers. The aid to yon alone 
will bo worth twice Hurt mrlace, and to Gen, Pope, Gen. Shermana dn 
all connected' with the command, jt will be Invaluable, T do not 
feel able to bear the cap^nso, and 1 consider Government should. 
I "'have exo ended out of my own purse already in work on it and in 
obtaining" the information, gdOO . 



The Gover-ment had ggotten so economical that they did not 
ant to pey for a map but as aoo=:> as they sen the map ibggy 

v '--Idling to pey for the copies 1 asked for but ^ had 
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to print a very large numb er of them~~sv.-py officer of the Government, 
wanted, them. They were the standard map for all the country west of 
the hkissouri, to the. fe]ifornia State line until that country was 
mappe d f r or (ko^er n mew^i m ve ys . / 

I had received a letter from the Hen. Henry Veil son who ras 
at the head of the Military Committee of the Senate, in relation to 
the necessity of establishing a reconstruction Bureau in the Army 
dividing up the work of the Quarter fluster 'departments as follows: 

"k'hile fho reorganization- of the army is under consideration, 
I desire to submit the following for your consideration. 

The propriety of the establishment of a construction Bureau, 
the samaras that of Engineers, ordnance, Oiiartemasters, Subsistence, 
&c, the Bureau to have charge of the construction of all bridges, 
arsenals, barracksa railroads and wharves, in fact structures'" of all 
kinds of fortifications, in the letter case it furnishing labor 
nad material, and building under direction of an officer- of engineers. 

At Present the Ordnance Dept . builds fcr itself; the engineers 
the same; the Or. Mr, builds for his department and the Subsistence 
Dept, and it sometimes occurs that these departments may all be 
building at the same piece end time, and are all comae ting for 
material and labor in the same market, and of course to the detri- 
ment of the Government mirse. During the mar ouch- a bureau woimM have 
been of great aid to ar- 1 es and mould have saved great expense, Ne- 
cessity" rooui. red that they shou d improvise from raw material to re- 
build railroeds, storehouses, bridges, &c. You can easily see the ■ 
great benefit if we have such an organisation. It is not necessary for 
me to enlarge on this, ^1 so a Bureau or- Department of Transportation 
independent of the "', k. Department, which should have entire charge 
of al" Governmmsnt Transportation, and c - which all other branches of 
Government shou] d call for the transportation of men and material; 
as now organised it is a part of Or, nr, duties on which the Qrd, 
an- 1 Sub, Depts. call for their transportation and often complaints 
are made of favoritism or of looking out first for their ova; trans™ 
p rtatioiij mating it an independent department with its own head 
avoids this at posts of net sufficient importance to assign an 
officer to the department. The duties could be performed by the Q..K. 
or C - 3, as is now often dons in those departments, one officer 
taking charge of both duties and reporting to the heads of each de- 
partment, 

Tt is well known in the army that the Q.r,. II r. Dept, has more 
to do then perhaps all other departments combined, and this multi- 
plicity of ~*< 1 res is not consistant with heving everything well end 
properly done. This is so well understood that we take it for 
granted" th'-t the p. k, dept, will be found with ell other Depts. 
That they have done well during the witr, no one sic;.. . Leo or doubts, 
kith all"' their duties it isa wonder- they have done so vel . But 
how much better could it have been done had each of their duties 
been a s e - :> a r a t e, d e p a i > tro e n t . 

I do not thiel; twis chenge would be mich if ajtiy additional 
cost to Government, as now each of these duties -Is perfovmelb;, the 
Q,r, krm under charge of overseers--civ.llians who a.es often paid more 
than the pay of a commissioned officer. This change makes a 
specialty' of their duties, and educates officers for those duties 
aimi forms the basis for expanse to any -degree; in case of any neces- 
sity that map oriso. I believe that most officers will egree with 
rae that it would aid greatly to the efficiency of the army especially 
in times of war,, and we now with our experience should lay the found- 
ation for the best system and organisation in the world. ' : - ■ ' 
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On Jsnusry 20th, I received a letter fro:', icy ol-' friend, Col. 

M, >.i. Bane who had commended a brigade under me at Corinth anh in the 

Atlanta Campaign. He was a staunch republican, a fine off icon end a 

ready speaker. He lost one arm in the service. This letter calls 

•up many interesting instances in the war a.ie ic; as foi lows m- 

I was glsd to get a long letter from you a day cr so since. 
Your letters are always interesting to both of us. 

I suppose you are rmt. of the service finally and I. think you 
must be gled of it. Almost five years you have not heen ahle to call 
a single moment year own: in fact there' is not one minute ihaii an 
officer, in such e service as ours has been Murine your term of ser- 
vice, can call his own or which his nearest and clearest friends can 
claim with the assurance of obtaining. 

When those things come up, I always think of the death of 
Sherman's child at Memphis , and the very touching letter tie wrote con- 
cerning it at the time. Save in ,? purely military sense, 1 do not 
admire fieri. Shermon, hut he certainly can. express himself to the 
point with hie pen, 1 wae glad to see his brother re-elected tc the 
U. .3. denete again as 1 think it will help to field the fk-m, Iwel on 
politics. 

Free and universal suffrage in D. of 0, is guite popular. How' 
gloriou" ;thet the District of Coluwihl s is free indeed. The lash shall 
nelver mere be heard in tho shades of the capital. This victory is a 
concession of the whole principle and I think the President dare net 
veto it. I hope he may net. I have great faith in President Johnson, 
yet there are some things that look like he was not consulting princi- 
ples of justice in all his dealings with the south; still 1 hope and 
trust in Congress, "fade made a short speech the other day in reply to 
old Doolittle (curse him) which will do your vory soul good to read. 
It possesses what is the cardinal virtue in every military man's 
esteem, "brevity and to the point". The first time 1 ever saw old 
Doolittle,.! thought he was too flat on the topol his head to be 
able to stand for principle when policy or selfishness made her demands 
but thank God, the people have sense enough tc lay all such men on 
the shelf, where I hope he may soon find himself rusting, 

I am quite well pleased with Tiff .people in many respects, espec- 
ially in point of education. You scarcely find anybody, male or 
female ? who is not educated. There are about three females to two 
males; this would to .some be an objection but I cannot myself see it. 
It may sometimes and I presmme does work a hardship to the poor 
female and I '-now of no remedy but for them to move kest, 

1 had the Pleasure on 22d of December, forefather's clay, of see- 
ing nearly oil the fin -a end banners that Llass , troops brought home 
from the war presented to the State-Governor Andrew receiving them 
in a very neat and an^ropriate ' speech. They were presented by Gen. 
Couch who ran for Gov, on the Democratic t icket--poor fellow. He is a 
fai man but certainly makes a mistake in being a democratic candidate 
for Gov, in Kass.--C611 Bullock, Gov. Andrew's successor, is an ordi- 
nary man only, will not bear comparison with Andrews, He presided at 
Trsifioni T- rnele when Speaker Colfax delivered his lecture here » Col- 
fax's reception was very onthusiastic; the audience cheered for five 
minutes when he came in. It. was the same with Eilpatrick, but he 
delivered the flattest lecture you overheard. Colfax's lecture was 
well received, H nry Sard keecher had ''a cold reception here last 
week on account of his support of Andrew Johnson, but his lecture was 
•good. Untie 1 - 1 is to deliver the last in tho ccparce and we expect him 
to evrnfv one of his scvan vials- which is reserved you know for 
Grant/. "" 
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T sonl ••ov.'l to Colonel aroan on "hr: ihanibliean to La- careful 
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_.. : j. I u p > lb !.' V". i .-' I L !. 



Mlu thOOO I'/MOi;-: T iu-T'Ci 

Hoping to hour fro c yen 
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uero to the conditions in the Indian country end poo nooosoary it 
was, if yosoiblo, tu briny rd-jict a poruonynt noaco. 

On January S5th,"i rrct^ Crp-rol T. >"M ^aston s tho Chief 



duarfop' taster in rv.l^tior. to the price c and the iiotheds of ohoalMna 
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There ^ ?w "Otters th-t havs cnce to ny krowiod^ fl , 
tw^" *° th ; hr; y ^ntract at Julostourg (Port Sedgwiek)°tlr~ I .. uu 

I eassee through thone I asked Mid price oal mas mm^ tV- % 
^ s ^ 5 f- ^he delivery at the fost I oonside^J 5,t n Mr" 
| ;ric \ an :' Ili ^° ll " further iuquj pies . I learned uhon T -et to"" 
Laramie cnat Government rcis furnishing the contractors w^h ^nm~ 
^ohinos to cut the 7 ia: .r. This I learned by ordering the"no\.7Hrs"To 
f ran " and tTin .> L: « inferred me that Mr . Fleck was usln^tho- " 
I am told ,hat ir. KL- C fc sets $35 per ton for the har in tbn" sta C i- 
°, n tbo ITcund. where cut; whether this is so or not you know" hotter ' 
^"n, T> Ir K0> :It is an out ^ a S©ous swindle, for he sub-let it for 
-,5-«00 r.er ton in some cases, end 1 know that not to exceed ^10 yv> 
ton \\f.-..; paid by any person for hey in slack. 

An order wn,3 rede by the Post, G mdr, glvinr Mr. Flack PKclmivp 
right to nil the hay ground within several miles of fcb* fort o^' 
he sold the privlege to other parties; in one ease reeelviu^^ f' *nd 
put up for his owrt benefit abort 200 tones— sel ' Ine n nd usiiir''thp 
grornd most convenient to the fort, and ent and nut the Oov-rmu.ant 
hap, which wo have 'to her], ebout 25 miles away/ 

This hay, I a:- told, -"as measured In the stack in some e.esee ■],-■ 
few days after It was cut. These facts have just co-o to up- knorlodw;' . 
How far tho contract corroborates the statement , yon onn. best wider/" * 
I would like to know, " ' --'^-* 

1 also wrote hlra In relation to furnishing the forces on the ' 
plains with hey and wood as follows: 

The question of supplying the -osts between Cottonwood and 
Junction with wood has been so severe and costly all this winter that 
1 think Govt, *honld a;ydy the remedy early in the spring and be 
prepared for neirt winter. The difficulty this winter occurred by 
depending upon troops to supply the posts. The ' ! roops never reached 
their destination, end vhat^ few did yet to the posts'" we. re weekly and 
monthly changed. It will be the same the coming season. The troops 
now on the plains '/rill ell come awey and new ones will go there. 
This will cause new delays end probably another failure"" if the -^ 

garrisons are depended upon to supply such a post as Fort Sedgwick § 
or any other one that has over 50 -ides to haul its wood,, But -=~^ 

the question' arises, whet is th most valuable , cheapest and best * + 
way to supple thses posts? I will give you the data to act •■•n end ^ 
you can then decide for yourself: ° 

1st. If a contrect to supply the posts with wood is let early ^° 
in the spring It can he had at Fot Sedgwick' at $50 per cord and no " JS 
fiheapor, Going East it will decrease in pries tint 11 near Fort Cot- ^ 
fonwood, where it can be be, I from fo to $10, going west it will -i 

decrease In price until reaching Camp Fardwell (Junction) wh«->r It caij- 
be had for abort $15. ' CS 1 

The points of supply f rc ,m Fort Sedg-'iok are: 1st. Cottonwood ^ 
erossing3--h.aulage 100 miles. 2d» Ash Hollow 0rossings--say 35 -^ 

miles; roads bad, supply indifferent and very hard to get at. 3c, 
Mud Springs and Lawrens Fork - on Fort Laramie road, GO miles haulage^ 
and the bent wood in the country. 23 miles of I 1 - Is distance iws ■£ 

without wafer, 4-th. For points west of Sedgwick the 'Flan of siwyply'S 
Is Pawnee k'ork or soy 20 miles haulage for* each post and. it takes 
three days to maize trips. One to got. one to come and one to cut the i 
wood . "2f 

Now if the Govt, concludes to supply these posts Itself, it <g$ 
should early in the spring get out et Fork' Leavenworth. 100 wood ^ 

steams with rae'ns to hold two cords of weed. Place the train under £ 
charge of a compel ent, efficient officer with eotlw: control 5 , whos" 



a-> 



duty should be to oup-iy all the posts. His train should, be so x 
placed that no >uest comdr, could seise it, for to the^ Is often 'g 
cases of military necessity, and It should be put to work a portion ^ 
of It at the Jack Morrow Canon, at points on Pawnee fork, and, a -fc* 
snail portion, et Mud. Springs, All the teams s hoi' Id transport wood x 
to Se>l.gi?ick and other points except Mud Springs, whore they should*-' 
be 'MMa in getting tho wood out on the 1 road, end load all the trains 
should also be in ohsrge of the men employed or detailed to cut 
the wood. Should give his personal attention, to it. During the 
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entire summer tlio stock ■ < '■ 1 subsist on grass alone and do good 
service, raking the cost fo Govertnemtn , the wages and rettona of 
men employed, and wear ana.; tear and loos of material. At the same 
tirae the Q„ ". at Denver must use seme of his; to ares in get/linn; 
out largo n mounts of wood, and at every opportunity load returning 
trains, when it, can he done at a reasonable price, say when if mill 

not rake the rood cost* more *30 or *-10 per cord delivered at Fort 
Sedgwick and pro rata at other points. 

If me are to avoid the enormous expense that, has so far 
occurred every year on the plains, ee must first act early and not 
delay from month to month ae we have done until, we are caught in the 
"snap" that we cannot avoid and are forcedinto the hands of a set or 
cormorants, mho for years in some way appear to have lived off of the 
necessities of Government » They all appear to he singularly provided 
with just what we must have. In the supply of mood and hay, unt:hl 
the Posts get their permanent , regular garrison, an officer of staff 
Departments should he in charge and remain more than a month or two 
at a time. The Posts will have to he generally provided through the 
foresight and action of the department authorities and hy some one 
who orders for the entire season; make a specialty of the me iter 
and is on the ground . I believe the manner I have stated ia the 
cheapest surest -mid most practicable for the next season., After 
that the Garrison may hrve gotten located and -ray he able to each 
know what they want in tine to supply themselves." 

1 received a letter from Colonel George E, Spencer mho mas 

nov/ living in Alabama dated Washington, January. 28th, In which he 

said: 

"I came over from Washington yesterday and shall return again 
in a day or two. 1 think a rupture between the President and. party 
v--ry probably, one thing certain, either the President or Congress 
must back down. Congress will not and should not, and 1 am afraid 
the '"resident will not. One thing Is certain the Republican policy 
is a miserable failure and there Is no loyalty in the south and If 
the. President should succeed the few Union men. south will hove to 
leave the cruntry. The slavery of the negrv is more 'terrible than 
formerly 'and the country has spent millions- of both blood and treas- 
urle In"" an Idle and foolish war; although we conquered their armies 
they are In reality the victors. It would , Indeed, be a sad day for 
this country to see the President's policy succeed, 

Hon grass Is made of stem rt ff and will not yield. Union 
men are pour inn; into Washington from all portions of the south and 
all agree ' hat "reconstruction Is a ;mis arable failure and thnt negro 
suffrage is far preferoable to rebel rule./' 

This skews the feeling of Union soldiers in the south. Col. 
Spencer uas soon after Senator from Alabama under tho re sons timet I on 

lam . . . 

On January Soma, IsS Indians going north, evidently from the 

south of the Arkansas Fiver, attacked the party putting up Stage 
Stations seven miles East of Ft. Fletebper on the Smoky Hill route, 
killing two arm! wounding several men belonging to the Futterfield 
Overland dispatch and took ail their stock. ; They had previously 
captured a few head near Monument and had been committing various 
depredations on the Arkansas River near Fort Dodge. Kr. Ferenick, the 
Superintendent of the Smoky Hill Stage line wrote me on January 31st 
fat with fmar ecu -manic s that are on the way up from ?t.. Louis and 
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the two companies from Fortkiloy with what is now on the route "/ill ■ 
give us at least fifteen men to e staion and that they would go 
on with their stock arid supplies the moment the troops with their 
supplies are ready. 1 had stingos ted that instead of using cavalry 
that we put eight or ten infantry in light wagons with four mule a 
and that they accompany the stage from station to station, of which 
he approved and I issued the orders for such wagons and mules to 
be fitted up as soon as they were ready to put back their stock 
and commencing running their stages again. They had taken them 
off in the middle of the winter on account, of the snow and cold 
weather. 

On February Sth, some of the head men and chiefs of the 
Delaware Indians, part of whom had been on the plaint-, came to see 
me. They had been informed that the Ckwrernraenf desired, them to 
remove to a new country and a new reservation and they wished to 
have a selection made in the Indian territory. They did not want 
the reservation laid off into sections or farms but wanted it in 
a body of lend which thoy could divide to suit themselves , In the 
selecting of reservations, they wanted two officers of the United 
States ormy to accompany them and come person representing the 
Government end with authority to act and were very anxious tn have 
me go with them, Whether I could or not, they were anxious that 
it should be an officer of the nxmiy. They wanted, to start in LI ay 
and they said they wanted to get away from the Ilansas reservation 
because their tribe is subject to internal dissensions, losses ?-c . 
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portion of them ere now in that territory and mi] 



not ceii'e back. Speculators are - 1 al: times inducing thee to sell 
out and scatter, nrnl thoy believe the tribe can be brought together 
in harmony on a new reservation. 

Capt, Fall Leaf vith hia band had been with me in nearly 
all. the expeditions against the Indians on the plains and was ready 
to go again this season if required. He was a brave soldier and an 
excellent man. I informed them at the interview thef I world 
forward to Government thuir wishes with my recommendation and inform 
them of the response of the Government to then. 
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ml on the Oth I rccoivob sin., i'c :. losine* 



xeeotsr' .in rofaoie 1 : ,":q ii irom Isaac J. otnrapis ; 

It v;ili no: be improper for em tc say to you confident:; a j ly 
that if it is possible for the company to raise the moans 'to buy the 
Finite county raid rood at its sale, me ilov-' think me shall .-v. so. 

You perceive from the act oasscd. i- relsbnb ji ot it that the 
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purcha. ser has the riyht.. to nd v'o a first mortaaye Vc: 

dollars on it awl to take 'City , County ani other sadasoriptimnis to 

com.nleto it. Thio ^ni 1 -.ot accrue if the, ftate purchased on the 



ui and eold'it to a, party. It only accrues, to 



acre aasen' 



■ii, if the "Cojvoar. y can purchase vo 
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push riyht o^ with all our power im to ioea. The Platte Count, 
Railroad do. tN-ou£h Strinyf eilou Harnanter arc liar-' at '"orb 
lieu York to raise irion^y to^redecm the read froa sale. If they 
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roar 1 -:o 
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i ..- a :;'i,~ro? suea; :i-e, • . a •"> ■ 
red a ^0;; a a J t amjld re tea 



'■ I abeuld e one idea 
e fon thou i.o en/unaed iiy he ruiyy'ald a to 
a.e -ettina a connect iar: rith lona. 



h r e \v ill baiom v/horo ne stand at 'ho sale are] me ceramet luaya , 1 

oaouybi to a eaaytbxny niuil aiter that, Oeassurad 1 am m^^mk 1 p^osi ; 
anxious io^ part a connect iaa with yon at Council Bluff a and Omaha, andj 
will labor to the best of our abaility tc accomplish it at the ... i 
earliest day possi'd.e, and ue thank you for the interest yen take 'la 



m-u-.e en. 



T received a dispatch from Conceal hbeatori on Ocbrunry 0th 



eel] ina me that there had t'oea at le 



lodoes of differ ml 



tribea of Indiana that aero concentrated at Laramie fee- consulta- 
tion and that deed Cloud 3 the principle chief of the Sioux was then 
on hio may 



Laramie and showed every indication 
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onrio tc an nntioia 



<vUi';t.: 



the ineean; 
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On. i 



Labruary loth. T, man called to 3t 



•■ ^;' il r '*; ~l "-'.'-. . 



Shoxoian and Popo, I arrlaed there in a bid ^ov; otori^. 

On the 14th' I called en Oener>m].s Pope and Sherman. They 
Fonted to consult e/ifh me on the nunbo^ of troops aa:d the stations 
that should be held on the plains, sLaiaara; they had received 
orders from the Government that all forces on the plains should' be 
reduced to dai risonc of the principle posts, tnkina thev. amay fr-m 
the staye a.ta.tions and a'm'the small detachments, I inform ad -en„ 
dheriran a-.s p po that, of ooueae, this viould-stop the stares The 



m a !'■» 



circumstances until v;e 



dtoae com-naaies aoic d ::ot ' mm undo r snea 

had an ruderstanliny mith the Indians^ tlrat tho t re-ties mhicti had 

already 'been made in the south only controlled' about one-daeif of 

their tribes and that the other half aas still north of the Arkansas 

mith the Oheyennes . and coinmittindd depredat i :usj that the 3j,oux and 

northern Oheyennes had quarrelled and mere at mar iba 

mas very dangerous to the orerlan" rantos tdiat both sides menl- 



which 






co'vmit depredations end charge It u;- to the other end the Arapahoe 
mere still holding off; that the course vie had pursued simply made 
the Indians believe It mas impossible for us to rnhi;-- them and they 
looked upon car retres^ as being f~rcod and mith all ay efforts 



with the peaceful Indians and be t aea en the 



■pla} :is , I had been 



UiKune 



yet to yet e conference mi Lh t^e Southern Ohoyooe.es o: 



with Arapohoes or Northern Chcyc.nr.es and only 



1 ^~ -j- 1^ ,.«j 



nan so far 1ml 



reported. 

General Sherman, ocas rather optimistic on brlnylny about 
peace mith the Indiana. General Pope was of the same viov/s as I; 
however ,, I mode a .report, select iny the pests seed the ii!"ip:er of 
troopc that should be at each post. 

On thn 15th X tool: firmer at Gene re 1 Shermnn's house. General 
Slocum :vh.e was there in the interest of an Tbypross Company and 
General berritt 5 Mrs , Felt end miss Pratt were present, During 
the dinner me pot in.to en animated discussion on the Atlanta 
Oaeuuvlyn,' Genera] Shermon was rather critical of General bilpatriol; 
and. Stanley, while General Slocum defended fh<2vn ybtj stoutly. The 
discussion was intsrestlny to me » I teob no part in it. General 
Sherman annealed to .me un^ I t^id him thet I did not know enouph 
of el the:;"- imxrfy t. e aivo a aond opinion: that the -acts he criticised 
bitm for all occured after I left, X'lcoboo upon Stanley a:; being 



an able soldier. Kil.yatrlckj I thouyhf , mas an industrious C-vnlry 
officer but did not have very peed juiyment; that everythiny he 
did mas exploited and made a yreat deal of. General Siocun; said 
that thet was true but in the latter pert of the Tar, it seemed to 
be the only way an officer could yet him so If heard in bashinpton 
ahich a" 11 epreed re; hsmomer, the discussion was friendly and not 
with any f iem 'of dolny any injustic to either officer,, aiviny them 



area ix i or 



at they had done end eMiielsiny mhat seme of them 



-hr. t 



had failed to dd . ' • 

From 3t. Louis I sent mord. to domes bridyeip my old yulde, to 
meet me at Leamonwoiddi. He had come off of the plains to his home 
at Kansas City and I wanted to consult him about yetiiny these 
Indian s together before 1 loft the service and. also as to sonae of 
the stations en the ' onto from Laramie to Montana, bhen I mas in 
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3t. Louis,. I arranged, If necessary, to go to Ft Laramie to the ' 
Indian -council. General Pope and Sherman both insisted upon it. 
I was very reluctant to go and did not think I could do any good. 
1 was satisfied that r:y orn views and those of the Indians were 
different and we could not get together. I uas detained in 
St, I^oii Is on account of the snou and cold weather. There were no 
oars running. Took dinner at the Lyndell Hotel with Ifrs. Phelps, 
Gor.sreI Sherman, General Slocum, Merritt, hiss Pratt and others. 

On February 3 7th, I lie and from the force on the Republican. 
They had returned to their renin camp at Medicine Creek; that they 
had encountered no Indlo-ns In their scouting; had found hastily 
destroyed camps, the longest 72 lodges. Col. Brown reported, thet 
It had been inpoostble for 1 him to oetch the Cheyennes he had been 
following, he says that the Cheyor.nes suffered severely during the 
cold weather and the s coating l:ept their moving and he eomrla Ins 
of the utter inability to control his teen in the duty they have been 
on. More than 100 have served out their period of serlvce and the 
rest have en Idea that they are to go oat also. There was a great 
dissatisfaction though/ no mutinous spirit among then, 

General Connor also complained of dissatisfaction among tfce 
forces with him; said they were deserting and stealing the Government 
property and he recommended tent they be mustered out as soon as 
they could travel. I Issued orders to ;:m 2 . the commanders of the new 
posts that had been selected and which wore to become permanent 
posts, to survey and mark out military reservations for each post not 
less than 10 miles square. 

I issued order on the 20th to General Connor to muster out 
all those who desired to be .but not to send the bo lance In until they 
can come without exposure and suf feeing, but as soo.ii as the weather 
will pern it to start them, 

0n3*dk-lst, I wrote General ?opo the following letter in rela- 
tion to the garrisons' on the plains: 
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"l hove been studying the propei disposition of Infantry 
regiments under the plan -1 ■ swn up at St. Louis, and _ i have oou? to 
the conclusion, so far as Infantry Garrisons are concerned, that the 
loth Infantry can garrison posts west of Riley in Hint, of Kansas. 
That 18th Infantry and 7 companies of 6th U. S. Garrison posts in 
"Hist of Nebraska west of Kearney~4th U. g. Garrison Colorado and 
that portion of the Gth U. S. now in Utah to remain with the California 
Infantry now there until regular troops can b e sent. I think the 
battalion of 18th U, g. Xnftn, now at Kearney should be moved as soon 
as possible to Laram e an^ Powder River, ready to go forward and es- 
tablish the new posts on the Montana route. There should also go 
with them the two Cos. of 2nd tl.S.Cav. If we wait for Oav. to be 
brought to the Dent, to garrison these posts, we will not get to work 
on t h e u i un t i ? v e r y 1 a t e . 

If this meets your views, I -ill have the necessary arrangements 
made for movement of the Batt. of 18th IT, G. Infantry and 2nd Ik^.nav. 
just as soon ar the weather will perrait, I have ordered estimates to 
be made for stores an-" 1 0. M. supplies for the' e new posts. ,p e will snerl 
them In soon for anpreva] so that the? can be among the first started 
out, I suggest sending 18th TT.3. Infantry to New Montana Posts as It 
is possible that the U.~. Vol. Infantry may be replaced during the 
summer by Regulars. |n that case it would be impracticable to bring them 
in if posted so far away as Clear Fork and Pdg Horn, and the Battalion 
now at Kearney is a good one and word" have less miles to march than 
any other. It could i:rve in Inarch "taking it easy" to Laramie, where 
it could take stores to last until the years supply reach them. This 
would bring them hi to latter part of May, when there would be plenty 
of grass. They could then move right on to their stations and commence 
building the posts early in the summer, Get up the buildings, get in 
supply of woe 1 and hay. 1 think during this summer about SO teams will 
be needed in building un these posts. Late in fall a portion of them 
can be returned . 

This arrangement will give the 3rd Infantry Fort Leavenworth and 
Posts ad jacent. Please advise me about this," 

The Hon, John Howe of St. Louis, a prominent citizen who was 
greatly interested with Gen. Slocuai in the organisation of - Merchant's 
Express, wrote me ] desiring me to become interested in it. I wrote him 
telling him it was impossible for me to do that; that as soon as I left 
the Army, I was to take charge of the building of the Union Pacific. 
Railroad, 

News of the President's veto of the Freedman bill caused great 
excitement among the Republican party. Most peop] e condemn the recon- 
struction policy of President as announced La veto uiess-ge. 

The discussion of the President's veot was universal. It was 
strongly condemned by all union papers and llph eld by the copperheads and 
sympathizers of the south. The President's speech at a meeting at Grove • 
Theatre in Fashington, atrilwa strangely, on loya] ears, evidently. 
The President has taleui g-'ound witn the Sollih ftnfl aban , lonp hip p£rty 
and repudiates me ny of the principles heretofore^ announced by hi;,. 

I sent the mp P that I h^SAhe country to Generals Sherman and Grant, 
dn writing to general Grant I tol* him that the map war 0: the states of 
Kansas, and the territories of Nebraska, Utah, Colorado ^Montana and ' 
Festern Dakota, comprising my counnaiv 1 :- that it' had been compiled "with 
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While I was in command at St. Louis, I endeavored, to get 

those who were promoting the railroad from St. Louis to Council Bluffs 

to organize and get to work, and on the 8th I received the following 

letter in relation to it from Isaac J. Sturgis; 

"It will not be improper for me to say to you confidentially. 
that if it is possible for the company to raise the means to buy the 
Platte County railroad at it's sale, we now think we shall do so. 

You perceive from the act. passed -in relation to it that the 
purchaser has the right to give a first mortgage for one million of 
dollars on it, and to take City, County, and other subscriptions to 
complete it. This would not accrue if the State ptirchased on the 
Road and sold it to a party. It only accrues to "the purchaser" 
at the sale on 2nd of April. If the County can purchase, we shall 
push right on. with all oufc power up to Iowa. The Platte County 
Railroad Co., through Stringfellow & Carpenter, are hard at work in 
New York to raise money to redeem the road from sale. If they suc- 
ceed, 1 can not say when it would go to Iowa. I should consider it 
a misfortune for the State for them to succeed in being able to 
redeem, as it would retard our getting a connection with Iowa. 

We will know where we stand at the sale, and we can not know 
enough to do anything until after that. Be assured -I am and the 
company are most anxious to get a connection with you at Council 
Bluffs and Omaha, and will labor 'to the best of -our ability to -ac- 
complish it at the earliest day possible, and we thank you for the 
interest you take in the matter." 
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grent care and not only contained tho topography of the country as 
ueieiiiated by all Covernmont surveys up to this time but' also all the 
Information gained by th.e engineers sent out tho past yea-, and the 
■_.o tachments of troops that have ---orated in this country; also tho 
..,urveys of the different U. p. pp p, engineers. Tho -.different over- 
land routes as rw travelled are mooted in red, Tho military posts 
.-.■re designated and the different stage stations on • tho different 
norland mcll routes with, distances to each. I thinh it \i 11 ho 
tound mono accurate an/l reliable than airy map of that country 
heretofore issued, 1 gave personal attention to the compiling of 
it, and over most ox the country have myself traveled, 

I was notified by Genera] ghea-ton that th -■ Sioux j it Lararule 
bad gone north to hunt; would return rhenever sent for; that Red 
Cloud, the head chief, who was enroute to Laramie was detiandd by 
snow and other conditions of the country ,. All reports of Sinux favor- 
able;, they '•••arnoof ] y oestre peace. 

9n <r.&b ohthj, i I'ecevea a letter from I. H, Sturges commenting 
upon a lett s thet. I. had written Governor Fletcher, Jefferson City, 
In regard to tho in:-"' ding of the Council Pdnvffs and 31. » Joseph Kail road 
end the- extension of the County Platte railroad. The latter w-oafl was 
to be sold Gill the 20th of April, and I v/aa very anxious it should he 
-■ought to be put in, this line. On Karen Oth, I mrotc= the following- 
letter + o Ilr. gturges In relation to this matter: 

"I desire to call the attention of yourself, your cemeang and 
also of thn citizens of St, Louis to the great importance of a speedy 
:mtenslon of tbp Worth Missouri P.. Tl to connect with tho Centre: and 
"'astern Iowa system, 3t , Louis stands .today in a position to make 
herself the 2nd cit^ T in the United States by simply taking advantage 
of her natural resources: those alone, however, will not sceu-o her 
areatness as. we have often seen natural advantage:": of one. city overcome 
by other cities by every enterprise end e judicious use of capital. 
" !7 bn road appears to be the only available and speedy agent fcr' c 't. Louis 
to retain her ascendency in the North-west ,- 

1st. Tho prions ion of the North Missouri P. R from-! Macon to the 
T owa State line will Insure the completion of- the connecting road, 
running directly north thr^u-rh Davis, Tanpelo, Washington, Jackson Co. 
Iowa, there join in' the rood, building up the Cedar Vaiiey to Minnesota 
mid connecting with tbw Minnesota and finally reaching St. Pual, -It 
■-l.se secures connection with the Be - koines Valley P.R which will 
soon w e at the cooital of the mtete, the citizens .of which are now en- 
L.- ;np.ng It with a' view to meet some of the land-grant roads." 

J^M^t- OJ, ^ ■ ' r- . : .. r 'e v ,..,'■" - •■"' >', : , -'V ■ ; ■■ -|d 
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came 
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West, I'"rcet him at ...ft. -Joseph] arid we came to a-'&ill nnderstandein 

that/ 1 should go at the head of' the road, and haver a c|.rte blaitohs-- |>f 

; ' / ' / ' / / i I '" / • / 

everything eonpeeted pith the • Englneeriru- department f|nd .confctrbc-i 

i • / ■• / •' • ' ■ , .' s / ■ ,- ''.-' " ' « 

tionVpj>fiies end-was to bs-'gpald ,? 10>O€i'0 per ye-cy/. 

On March Prd, 'Re;"' Cloud who ^vas enrcute to Ft, Lara :io 
sont two couriers ahead, aska permission for the Northern Cheyenne s 
and Arapahoos to ;Ioin the Sitrax in making peace. Big Ribs had been, 
sent for to act as interpreter for the Cheyennes and Arapahoe s „ 
Colo Msiynadier speaks the Cioux language and had managed all matters 
concerning intercourse with Indians with ability end Is entitled to j^,., 
great credit. / \J^ 

On harsh Oth, the event which had been holding me at Ft/.^-"^"'" 
Leavenworth came off, and we had a young daughter, horn in the ormy 
on the anniversary of the Battle, of Pea Ridge . 

■ • The troops with Balker and Connor as they travelled north 
along the base of the Black Hills and Big Horn fountains , penned 
all the streams for mineral and they found gold in nearly every 
stream, in a snail quantity. This was being kept very quiet because 
T knew if the country heard of it ,tWewould be rush to it end as 
soon as any treaty was made with the Indians, the minors would flock 
in there. 

On Kerch 7th, I received the following letter from Major 
Bullock., the sutler at Ft. Laramie, which confirms the reports of 
the troops : 

"The short but pleasing acquaintance T had the honor- of making 
with you last simmer has prcrpted me to trespass upon your valuable 
time, by a conversation I had with an eld friend, iia.i. Bridge r, who 
arrived here on the evening of the 4th insu. Maj , B, informed me yea 
spoke of coming out to this country whether yon. were in the army or 
not. I would be tnlly gratified to eee you here as I feel assured 
I could make it to our mutual benefit and interest. 

As T know of a sect ion. of country from which some of the In-klans 
have brought what -is said to be extraordinary rich speciments ef suarts 
producing gold and silver, I have made a rude assay myself and have 
gotten from, o. email piece of the stone sufficient gold to justify a 

trip to the place, ^ which I desire to do as soon es pee.ee -Is made with.. 
the Sioux Indians; which can be i-e.de as seen as any cim is authorized 
■to do so, as the wise and judicious -oliey pursued by Col. H. Ik Mayan- 
dier has orepased the way for the much desired result. 

The principal chief of the Sioux will soon >e here, within o week 
and If ibo/wml give me gorwisulon to go oat to the place where these 
"'speciments came from I will not delay, ^as I can exeeeise perhaps -ore 
influence over them than rmy one else. 

If a greeable to you, ellow me to make you a joint partner in an 
company I may for-n In connection with these anticipated golden results. 
Please" pertdon me for- trespassing eo long upon yoire voluable , time and 
embracing tlm- 'opportunity to assure you o: r my high regard, and esteem. " 



/ 

Secretary Harlan and Indian Con-nisei oner- Cooley were .anxious 
to have a treaty made immediately nit 1 - the Indians at Ft. Lararlo 
by May 20th, I notified them that we could not do it successfully 
before Juno 30th. Swift Bear and Red' Cloud, the principal chiefs of 
the Si can; ? would not agree to get all bands in. there- before that 
time. The arapahoes and Cheyenne s say their stock is so noon that 
they cannot r-ove until June, Red Cloud and Swift Bear say they have 
nothing to do with the treaty made on the Flssouri River last Pall; 
thet their bands and thr Dionz heed chiefs were not represented; 



tbat they are rer.resenf ins; the tribes that hove been 



in ac 



five hos- 



tilities against us the pest mummer, that they went to missouri Rivera 
tint would not enter int- treat, y as den. Sully, who fb.oy knew, was not 
there to .reel their; as agreed upun the yea-- before. I had miven 



ins true Liens to General "'heat on and Col. Maynadler tha 



An 
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ograement made with the Indians } that the southern boundary 
shorld bu the. ^e "Ho gnpche For'- of the Cheyenne river; they informed 
me thet the Indians would not agree to it, that they demanded to com 
down to the Forth Platte as they olr imed the Black Hills were their 
best 3 uniting ground, I know Vast it worth! be impossible for us to 
keep our soldiers out of the Black Hills when-;- they had discovered, 
gold, if peace was made. I burn; that the California and Colorado 
ro-iaents and their backer;; in Denver and Coli^ornia wore reedy to 
go into tiiet country Had I impressed upon Col. Itaynadior the iurpor- 
taneo of mailing that feet known to tho Indians that no matter what 
hind of a treaty the Government made with them to occupy the; Black 
Hills, that the Covernmmr 



a the United states could not ke-pt it 

Tiei 



and I inst-aucsed then, that if such a freety could he 






to hare 
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a temyorar-y arrangement made aliening them to come ae th 

until a -erieaneut treaty could be made by the. Government; that if 



we could rot keen tho white men out. ox fnaa couriLrp, m\e\, mi 



a fa 



cnew as is 



mid, laeeij'auy of th* prospectors from going ha thou 



lorry as tin- Indians bed the privilege o: 



lioing their own country 



\/ 



On Far eh loth, I got 



'.h 



klrsi int ligation that tb 
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of tha nth Congressional dissrie e ^ represeneou d; ; nr , mas sou, «nc-u! i,., 
mere vary bitter again;-; t en eccount of his siding with Johnson, were 
talking obout Fasson resignim- and vented to nominate me In his dec 

If 
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fT .-VU'V; K 1 1- :'^ tc T : ,.• *pur- ^ ; ; e ^ ri1] t' 3 fa " towards pro^otiny: 

u. '.o.ii a. a onu r.aieo ci trie party and wtuld thorou -di] v mit --< + h 
parry Lhrru.yhci.it tin- end ire district." " ' ' "" 

I loiweaeately "'rote It I"! that II would he I:;- :->c3sibI-- for wo to 
serve; that 1 rrvrld not he in the diotriet during tbo can eiiyn and 
for the:?, to look for soaeon-olse „ 

On bnroba Mth, 750 Sioux cane ibi^/iy destitute and T geoa, 
ordoro to or' ; ;- -iy tfoia; uloo las true ted "of, ;'JaYnab j ••- to tr 1 ^ •.• T r 3r . v _ 
1! 'i~C d'.,ne thot was nosstble to yet the Northern Arapahoos Into the 
council „ 

On blanch 10th, T sent ay resignation in the following ^oman- 
nionfion to fho Ad intent General: - 



it j ] UIVT . yp e honor to tander nyy resignation as Ksgor otoeeeral 
T7. a. T b to taho effect and data from May lot, 186(3, 

I c'lesrie very ™i.ich to -be out of service and at liberty to 
.attend to ay private Interests after- that date, I would therefore 
request that ay resignation, take offoot on that date or as soon t^e-a- 
after as lh,n interests of ih- service rill aarait." 

Upon receipt of this, General ^aant wrote w.o saying bo bad 

ay-roved, it fnow Llay 30th. Ha was ofill anxious thai I should st-iy 

in the service until the conference with the Indiana was hold. I 

made no p iao t ..-,- st but I kirnr It would be impossible to yet any agree - 

uront with th" Indians, which T thought the n -o ecU'snout -nj^ht to accept. 

tli at tine. The :• crumbles of the southern Indiana wha were; located 



SOUVK of the brbonaaa s win.) had been laying at Ft. learned for n Lm g 

fcni >\ a-f delivered Ip© +h «-w by 'the Inbikn ikfeni^ -35 hp'ee*£. j">i fketreMJ- 
tine j .fff\&.&e> the 'I'ndlaus vewyy ^uoh d issat laf led „ ' 1 a>ar>. tgvjor foyer, 

and bo ;b.' Wyukoob' e , the oyent of those Indians, down to the tribes 

to deliver + dnese goods. They repartee on nareb. 15 Lh that at the 

council' wit' tb- Indians, nearly eJ] tbo do- aoldlors were represented 

that, the leaders of the hJtilo bands end Dog soldiers v-ho ^ero north 

alony tbo Republican were; represented by Medicine Arrow, big Heed, 

Gooree Bant, Faury bolig Boar Tongue, Red brow .and others. There was 

sane 1C00 Indions present. They al] agreed to abide by the treaty 

wade laefl fall, I looked upon this as a very iwiportaret gathering as . 

it was the first time, we had been able to ceraennioate with thw Dog' 

Soldiers undar George bent ana I believed that ha r-o-ald carry out 

1") 1 c» ;q yvfyva- ya )(':)', a ^ 

Oei M&T.'. rt '^ I wrote General Upton the following letter in 
relation to the- locetlon of posts In bio dietrict; 
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on that -'otde, T !a~aa ny .-oatts aha^.t Foi lidoa__oaoa acvina hia Il.a 

r-ur. neai' the II a a •'= f 



a :i. ,i 



v.: apt. uo 
^^i ' -'•' x i_; a fr - " ! J L 'a' 13 - * i 'i 7 a 



t a .-, i"t , 



a o oi ; r. t o i uli >3 



i ij i." 



Lha font Ihrf ho uaoooa-^a to ant a 



new line on x o hontrna o^r fh> new aonte ^.--of of hia Hora ho'inuoij 



r~.-.y, Pft,;- 



t 



Una acna: , s'mi a-tao:-a col'laj., 



aa« r-rad- 



rhathov- ha -loas olor- not, yon luava 
aaiatia-: fan n --oat on Iaa^ah.c Plaiaa or aagcaat to 1 



at nj L.ioa oi taa aeo 3l ;aian 



On Faaoh 



10th, T aecaiaad a laltoa faoa: 0:>«eb hoMain felling 



no r,£ fha alter,: at of Uv To^a Lo j;i "loliu-? io p&sS' b^ll to aa;jalat'~- 
freights ao the aaxla-oad and of Its beina aaraet-d. Tdls la tho fii-st 
^noalod-^ 1 'hava of^nay .ibtovpt ot legislation t-n fha coataol of 
railaoads, Th- latfon ia *s roiloas; 



houaa ox 



T an :arr^' I ho ao not a--iff- 



V A 



to rou oft:nrn;n 1 hoar b:«n Intondla- t,c wit? Lnt have ao na i; y -fain:; 
l Cl Ij^v i- r -on that T have been pidldnr; it o^h? too a aoaa T anIant tra.a ao 

a-rita pen r lonp 1-ttor. _ 

Th<? Hoiuje h-y o vata of 50 to 31 ordored the fa : x to naniiata 
a-pi-ht rn a Road* to a, third road? a- . Tat ia a neat inf-pou:: hill and 
lf 3 t h-c -a^a a law aa 1 ras -nfonced, aanl J atoa aid the 'aoads m Toaa 
T fs-aa tpn arnai. ^ i-s p]l alrrht nnd some of th -> ^rfnnida hana hoyaes 

' oi %',.->+ -.---^"ihr "-i 'M Pa-aviji is ta~> -ado hie anaech 

ha- tliia aeaol"'" 1 raid; 1 think 

b of on e 



his afternoon a-aaiaat If. Ho haa not opohan uaia seaoi"'-^ ..nu 
a aill h-v- sane inflneaoa. S 3 vaa"l aardeara who _ voted foe t 



Tbhaf the bennn r! 
th: 

]*yfs ^ , ,. .„ 

hPve"o^eisad~not to vote that nap. If aants 50 to ,-aaa if, 

c ! v ,w.> pa- d. r« a-nd; vh th "spn. He laioaa so raich ? yon earn telx 
i^,. „-n-a,av : h-t. that ho hma it h^fovs, foao lvi u the ; : a.-ot oonoa tp/ 

I telaa;r?r,had hiai to e-nre as T 

fi-iA\, r-voY' to th'ia eoa Pea hoinoi 

Ho G.a-s tho napotiatioaa ariel-. tho 0. h K.L.r,. 



Linn any:- aenp 

f-ir, nod- -e"a t.aa a faa ,-hipo a; 

l^nv^i a i ill nenld ho Intaoduco to rotarao the 

_ _ - n 0a n n ,| yir?t 1 v,as in such a r-ocntioa 

I could not fipJrt 



T do not ?;non aha- 



n Vf . -, M + •;-,.; |, rioeeel hut h.opea the;- r ill ho sea" 1 

nt raamnduion, T hone nolhin";. Tiro no,_,ae j,^-t. w 10. ,. 



the V TO 3 1 d. 



' J. i f, , u'. I i\-V'd * 



onoaana do ho fall of lif-* ^na pc 

fhoia to tj.nn~ wort at fha Bluffs Ids sprlna 



Irava ^aoa tap lap to poa 
I do not huov hca« I a ill 



euccoaa , 

A d-oat pel it ice, 



T an disgusted ni th Conpveaa a; 



aea"i Jc.e..as r Mi hobli. 



aoulh unite ~m one liiio ot r-cli-:" rui<i h nip topothon It 



If Can pre as r 

1 - i • .-,■'■' , o M-n-r i-i iff Johnr.^n saoa flea axv.io 



an an- 1 h- ihiah~ ha can 

area n at 



laeae-" fha- to hi;" 1 5 na , Th^ro an? ea aaay nc-od lv-ecc 

",...„,>„ .- r m-,,, - .--,pena f^on Tonnessoe that I an not d-efei-n.ued 

ft ... -.i.,. *■>,,„ ,-i •'■■!• a I'd fvja is tho ifrole auaatiaa. 

aueoa xj -t -'-j ,„,.,..„- vnl1 pTi,. e pn^-.vi o " hia taonedas 

Idasaoa wa," hero, aao l t,ip-aoa^ ,v oi«. .h..-«,. o u — ... w_ _ _ 



a tr a. ," t> i 



is nlth hiep aUhouph ^Ifheea and Palme 



>n-\ the acandal. Synnd.hy far- 

I raant pan to nefa your residence ' •■ eaio nmi^, ioa ..,.uii ..jui 



th I rd: h o i a all w v c n a; , 



<£ i o 

out doubt be nominated for Congress in tills district, and 1 dor.t want 

you to write any letters, till I see you, ebon rill you be at the Pluff; 
I want to go homo next week;" 

After all our arrangements for the protecting of the Smoky Hill 

Stage, Tail and Twegrese r a „te, I learned on March 16th that thoy had 

sold out to ^(^9r..o:inotc Holiidny rho owned the stage route running up 

the Platte-. That satisfied see that that -stage route would b'e taken 

off and so informed Honeral Pope o.nd asked orders to stop all arrange- 

merits for garrisoning that lino, but the representatives of that, stage 

line protested for a time, but as I 'expected, it was abandoned when, the 

stages starting from Atchison, join .3d the Platte route at Kearney, _ 

dispatch. 

On March Ch'ih, X receiver , • -,_■ from Ft, Laramie that the 

Arapahoe s had gone to join the CrrosVo rites on the upper Uissouri River 
and declined to come in; that the Northern Cheycnnes had agreed to come 
in. and. thm t there- would be between fare;- and four thousand. Indians 
at the council and that the Pawnees who had been of such good service 
to us, would be sent, to their reservations and mustered out, I advised 
the Government to retain these Pawnees; they were under a. splendid 
officer, Ha;; or North and I thought that until the Indian matters wore 
fully settled that thoy ought to be retained in the service, and after 
1 left the service, the order for the mustering out of them was - 
either revoked or else they were re-inlisted, I forget which; however, 
they remained in the service for some years after. 

On March z2nd, I received the following letter from Dr. G. I,. 

Miller: 

"You must pardon my delay, 1 have lost your excellent' letter 
hut answer it bv saving the t Omaha will not fail to recognize your 
efficient s-ervices in her behalf. 1 am sorry you arc to leave -tho 
service, but hoive you and all of us may be the gainers thereby^ 

Ton asked me some nuestions, only one of which, I recall. 
Ton sbesk of Heath an! his leaving the Republican. This was occasioned 
hv his had nolitics and general want of aMlity t. behave himself. He 
failed ut'erly and his whole rerty denounced birr and procured his re~ 
movel. You nav be able to stand u- under the same political nostrums, 
becouse you have brains and rluck.' 1 wish 1 might, "convert" you to 
true views. ' It will be imwossible for you to "convert" me, 

I saw your ra Ilroecf letter to St. Louis, but could not republish 
at the time, "l missed the paper, containing 'it. Send me eery if you 

have one , ■ ■ .* , , , . , , 

Omaha is crowded- no place for people to lay thea.r hoses ana 
hundreds leaving; some am,; dis-usted, probcdoly dealing in Uoei-al com- 
pliments to Train and 'the Herald. 

. J w^s nuah smust-'mvust with Heeth, Yen say/ how I s^onked iir-, 
nfrhnps". "'pemgJe here-bmrts thought him too li—t for the Herald, and ' 
f"« ^oor follow, became angry and wroth. Ho would go to Mrs. miJor 
and complain efff mo like e cuffed boy, I was 'actually ashamed of him. 



.0 



474, 

Kansas la making tremendous efforts to direct freight from 
this, line. Heir ford writes from Washing ton that they hawe'represented 
to Meigs that trie valley ± 3 a swamp: no corn, no repass, no navigation 
of the Missouri to Omaha, .^c , and the Board of Trade of the niuffs are 
Bonn ing on statistics and facts ad libitum. Am afraid we wild, lose 
the freights the coming year," 

A. good deal of disturbance was securing along the border 

between Kansas and Missouri and Governor Crawford of Kansas had been 

appeald ng to mo to send troops to tliab border or to Lawrence. I was 

voiyy much op osed to it. 1 thought that the state, being under 

.Civil Law, should protect their own borfiers; that there was no armed 

enemy. They claimed there was an organisation of 1000 of he old 

guerrillas Dho were coning to Kansas to gay up old debts. I made my 

vic-ore knov/n to General Pope and he requested me to go to Lawrence 

to look into the 'matter myself and on ray return I wrote him. the 

following letter; 

B I went to Lawrence as directed in your dispatch. I met the 
Governor of Kansas, the Mayor end several of the best citisens. 1 
found them under great apprehensions of an attack from the organized 
bands in Missouri, They had undoubted evidences of such organ i nations 
and merry threats leave been thrown out against Laurence, -ostly caused 
from the fact that they had in their prisons serve members of their 
society or bands , who were formerly engaged in the raid on Lawrence, 

I do not believe the t their bands as yet have any definite 
or decided obiect in view, except to leave the State during the summer 
either for Me.vioo or Texas or the Plains, and I am pretty w ■ 3d satis- 
fied the latter will I;u their final destination,, When they do get 
out there is no doubt they will rob and steal to their hearts cement, 
unless they are so closely watched that they get no good opportunity 
or their friends succeed in deterring them from it tbrmigh fearing 
the conseqxur.ices to themselves . The organisation, so far as I ear. 
get reliable information, amounts to about 1000 men most all old 
bushwhahfeers , though there are some of our own discharged soldiers 
connected with them- bed men, but few, They have concluded that they 
cannot live in peace. Their arrests keep them uneasy. They think if 
arrested that they will not get a fair chance for their lives, and say 
they might as we 1 clear- out with vdisf they can and go tea new country 

If t h ey go on the -plains, they intend to connect themselves wit 
the Kiowa and Comanehos Indians and make wir en our trains. The above 
is about the substance ef their talk at the'ir meetings. I have sent 
men to their meetings and. I guess there ;s no doubt of their bad 
intentions and the State authorities and the military have good know- 
ledge of their doings, so that I do not believe they car succeed in 
doing much in a raid. 

Lawrence is well organized and I sent one company of infantry 
'twere- in case of alarm or attack from them to rally around. That 
was satisfactory to them. If we undertake to garrison every town on 
the border, it will takeall the troops we can get, so I concluded to 
sued out no more, basing the reason for sending this cornea-' y to 
Lawrence •• i the ground of securing the 'prisoners now held there, and 
its great .lability to attacks or attempted! rescue,, 

The citisens of the border proper do nob fear any trouble 
directly on the herder. They can get 'very lit'tle plunder east of 
Lawrence. If the Governor e^ Missouri is watchful and keeps posted 
in their movements, I think it will prevent any extensive depreda- 
tions or at least give such knowledge of their intentions as they 
can, in a guwrt measure, be thwarted and four hours notice of the 
approach of any such .bends would bring a great force 
and old soldiers against thorn," 



6 f *< K 



On March 51;.b, t ^csJ\eO the fcllowiny, latter frow Ceneonl 

Pope : 

"I Ici'vo horvi on heuid-y for Ohio V h. "oivo foj' a for ?'o.-f:s. 
1 ahall be r.t Inavneoinbfn n'uout l':tv dOth reroute 'to the planus. V 
reconucrmdod the acceptance of your resignation June let, ao T uetfllv 
cannot pot alone rithn U t ;ou,. If, hor-vo, , . hy any ho count you should 
leave Inaiemraornth before T ,yet there, dcaso hove the house vot.i live 
in abort xi--, airl ; -ut in cbeiypo of the Oy]e.r lorruas Lev (Potior) vrith ordoi 
to permit no en;- to occupy if or tahe any thine froot it, b, 

He sent f."arn>rd to c;e tho 125 th Colored Re y-unuri onrnuts to 

Fee' Mexico anl Inforiaed mo tliaL the Civil officers of Nov; Ulrica 

Till yo out Ux'.ui.-rr escort of this re '--invent „ Please have then fur 



"*y ^~ ^ ^ *■ * 



nishae ".'it 1 ! transportation in accordance ruth the 



<- "J., -, „. .O , _ 



o era j 



,-1-T 



hold in tho Tf>ited OLates 



a O' : J * v xC ts 



On I torch Gls3t, T alao received a lotion from re 



.. orroe i' an. 



CV..I.U, 



0-ooro:o . Tiehonor 



toinos in r hice h~ said 



"lie shall re one: t it if tlie troaerniaonl loo on a ouii urf i 1 .Tnno for 



ise are all j.oohiay for yon to take fold oi orn 



dead v'net of 



here and ant it torea-ph. Evorycuo is inisioSuOd. Ait ^-e XEniuaing 
alive to tho iiy.ortane end ctneossity of early raid oamest action, 
but on officiant food too it:, r.en'ud to ydu a £■:,{•• and method, to vvfal 



;:0 Oi: i 



it effective, arol you are 1 1 ic- uio -pan mot 






"e ?.r-o all yratifiad to seo the fto.vcrup.ont giro you such 
emphatic ouidorsiaurrl ruai fluttering rooornitioa of your service by 
insisting upon your fi;rthsr retention, yet <er ad 1 hoyod that as you 
hod decided tc laou-^ tho ojo.ry, yoiro ivsienation would fa accepted 
this would » You ace vary eoewoaaly tolled of as coiiclide le for 
Conyross, an; Polweip fleurso end others h-ue os' ad u; t,.-. loon free 
you nhefla-n 1 you uonld aouopt fro rowiruet ioo it tendered you, I; is 
gonooaiy belie vob thot fees on will ash tt:S ^o yuoiie.au. Convert ion iar 
a re -nrnni nation, faili: _; in '"^icf, V '"ill 'rvn •- a ui! i ud-.. yoii lent 
adrdinia ti-ati -at eanaidale, in vhicli ovont, it ia qua to ';ono:a:i]y 
Lolioved tfet '-:;i -r': tho o-^y van "iio can hoaf din," 



T ony-a.'i-od thi 

q-:iyi •■ a,-,T 
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T !iad all of those that It would bo innoe- 



i- oo to aocort tho- noninof icn„ 
March 
On " ;■'." Ih, T rn-'oto to djl. H. f , Car oi njto-a aha was in oo? 

niand o£ tho Ifth TV, "„ Inforfry oio" 1 ^oisc fo'-oo uoi'O to ooouyy 'the 



ovarian I von to - p 



I'Oi 



T. c> t aw i c t o II o 1 1 1 o. n a , 1 1 1 o f.o 1 1 o u :t i ig 1 o 1 1 o r : 



w fy tho or 'or heretofore loouod s you >n' II a^'ooiaaj thot, yov 

am-; aaai.ya"""' to the oo:o-";va.d of th Hon clieta;-iot to ho forrao-, aoilod 

"Dietrlot of tho • LdranL o ino , " auf thot y :<u ^fl ha\»? to oofrot a ad 

boil! two u"-i r-.'^c, fu u^ich I r^ooiro "o cntl :;-v\- -ttontioi. The 

pr-iucipo 1 peeu, no 1 .. Fl/i- ^ci^, oo lor ..o ,n^ . - l^oi i-.u,j .:■ . , a. o ..,.n 

fo--, the huho-niiou I ooi: ^ot , ohouZ ■ bo located -+, or ;m- th- rca 

es'oaein;;, of Plue-y Id-aV r.r Clear], "out: of ?*uv hn_- Rjvo-h \d^.oU i.; oc , 



fart"- or fifty laiioa 



Pooh 



.,<„,,,.-, n.,, 



•e chncf 



lir' 



drvat f h -> v:i "'a PUb^jco ; o-oos 

-•-O'l ;.ucaUo:y hvt ^lu:: f^'f ic ooo.oifeoch boot ao 'o 
looatiOi,,, "r-fjy. that aloar invi..-. Th 



arid, to bo 



-, i , f, i._,ii 



1 -; 



Hie TJj 



i'oa^di eon "'""' oa"0' 



b.-hr.v th 



u.obt--u Craaa 



n I 



r -, ..-> 



.!■-. 



, x 



WT. O 



+ i, 



TT 



f '" ' 



1 1 ; '.' i 



•+. -^, red; h'-viu.v ia ^i -?\- =tv foot fnt th 



-o' cpia.'oooot : ">c a' • f ■" r tin. :-i'vt , nt ir ;i o: tr'a\d ■'-■■":. +h> ma a-'-a" < 
-,-' f,,,- ■ -,rdco' nrlol the Indio.ue uho r'oaai t^ioi-^h t^hl 



ounti '^dX.'-zc w ; -- i.e. ' 
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!u» I * --^ •■ ■ o. - ■ 



laic m>.1 it Lh.-r-- i cko *-i J h 



io " v:\l3v pov.'-i oou u.iJI oool "o': 
it Pu;;L"! , porLl.^,:. vt t.uu; >■ j.I .• T 
;a, It '"ial'l oloo 1 ... 



to! 



' i- 



iiO i.),'". 1 . 



1 1:V t "! 'Ot TV. i"o.O>.. 
; i_ .. T , ... .- -i i „ 



,1, L 1 , 



i J. J .V. . i 



.T-J' 1 ' 1 



i , 



:; ; , i c 
loo 



ooy- Oo ^o:;: ... IlI-" 
]bhr yu-y :.',o.'i.i eon 



oop<';'t o o "" i' ;:ijoii3 tt.. u. .h. ■ 



i j' 



J,, 



, ^: ^ 



1 ; «..' 



'Cb^. it r.!'"!ii you j.'t. ooc ol. n u~ y 



oi: :-.jii, L ! ,;i.i' 
o yi jo. t. - ;oui i 



to '. 

'Utt UICJU 



oho h-o.; Spe-n-i ?. 



', y :L.;ji..i'" 



JL i- ^ ; . O 



C 0-i « r.iO.j'i 1 ,."' t .10 ! ' , 



:,.. I 1 - 



•„ i 'O .... i ■ _ui..- ■ '. ,'.'j .; » 

1 \ ^ • , -s f . -M-) ... .- "H-i 



:-o .In LniH'f.ys of "hot ooui ';.:'y, ooo yyo o-' :; vio.yt 

'.. . T ..jc, .ic"' fOOl.Ol 'J-'i: 1:1 tto iOO~ty>U .'1 

1' jt r";;li;P! 01' OpG>., 0UJ.y ■ i ."'. 1 00 OOTl "i.'l'J. .: 

yiooo r-i'oek u; .yy olr~o- ocol 01 ly.ooy 
uoy Fc'li. toiol or if Jy -S i:ct1oii.J:lc ; hot 



• : I. » 



objiolioo to Hoooe Coy' 



lh j it' i^ tr, to; o'-v- 1 cl l "ovolv sivor Ci\'::.oiu_ 

^o.l- r>i..i Huoi.' act;!; scn-o: ■ pi y<- ahovl-' ly- My. •.•■-■ I..!.. T .''-iclot 



liK 






*-!'.. ..^ o ' 



„ ^ , . .:• i;i ^' i^...". ■:■■ v .o ; :.•.•"•!" o lv t"" : i 

,uin'lo T L :."...■ x o ! v.:'~ 1 uO -l\' :-_■;• 

oil lo; .-i, Vho 9\.'::r-lJ\n--i 'u:.i. 
iM'Oii.'^L l.y "li cry 



:lio^.''d. I 'uivs JnoIy-.tc.C .o. it it: 

or Puot - , tv. ■ ?o.y ,j y-yai'i 

o n-' o.r t :• II fiot i>-.t Vu; 1 : co ]-o 



M'lOi' :;..;ttiiV 



\tr. van- Pioioiot co-'oayiicale tith uo; <• 



to 



rl:iii\?m: to tt:-! ynir'.r*/, 



T,T 



■ -1 



1.1 



•■O"."!.'^-, ooiit'-V" L .'"."i'L ""ilo 3- r '.' l '- J '" ui.icBj 



'■•'".ill" n '.•. "'"]",..•: i'Osit'; 



or'o loc l. i, y x r-r» \"':: j o v 









T\T. 



u., f y 
ir i;iL0 3t th:. 



thii i 



o !^ . ,-a c; 






A V, r ' .. '1 V.v.i 



; . H , o. . I o. i .'■ '-"J 1 o 
t. Josopii, looii)i; 



, V •• 1 1 S x 



Oytyy Ho soi»J ':! s ro j I 1 oo.d ^113 muji'. r 



?.no Foot'. p hoy-yy -Toroo or In.liyyo, 

,-.ov o^.-f i-j vietoity cf it, v*j.]l oo; ?ov,!- In'-c 

Po oil you coo L- Vvo tho-' ?o:ro iu :o. ! t..cop : 

On .'yri < .O f i, I ou.xim i oo: . 

Pvgiiet ot too Fiiion Pacific Road i- 

fi'oo. \ t : j > ' 

loit th:) x iO'C]: v.un'i to t'-v: i'ivoo coo- v,o.s !To;C; r to loci oooy no ooyi 
as ho noolt ijM. o to-oi, to toto tlioiu Ht. ooio, "T l.o t «. you olll yo 
,.,, , P ,- fo- L yynyo ,., r iMa -o-t ".n-1 tiyt vou -11^ iostol Lh u T yo 

t-. • 1-yrp ""0 oi C»iiu : u"y urjuv-o* you it. o. tr Tv U:oo 

■T-- " "T '..-• h*-r< ■!.*."!••.' ':'.j.c]-: '• t t 1 " ": l.lv';iy 

oil both uo'o .oio'-ii.y y: for iT'eiyht. 



rith you, T ^unlo r 
vfitlT n. i'.uic 1 '* Ij.'i'y.o 

uitoout ny vifo 



.1. I ! '.- 1 Lit! -.. O ) 



•> ,Oh,-. : 



I coy t ;i;ol:o t,to t-xvcv Oiyuo, 



>n f.yil -it:-,, 1 i'i cu.vo 



To hoi;. io: out 



--? Hf.-i!. 



o . " , oil J- t. uilv^l 



college duties , . . _,, . , , 

Mm i- " • v-.-.rr i\:0r" oorm 'ol on o'i '...'.■• :cu >.... 



ho.] oui-ijo 



.ii; 



ccuacts, Theo^- Pruu-.y-y roo novo-- oooux.o: 



oox.1 th'.- Foioo ; ally 



movo.l uu 'Oi-to- 



On y.O'i' 



I r-rc 



salvor- hay 



n f'oivoc' Ivom 



th- north. ov niu.yo.uy 



my a r ''oos 



-OS o.T,'io! ioy Pra^o ^'oir, tyottyJ 



4.77 



Elk, Good boar one! tho RabMt are' 1 Red Ann poached Laraeic yesterday* 
They are to have o. big fest end go la, ok ruth the -messenger to 
Northern Cheyennos, inviting them to oo-n in and treat as 'he Sioux 

had clone. They are p lor a eel nith the peace ^mb presume thot tho tribe 
nill ,jO:3n tho fbi'nix in resting Ooieriissionera , 



iv. :lo 'i 



On April 4th, I telegraphed n-enora?. theater 
Taylor of the Interior Departrent if any arrangements had been 
made for talcing out presents to the councils. It is useless to 



to out there without some arrongcr.en.ts boning rail 



f; ft i S ,'•> V (1 f . r 



q .-, i i T 



tire c 



none 



goods to thee. They expect it and have been premised it. or at least 
the officers ei Laroriio havn aesured then they should have theeu 



to hear fror< the Che.yennes; thot 



of e ul'o a 



,n- 



t,y oi 



emigrant 
the nov rente to Montana, and uvn-y too been uniting to hear free: 



there so as to take if 



aril nth, I received tli" foil. 



resolutions fron tin 



d l a u a J.io g ^ s i <•.-> Li a r a o i i o v. o. . 



the folloning Joint desr.iution uas passed unanimously thir ugh both 
Houses. The" high coeclinont v.-hloh ft contains has been '-nbly earned: 



R e s o 1 ve d b y t h e 






nd House of bepresontai iv^s of 



3tafe of lore, thai the thanks of the people of this State are due 
a] id are hereby or tended to lie j or Her ere I 0-renville b . bodge for his 
able and efficient nanageaont of Indian affaire on the plains, in 
protecting tie: great Overland routes and our resfsrn borders froa_ 
the dooredotions end incursions of bustl]'"- Indians, as also fen- his 
call entry and distinguished services as a conoeandor in the field, and 
his able erlministrat ion oi the Denertnent of the bissonri," 



On April 
E. v \ T ?'ynhoof: 



eieed the folloeby: letter fron 0; 



"I hove the honor to state ihrt en the 1th tut., I met in 
tincil or ' rr ood Or«vf: ( 15 ncLles distant fron this nost) tho last re 



co. 
mainim: 1:e 



of boa Soldiers of the Cheyaane rren: 



a e t. ne i l' ijre en ie 



neoir aeaa nan a ' I can forward and agrnedj 
had already nonu, to abide by the terms of the Little arbensas treacg/ 
T hsvn j.ow'uom ''-lae talked with every individual, hostile Indian of 

The oniric -n sal eiee have ell signer. 



an a-reaaoi t to abide by tho treaty , ard it is ny pleasure to pro- 
mise ion a thorough and complete success-end can aueraniee 
the -rest thoroughfares to" the reuniains as parfecily safe for 



the Cheyenne and Araaahoc Nations, 
an agrecano 

the greet i 

travel of ell deseri "tiens . " 

For the present, rhis seenea to soufle i,ae puea;. .io^ ui mo 

Arkansas Valley Ov rlaud. route. 

On April Oth, I received tho fclloa'ing ressage fron Ft. 

La ran is : 

"Please inform denerel bodge that the report by t negraph 
ns in Salt Lake City am becoming van.' bora ana 



•on 



u: obantilos have beer= aurder 
-.-c-i'c ladled. The editor of 



states that >..oi 

tliroatening. In l.ho pn si feur dayc 

ed or assaseiaeted;' yesterday four 

Vide t to uvl other Onntiles have received anonymous notices tou • 

orders to leave on penalty of deatiu' 1 considar it i-pporfar.it tdmt 

Oenieral 

inferred uj ;..-.;xo oh>. .>.•, ^ (_,>.. ;■... ,._■.•*-.- -~~ - ._ , 



Shfvoan and'thn Adjutant rooaral at basliington should he 
of t.bis and la ego gorns>..ns '^>ne..i.rua. .i u . .. ix,.^^- 
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and Camp Douglas. " 

Upon receipt of this, I inmedietely got into communication 
mith Brigham Young. I ras informed that e, snan b- the nnme of Brass - 
field, mho had married a plural v. .if?, of mce of the Mormonr , bad been 
killed rhile in the hands of cue of Ihe^cf f ieers and also the Assistant 
Surgeon of 3 California repiment b in ,e booh hilled for making claim 
to e port of Sulphur Springs near Salt hake City. Brigham Young 
not if. tod me that he could not deliver those encode up, I immedi afely 
ordered the compandor at Camp Douglas to plant his canon on the Lyon 
House and give Brigham Young forty-eight hoars to do 1 Ivor the murder- 
ers of these two persona 'Tip. The command, in g officers at Camp Douglas 
thought that instead of the military taking action, the, civil court 
should , hut I did not ■ withdraw my orders because I knew from my 
experience with the Mormons that the only man thet could deliver ' 
these prisoners was Brigham Young, Brigham Young appealed over my 
head to C-onorrl Sherman and on April 9th, General Sherman s?ni me the 
^following disunion from General Grant; 

^ "Don't v ithdrav troops from Salt Lake until ethers are there 
• o^ to take their places. Alarm is felt that a fen days may intervene 
£ between the withdraw! of volunteers and their replacement, in which 
case the Gentiles mill have to leave the country." 



x y> 



>&■ 



i 

^k<u In response to the Mormon's appealing to him, General dhenmn 

e v 

^pin reply sent 'me the following dier"foh dated' April' 10 Mi: 

"'J ~ v. 

~~ -'i-J.et the troops nom at Fort Bridger and Camp Douglas o fford. 
the Gsntiiecr- all the orotection they can. Notify the Moum;ons for me 
if they presume lc^^' for only locel cause that they mill have 
reason to knom mhefher tii-y are befriended by us or not, The people 
of the United States ere only seeking tor some pretext to destroy 
them root and branch." 

Gou3ral Sherman aloo sent e. dispatch to Brigham Young i.vhich 
I do not hove a copy of but he toSd him that my order mas a drastic 
one and thm I he had better obey me or some old >,«omen down in Illinois 
would raise her broom against his institution and that it mould 
sweep them off of the face of the earth,- 

Brighem Young saw the bond-writing on the mall and the perpe- 
trators of those deed mere delivered to the military euthcriftes and 
they delivered then to tho Civil authorities, 

I isoned an ord-ur furnishing the. Union Pacific Engineers under 
James A, Evans, going into the Bepublican vkulley, mifh an escort of 
thirty Infantry under an officer, .... 



A 
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On April 10th, I recommended the following named permanent 

posts on the plains; 

"I hove the honor'- to recommend that, the permanent post on 
Smoky Hill Route of Kansas River, known as pond's Creek, be called 
Ft. Wallace in. honor of Brig. Gen. F, H. I., '"'allece killed at 
Shiloh; thai the Post on Powder Paver now known as Pert Reno he 
retained as Fort Reno^and + hst the new --est at base of Big Horn 
Mountains to ho erected, be called Fort Stevens, in honor of Maj. 
Gen. J. Stevens, killed at the ho. t tie of Ohiintllly near Washington; 
alee that the "oat ex. Upp-r Yellowstone at crossing of ' Pig H~rn 
River he called Pert Ransom, In honor of Brvt, ha.j„ Hen. T.F..C. 
Ransom, who died near Porno, Ga . , while in pursuit of Hood's army. 
These rests are all permanent posts," 

On April 10th, suit vac brought against use in the United 
States courts In Kansas, T sent Col. La Fevr-v to St. houls to loot- 
up the orders and records to use in defense of • the suit. The orders 
and instructions were froir the Secretary of '"ar to Gen. Pope, General 
Curtis, Gen ral Blunt and myself . I have ap&feten of this order 
"before. It was tried and judgment gotten against me for* 830,000 and 
gave me a great deal of- trouble. 

On April loth. Judge 0. Baldwin voote-me as follows; 

"As to Congressional matters, I wrote you from Pes hoines and 
told you thmt you"" would he nominated. Yon will be, without doubt, 
whether ^eu consent or not, 1 think you had better consent. It 
will he one yoor era' a half before you will hrwc to Z: 3 to Washington, 
and by tkri tiro you can have railre-a or iters In such a shape ihnt 
you can. leave then. 

The Fortieth Congress is an important one and whenever we can 
be certain of a member, he should he secured. You can he nominated 
aim 1 elected. Enssori will not runagamnst you, at least," I don't 
believe he will; he wight run against any othvr man. 

On April 1.7th, 1 received the following gossipy letter from 
General Frank Fheaton making complaints and giving o general resume 
of matters on the plains: 

"Pr„ Eicholts arrived safely and reported, In order 1 that we 
m i,-vht, spend as much time as possible with Col. Carrington and learn ^ 
all that has been dcrio In way of measuring, sounding, -c . I hurried 
him off to Kearney on Friday's coach two hours after he heached here. 
l""frn-nlehed him with the notes and plots Col. 0, ha- • just sent me, 
and in the hours conversation we had in my room gave him ell known 
by me about the Platte at Kearney. _ t 

T ] ike i T r. E, extremely and am cent 1 bent that he is ansious to 
do has wort 'thorough 1-', and further-ore, he sees and un .Uerstarids 
the importance of the bridge. Fhen do you think the bridge show] a 
be hnSlf? Tf bui3t Kearney will soon be so settled u- cdiere wih 
be no occasion for the expense of a military -est ax, that point; 
•■indeed, from all appearances, I think a good part of the Px:r,te 
' Yallev will this summer be so settled thst neart year troops yili 
hardiv be reaulred at he Pherooa. ' 

" w h , L ' rush there has-been on me lergel- of cherges ^voucher 
The ?th lone cent be a very harmonious regiment. One enque en o.li.- 
iorYis terribly annieua J "o get the other before a 0.0 a . I on o 
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hoi* eve it la '"orth AhiAe to try OT^i^ir or, ill/ coeiosed,, They rere 
sent ma for that, .-urr.oae an.? 1 referred by ^ to tho dudye ddeve~t r ; of 
the Piotriei, vho thouyht it rreba^le the 4 C" ronld eoofrl.o to 
slip thfruyh and fire orneiu^ nnr 1 do ley of tryiny him hardly rarre.eted 
3h_-i.il I lot tr - tn-ttev . -Ira- or- v;o~«ia ye 11 ;~refor an/" adviee hi r [-rial? 



V \ <" M * :>. 



if ">llh]0^11 C 



He is i/oportoc to La a eii«-'pory fsl!lce ; ie ^vidaatd 
and :h;t.v bo?ieve hi:;- to he n yrond scrap, 

honntLd ano biiiord era Oeldre]] continue] ly briny ;;■.-< v ucb.si-s 
th-1 T suey-ocrc! aero lory oyo octtlocl. All the vmchero for ye y for 
hriiv-'iny ^ovoi the n oeder diver troopo caroo bask, puc"! I Ivor to o-ynrAl 
to each'lonr; rindrA oortif iceteo , shrriny rhy, d o . , Ac . , rho;- tho , 
face of t-ni. order boonriably ohors the vhy „ 

Old Peston dorAr s'-r to fancy anyfujay rorth of tho PieUo 
diver, H,. orncU; tech woed-vouch^re as ororocivo rh :n tho Poehe,. who 
holdw oho-.i ,-a.hl :'1.50 more a cord for ->"ood her- then tho A /:.•'... dAA 
Pv:i3'I'>v jo furious and distyicte^ . T aerlei if o]f Eaotou rao over 
farther north then Webreoba City, rhere ho yoi hie wife. II-o ™or t 
bridge thr Pie tie if he oen h-lp it. If ho^ba 3 . b-t^ y-r-u.-. br:dye 
pa-ero with o cco^r. rryiny letters yo to "ash lug ton, fhia enyirver, 
Eiehoila, v;,-oI:i have beer hore sir. ^vooko oyo, 

1 ro'uioi vath this eaother long rhy to Saeton'o iuoriv'oo. 
If tin; lr:ir- iiefer^od to had rot been ooot hub- eo it fp.--. , r,- vrouV 
have boon nr'prh I hue" you -old a p- vo scat teens to so lory ayo 
art it wns sin oe.ee - bad evaileilo '::orc M:ee> re reoily hd, e ad 
eonlraiy- to 



car .-xooctoii-ans the ^ardor Pir^r Troop's traJou 



noer-ir r ; .i 



, e .;i toaro" , ~rd tho for Government teems rflorly -••uined. 

"•'"- n t n-1 e von: rd ""aaa for ih 



Ph,- ■ co"? vor :? ,r i.iT" up ayaiu; 
H^-reid "i'ho-r ^cn rill core before I yoj daily eiapeef tho ord >r oi 
..,,,,.,+ .-,-. -mi* t o'AtM .-H^t + -, ■-,-, y I.'uavoie or f'rlr, Jii.-pi.rai council 



iraloos I co.o y,<j - ith r. 



roliintoor' rant:; ooi.rig ooe-' so e uaj> 



1 'J.1V, 



.1 O i 1 i. 



called end wr-H ii\y yourself den ao "Pat, Priy., TT ,S,:. 

letter fr^i; ?:d.shiuyton or 



very Iriorrtive ocoupauieri 
I else received tt 
hrx-il lO'd: fro:" ronera; "o:u:oe:- 



io f ol level. r. 



t i-i -: -•. 



thai T a-!' to be nrnet-a-od 



'I nrooirao yen bror by trie n.i,e 

lot e- rre : it, but on tl 



oi flie :".:'■ t,h iret, 1 aesur-e yen I do 

ale io joio ■'■.(. "r j. •- , 

T n ;..-;.-■ In cc-miM; with "e^a Pi-art «»t the !\-aa<j oi a : i ir.tae . 
fid^Kl or tto eeeoni everiny of my arrive! *v?ro. In ti- «?-li;sc of 
•o'rr^rs^tifv , in r.dTonco to yonrsedf, he -,•••. :.d you a void: h. ..ye. oue- 
pliin'-nt.*.' tdii.Jy in ref: ence to bribeine a r-ed ^orerhero de^r cerlh 
to ^et'^-lieh r>.'-»av-ii c .r tien vrif your base; of eu : yi:r 
, a ° th-.t uo'h-'arprovee f your -:-oi C aeti-i to I al- of-foot o -oufh_ 
lat^r'n..:.'n fb • ti "e yen nsl-.-M for, Ju accordance rith tde r-ec-rro:iae ti. i 



e 



of n G r eral Fo-3 . 

T have ;id inte?aeefi on of the neai 



r a 



lie / oj ad ■ •. ov^i^iiijui.., 



in rrfe-nece to t'>j -aeet e J; e et i-oet neyoi- 
farther' than del you da-iy road in fire payoro. 



iur-.or-tan.-.v to ua m 



J i;d !ol J j, o bell U 



for dalt Trdro in a -.ronth oe sir reefe n:d > rnat 



T obrll bo eblr to call upon you nirouto. 1 inter l tr r;r.-oi ^ ';^ i y i 

itch. I V.llJ :',-• DC.ck re r-,.._ i . J .li.a.u . j. ■ - 



for a ye: 



, ,t -. o, a - 



t<vo 



is any thiny T ^a; 



eei' rir 



'\i to j yo 



on ehile I 



1 1.-.. < 'oet .1 eeo J 



On Aoril ldth s 1 rrote don -ral P 



o >: o ;i. \ i 



v;1 v-e 



:,', r 



tr ,T in r ' tr- ret 



rhidh T hd'^e beov 

"I f.b-.-n it ny duty to er 

build iny of ri'o^ 



o roc jti", x e 



I L .1 t. .i-;- X- 1 o t* ^ - i , ... » 



}ne ::j. 



or efere Iioueos at Fort Ellsrdrfnj 



■e efi'eit to Sv;oure ; " h>j 
Foi t I.oaaee-' 



nod 30, FTt Lyon .v<\\ Pore 
"or the eoieiuf" yr'-r 
to iead,-> erei-' iryre v 
tho y-iarieons ao 

The o rub or o 



•a Ch-et.d; for the aterine of yeau'y ou pines 
-, j-^.-j norma, 1 "lei. e: uf throe ",eef,-: b-o y r — i'tf oi 
.,ntrcn'V!uertero ae rill aeief OiAabl y -eoermodato 
; -aim to thea 



■•ni..- ..,^v,r.-,-.» da Toon-etors ie;ert'- co-ley fro- all th:oe ,v--st 



'nrorir. ■: t^o lerye e--erat ol deeieyed oi.oroo ell an- ve-nr oe rrreaoLO 



oto3'a ; ;:o oheelai oetiefy 



X !., 



"O 



tee" ie i.oe uu 
fb.ose 



ood ..rconoiej . T any A'p y^'v xn A Ae „j .,,:.* 
so I 'rvc"ivieey oe only or, due era., ..r iee u... rv, 
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Of the v >0.. t.3 tho yaoi.- ;;ix 'O' ui;,.:b :':>.• u-'o 

'-rl'3 t,!iit :i -i.] ■ '•[••:"iui;" 1 ^rftlohrol t r Kohl, h 

ot.,ra-;a ..pi vonfihn 1 " o 4 - o p13 ^ora,>- t.V.- + oorlly popjPpUp 



j. ■_ 

"i ■>,- 



O 



.il\l».'i'ti b jlj- LMO'.lr.' 1 !i U. 1 -• t- IJol; J. ^ J. J. bUi . IIJ. hb i-O .'VI-' < X j I l i 



!"ho tOi-.-j, "nil, ft 
n :. lor:"' hdlo "od +fr I 



or popo 

vol* no:s,i.lc:':u llwl. ouoh ; - ■ 1 1 " lu-r coonhi oof 

ox lb,-. : \ ohotco- Ho i. 

I nu\. .hohu iv .-.ay f.:r«t us ore :poopc 



. "'.1 ro: 



o •; I, x 



i - - p 



or. P. 



UP. 1.1 j'aCl l f> 



: r i .""".0:. n 



pi 



for 



th 



..;?iv.Uiu:i o' r -' ihooo r.ooto otovhiiy ■:1i"t hnii ho 



:h . >; f f to fn hippo 
o . tit.-.:* norf . :■ u J " rito 
If i'io;3.osor\i y lor put ' 3 ny op oho 

:v.j ;otif f lohoh Iuh;o:'P to hullo iho ^tooo ''lo-oiot; no^dou," 



nor; thr* th • oodor o^i ho hota 
o 



pp .1 J. .JOpO~ ■-' U i.O.-bu I.: ; ", tOi i.. ..UUfcn.ij, ill IO..U la '.. 



•-.'U • ' ' : i !. ~...'i,.,ij 1 '■ iOI' ; L-.U. J.U..1U .' Op. J.- u u .. ■ ■-. ..... O ._' 

P. M. General 



* f - 1 ^ " , r , 



lOlultl ., 



00 



'L 1 1 c ±10"' poupo i.o ooprt poop ; 



l ' v O< 

Iho 
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' Pert Laramie, June 17, 1868, 



Generil Dodge ; 

I am still Interprets 
long talks with .the Sioux In 
of their long speeches. The 
and The-man-afraid-of-his-ho 

Band and the first Brule y*s) 

made through their country* 
will not have much effect in 
saucily. 

Blease he so kind as 
this month's. My regards to 



r at Post Laramie, We have had three 
" iaris and 1 was the interpreter for one 
Spotted Tail, Standing Elk, Red Cloud, 
rse" (the last two belonging to the Sioux 
spoke much about not having any roads 
From what I learn, 1 think the treaty 
reconciling -them. They speak, very 

to inform me about my May pay, and also 
you and 1 hope to hear from you soon. 



Leon Pal lady. 
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On April rSGLh, T receive;! thf folk— n a p jisoodoh' f'^or Sain. 

Lp lcc : 

"The Indian Superintendent of TTteh reports who I about one 
hnndroa Indians have been comwittinn; dopredat ions In vicinity oi' 
delinn, about HOC) riles south of tMs pluco." 

TIi'-> Indieoia whish I bed lis on nssenbliny nt Ft., L:;w.n?r end 

'vhcm T ras in hopes of briirin;: about o confo nance wits'- before I 

left, had not all cone in. In writing General Thoaton and Colonel 

Fkaynadior, I had cautioned them to not mala? or nyree to ony tncaties 

with thorn "diieh ailoned them to come any farther eeuth than the 

Bern Jo For die Fork of the Cheyenne , The ?d ack Hills south of that 

foxd; had been discovered to be full of mineral, it havin™ been 

discovered by ey troops. The sutler at Laramie, in his letter to 

me, had shown that he eFso knew of if end I knew it was impossible 

■fhe wipers o'lft of fnUe fcpztfs -fdvfr 

for the C-overnrnerrt to keep bho i. country as lorry as they allowed 

the Indians to oone down to the south Platte River. . Then 'the 

Indiana assembled o.t F ! e Laramie, and' the peace Commission appointed 

by the Secretary of the Inf-nrior had their conference with, them. Pied 

Cloud, Spotted TaiJ and Sitting Fn 1 ! all declared they would net 

i 
give up the country 'north, of the Wotth "Fotte and that who • new 

route to Montana, which had boon laid out, sxui was beiny used, < 
must be abandoned. Red Cloud said if we undentooh to' hold it, 
he would line it with dead soldiers, so this commission 'accomplish- 
ed nothinpj and the Indians were left under the apji^ewenta made with - 
them, IivFer 4 : •'.'>). " 

In ISCtf, a peace Commission, of which General Sherman as .■ . 
head of the Army was the President of » 'which Included General Han- - 
ney o.nd other army officers, went out to Ft. Lar-o-io to make a 
treaty with these Indians, General Shcim-an came Feet to Ft. 
Sanders to see me before he went -bo the conference and yet my 
.views of the matter and tho reason why I did not make any ayreerrent 
with thorn, but ho said his orders from the | Government were to mke 
•an. agreement with them, allowing them to come dyown to the North 
Platte, but T told him that, he and his' Commission would, not yet 
across the Missouri River yyoiny home before the miners of Colorado 
and California, who knew all about that country ha v inn been 
thronyh it in the Connor Expedition, and were waitiny to yo in, 
would fyo there. They were backed by such men as Fain and Kaekey 
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of California^ aiid Chaffee of Colorado, but. the Commission vent to 
the conference and made the agreement with them and they virtually 
gave up the - ilitfiry road from I.aromie to gontano, .although the; - . 
did not abandon the posts along it. "be aid; know the result of 
that peace. It wne but a very -hort time until the Block Hills 
between the berth Platte end tho Belle Forehe Fori: of the Cheyenne 
was full of miner.-. Some large lode's were discovered among the 
hills §; tuthft^cmcsteaK. Sitting Paxil, who nccirpiod thoi country, 
promptly demanded that tho treaty or a an lament should he cammed 
out i/ptthe doveimimsrit paid no attention to.it. Sitting Bull, 
Red Ol<mid and others then took the matter in their o'sn hands end 
the Fetter burn masse ere. came which brought about the campaign in 

if A jL~> ***> m s 

187G of General Torrv in. which 'KaS~Cnst or meplffiont wae sacrificed. 
This finally brought an agreement mitt the Indians putting them 
oh reservations. 
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•:■ If I had been allowed to have gone formard and carried out 

lm ivpiT 
my ni aria, , after all the expenditures had been made,, I would have 

a. 

beau able to have made a lasting tretty with the Chwwvnines and tho 
Siour and Arapahoos and a'oided all those great expenditures during 
the 70 ' o and all the great loss of lif.) which occurred during the 
building of tho Union Pacific, on through until tho treaty of 1873 
was made,, Tho seww thing oc cured on tho South route. The 

Indiana paid very little attention to the treaties made by Oenoral 



Sanborn end thin fenced, the campaign made by C-eneral S^orm-dar:. to 
the Wfteii if A mountains where the battles were fought by tho demarches 
and Apcohea and they wore forced into a tnwrty a:-'- put upon reser- 
vations » 

The statements made by general ?o'--.o and myself in relation to 

the necessity of punishing these Indians before any permanent 
peace was mado with them was fully established that oven the 
Interior Deportment dad to finally ark-it it. 

On May 1st , I received the following latter from Eton. W.T. 

Sherman: M". /... -v r: ,. //L ■■ 

"I hare your letter of deril 27th » and I readily cons wit to 
what you ask. I think the.' (Ten", form should be at Iwavenworfb 
before vox* leave mid 1 expected he wends bo at Leavenworth by 
Iday'lsl", but he has not yet arrived. As soon as he reaches Leaven- 
worth or ft, Louis, general, I consent to your going to Omnha, to 
beffiri what I trust will be the real Imagining of the great road. 
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1 start tomorrow for bilwy, whence I j, n.Jl crocs ovo i 1 to 
Eoc-rney by land end thence come In to Cenaha,vhJ3n I hope to meet yon 

T Pill send your letter this morning to Pope ' s' of f j oe and" 
endorse ^y request thel a telegraph message be sent to Gen, Pope 
to the effect that ho is wanted at hoavenworth to meet you soon," 

This c-ndod my strives in the Army of the Unitod States; 

hat is, my active services, 1 was stil? retained until June 1 
hut was on leave of obseneo, I _left the Army with e groat deaJ 
of regret hut my services- had been vary pleasant and I made many 
acquaintances that lasted all iny life. It mould be impossible 
for any one to be more kindly or ron^ .Tenet.' : t 'b.th no '•]- o the 
officers T served under, commencing ex'.!" '"m-cercl Hnllook-, ikon 
under A Gn.rt is, cgain under General ^AUec-k shew under- General ^rant, 
next under Goner?! Sherman, next wider Generol koPherson then under 
General Logan and then Generel Howard, 'then 1 left the field and 
went to command the Deportment of Missouri, 1 fell directly unfiar 
the order:" of O-nnsrel Grant and the War Department; following him, 
I was ri.nd.er the orders of General Pope, and finally mhen I left 
the service mas agein under the orders of General Sherman. Every- 
one of these officers had recommended me for promotion or had 
ashed foe ■■■■■- e. to he assigned to their commends. I i! -as very fortu- 
nnte .in being successful in every battle I was engaged in and en 
every expedition T sent out or separate campaign, I was held by 
General Grant in en independent command ,r, ost o\ the time. During 

his Vieksburg campaign, 1 held his fienh at Corinth and during 
the winter of 186.". and 1864, 1 was en the line from Nashville to 
Decatur, binge these independent commands mere of more respons- 
ibility than being with him in the feibd, General Grant recog- 
nized this fact and in hie; letters to General Sherman and myself 
often snoke of it. He says his reasons v/ere that he discovered 
immedietely eftor I carte under his command that I was in the he bit 
of taking the responsibility and acted on my own iudgworu. , which 
he complimented me upon as being generally 'eight. He said it came 
from my soh^ling as e young engineer v/lforc 1 had perties away 
from civilization and was dependent upon my own acts. There was 
no en to advise me and thei-oforo 1 had tn fake responsibility and. 

th^ro is e crest deal of truth in this for I was in the he bit of 

bike . 
acting on my own judgment. While I was not directly- unuer^Grar i 
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,"in the fie-ld o' f> kkicksburg, for the ability I' showed in taking 
care of bis f]ank an/ 1 kept him posted of the movements in his 
rear, he place-" 1 me first in his reeoimrunidations for promotion. 
Then, again, I attribute vny success in the service a great r'eal 
to the efficiency of my staff. 1 was very fortunate in the 
s<- lection' of my men. They were prudent, competent an^- reliable. 
uy first staff was at Corinth. J. w . Barnes, Col. Dodds, D. Q, x , lt , 
Captain 0, C. Carpenter, Coia. of Sub; Captain J. E. "Zing, A. f. Li , 
Lz . uol. R. -■ Barnhill, D„P» L.; Major N. ?>. Howard, Judge Advo- 
cate; Lt . J. K. Hogan, Ordnance Officer, acajou "", g. iiarsh, Medi- 
cal Director; Captain R. p. Chenowith, A.A.I.G.; Captain Henry 
Horn, Chief of Grand Guards; Gab George E. Spencer, chief of 
staff. In addition to these were tny personal staff --Major George 
C. Tichenor, Csetain George F;. Ford, who went with me jyj-te - the war, 
and A.t'.c. Lt . Edward Jonas 'vc'ho y&.$ ■ with c;e during the Atlanta and 

■A A 

Indian campaigns, ky staff, while in the Department of Missouri ... vhich 

was a very difficult couraand, being one-half eiv40: and one -half military 

and which also took part in the campaigns on the plains where the Indians 

had to be declt Wth, was Col. T. J. Haines, Commissary of Subsistence 

CoX, ""■- ' 

Col. g;i. tiyers, a. S.-Army Quarter-Faster, J. TT. Baker, 10th Minnesota 

?. L, G» Ma,], Benjamin Bonneville ^bluete ring officer. He Fas a noted 
character. He vas then about 72 years old and had been dropped 
from the rg gg Service once, having spent soae ic months on the 
P loins ' His history by Irving has immortalized him. He «as a 
/ short, heavy-set man and I knew thet he had ang. many of the 

mountain u;on on the plains that I knQ v, I was always very anxious to get 

him into conversation about fhera but I absolutely failed. He To i^ 

cone m in t.ho morning ,. take the position of a soldier and report 

for any orders an* *hen I would ask hiu: to sit down eib try to 

get him to tall; about his experiences on the plains, he was daub 

and .ould not .eke any intelligent ansver in Ue , z nover , iacover3d 

the reason why and thoss Pho v , ero near hLij Qn ^ ^^ ^ 

he would never talk about it. Thee thera was Cagl. -illia,, 
Holcke, K-.n^f Favbneer; gajor F. J, ^ndolph, Gurgoon; 
Captain Frank Fnos, A.A.n.; Col. John v. Dubois, A.r.o, L , . m ^, 
Jonas 5.th Illinois, A.t,. c ., kajor John 
I-oion Haton, Ju^ge Advocate; Lt . 0e „ w Q " mj 7' ^ "" *" 
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1 soon discovered the duties which each of these officers \ 

was competent of perforating and assigned them to those duties. ! 

Col. Haines and Col, Myers who were of the regular army and who i 

were iio^ only my Chief Quarter Masters and Commissaries by were " \ 

the Depot Quarter Masters and Commissaries at St. Louis for all the '. 

country west of the Missouri River. They were very 'Competent 

; iptmyl . ' 

men, "both! practical and obliging- and they had a great difficult y problems" : 

to solve, both in transportation: and supplies for they had to 

provide for posts 1000 and 1500 miles away where supplies had to 

be sent by teams. All the staff took greit interest in their work. 

They all knew that 1 was greatly opposed to any criticisms of orders : 

simply because 1 knew it was impossible, to criticize an officers 

■. under which -ifhey- were ? gtvem 
work unless you knew the circumstances .and they were' -free from ' * 

complaints. They never heard me complain. -of anything and they 

gaaerally got a sharp response when any of them did complain. 

Tbey were not only efficient in aiding me but they all had the 

respect of all other officers who came in contact with them and 1 

'often '''received' many 'compliment's 'for' them", not "only from "my "sup 

, erior officers but from officers :of other departments who had to 
deal with them. There were other officers on my staff at different . . fl 
times, detailed for a short time, suctf as Maj; *MeElroy^ etc . but 
there were so many that 1 cannot :mow remember them but they did ' 
efficient service for 'Be . 1 "am. under great obligations to these offic--' 
: *i*,.and as 1 -write this, 1 only know of two or three of them who 
are* now living. : _ 

When I left the service, 1 : was astonished to find how many 
persons had recommended my promotion in the War Department, which I 
knew nothing of. So far as my records show, I never asked for any • , 
command or any promotion and don't remember to have ever written " j 
a letter asking for auch; the fact is, 1 was promoted so fast and 
gifta '.smeli important commands that it does not seem as though it 

, yas possible for me to do this, ' Ihen General Grant could not get' me 
promoted at Vicksburg, he held" me' in command of the Left Wing of 
the 16th Army Corps as a Brgadier General for a year and until he 
got my promotion as a Major General, which I- consider was a great 
compliment. In July some one had written 'me from- Washington' telling ' '.'•.., 
m© that there was a large number of recommendations of one kind 



. 487 ' . 

and another in the liar Department which I ought to see and so I 
wrote Senator Kirkwood to obtain thwa for me and on July 25th } I 

A 

received the following letter from him; 

1 send herewith a copy of. record in War Department. X- wiai • 
b© home about middle of AmgusW/,/ ■ W»rVep*rlr*tM-- J»\k-*J&~ tfc, £?>'■■ ■ 

Copies of the -official .testimonials, 'of- Major General 6. m. 

Dodge on file in the far Department, are herewith forwarded to you • 
agreeable to your recent request:. , •' •' ■ * 

My own high estimate of the services, ability and distinguished 
merit of General Dodge has been repeatedly ■declared by many official 
a«ts; and I. now add the assurances of my personal esteem for him as 
a ■gallant soldier and patriotic citizen. -Etyv^i'ti M Sfa,n4 flV \ 

' T "V:::~ Abstract of Testimonials of Col. <*.' i'.. <&&£■$ ■ W*T,--id- " 
ln! l ith J — - regiment at Cape Gerardean, Missouri,'* !.,'.' ' 

Enclosed in this letter was a great bundle of recommendations » 

a good many of them coming from persons whom 1 did not know person- 
ally. They included every member of Congress? -and Senators from my ' 
own State and from all the officers whom I had ever served under 

hlso a pet.'-h'on f row ivi-ry c + fi'e.^ f +h* H~ $ x - -tt»*4 1 ^^Hun/eL 

and a great many officers who had served tinder me^ The list is too 

long to give in detail her© but ihe,y »re on <dego-«it w|4h my papers ^ ; 

in the Historical Society of Iowa- 'is Dw KoisejB. Among then? was 

*■'* 

the following -letter- -from -General "Ogle shy , whieh -r -do ■ not - remember of 

having seen before; 

"Head Quarters, Left Wing, 16t'i Army Corps, La Grange, Tenn., 
3rd:- Mr. Lincoln; is I am about surrendering my command to Brig„ 
(Jen, Dodge, who has for the past month been commanding a large divi- 
sion almost a separate command and a most delicate one tinder my imme- 
diate notice and orders, 1 desire frankly to call your personal at ten 
tion to his eminent qualities as an officer, and to fully endorse his 
official acts for that time myself* it has been a long time since I 
have recommended an officer for promotion, -indeed, I have fully made 
up my mind never to do so, but upon the most careful scrutiny of the 
conduct of the officer to be recommended. General Dddge is not a 
resident of Illinois and I have no personal desire for his promotion 
aside from my wish to do the best 1 can for the common camse® I, 
therefore, in every point of view as a military man and one too who 
deeply sympathizes with our country and is anxious to cease the war, 
declare you need have no hesitation in nomintaing him Mj» General 
of U.S.V. 

1 know of no officer at this time more deserving nor of renown . 
who seeks the honor less, 1 f.m willing to be held responsible for his 
official acts as such. The country cannot afford to do without the 
services of such a man. Hoping this letter may be presented to you and 
receive full attention, 1 am, lour friend and well wisher forever," 

The following was from General ,0. 0# Howard: 

"General G. M.. Dodge was Sherman's 'special favorite on account 
; of his work with the bridge making and 'railway, construction on marches 
or in battles. Dodge's capabilities and personality alike drew 
Sherman to him. I never knew an officer who on all occasions could 
tali so freely and frankly to Sherman as Dodge. One good reason for 
this was that Dodge's courage was always calm and his equanimity 
contagious ? no matter how great or trying the disturbing cause. 

Such helps and helpers as I have named kept alive and gave 
a richer glow to Sherman's genius,, He was strong by nature yet he like 
other men, needed loyal friendship and true devotion in orfler to 
overcome weaknesses and so to increase his strength. These he found 
every day of his 'eventful life." • • 
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The following from Senator Grimes.: 



Burlington, Aug. 10, 1863, 



"There are very few officers the equal and none the superior 
of Gen. G, M. Dodge of this State and now for a long time in command 
at Corinth, Mississippi. He has always been selected, for the most 
responsible posts and has always filled the highest expectations 
formed "of him. I have .failed to see the first man from the army, 
officer or private, who did not speak of him as the most active, 
watchful officer in the service known to them and in every respect 
one of the most deserving,," 

On leaving Ft. Leavenworth, 1 issued the following farewell 

'letter: 

My resignation having been accepted, I this day relinquish 
my command. Commanders of Districts and Posts, and officer of the 
Staff Departments who have heretofore reported to these headquarters 
will hereafter report to Department headquarters . Upon leaving the 
Army, 1 desire to extend my thanks to all the Officers and soldiers 
who have served with me , for their invaluable and able support and 
aid, and for the alacrity and ability with which they have always 
responded when called upon* 

To the District commander^. Commanders of Posts, and Officer 
of the Stagg Departments, and tothe personal Staff of my present 
command, 1 tender my thanks for the able manner in which they have 
performed their duties. 1 bid good bye, with many regrets to asso- 
ciations that have always been pleasant and desirable to me, and shall 
look back with pleasure and pride upon them, and 1 shall always wish 
and endeavor to aid in obtaining for the army that recognition, justice 
and prosperity, to which its past services so justly entitle it," 



t 

On July 18, 1888, 1 wrote -General Grant the following' letter in 
recognition of his great friendship for me: 

"I ara now a citizen but still take great interest in the army, 
and shall always give it what aid there is in my power. I know 
that to your' unfailing support and your confidence in me 1 am greatly 
indebted for what little success 1 have achieved, and I desire now 
to thank you,, I hope 1 may be able some day to partly return it. 
Wherever' fortune may hereafter place me , I shall never ' forget that 
all true soldiers owe to you more than they can ever repay, and that 
the country can never reward your successful labor for it in the army. 
1 grew up under yours, Sherman's and McPherson's orders and guidance, 
and I shall take* into civil life my lesson that will be of lasting 
benefit to me. I trust if I can ever be of service to you in any 
way that you will not fail to command ie } and that you will visit our 
section of the country in some of your travels. "V,e are fast civilizing 
this Western country, and I believe our railroad will do more towards 
tanking Indians than all else combined. General Sherman was here to 
see me a short time ago." 
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( |' ; L. ' j'o;- t 1 -'' . rr,.'"- 1 ' fh^ jear'H 1 was acting in two cagacif i.ea; one 

"1\ r.:."i.ii,j cai.' v ,k i'i? other as chief engineer of the Union Pacific, «ni 

I will take thou up crsprately. First, the Union Pacific, and to 
have a full iiade retarding <•" this, I will have to go tact: to- the 
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work that was accompli shed by ^r. Peter A." Dey, Chief engineer an.- 
others while I was in the Civil "Jar, 

Before 1864, Lir, bey v/as in the habit of keeping r.e nested 
in regard to what he wss doing, he knowing of my hiterest iv: t.he 
work, an-- 5 when the company oo.-uueneed work is 2864, they serf me 
copies of :-:'.]! their orders an^ reports of th.eir engineers, I hove 
selected such of these as bear on the question hefor i I coinneneed uy 
own v.-^r!'. In lay 1366, The first charter of the Union Pacific railroad 
was passer! by Conrress in July 18C2. That charter provided for s 
very lerge number of inccr-ortators . They ;uot in Chie—o on the 2nd 
of Septe.r-rr 18G2 at noon and organize, electing ^illiaai 11. Ogdes s 
of Chicago, President, Thotuas b.oicuit of Hew York, Treasurer, Henry 
V, Poor of New York Secretary. This orgs nidation'' simply provided 
for the subscriptions of stock ? if the fail organisation of the caepnny 
un^er its stockholders. They accepted the 'net of j ncorportaion frcn, 
the Govern™ t on June 23, IgCbi There hewing been about b^gshsres 
of stock subscribed at fib per , hare pal „ 0R u ^ ^ ^^ ^ 
into the Traasurv of the- Company, on Octobnr g Sj 
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1CCG, -the ::b ,• -,?.■•• 
Lowers !,!„ , s <.,t ln ~ a,,, ,, wW lp ... K , cUirs an , fi ,„ r;ov ^ w 

DireCt0J ' S - T!l " e ■Uree-.c.,* o^etagggtU ,. . n iA> Pre31 , Bllt , Thoiiin;: , = ^ 

^,i, ., lt .. c ,,..,,M etlt , , T . j. rlS0ll) Trea3 ,,„, H . ,, iC)ori 3ecreViri ._ 

*11 of He, yo*;. i:r . T . c . n;lrantj „ hc; ha „ ^ a ^ ^^ ^ 

the ITnien Pacific na- 1 ^i., p r ^ , .,., , „ ~ ., , , 

'"" '" "' J - : * " p '- ; y Pnr! n] i r ora exauni nations 

for the nnion Pseif.b- in tb - firti^ „ .. , , +, 

^ Jiii.i^b tuber the auspices or the b - 

™" Pnd f ° rLl - R ^- ? — ^ in 10Cb 5 ia^ediatcly after 7S " 
Passage of the law, neut „ r . ^ ^ Dey ^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^ 

3Rlt LaIre f ° r ^ purp0£!e - P ^er,hUng tMo yenorrb „, v!r „, ... ' , f 
^ ^ K,r ° re "— rti -^or S ths foiling ea.anicetbor. 



To . the Po^d of Directors of the 

Union Pacific Rail-road Cor.inr-.ny 



New York, Oct. 50, 186b 



a-.****' 



J?f" nUe:; en: T be S to congratulate VO u mor th, h . T . T • 

oi your coupe ny, end to nls.ee at vonr d • ^'\. 1 i h ^' Uoni p«3 organization 

•^ -"•'' ■■ --'•>■' i, iji o o rase 
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the result of explorations made by competent engineers, at private 
expense, and at various times during the past ten years. Much of 
this info Filiation is necessarily of a negative character, but is not 
the less important, nearly eighteen months having been spent in 
the mountain passes in -its acquisition. 

I beg also to inform you that in Auguaut last, becoming con- 
vinced that the subscriptions to the stock of your company would 
not reach the amount required by law for election of Directors in 
lime to get together a eempetent and efficient corps of engineers 
before the season, was too far advanced, 1 gave instructions to P. A. 
Dey, Esq., to proceed at once to' organise parties for immediate 
service, and, on the 19th of September, sent them into the field to 
survey four lines from the western borders' of the State -of Iowa 
to some common point in -the platte valley, for the purpose of as- 
certaining facts in regard to location, a copy of which orders are 
herewith submitted, marked Nos.. 1 and 2, , 

Subsequently fearing that it would be impossible to accom- 
plish much -this season, if more- time as lost, and that there would 
b© a delay of six months, at least, if nothing was done until after 
the company was organized, and in ivew of the importance of a 
more definite knowledge of some: of the difficulties to be sur- 
mounted in building a road through the mountains, at an elevation 
which has, as yet only been ascertained by means of barometricl 
©Wwrvat'tons, l -determined t if within the range of possibility, to 
run a level, and obtain a profile of two or mor'e of the passes this • 
fall, 1 accordingly instructed Mr. Dey to dispatch a partjr of 
engineers to the- valley of Lodge Pole Creek, where the same leaves 
the mountains at, the foot of the Black Hills, there to coramenct 
-surveying a line through Cheyenne Pass into the Laramie Plains , thence 
.near the baa© of the Medicine Bow Mountains to Bridger's Pass, through 
Bridget's Pass to the plains beyond, striking Bitter Creek -Valley; 

■■thi» -being sll-;that a" single party of engineers could reasonably 

be expected to accomplsih even under the most favorable circumstances. 
I also instructed Mr. Dey to male- arrangements to put another party 
in the field, commencing near Utah Lake, running up the valley of 
the Timpanagos River, through the Wahsatch mountains eastward, to 
meet , in Bitter Creek Valley, the partjr last named, suggesting that 
he might be able t© male the arrange pent with Governor Brlgham 
Young, the details of which will be seen in paper herewith submitted, 
marled Instructions No. 3 and 4. And 1 would here state, that in 
reply to my telegram to Gov* Young, asking if he could furnish a 
p%rty to make survey, 1 paying the expense, I received immediate 
answer: "I will furnish .a party and engineers, if you wish, and pay 
the expenses," You will perceive there is now in the field four 
parties of engineers from whom we may expect to receive very full 
reports. The four lines first named should be completed in two weeks, 
if the weather is favorable. 

The" line through Cheyenne and Bridger's Passes mill not oc- 
cupy a long time, if the party meet with no serious obstacles or 
interruption from the Indians. : lt is here that the information de- 
rived from the examinations made by Gen. 6, 1NL. Bodge, and those 
»ade last year by Up* Dey who- was sent -out by the committee appointed 
1-j your Board of Commissioners , : prove of great value, as the present 
party will avail themselves of the examinations of those gentelmen., 
tad run the line s first, which: they found most practicable. In 
order to save time, they have gon<ft by stage, and have arranged for 
transportation to be furnished them from some of the stations of the 
Stags company. 

1 applied to the President for an .order on the commander of 
the Post at* the mouth of the Cache a Poudre, or at the Ft. near 
Medicine Bow Mountains, for military escort, provisions, &c. to be 
"used, if found necessary for the safety of the party, but nas unable 
'to obtain the same -on 'tiif- ground that there -was no authority for the 
Qivernmemt to aid in makfing the surveys. H©thing daunted, the party • 
in charge of B, B. Brayloh, Esq*, determined to lose no time, and ' ■ 
hajre ' pushed on without delay, trusting to their own resources, not 
ofpy ^©r protection/ bwt* for provisions or transportation, in case 
'-tiSy lose .what, they take with the^, by Indians snows, or other can- 
uaities. 1 have no fears, however, for their safety, as I learn by 
telegraph from parties residing .west of' Julesburgh, that provisions 
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ean be had at that point, and the mountaineers employed as' guides 
are well Yersed In' all the wiles of the 'Indians. 

Another and very Important ■ matter for your consideration Is 
the Investigation of the coal fields and iron ores which the en- 
gineers report to exist to a* vast ; extent in the vicinity of Medicine 
Bow Mountains and the Black Hills. ■ 

Believing this to have an important bearing on the location 
of the road, I have despatched Prof. J* T. Hodges, an experienced 
geologist, to make an examination; as to the extent and character 
of said coal fields, iron ore', limestone, &c . , and their proximity 
to each other, and the line of road being surveyed. ' A copy of those 
instructions" are herewith submitted, numbered 8. 

All ol the above -named parties understand that they' are 
employed by individuals, and not by the Union Pacific company, 1 
would recommend that your company; continue their services for the 
.present* 

The accompanying map of the Missouri River, showing depth of 
water, sand &c, for a great distance, is placed at your disposal." 

The first letter 1 received from Mr, Peter A. Dey giving me 
an account of the organization of : the Union Pacific Bailroad is as 

follows:- 

; Iowa City, Sept. 8, 1862. 

1 had hoped long before this to have hear dfrom you, to have 
known something of what you were doing, and to have learned from your- 
self how you feel in the position. you are filling. Tour friends 

learned ■ o f ■■your ■■suceess ■ and ■ promotion ■■ with'" unfeigned ■ -satisf ae tion » 

1 received your letter just- as 1 was starting for Chicago to attned, 
the Pacific Railroad convention, and was about answering it when 
it oefmrred to me that I would wait until after the close, and 
give you some idea of the spirit that pervaded it. 

The convention was large and ably represented from most of 
the loyal states. ' Gen, Curtis was chosen temporary chairman, as a 
compliment to his zeal In the cause while in Congress. 1 trust you 
will not charge me with secession proclivities, if I say that as 
usual he was a' failure" :.V.:. : f, and, from the opening of the 
mefeting being the man locked up to •by most every one,, he sank down 
so far that few, if any, paid- any attention to what he said, before 
it was over. Ogden was elected President, Poor, of lew York, Sec- 
retary and Thomas W, Olcutt, of Albany, Treasurer. These officers 
will, without doubt, he retained in the permanent organization, and 
1 am inclined to think that it will be well if they are. The general 
feeling that pervaded the meeting was this; that the road had become 
a national necessity, and that if this Government calculated to retian 
perment sovereignty over the Pacific Coast, that it must be built. 
The two millions of stock will, I think, be taken and the track be 
laid for some distance next spring* 

I am going out as far as Denver, probably to bait Lake, and 
if 1 can get through, will go through the Cheyenne and Bridger 
passes and return by the South pass. Governor Ivans, of Golorado, 
urge's on the convention the Berthude pass, which he proposes uO 
reach bv sixteen miles of 100 feet grade, and a tunnel of 3 f2 miles, 
and descend into- the middle .. •. Park in like manner. From there 
he proposed Jumping into the Uintah -Mountains, the highest of t»e . 
rawre west of the Rocky Mountains, and roll down thence into the 
Basin His idea seemed to meet with little favor from any quarter. ■ 

" Mr Farnham seems to take hold of the project with a great 
deal of energy-, and acts triors as he used to than any time for the 
Inst four vears* 1 wish he was ten years younger. • ■ 
last fo Y/ lt r t^ ov \ h& t i shall have anything to do with this pro Jfct, 
but may, and shall if they want me and will pay what the servie® ii| 
worth. All this, however, is in the future. **; • 
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On December 22nd,' after the d¥»|&ft (sal^of the Union .Pacific 
ic.A the control of the company fell into the hands of Gen.- Dix, Mr. 
Durant and others f Mr,. Dey was 'given charge of the surveys , On 
December 22nd„ 1862, he sen*!" me the following 'account of his trip to 
Salt Lake and you will see in- it that he came to the same conclusion 
in relation to where the line »hould run that l had come to In my 
examination, before and during the Indian campaign: 

"I found your favor of a long while ago on my return home 
from Salt Lake, but from' causes which will hardly bear explanation have 
neglected to answer. 1 went out there at the instance of a committee 
appointed by the Pacific Railroad Commission of which Mr , Farnam was. 
chairman* The trip was to me very full of interest and I learned 
enough to satisfy myself that no railroad will, at least during our 
day, cross the mountains south of the Cache la Poudre and probably 
not south of the Cheyenne pass. ^ 

1 was much pleased with the industrial progress of the Mormons, 
and surprised at their advance in the arts, considering the difficul- 
ties that they have had to encounter. There are in that community 
many far-sighted men who have steadily pursued their course with an 
ultimate view of forming an independent state, or if need be an 
empire in the Great Basin dependent upon itself for everything^ 

1 know but little of the position or prospects of that company, 
but believe that something will be done next summer. Into whose 
hgnds the management will go is a serious question and one of vital 
importance to the pro-ject. Mr. Farnam would if ten years younger, 

take hold of it. 1 think as a general thing there was more, confidence...- 

felt in him than any other prominent railroad man there. 1 do not . 
anticipate any connection with the project under any contingency! 
dont know that it would be desirable, Although if compensation and other 
things are large enough would Jiake hold of it. 

We have finished the" f lad to Brooklin, and are slowly laying 
track towards Grinnell r . but when we shall reach that place is all in 
the future- -dependent entirely upon *V..C . Durant-, and how. he., fee as about 

it. 

*"""* l*e have in common with the country at large been shocked at the 
repulse of Burnsides, and the question naturally arises, where does 
the fault lie? We can hardly believe it to be in the troops whose 
valor and discipline were so well attested In that bloody fight. We 
can. hardly believe It in the commanding General, on whose capacity, 
energy and skill we have so entirely relied. We must conclude that it 
is owing to some fault at Washington in furnishing supplies, or the 
location of forces or ignorance of the 'difficulties to be encountered 
and the position and force of the enemy or else in that diseased state 
of public sentiment which has forced our generals to attempt anything 
to satisfy its insane and wild fancies. The press is a powerful in- 
stitution, but since this war began it has forced us into more blund- 
ers than it will be able to atone for in the next century. 

It does- seem to me that a million of men well drilled, well 
armed, well supplied and well gnneralled* with a head capable of manag- 
ing the-, should be ir»eslstable s I cant tellhow to do these things, 
but 'some body ought to know how. A period of disaster is not the time 
for a great nation to despond, but when to all ordinary sagacity dis- 
aster seems unnecessary the question must arise, how are these 
blunders to be righted! . : ' ' 

• ' it is rumored that Seward will retire from the Cabinet. I have 
always thought him the most of a stateman in i*t» although sinoe he 
took issue with the larcy letter on the subject of privateering and 
wrote his letter on the Mason and Slidell arrest have had less -respect 
for his abilites than before." 
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Mr, Dey'made the following report of this trip to Salt Lake 
to the Chairman of the Committee: on Union Pacific Roads: 

To the Chairman of Committee on Union Pacific E. R. Co: 

Dear Sir:-- In accordance with the instructions in your letter 
of September 6, 1862, directing me to examine, with reference to 
their practicability for a railroad route, the passes "between the • 
one hundredth and the one hundred and twelfth parallels of longitude 
and to gather such information as 1 could, of the productions, miner- 
al and vegetable , of the extended region "between the Missouri River 
and the Great Basin,. 1 left Omaha city and followed the usual line 
of travel tip the north side of the Platte as far as Port Kearney. 

A, soiling prairie of some: eighteen miles in width, cut tap by 
the Pappillion creek tad its ."branches, separates the valleys of 
the Missouri and Platte,' but can: be crossed without much difficulty. 

The Elkhorn River, a considerable stream well timbered with 
hard wood, flows near the bluffs of the Platte; and, from its cross- 
ing to Kearney, the valley resembles In soil and g^&eral appearance 
the Teere Coupee prairie, Indians, being generally level, and along 
the road well settled and cultivated. For the entire distance, one 
hundred and fifty miles, you are : not out of sight of a cornfield, 
and the portion along Wood river (which runs in the valley for at 
least forty miles) is a very handsome, being a table about fifteen 
feet higher than the part of the; valley nearer the. river . 

At points the Platte is about the centre of the valley but 
generally runs nearer the south bluffs; its width varies from one- 
half mile to a mile, and It is full of islands; Grand Island, the 
largest being sixty miles long. Cottonw&od grows oa most of the is- 
lands, although 'at many points 1 noticed cedar. 

Maple, Rawhide, Shell and : Prairie creeks, Loup Pork and Wood 
Rivers, run parallel, and some of then, for long distances in the 
■valleyj^on 'the heads- ■of- all ■■these ■streams- .there .is... .considerable. ..hard.. 
wood timber, probably . enough with what could be obtained from the . 
islands in the river to furnish the ties that would be required along 

them . 

Loup Pork is the only stream that would involve a large cost , 
In bridging; a waterway of about one thousand feet in length being 
there required with piers thoroughly protected by ice breakers. The 
balance of this distance would be comparatively freefrom bridges and 
culverts, as the road could be so located that the drainage would 
be either into the Platte or some of the streams running parallel 
in the valltey. 1 observed this , In particular along Shell creek, 
which could be bridged with a forty foot span, 

' Crossing the eight channels of the Platte river to Kearney, 
the contrast with the cultivated lands on the Wood river table 
is very marked. The character o : f the soil seems to indicate that 
the valley above this point till never be cultivated to any great 
extent, except, ^m%m^m t ~ on the lowlands near the river. How far 
the arable lands on the north iide extended west 1 had no means of 
determining, although 1 occasionally saw a cornfield there and on 
the isaldns, but none on the south, except at Cottonwood Springs; . 
the travel being almost entirely on the south side. 

From Ft* learney to Julesburgh, at the mouth of Lodge Pole 
• creek, a distance of nearly two hundred miles, the valley is very 
wider- that nart below the mouth ;of the North Platte for a distance 
of forty miles, or more, being not less than twenty miles, the river 
running, nearer the south side. 

' A s far as Cottonwood, there is cedar on the island in the . 
river, and on the bluffs, and at that point there is a large grove, 
said to be more than a mile in width, and 'five or six in length; here 
'"the timber seems to end, and up -to Fremont's Orchard, nearly ^ two 
hundred -miles, there is nothing but a few bushes along the river, ^ 

prom Kearney to Julesburg, there is little different in the 
two sides of the river for a railroad route, the grading required, on 
either would ftenerally be an embankment high enough for drainage. 
From Julesburg west, I partially examined three route, the 
first following the valley of Lodge Pole creek, crossing the Black 
Hills through the Cheyenne Pass: into the Laramie plains; the second, 
following up the Platte to the mouth of the Cache la Poudre, and near 
that stream to the summit, thence northwesterly until it unites with.-... 
%m first near the right hand fork of the Laramie river j the WiirA.f-.-v-- 
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following the south Platte .to. Denver, thence up Clear Creek and cross 
Ing the snowy range at the Berthude Pass. 

Lodge Pole creek enters the Platte from the- northwest, al- 
though its general course from the Black Hills, a distance of. one 
hundred and fifty miles, is nearly due east'j it flows thourgh a 
Duoad valley, rising more rapidly than that of the Platte, destitute 
of timber, except near the "base "of the mountains and making a -very 
direct route; the summit of the Pass is a narrow divide "between the ' 
heads of this stream and a valley running nearly west into 'the 
Laramie plains. I could not ascertain the ascent, but think' a' 1 grade' 
of sixty feet per mile would' cross this summit with a rock out not /' 
to exceed a half mile in length. The topography of the Pass is pe- \/ 
ouliar, and the summit very much lower than the range of' the hills. " 

A very direct line can be laid from this Pass to the North 
Platte, crossing several mountain streams, and skirting the base 
of the Medicine Bow Mountains, -which with the Black Hills are cover- 
ed with pine to their summits.'. The supply of timber from this re- 
gion will be sufficient for the wants of a railroad fro a great 
length of time, and would furnish all that would be required for eon 
struct ion to Salt Lake Valley. 

The Laramie Plains are gravelly and somewhat undulating, 
but offer no serious obstacles to building a road. Like the- %per 
Platte near Denver, they are covered with grass, which, though 
thin, "furnishes abundant pasturage, and cattle and horses live 
during the winter without any other food. On a branch of the 
Platte near Medicine Bow, is a range of hills of iron ore, said to 
be very pure; the tests made by a genteleman who had devoted Much 
time to mining in England showing a high percentage j it is also • 
found in great abundance in the Black Hills, being part of the 
igneous rocks. 'Coal is also reported as being found in abundance 
nifrar the mouth of Sage Creek, and along the base of the Medicine 
Bow Mountains. 

These plains "'are' very 'beautiful, 'crossed' 'as' they are' 'by 'bold'' '. 

mountain streams of clear cold water, dotted with small lakes, and 
surrounded with mountains of great elevation, covered with timber to 
near their summits; their elevation is nearly seven thousand fee|» 
the atmosphere is remarkably clear and sky generally free from clouds 
they extend to the Platte river. 'lo- 

west .of this the character of the country changes immediate- 
ly'} the soil becomes clay, and there is little vegetation, except 
sage brush and greasewood, to Green Hiver. A railroad line would 
ascend for a distance of twenty miles to Bridgets Pass, \fhich from 
the elevation furnished by Lt. Bryan, I think might be reached by 
a grade of seventy feet per mile, the ascent being regular, as 
also the descent to the West, it is a valley with clay bottom, 
varying in width from one thousand to twenty-five hundred feet, 
with the mountains rising to a great elevation on either side. An 
earth or clay cut would be necessary here, ^ 

There was about three feAt of snow in the centre of the ass 
last winter, but It drifted very deep on the north side at the base 
of the mountain* Descending to the west you reach the valley of 
Mud Creek, a branch of the llkhorn river, and the bituminuous coal 
fellds, which you cross, and continue in to Green river, a distance' 
of one hundred and 'fifty miles.: in the valley of Bitter Creek is 
■particularly abundant, an out-crop showing at almost every point; 
it is more than probable that coal oil may be found in the Oolite 
formation here. The coal resembles the Erie Pennsylvania, burns with 
a flame u&arly white, leaving no clinker; 1 could detehtno sulphur 
in breathing the smoke . ' 

£X ta?ttK)ff& Between Muddy and Bitter Creeks is a wide plain with 
no rise of any importance, and a railroad line can be run down the 
valley of the latter with easy grades and little sharp curvature, 
lew the point where it empties into Green River,. the bluf s » or 
sandstone buttes, rise about three hundred feet.- 

Green River, which was so low that we forded it, is a rapid 
stream, two hundred and fifty feet wide, with a narrow valley; .■ . 
,#:«al and. borax seemed very abundant , and 1 was told that iron, 
'l#ad, and many other minerals have been found along it. 

From this to Bear river ; the route should be in a Southwesterly 
...direction, leaving Ft. Bridger ;some twenty miles to the north and 
-.approaching the base of the Uinta mountains, and though heavier than : - 



495 



most of the route east of it, there are no great difficulties to be 
encountered,, ' : 

From_Bear .river to the north of the Timpanagos will 'be the 

' ^? S L! X ? en f 1Ve P° rtion of the entlre route,- you must ascend- a branch 
of the former stream, make a heavy crossing into the Weber, folow 
it down to Kawta^ Prairie, and then crossing over to the Timpanaffos 

descend through Round prairie mud the canons of the river to Salt 
Lake valley. The Timpanagos runs for ten miles between vertical wall 
of rook, and -there are points where the road must be cut in the sides 
as well as several crossings of the river, which in flood is a large 
stream; it . breaks through the Wahsutoh mountains , and with the excep- 
tion of the Weber, furnishes the ' only passable access for a railroad 
to the Valley from the east; from, its mouth the route would continue 
northwesterly around the foot of Lake Utah, and thenoe west to Camp 
Floyd, or north, down the river Jordan to Great Salt Lake city 
neither route would be difficult to build. ' 

i he second route that I examined, follows up the Platte, 
which is of the same character as: the valley below, to the mouth of 
the Cache a Poudre. Prom the point inhere the stream breaks through 
the mountains, there is a rapid ascent for sicxty miles to the ridge 
which separates it from the Laramie Plains; this opening is through 
Sandstone and hornblende rooks, but a fa¥orable line can be laid up 
it, although the ascent is greater than through the Cheyenne Pass, 
from the fact that Lodge Pole creek rises more rapidly to the 
base of the mountains than the Platte, the summit elevation varying 
little in either. ' 

This sixty miles would require heavier grades and r n ore curva- 
ture than the line through the Cheyenne Pass, and cost probably twice 
as much per mile; the descent into the Laramie Plains is comparatively 
light,- and it would unite with the first route near the right hand fork 
of the Laramie river, increasing the distance sixty or seventy miles . 

The third route follows oil- favorable ground and crosses the 
Platte at Denver, running thence nearly west to the base of the 
mountains, thence through the Canon of Clear creek and up the valley 
to Hoopes creek, which rises in the Bert hud e Pass* 

■ Mr. Case's survey of this route from Denver, shows a heavy 
and expensive line Up this valley, the road bed being cut in the 
mountain side at a considerable elevation for a number of miles; 
it ascends with a grade of one hundred and ten feet per miles, 
and crosses the snowy range with a tunnel three and one-half miles in 
length, "and descends Into Middle Park In a similar manner. 

This pass is between three : and four thousand feet higher than 
either of the others, and the rock cut-ting would be through either 
granite or hornblende. 1 did not :go west of the Pass, but from Mr. 
Bertlxu.d8j the engineer, who made the wagon road survey, and from whom 
the Pass derives its name, learned that this is the lowest depression 
in the range, that the line west, *s far as the Timpanagos river, where 
the line at Strawberry valley unites with the one I have indicated, 
presents no great difficulties and* could probably be built as cheap 
as the north line. He represents ;this region as producing grassin 
abundance, and thinks that at some: points cereals may be successfully 
cultivated. Coal i -. found on Green river and its branches , similar to 
that on the north line* 

I did not examine a route up the north Platte and through the 
South Pass; but the distance in this event would be increased sj^ty 
miles, which would counterbalance the four hundred feet less elevation 
of summit , 

Taking the first route 1 have indicated and upon the supposition 
that the. main line starts on the one hundredth parallel of . longitude, 
in the "Platte Valley, a road can he built from Omaha to the Great * 
Salt Lake Valley, near the foot of Lake Utah, with a distance not to 
exceed nine hundred and sixty miles, : , 

There are but four points on the entire route that probabl 
ever will furnish any great amount of local business; they are the 
Rocky Mountain gold region, of which Denver is now the business centre; 
the Medicine Bow and Platte river iron region; the Green river coal 
fields and the ' Salt Lake Valley, This route would meet the require- 
ments of the last three, but not fully those of the first, as they are 
now developed. 

My own conviction, however, is, that the range of the gold- 
bearing quartz is as extended as the snowy range itself, and that . 



the few discovereies In the vicinity of South Parkm and along Clear' 
and Boulder Greeks, and their branches, are but the -precursors of 
developements in the mountain chain that separates the three parks, 
that will, in a very few' years, yield a great amount of treasure 
than is now furnished by California; and that important points may grow 
tip north as well as south of the present centre . 1 talked with no 
miner who did not "believe it as extended as 1 have described it. 

A gentleman who accompanied me on the trip and. had devoted 
much time to prospecting and mining in California, told me,- as we 
passed the different streams from 'Denver to the crossing of the North 
Platte, that in. the St. Trains, the Thompsons, the Chache-la^-pou dre, 
the Laramie and Medicine Bow and their branches— streams issuing florth 
and east from the, range— lie saw indications of gold in the quart ze brough 
down quite as marked as in those on which they -are now successfully 
mining* West of the' Platte, all indications disappeared* 

This line "would be, at the nearest point, one hundred miles 
from Denver. At Jules burg, or the mouth of Lodge Pole c reek» the 
distance given from Denver, "by the stage company's table of distances, 
is one hundred and fifty miles. 

The serious objection to this route is that it fails to meet the 
wants of the Denver gold region* -To any one who has watched the mighty 
trains that are constantly thronging this road, and remembers that this 
is almost a purely mining population, where every article of c©nsTM;pt ion 
is transported from the Missouri Biver, the conviction cannot he resisted 
that the road should he "built there, if it can he done at a reasonable 
•additional cost. 

Careful surveys and estimates, accompanied by schedules of the . 
tonnage, would determine it spraeticability,, 

" The route up the Cache a Poudre would, at the neearest point, 
he pfsebably within fifty miles of ; Denver* 

The route through the Berthude Pass would meet the wants of 
business, but the practical difficulties tare serious. In the sixty 
miles from Denver "to the"' centre "of " the tunnel, Mr. Case makes on his 
grade, a rise of four thousand eight hundred and twenty feet, or 
eighty feet per milej a large portion of the rise, however, must be 
made in the last twenty miles. The tunnel itself is three and one- 
half miles in length, and from on© thousand to fourteen hundred feet 
below the summit of the pass, with no probability of finding one lower # 

The tunnerl, would, probably, be through granite; and most of 
the excavation from Golden City, the base of the Mountains, to the 
ballsing spring in the middle Park, a distance of about one hundred 
miles, would be granite or hornblende. 

The elevation of the Berthude Pass above the level of the sea 
lsll.410 feet; of the summit of Mr. Case's tunnel, 10,0501 feet; 
of Denver, 5,302 feet, and of Pile's feak, 14,250 feet 

I presume that it will never be seriously urged that the middle 
Park or any other section six or seven thousand feet above the level 
of the sea, can ever become, to any great extent, a successful agricul- 
tural country. The elevation of the pliins north and south of the 
Uinta Mountains, is doubtless about the saie, ^ 

I have only incidentally alluded to the tonnage of the plains, 
thiniing that you could obtain more explicit information from other 
soureest but believe that even now, taking the California, the Salmon 
River, the Salt Lake, and the Denver travel and traffic, from the 
various points of leaving the Missirou River, that it would nearly 
©dual In amount that of either of the roads west from Chicago. _At ■ 
any rate, by the time a road was built to .the base of the mountains, 
it would'have a business that would pay well. 
it woui 5 h 2 a * latlon of u tah , cl aimed to be about seventy-five thousand,- 

located nearly central on the road; active and industrious, their 
energies raided 'by a sagacious and afr-seeing head, whose power Is 
llZnt abiolute, will aid materially ia, the successful prosecution 
of this enterprise, 

Thev have already turned the mountain streams from their 
channels, and, by irrigation, changed a desert into farms, gardens, and 
orchards They are producing, and will be able to export, besides 
fruits and cereals, wool, cotton, silk, paper, leather, iron, lead, . 
copper, and salt, and are now introducing machinery for their manu- 
facture . . 

The conviction seems general that they are destined to become 
a self-dependent people, and need a railroad mainly to carry off their 
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surplus productions and "bring back their emigration. 

"1 can only add, to complete this report, what I have endeavor- 
ed -to show throughout, that I am ; satisfied the eost of the road will 
be less, and its "business far greater than its most sanguine 'friends 
anticipate. • 

All. of which is respectfully submitted. 

Peter A. Dey. 

On July 2nd, 1864, the Union Pacific act was amended in 

V | accordance with the views of the : company 'to enable it to raise 

money, f The principal amendment was malting 'the "bonds of the company 
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first mortgage and those of the Government, second mortgage. | 
Active work and surveys were commenced in the. spring of 1864, Mr,,-— -- 
Dey being placed in charge of the engineering. He sent into the 
field several parties and Brigham Young put his son, Joseph A. 
Young, into the field for the purpose of making surveys and recon™ 
noissances in the Salt Later Valley from Salt Lake City up. the 
Timpanagos and KanfU'as Prairie and up the Weber River to a point 
where the divide "between the Weber and Bear River could be tunnelled 
crossing to Bear and a northern line from the from Farmington and 
Kayesville to the mouth of Weber Canon, up the Weber Canon to 
-the mouth of Chalk Creek, up Chalk Creek, and up that Creek to Ye Hot; 
Creek and from Yellow Creek to Bear River and thence up Sulphur 
Creek crossing the rim of the basin and following the Muddy to 
Blacks Fork, Mr, James M. Case, the Surveyor General of Colorado 



y and Utah, made a survey from Denver by the way of Berthude Pass. 

/V 

1 \ across into the Middle Park, 



On August 20 » 1865, I received from I^^eter^R.^Reed of Man- 



."% 4 lens, New York, an old friend of mine who had been with me in i,he 
west in the 50-' s, the following letter; 



7s 






y 



"I arrived here this morning. I find they are about organi- . . 
zing the Union Pacific Railroad Co, Durant is determined that .It •'-'" 
shall be so organized as to terminate at Omaha. 
\f He asked me this afternoon if you could be induced to leave ■'■ / 
y the army an^d take hold of the U. P. P. R. I told him you could. He 
t,l}' will write you today on the subject. There has got to be hard work 
^J* done to guard against the effirts north and south of us. I write you 
| V <c ' this afternoon to let you know what is coming. 
4" v Jerome and brothers are in the M. & M. bonds now to the tane of 

v "over $300,000 and are going in more. 1 am going to stay with them 
* now while in N. Y. A. G. Jerome t the millionaire, I brought up. 
I can inform you more in my next letter. 1 will write you 
again before leaving here. T. C. Durant wants you to write hire your 

, T opinion of the Platte Valley as a place to build the p.R.R. and the , ^ 

/■ facilities that he can show to conflicting interests here in N.Y. 1/ 
'"' You know the St. Louis folks wants to bring everything south. The 
thing is to be started and we want it our way*" 
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As Mr. Durant states, when he first took hold of the road, 
he based all his operations upon: my early surveys and reconnoissances 
and no doubt it was from these that he desired to obtain my services. 
He also knew of my interview with President Lincoln and which vir- 
tually fixed the terminal, which; had not yet made known by the Pres.^" 
1 heard from Mr. Durant direct^ but I Informed him that it would he 
impossible for me to leave the army and told him that in my opinion, • 
there was. no necessity of it because Mr. Peter A. Dey had. all the 
knowledge that I had of the country west of the Missouri and could 
be of -just as much service. 

1 received the following letter from Mr. Peter A. Dey on 
September 11th, 1863; . 

"You perhaps are aware that the Pacific Railroad organization 
is nearly completed. Our friends here and in this 1 heartily concur, 
think that Western Iowa should be represented and think that' an 
immediate effort should be made to have a government director ap- 
pointed . We have agreed upon Caleb Baldwin as the man for that 
place. Some eftfirt' oust be made ;at once to accomplish this. You 
probably will have more weight with lasson than any one else- start 
the thing strong and at once- Little is known outside of the move- 
ment and a few days start many accomplish much; let outsiders know 

■■nothing of -the- 'Shape -of- things- until ■ they leam It" "from "the ■ news- 

papers or telegraph. Use what inflvenea you can to have our Con- 
gressional District unite,. What other outside pressure you can 
bring to bear upon it 1 do not know, but use it. Time in this 
movement is. an important element. 1 Do not let it fail from neglect." 

I immediately communicated- with Caleb Baldwin and others 



and on October 19th,' received the 
explaining the matter: 



following letter from Mr. Baldwin 
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"Your telegraphic- dispatch; received. Grimes refused to sign 
a recommendation for me, giving as a reason that he had done so for 
another person, so Mr. price tells me-. He had not spoken to Harlan, 
said he' would, but I think it of no use as they both are in the 
interest of the Burlington road, : I did not ask them or say any- 
thing about it. While I fully appreciate your efforts in my behalf, 
and your kind feelings toward me,; yet 1 must say 1 regret aii effort 
lias been made for me in this matter. It makes a contest for me that 
may injure me in the matter 1 spoke to you *bout and which may come 
up hereafter. I don't like to have my friends working for me for too 
many things. Price- sent ©a his and Eassonga letters and wrote the 
particulars 1 suppose. It is easy to be seen that In the R.R.matters 
there are conflict lag interests, and location fixes our senators 
against us . " 

On October 12th, 1 wrote my brother that I had information • 

that the President would fix the terminal of the road as recommended 

■ 

by me in Gouncil Bluffs and in reply I received the following letter 

from- him: .. 

"1 am _glad to hear the prospect is. .good ..for securing location 
of the Pacific R» R. through here*: Omaha will undoubtedly be a good 
point to invest at, if that place: is made the starting point. In' - 
making investments, I think 1 would always prefer acres outside our 
lots in the city. I will post myself in regard to property ovef. there 
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and see what can be done, i fear C. Bluffs has not the' future before 
it that we have all been anticipating. Should a portion of the Pacific • 
line be completed before the M. •& M. is completed here, it would make 
a considerable difference in the advancement of this place- -would 
affect it- unfavorably, 

• Ton mention the line running out to the south of Omaha- would 
that be in order to get into Big Papeo and then run tip that stream? 
lo you think they "would get as high up as Walnut Greek? Dey will 
propably ran one of his lines down Walnut- Brayton starts his first 
line from Bellevue f Dey from' Omaha; 'both parties now in the field. 
Ed House is with Dey, Where do 'you think the line will cross ElMiorn ? 

After my interview with Mr. 'Lincoln in 1863 and my visit to 
p Art ids ,,: : . 
the lew York J:c .^ . c- «, as 1 have stated in my recollections, the lew 

York interests went to work for the purpose of getting absolute 
control of the company, they having made up their minds that they 
would make an effort to bmild the; road under promise of new legisla- 
tion and on November 3rd, 1863, as a result of this effort, I received 
the following letter from Mr, T. C. Durantj- also informing me that 
the recommendations for Mr, Baldwins election as Government Director 
had come too late and was given to Mr. Carter: 

"We carried the election of directors and have organized the 
Board. J. A. Dix, Pres.» T.C.Durant, V. P. J. J. Cisco, Tres.» H.V. 

Poor,' Sec* ■ ■ The H," 'and' ff. "J," Intere'St" howl" because" they 'could "not 

have it all their own way. 

The papers for Baldwin came too late. Carter was appointed 
October 1st, or it was then promised Mb at that time. If Dey will 
only get his preliminary surveys on here at once, we will make a bold 
stroke for the location. 

We must get to work immediately on the line and have a good force 
on before Congres meets. 

1 think 1 shall write Hoxie or telegraph him to come on and- 
help look after the location of the starting point. There will be 
an 'effort made to get' it north and also south- 1 note what you say in 
regard to this and am much obliged to you for. posting me. Will write, 
you in a day or two*" 

On lovember 6th » my brother wrote ae as follows in relation 

to Mr. Dey's report on his surveys: C" ■ •.<-•.. ■ . 

J ; .Council , Bluffs.. ; ... • 

"Dey passed through here last evening on his way east sufith 
profiles' of all the lines run from Missouri River west. 1. did not 
see hiw but Baldwin {.J.Vj did. He told B. the line from Omaha west 
was far ahead of any above or below, and he had no doubt whatever that 
it would start from the river at ithe Lime stone quarry. 1 telegraphed 
hiratoday to write me how Walnut 'C-reek outlet compared with his other 
lihis. He says they bored' him to death at Omaha, are perfectly wild 
and 'are running their town by running -up prices of lots. Thinks 
Council Bluffs will mate equally as '-good, a town as Omaha and property 
here be as valuable. Don't believe River property (Brown tract) will 
■amount to anything. Thinks business will all be done on Riddle Tract 
and thereabouts, la elated over organization and says the. road will be 
built to Loup Forfe next year. ' ' 

I shall hang to Council Bluffs as far as 1 am concerned, with my 
fenowledge of property here I can : invest to good advantage and so well 
posted as to. take advantage of any good opening* 

Dey thinks or expects to be Chief Engineer Pacific R,R," ■ . 

On December 15th , 1863, I deceived a letter- from Peter A. Dey, 
informing me of the line 'being located f-foriri Fremont Iowa, and showing.... 
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his own interest in the work:' 

"Tour favor of the 24th has been forwarded me from Iowa City 
I was glad to hear from you for several reasons, one of them was • 
that 1 had incidentally learned your health was precarious. I 
sincerely trust that the coming season will close the ' war and bring 
back the country to a real, instead of the present 'fictitious and 
speculative standard.^ Durant is -in Washington. His object being as 
I understand to raise the appropriation from sixteen to' twenty 
thousand dollars per mile.) I have the line located as' far as Fremont 
with the exemption of a few changes that we are now making. 

There are a great many speculatons here in Omaha and men are 
as wild as they ever were in '56 : and -, 57. 
r-^y { Dr. Dtirant has the absolute control of this road and will 
manage it for the present as hi; pleases. I wish in some respects 
he was a different kind of a man.) I shall have charge of the work 
for the present, how long I have 'not the remotest idea. I sent 
Brayton to the mountains to run lines through the passes. I judre 
he has suffered beyond measure from the cold and storms. The 
winter has thus far been 'of unusual severity. 1 told Dtirant if he 
would furnish me the iron and money to do the work that I would 
lay 100 miles of track before they could furnish 'me any more iron, 

Brayton s lines are quite as favorable as could be antioi- ' 
pated. Gets a cheap p a © through Cheyenne Pass without a grade of 
over 100 feet to the mile. 1 would like, to do some work here now, 
but I can get nothing in the shape of an order from Mr. Durant to 
that effect. 

I feel deeply interested in the success of this work, and I 
want to begin, not wait until the: southern line gets the start and 
we shall have to work hard to' catch up. Write me often." 

As soon as the company received official notice on the 17th 

of November of the fixing of the initial point by the' President , 'they 

immediately mad© preparations for theoopening of work on the railroad 

and on the first day of December ^seremonies were jh^Xd, at Omaha leb; 

they were appropriate to the magnitude and r ;r'~:£^...2u of the enterprise 

which was to awaken an era in the history of our country, ' were 

participated in by the Governor of the territory of Nebraska, the' 

'Mayor of the City of Omaha and Council Bluffs and by a great mass 

of the citizens of the surrounding country. Addresses were made by 

the Hon. A. Sanders, Gov. -of the Territories' of lebraska, M&sbk&xI. 

■ - : & m. ' . ■ 

Mr* Kennedy, Mayor of Omaha, Mr*. Palmer Mayor of Council Bluffs . 

The day was observed in Omaha as a general holiday. Many letters 

an'- 1 sentiments were read from distinguished persons such as the 

"President of the United States; from the Secretary of State, Hon. 

,=:.., .-.'•. ' hM».'" 

William A. SmmffA, from the Secretary of ■ the Treasury, S. P. Chase, 

^?on. 

from the Secretary of the Interior,. J» P. Usher, from John A. Dix, " 

,i ■ . 

President of the Union Pacific road" from T. C. Durant, Vice President 
from Richard Yates, Governor of Illinois, George Opdyke, Mayor of 
lew York, Leland Stanford, Gov. of California, Brigham Young of Salt 
Lake s Amos Steek 9 Mayor of Denver, and fro in Henry V, Poor, secretary 
of the Company, 
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On Jknusry 21, 18G4, I received a lettor from Peter A. Dey 

sett in;''; forth h:lr ; work and also the peoulicrities of T.C. Fmrant, 

and of the sehane kba t hcd been on foot 'of connecting with the glatte 

Cross /'vio i he fVUs% OUT i' 1\iVer 
route, the Northwestern .Railroad coming from the Fast ,. at soa;e 

Vg point near the mouth of the Boyer* "" ■ ■'"".'.' ..vith Union pacific at 

h 

Fre-.,ont; 

"jur , Puranl has novo the ".hole tking in hip hands, but is. manag- 
ing it as he lies every tiling else 'that is in his hands, A good deal 
spread an-d n good deal ^o nothing. /He cansiders it a bis thins, the 
^Big Thins of the age, .'-rid himself the father of it, while I aw afraid 
^that p lPir, of the Northern road, who is s a:, 7 stew a tie and persevering 
isort of a msn vill use him as he chooses, "Ourant is nov talking of 
''connecting' with the. a either at a point be twees "^esoto an' 41 Canning City 
on the Missouri or ft s point in the popillien Valley -hirectly west of 
)thst, whereas if lie von Id run his line to Fremont to- the shortest 
jpractieal rente they v;or,lr wake their connection at the Huffs, for 
Ijthey never will cross the river 'without a decided advantage gained by- 
lit, (l cannot make him see it, however, m^d if I attempt to put a 
f little common sense in his head, he flic a off in s fit, of excitement.)/ 
! |The last telegraph from him threatened to make the connection in Iowa. 
sT advised him in thst event to run up the valley of the Liiddle doon 
land Press over into the Foyer as we originolly ialted of. He has 
'jalso some i/lea of leaving the rives'- ot Pellevue crossing the Platte 
inear the wcuth of Salt Creek and running into ihe Flue and reaching 
| the Kearney. If the geography was a little larger, I think he ; ^nP 
| order a survey round hy the moon and 3 few of the fixed stars, to see 
!| if he could no'? get some more denot grounds or wild lends of somethinp 
lelse that he doesn't want, snd he -'oes not .know what to do with It '"hen 
sjbfi nets it. 

Fix, tor needs common sense more than anything else and i have 
V^ /teen so completely disgusted •-• It'i his various wil-" i^sos, ibwt I have 
(V\jy A S been disposed repeatedly to abandon the whole thing, I hate to. do It 
\ /a" \( as there is a great future in this thin-, if judiciously and prudently 
monsged . ' •' 

F'e should have hr-n all our ties an-" 1 the gracing under contract 
fo Loup Fork before this and anxious as I have been for this, have 
not been able to force him to any point at. all, 

F'rite me when you have leisure, I think a summer in the 
mounts ins would restore your health perfectly. Cannot advise you 
os to investment, as the Footer may want to connect, tomorrow with 
the route through Texas." 

This was only one of the inanj schemes for* deflecting the line 

of the Union Pacific from its commercial and engine erin- locstirn and 

was also against the decision of the President, This decision hod 'j 

/« been' made In November but they did not sees to spnrecisfe how iurnossdble 

it would be to chsnge it. They did not know President Lincoln as well 

as I did. 1 

On February 4th, 1864, I wrote 'tir, ourant in. relation to these 
.propose'- 1 changes as follows; 

''I sent you a dispatch today about location of k » $•.. _. I? . p. 
It was drawn out from several dispatches I received from Iowa lii 
relatJon to fixing of terminus of rallooad at Desoto. I -kid no t believe 
you hsd any such idea and was im'er the impression it 2aw a move to" 
•bring to your support some other combination or interest. Put if 
/ you have, let me advise you to drop it. A change of such vast Impor- 
■" tance to western Iowa, an- 1 from its centre of population and trade, 
would be wet by so 'determined an opposition by" all classes as would 
force you to terms in some way ; if would carry with if the leg I si at, ion 
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. and congressional influence for all time In direct opposition to all 

the company 8 s interests. . The fact is the M. & M„ is" considered all 
over the state as well as outside : of it as having been located and its 
terminus fixed at Council Bluffs. ■ it is on record. The company have 
drawn their bonds on that route, and- the public have acted upon it. 
. fo build up now any opposition that will be felt everywhere when you 
^aro just beginning a new project is not good policy. 
I^i But one thing sure, I say to you as an engineer (and Mr* Dey 
^ f ov any one who has examined the country will tell you the samel that 
■&*>.. it is not the route* Far from Itj one of ' the worst you could accept. 
J lo present benefit that Mr, Blair ^op anybody else oan promise you 
" ^ will repay the future detriment it will be to you. 

*$ % The great black, in the way : in going west is now and for a long, 
K#/ t,ime wl H remain, the Missouri River, and you place your road up there 
V/ where the valley is eight or more miles wide., four of which overflows; 
Hs,- ' ! and give up all the natural advantages of 'a valley only 2 1/2 miles 
f-' wide, only 1/2 mile of which ever ; under any circuatstaiices is under 
water and very seldom over 600 feet. - ' • 

*>• You also ignore the two most important 'towns on the Missouri 
CJ|iv©r» Council Bluffs and Omaha, and for a long time, -bring against you 
the Legislatures of bojh^jgfcates. ffhd fact is whatever we have got in 
Iowa has come f rom -thefJSSft that western Iowa, • or Council Bluffs 
interests have always st'ood, like -a rock for you and have swapped away 
every. pet project to, get votes for the M. & M. 

low you may think 1 have personal interest -there; but not . 
one word, would 1 ever advance which I knew would be detrimental 
to the interest of either road* X look at the matter as it is, 
1 know it better than any men in Iowa, or out of it; and I speak f rankle/ 
for I know you will give me credit for never advising or doing aught y~ 
for the company but what was for their direct benefit, and often for' ' 
my direct in jury ». 

Look this matter over well before you decide. Don't let any 
argumant against big bends force you to climb r-ore summits with 60 ft. 
grades . Prom Fremont to the boundary in Iowa, the route will be in 

favor' of- ' Omaha . 1 know t'- is "and ■ I' defy "'any "engineer" to ■ : go ' into "the ' ' ' ' 

field against me and beat it. The; Boyer Valley is good but it does not 
do away with the practical test that has been put on all these lines* 
If you want to straighten the M. &; M. it is much easier and cheaper to 
run down the Turkey ' strike Lewis and thenee west. The north bend of 
the .-Platte is very little north of ; the bluffs. From De Soto west it 
is 'broken, crooked and heavy, Any; profile that shows different has 
been- gotten up for the occasion. low 'I believe 1 can read the plan and 
if, .as 1 suspect, the talk is for the purpose of getting influence on 
P. R. R.why, all right; but if in earnest, look well to these, points, 
and while you hold the power you now do r let no threats draw you, as 1 
said in my last letter, from the best, most direct and only route west* 
They must all come to you; therefore, sacrifice no influence (especially 
such as'O. B. & Omaha have) for any bargain or compromise with any 
other line,-" 

■ '. At the same time I received a letter from Washington from 

Mr. Augusta Kountze of Omaha, upon this same subject as follows; 

"I hasten to write you as follows: A project which' is almost 
certain to carry is on fo-ot which if effected and carried .out fully 
will completely ruin Omaha and Council Bluffs. It is this- -the Miss. 
& Mo 8 R.R. and the Cedar. Rapids Road are about to unite at some 
point in Iowa and in doing so propose to run a single line only 
across the State to the Missouri River, in which case they -will run 
to the Mission.}?! at a point 10, 15 ; or posgibly 25 miles- north of 
Council Bluffs and I fear that our : misfortunes will not stop here. 
I'fe ar thai a relocation of the starting point of the Union Pacific 
R.-- - R. may be made and thus leave us forever without railroad facilit- 
ies,, I think T. C. Durant is advserse to our interests and you may 
about as well make up mind to such : a result as. to think of any other 
for 1 see nothing to avert this calamity." 

On August 10th» I received another letter from Mr, Kountze 

on the same subject as follows: 



"Things are not yet looking; very favorably for us, Durant is 
still bent on going north with his:M. & M. road, and thus leaving 
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Council Bluffs and Omaha out In the cold. In order to 'enable the 
M. & M. road and Cedar Rapids road to unite and form a new line of " 
road, but to do so some congressional legislation will be required 
and unless they can secure this,. they will probably not go on with 

. their plan of project. Rest assured of one thing, however, and that 
is, that no effort will he spared to succeed with this movement, • 
To convince you of this fact, 1 need only to state to you that Durant 
is now having surveys made from Omaha hearing. north, almost directly 
so, After leaving Omaha, say 6 or 8- miles west, they bend the line 
way out of its natural course or -channel increasing distance and 
expense greatly, but this movement will subserve the proposed project 
now' on foot to slaughter us. How we are to arrest this formidable 

. undertaking, I confess, 1 don't now see." 

On February 27th, I received a letter from H. M. Hoxie in 

relation to what the Iowa delegation was doing in Congress for the 

purpose of controlling the line of the M. & M. road across the 

State of Iowa in opposition to the line by the way of Cedar Rapids 

and Boone, showing that the contest had reached the Iowa delegation, 

who were taking an active part in it: 

"Allison introduced the bill Cor two reasonsj one that he was 
on the Land Committee, the other ;that we wanted to commit -him to Its 
provisions. . The bill provides that the railroad shall be built 
through the cities of Des Moines :and Council Bluffs. It also provide 
that other railroads may connect and run over the same road and that . 
they shall' share in the land grants and shall pay their proportion 
of the expense. The- Cedar Rajpids folks had a scheme on foot some 

"two' "weeks' ' since r and "tried" to get an ' arrangement to have a bill pass 

that would allow them to leave Des Moines to the south, and cross 
"the Missouri River at or. near De Soto. They represent that a road 
could be built much cheaper down the valley of the Boyer river than 
any other,. This matter was brought up, and 1 was immediately tele- 
graphed to and 1 at once came to this city. . 1 shall stay till the 
10th of March and' I hope by that time we will have our bill through 
the House, 1 wrote you on the subject some days' since. ~ 
/ -— Doctor Durant la new in lew York. He will return next Wed-\ 

/nesday. He telegraphes me that he has made arrangements to raise | 

I one. million dollars and says he will push the road, at once through*! 

I The Doctor means to play fair 1 think* John 1. Henry and E. Cook / 

\have been here but are now gone- home , M 

On Jam^arfniSi 1865, Mr, peter A. Dey resgined as Chief 

Engineer of the. road on account of his/differences with Mr. Durant 

in -relation to' the to/" the change of line from Omaha West J Mr, 

Durant lad written me urging me to leave the army and take charge of 

the. work on the Union Pacific aM^^ 

that I was greatly in favor of the position Mr. Dey had taken in 

these matters and 1 answered him that it was" impossible for me to 

leave the army at that time~~possibly "I could a$ soon as the Indian 

campaign that I was then engaged in was over* He' ivrote me the 

following letter on April 27th; ($C>5, 

instructions 

"1 intended to have sent you a copy of c - '.. ■ ".■, given our 
engineers, but the company have not decided fully what to do. 
Probably tomorrow I can send them. 

I have your favor. ' The programme suits me; it was what I had 
inteded and the place has b een kept open. When the proper time 
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aerives let me hear from you. Will It not be well for ms to pur- 
chase or hire a steamboat to take our cars and locomotives from 
St, Joseph to Omaha? Has the Government any we can get by applying 
to the proper authorities? 1 want to send 50 or more cars and four 
or five locomotives . Will write you fully in a day op two # " 
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On April 28th, Mr„ -Durant enclosed me a copy of the instruc- 
tions to Mr® S. f|. Reed who was to make the surveys on the Union 
Pacffic in Utah: . ■ 

"You will please proceed at once to Salt Lake City and make 
arrangements to organize your party for active service, taking with 
you Mr, Schimertsky as your 1st Asst., and! also if you desire to 
take a 2d» let it be Mr.'Bissell, 

While your 'Organizations are being perfected you will either 
send your 1st Asst. or go yourself with a small party and make a 
reconnoisance of the country at the head of Spanish Fork in order 
to ascertain if there is a feasible route from the Salt Lake Basin 
into the valley of one of the streams leading into the Uintah and 
Green Rivers, the result of which you will report to this office 
by telegraph* 

This may not occupy more than two or three weeks and your 
locating party can, when ready, re-locate the line north of Salt 

lake City with the view of shortening the line to the mouth of 
the Weber River canon, or may in your discretion proceed on that 
line to the vicinity of Muddy Fork or such other portion of the line 
already run as mya be most desirable, and run a line through the 
South Pass into the valley of the Sweet Water. 

You will also make further examination in the vicinity of 
Green River, where your line intersected the line run by Mr, Evans. 
You will keep me advised as to where telegrams will. reach you, as 1 may 
have further directions to give you on learning the result of your y» 

nish Pork." • • |A 



examination of the Spa 

• , On May 5th, he also enclosed me the instructions to James A. 
4" Evans , the DiYision Engineer whose party was to make surveys from 
■ the 100th Meridian wests while he made an examination of the crossing 
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V of the Black Hills at the head of the Cache la Poudre, and also 

Jy:- V ? ■'■ in the North Park or near the head- f afters of the North Platte: 
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■ S - "The following named persons have been assigned to duty in 

\- '' your party, viz: F.M. Case, Principal Asst. Engineer; Percy T. 

V \ Brown, 1st Asst. Engineer; John O'Neil, 2d Asst. Egnineer; C F. Dalton 

<" Transit Man; Fred S, Hodges, Rodman; F. E. Ransom, Rodman, Saml. H, 

i\ l Gibson. Rodman. ' , , 

x Mr. Dalton has been notified at Oberlin, 0. to report to you 

at Omaha. The balance of your party will select at Omaha or such 
point as you think best.. It is very Important that we should be 
able to file our map of location at the earliest possible day, and 
your instructions for this seasons operations are framed with a view of 
obtaining the best possible information on the subject within the short 
est time practicable „ , , x n •„ ■, 

Tour party is so formed that you, will be able to makd personal 
explorations', while Mr. Case is carrying out your directions as to the 
'line you wish to have run, and it is also formed that when in your 
■'•'iudament it may be advisable, Mr. Case can leave the party # in charge 
of Mr. Brown and make personal examinations of 'the ground. in advance 
of his party or at such other points as you may detsgnate. 

After fully organizing four party at Omaha yon will proceed 
at once to the point where the Platte River crosses the 100th 
meridian of longitude and commence to run a line upon the most favor- 
able route to La Port on the Cache la Poudre. x x „, .• 

After establishing a proper starting point to Khich reference 
may be made in future surveys in the vicinity of the 100th meridian 
and getting the party .well under way, you may leave the party in 
charge either of Mr, Case or Kr. Brown as you may think best and 
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proceed either with or without, either of these gentlemen in advance of 
the party and -make a careful reconnoisance of the country between the 
Cache la Poudre Valley and the North Park or the head faters of the - 
forth Port of the Pla tte River, with a view of ascertaining with 
■reasonable certainty whether a feasible pass can be found south or 
west of Antelope .Paas, through which a line can be run to connect 
with the head' waters of the Bear or Little Snake River. 

This will also involve the examination of the country west of the 
valley of the North Platte -in. order to ascertain, whether a feasible 
Pass can be -found through the divide of the continent south of "Bridge's 
Pass. If Ihe above explorations should furnish reasonable evidence 
that' a practical route can be found! considerably to the south of 
Bridger's Pass so as to strike the; water of Green River, south of the 
Easterly "bend (below Brown's Hole): which flanks the Uintah mountains, 
you will cause such surveys to be made- as aay be necessary to institue 
a comparison between this and the more northerly route as surveyed in 
1864, ' ' " 

i If the explorations should prove that 'a feasible route as above 

indicated is impracticable, then you will explore the country between 
the Lodge Pile and Cache la Poudred Valleys with a view of ascertaining 
whether a better route than those already surveyed via Antelope and 
Cheyenne Passes can be found between the head of the great Platte Val- 
ley and Bridger's pass; if so you will have the route surveyed. 

If these explorations should result unfavorably then you will 
direct your party, after having extended its surveys to La Port and 
made such improvements as you may deem advisable in the routes surveyed 
in 1864, between that point and Bridger's Pass, via Antelope Pass, to 
proceed to the "South Pass" and run a line easterly along the valleys 
'of the Sweet Water rnd north fork of the Platte River to Port Laramie . 
"While this is being done you will mfeke a personal examination of the 
Laramie Valley and Canon from the mouth of the Laramie River to the 
Laramie Plains, and then of the ^ost' direct route to the respective 
Junctions of Rock Creek and the Sweet Water, with the north fork 
of the Platte with a view of connecting with the line down the Sweet 
Water from the South pass; after this is done and you have communicated 
further with your party you will return toward Port Laramie in advance 
of the party and make a careful reconnoisance of the valley and country 
adjoining the North Platte to Port Laramie, with a view of furnishing 
instructions to your party respecting the proper line or route to be 

surveyed. , , , 

The foregoing instructions are intended merely as a general 
outline of the work that yourself and those acting under you will be 
expected to perform during the present year, and. very much discretion 
as to details must necessarily be left to yourself. 

You will keep William D. H. : Ainsworth, engineer in charge at 
Omaha, advised as fully as possible where dispatches and letters will 
reach you. and jrfyou will repeat fully by letter to this offa.ce as often 
as once a week when practical; you: will also to governred by such fur- 
ther instructions as you may receive from time to time from this office. 

On May 10tfch 1 received a copy of the instructions of Mr. John 

A. Dix the President of the company, to D. H. Ainsworth, who was in 
charge of the Omaha office : 

"You will please return to this office monthly estimates for 
worl done by the contractors for building the first one hundred milSs, 
over your own certificate, commencing with last December. The last 
estimate we have here certified by the engineer in charge, was made by 
Mr/Dey on the 30th of lovmber, 1864, You will please continue your 
estimates from the last one made by Mr, Dey* ' 

' The item of 147176 deducted from the December estimate, as made . 
by Mr. House for disbursements made by the Company, have been repaid by 
the contractors and should be omitted from the estimate. The November 
estimate to be deducted was 1410,080* Return these estimates by mail; 
do not telegraph them/' 
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The change of location betveen Omaha and the Elkhorn Valley, 

which caused so much controversy between Omaha and the Company and 

between the Government and the Company, was recommended by Silas 

Seymour, the Consulting Engineer of the Union Pacific Road In a 

letter to Mr, I. C, Durant dated ©#©«*«« 21, 1864 and which is as 

follows: 

Sir:- Inasmuch as I have recommended a change In the location 
of a portion of the line of the Union Pacific Railroad, between Omaha 
City, the point on the Missouri River fixed by the President ;of the 
United States for its eastern terminus, and the Platte Valley, at the 
I ' crossing of the Elkhorn River, a point about twenty- three miles, by 
i the present line, west of Omaha; and as you have already directed the 
[ • necessary surveys to be made, with a view to adopting the proposed 

: change, 1 deem it proper, both on my own account, and for thevindica- 
; tion of the Railroad Company , in case the proposed change in the 
I location is finally adopted, to place in your hands some of the reasons 
i which, after mature deliberation, have induced me to make the recom- 
• mendation. 

i In order to obtain a full understanding of the subject, it will 

! be necessary, in the first place, to state some of the leading charac- 
: teristies of the present line, as compared with the one proposed as 

a substitute. These will consist in: 1st Location and length of linesj 
2nd s Maximum grades; and 3d, cost of construction. 

The proposed new line will leave the present location, at Station 
No. 150 from Omaha, which is at the head of the first grade, ascending 
westerly? from thence it is propoeddto diverge southerly, and follow 
down the valley of Mud Creek to its intersection with the Valley of 
the Papillion River; and then follow up the valley of the PapillJon 
to an intersection with the present line s at or near Station No, 900.- I 
It will then follow the present line with modified grades, to Station 
No. 1089, wh6n it will diverge either to the north or south and follow 
down the slope of the bluffs to the valley of the Elkrhon River, and 
an intersection with the present route, on such a line as will be best 
adapted to the maximnm grade, ascending eastern, thai may be adopted 
for the line between the Elkhorn and Omaha; or the grade may be 
changed from 79,2' to 40 feet upon the present location. 

The maximum grade ascending westerly, between Station No. 
and Station No. 160 (the proposed point of divergence) is also 
sixty-six feet per mile. This portion of the line is now nearly graded, 
and it. is, therefore, not proposed to change it at present; but it is 
assumed, that it will be changed hereafter, to correspond with the 
maximum grade that may be adopted in ascending the valley of the fap- 
pillon. This question is s therefore, reserved for future consideration. 
With a view, however, to such a future change, it is recommended that 
for the present as little money as practicable be expended in grading 
in the Valley of Mud Creek, between Station No* 150 and the point where 
a line with moderate grades in both directions would, naturally leave 
this valley to enter the Valley of the Missouri River. 

In the absence of any profile of the proposed line down the 
Valley of Mud Creek, it will be necessary to assume certain ruling 
grades in both directions, thtat will be likely to come within the 
facts when ascertained. From an examination of the profile of an 
experimental line through the fappillion Valley, and the study given 
to the subject, I shall, for the purposes 'of this report, assume that 
the maximum grades upon the proposed new line^if judiciously located, 
will not exceed forty feet per mile, in both directions. 

The estimated cost of grading, masonry, and bridging of sections 
3 4 5. 6, 7, 8. and £■ is $517,205; by adding one half of section No. 
2*(west of Station No, 150), th amount would be $538,490. The sections 
average one hundred stations each, making the distance covered by the 
above estimated, fourteen and two-tenths miles. This gives an average 
per mile of about §38,000 for the present line. It is believe that 
the character of the profile of the new line .from Station No. 150 to 
Station No. 900, will be about the same as the succeeding section No. 
10 of the present line. This section is estimated to cost .#11,980 
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ofi about $6,000 per mile. l"e will, however, call it, with the 'pro- 
posed limit to the grades, '$10,000 per milted. 

Then we have: 

14.2 miles of present line, costing $538,590, 
23.2 " M proposed, rr " 232,000 

Difference of forego lag items in favor 

of new line . • 306,490' 

Deduct nine miles of- superstructure at 

|18,000 per mile' 182,000 ^ 

Haling difference in- cost of construction 

■between Station 150 and Station 900 144,490 .!»*** 

This fact, however, has very little to do with the real propo- 
sition under discussion. It is merely stated in this place for the 
f-< ^s purpose of showing that the Company, in adopting the present location 
K and paying a comparatively large: amount for high grades, has reversed 
I the rule 'generally recommended hy engineers, and adopted by railroad 
V" I companies, of paying comparatively large amounts for low grades. 
'V* »• As the above difference may hereafter be appropriated, to 
V I reducing th first heavy grade west of Omaha; and aa a considerable 
•> 1 amiunt has alreadj?' been expended- on the present line "between station 
I ,150 and Station 900, ■ the aggregate cost of construction will b = 
I assumed as equal upon both lines, 

I Th© general characteristics of the two lines may therefore be 
I briefly stated as- follows; ^ 

1st. The present line affected "by the chage in twenty- three 
miles in length, and has ruling grides of eighty A feet . per mile, 
ascending easterly, and sixty-six feet per mile, ascending westerly. 

2d. The proposed new line is nine miles longer than the 
above, and will have ruling grades forty feet per mile, in "both 
directions. The total. amount- and minimum radius of curvature are 

assumed- to- be- the .same -on- each ■■■line. 

The question to be decided is, with a due regard to all the 
interests concerned, which of these lines atiould be adopted by the, 
Company I" 

This letter was -answered on December 12, 1864 by Mr, Peter, 




A. Dey and was as follows:- 
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Omaha, December 12, 1884. 
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Dear Sir--T have a letter from Mr. Seymour, criticising our 
location from Omaha to Elkhorn River, and making suggestions at 
great length. His earnestness is further evinced by a telegram sent 
a few days after his letter was mailed, urging In an immediate and full 

ans?ier from me. This part of the road was located with great care 
by me. You even animadverted on my goinginto the field personally 
to examine proposed lines, ' You also promised to have the lines scru- 
tinised by a committee of Engineers nearly a year ago. 

The line, as located by- me, has been approved, and the location 
has been acted upon for a year. It is too late, after spending r--o 
much time and money on the construction, to go back and consider re- 
lative merits of this and other lines. The present location is right, 
unless it is desirable for the Company and Government to make a longer 
road, more bridges, heavier excavations, and expend, on twenty miles, 
the money which should be expended on one hundred miles of road. 

Your views favored theeconoim.ioal policy, which was certainly 
the true policy of the Company. I acted upon it deliberately, and, 
as 1 still think, wisely. 

In view of the decided advantages of this route", and of the 
expenditures ^already made, it is, in my opinion, altogether out of 
the question to modify the location to meet the undigested views of Mr. 
Seymour, who cannot know the relative advantages of one route over 
another, because he has not bee:--, over the country, and, from the ; , 
tenor of his letter, not even examined the profiles in the Iew : Y©r|§,-; 

"i regret that I had not, when I mf.de the lecation, the advifi%'.; -. 
tapes of his experience; then it would have been useful; and some^ag:- •-?.;■. 
his suggestions"" might have been adopted; but the company is entlttafc- 
to my best judgment now, as heretofore, and my action is entitled to..;; 
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V Oknhsj, December 7«, 18!gf4 a 

hear Fir; 

I heneby tender you ay 'resignation as Chief hhngineey of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, to tal-:e effect December 3Q t I864 9 one year 
from the dote of r?-y appointment* I as induced to delay until that 
f iae that 1 might ccnhino the results of surveys of the present year* 
and present them to the. conpany and to myself in a satisfactory usaunsr. 
. hy r-eaaor.B for thle step are simply that I do not approve of tho con- 
tract ray.de with -'r, Koxie fox 5 building the first hundred n-iileij from 
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a do not care to nave i-ty nass so eonnoo&eci 



railroad that I shall appear to endorse the contrast a 

"■hisaiiin; for the roati success beyond the expectation et 
mehoei'S,, t ain., respectfully young y 
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Engineer's office. Union Pacific R. R., 
Omaha , December 7, 1864% 



won. John A* Dix„ 

Pres, Union Pacific Ry„, New KQrk. 
Dear Sir*.- with this I send you -my resignation as Ohief Engineer 
of the Union Pacific 'Railroad Company* My reasons I have given* 1 
received the contract (The Hoxie) nearly a month ago* when I first 
read it* i felt it was mad© against my own views, and 1 could not be 
held in any measure responsible for it; but it has since been constant- 
ly recurring subject of thought to me, and 1 am now satisfied that I 
shall be able to acquit my-self or all blame , if i become an instru- ._ 
ment of it's execution . You know the history of the M. and M.yoad, a , ft jLfo 
road that to-day could be running to this point if it's stock "and \p- 
bonds only repeesen ted the amount of cash that actually went into it. 
My views of the Pacific Railroad are, perhaps, peculiar. 1 look upon 
it's managers as trustees of the bounty or uongress. Hi cannot willing- 
ly see them repeat the history of the M. and M. road, hj taking a step 
in the incipiency of the project that will, i believe, if followed , 
out, swell the cost of instruction so much that by the time the i.oYtir<~~ 
reachei the mountains, the representative capital will be accumulated 
so much that at the very time when the . company -will have need for all 
it's resources, as well of capital as of credit, it's securities will 
not be negotiable in the market „|t From my boyhood, 1 have associated 
Mr. Cisco and yourself with Mr» Robinson and Mr. rlagg, as a man whose 
integrity, purity and singleness of purpose have and made them marked 
men in the generation in which they lives. vf course my opinion 
remains unchanged . You are doubtless uninformed how disproportionate 
the amount to be paid is to the work contracted for. I need not ex- 
patiate upon the sincerity of my course, when you reflect upon the 
fact that I have resigned the best position in my profession my coun- 
try has ever offered to anp man. with respect, 

Peter A. uey» ..- : 
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a fair con-i^eratioa by its officers." 

\/ Mr. Seymour was sustained in this position by o. n. koCallun, 
the Director am' General Manager of "the military Railroad of t^e TJ.B. by 
C." Vibbai^, r-Qn. Rupt. of the new York Railroad; by S.S.rosi, Civil Engr. s 
Pittsburg, Ft. Rayne onfl Chicago Railroad company; lie also had , the support 
of J. L. , 7illiaii)§ 5 the Govt, director. The coupany ad opted Mr. Seymour's 

re coram en Nation . 

f; /C -. / On December l£th ? the company notified j-r. Dey to stop work on 

, the located line and run a line down MiMdy Creek and up the Papnillion to 

intersect the old line. 

' Hien the contracts were let for 4he first onehundred miles rest 
of the Missouri river, pnd were presented to Mr. Dey, he considered t'-e 
price so large that, he refused, to approve them and found that it would be 
impossible for him to agree vith the company anfl i»Ir . Seymour in the location 
of his line west from Omaha . j^t^-mifrt^'-±S^& 9 he sent in his resignation. 
He stated in his letter the t he was living up the best position his profes- 
sion has offered any uuan ^ Hr. P^ UW of T*5 ($n vhW*H **fi« -i -' 

On account of the oppositK-n of Omaha to this cliange of line, c 
iiay 5th , 1865 , Mr. Rurant opened up the question of building fpoiu Bellevue 
by sending Mr, R. H. Ainsworth the following message: ,.. . 

"Send estimate for temporary track from Bellevue to Junctic : , 
with grades not exceeding one hundred' -and fifty utiles ; permanent locction can 
be maie here aS'"'' machine shops are to go west of Elkhorn" 

This dispatch was simply to threaten and scare Omaha. Mr. Rurant 

knew when he sent it that it wohld be impossible for him to get the terminal 

removed from Council Bluffs to Bellevue with a delegation frou. Iowa in Congress 

g as that State then had. At the same time he instructed Ainsworth to obtain 

On+h<S n««V lt' - n*> nzti i° ik*? r(ye.r &f o-M.ce. On /VUy- M" hi. wfred fo /(f-ns wo-rf-h to 

right of way a also base location of shops at Bellevue or Fresont. These 

Tn^ke &-Si>rvev- imm e-d i \i tW -fr<»«w 1ke f I V-e y ^ BcjUv^e h> "the ne-^resf for.-, t ow li" 

dispatches gr^eatly alarmed Omaha, I was overwhelmed with telegrams and « 

p r o t e s t s f r om C o un c i 1 R 1 uf fa an d Om a h a . 

On June 2nd , I wrote the following letter to Mr, Rurant: 

"I received your dispatch and made a short answer. I dont see how 
you are to overcome the difficulty in the p,lan you propose. It seom.3 to rae 
that you should make Omaha the terminus , even if you build the Laid Creek 
line, for this reason; that by so doi g you re'tain all that interest strong 
for, you. I have no -^oiibt, in fact I know, they. would lend their influence tc 
help you through on 'Mud Creek line, whereas if you- go to Bellevue, they of 
course oppose you. Again, if you go to Bellevue you must incorporate a new 
company, frovt . would use their power to stop it, seeing it was clearly a 
plan to evade their dec i sion . \o catrn^ fhe "t&rinCnNlS &+ Cov-hc-i 1 ~J?lof-fs. 

Ihsve strong doubts about your getting a government engineer to 
approve the new lire; 9 miles increase of distance would be a st mnbling \ 
block to the.:;. It appears to me yon should get Sec. Harlan to agreexjjb / 
possible; if not, you will have to go before Congress. If you do 4bll? with 
no road to Omaha, they will delay you. Toi know that all Missouri, .Kansas 
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&c . are against you, not only for personal interest but on account of old 
U.f.R, R. E. D, troubles. Well, Iowa would fight you on account of the 
effect it would have on Council Bluffs, and the Western interest of that 
State and" Nebraska, of course, would be against you. The delegate lives at 
Omaha- this whole interest combined, and all of It living right on the 
line or adjacnet to it--will have great weight. I know not who made the 
representations to Harlan; it certainly was not Omaha people or anjr great 
number of the;::. I convinced the people of Omaha -that you were friendly to 
them and not to fight you. I don't think they will for the present. If 
necessary you can raise enough cash in Omaha to reimburse all extra expenses 
on old line, and-if you think best to. stick to Mud Creek line; in all events' 
you should run both from Omaha. 

I am in the West; 1 knouy the feeling and 'the influence -anr" I 
assure you that it is- to the Company's interest not to make any more fights * 
or get any new jobs on hand before Congress meets. If Government decides 
to hold you to old location, 1 think' Congress may relieve you provided you 
get the Nebraska and Iowa influence to work with you. 

I certainly had rather .take my change in getting the old line 
accepted with track down from Omaha, than to fight the entire crowd- 
with Belleviie road and new location. ' Let me state, one tbing more; 
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■you' and the company • should, "before. Congress meets, get at least I 

40 miles of road running and have engine and cars on it; this, is the j 

great lever in a fight. . ■ j 

I am bending my energies 'now to getting pontoon bridges across - j 

the Loup Fork and Platte for Govt.; purposes. The moment that is done | 

the amount of friehgt " that will go ; over the road west will make any I 
portion of your railroad pay. - I 

Write me and tell me how you- come to get into this, trouble. How 
came Harlan to know anything about; the change?" 

My letters to Durant and my: answers to the people of Council 
Bluffs had thoeughly aroused the Omaha people and they had communi- 
cated directly with Mr, Durant, On June 3rd, 1865, Mr. Durant forwarded 
me copy of his dispatch which he had sent Mr. Edward Creighton with 
a view of allaying their anxiety; 

"Omaha is all right* House, has the reasons for making the 
change, which I regret as much as you-ican do if Secretary Harlan insists 
' upon old location. We submit but shall build from below first and 
finish Una on ow location; hereafter, if Congress does not release 
us we shall lose through business on the high grades, and must cross 
river elsewhere. Consequently need nb buildings at Omaha." 

Inile he was sending these dispatches, he was still working 

hard to have what was known as the: Muddy Creek line built. 

MS ' ■ • 

On June 4th, 1 received the' following letter from Mr. Hoxie 

.fj 
taking up this natter with me: 

"Durant telegraphed .me to make arrangements to unload 'at Bellevue 
if he wanted' me to. In another dispatch-he said he would telegaph me 
further orders, which have not come. Several boats have gone up 
loaded fen Omaha, and 1 non't see' how they are to be unloaded at 
■„, Bellevue, t The Doctor is pursuing a suicidal course, and I think will 
V""/| S e e it. It is not proper for me> to advise him any more, and 1 don't 
' /'want to do it. He would only snub: me if 1 did. 1 am progressing fast 
with the freight but find obstacles everj day. ) . . 

The dispatch of last week had. a villainous article on Durant 
about the cotton-. 1 sent if to Durant and he telegraphed back for "-| 
names of Editor and Publisher, which I shall send him Monday, 1 think 
I see a law-suit for libel. I will write you more fully soon." 

On June 5th, 1 wired Durant as follows: ■ 

"There is a committee here/ from Omaha to see me. I have your ■ 

dispatch to Greighton. Tell me how the matter stands. What do you ' _ 

tant? Let us get concert of action with Omaha people. 1 can aid you _ .| 
-with them if you will pest me fully." 

On June 7th, I received a letter from my brother in which he _ . 

• says: 

"Omaha people who have 'lately been down in the mouth worse than ..-. 

• ey-et before by Durant ordering all material &c.' removed to Bellevue 
are again Jubilant over' news from Washington that President Johnson 

KV and Secretary Harlan are interfering in their behalf, by assuring them ' 
<V- '■' location made by'Pres. Lincoln shall not be changed and that work resumed, 

* on first line located by Dey. and no estimate be allowed on the change of. 
line back of Bellevue. It is rumored -.that Durant is under arrest ^f or • ..«, 
Blockade Running and that you 'are Appointed Chf. Eng. of the road. 
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On June 8th, Mr, Durant wired me as follows :- 

Secretary of Interior advises President .not to approve Mud 
Creek Line until it has been examined by Government Engineers, We 
have no time, for nrgst lay track to Bellevue, as in oase we ' are 
compelled to adept old line,* we do not propose to build ffcom Omaha 
to Junction of 'new line this year,, Bridges ft»«ft iron are laying at 
,Bellevue. It is this or nothing clone this year," 

On June 6th, 1 wilted in response to a dispatch I had received 

from Mr, Durant as follows: 

Tour plan won't work. If you attempt it, Government will stop 
you on ground of its decision. If you build on Mud Greek line, do so 
from Omaha, With iron down it will be more likely to he accepted if 
'it goes to Congress, and if you build from Bellevue you will lose the 
ablest support the road has in the West, . One thing certain, Govern- 
^"ment. Congress and the people will demand that over forty miles west of 
/ ' ftmaha he built before December 1st and from the initial point as fixed 
■■' by the President. Have written you." 

On June 8th, 1 wrote i^r. Durant the following letter; 

"I recenred your dispatch and made a short answer. 1 dbnt see 
how you are to avoid the difficulty in the plan you propose „ It 
strikes «se that you should make Omaha the terminus even If you build 
the Mud Greek line; for this reason, that by so doing you retain all 
that' interest strong for you, 1 have no doubt in fac t 1 know they 
would lend their influence to help you through on Mud Creek line. 
Whereas if you go to Bellavue they will of course oppose you. Again 
by ^oing to Bellevue, It must' incorporate" another company. 'Government' 
would use their power to stop it seeing it was clearly a plan t© evade 
their decision. I have strong doubts about your getting 'a Govt. 
Engineer to approve the new line; 'nine miles extra distance would he 

■ a stumbling block to them. It appears to me yon. should get Sec, 
Harlan to agree if possibjle; if' not, will have to go before Congress. 
If you do this with no road to Omaha, they will slay you." 

Mr. Durant answered me on June 9th as follows; - 

"Thd- plan will be carried out or the works abandoned. Iron 
is being shipped from St. Joseph to Bellevue. This is too important 
an enterprise to be controlled by; a local interest. The road can be 
built by the Kansas line if in no : other way. lo road through Iowa 
-v will terminate at Omaha. If line : with heavy grades is adopted the 
/" 1 M.' & M, will be abndoned for the present." ■ • 

■ • , On June 10th» Mr. D. H. Ainaworth telegraphed to Mr. Durant as 

follows : 

"Bellevue landing to Junction sixty thousand yards earth. Four 
hundred masonry. ' Cost thirty' thousand dollars. House says fifteen 
thousand yards will complete present line." 

On June 17th, Mr. Durant notified me that Lt. Col. Simpson of 
v.-- ; : would ' '' 

(V^ the United States Engineering corps .visited- Omaha by order of the • 

•'V' ,: President for the purpose of examining the line*? as now located. He 

,'\ also notified Mr. D. H. A ins worth; at Omaha. 1 ' 
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On June 21st, I attneded a complimentary dinner In honor of 
General F, 3. Blair, 

,0n June 27th, 1885, I received the following letter from Dr. 
George L.- Miller, Omaha, Neb as ^follows; 

"Your telegram and letter : were received, and -the news about 
the bridges created much satisfaction. A large meeting is -called 
for this evening to provide ways mnd means to transport them. 

Tour request not to publish your telegrams and letters, will, 
of course, be strictly regarded. : I do not exactly see the reason for 
this reticence, but you know more than I do about it, and your wishes 
of course will be the law -of the lease. I do not know that 1 shall be 
able to prevent an expression of ;the feeling in the community which 
your action has caused. You are the first general officer who ever 
held command here that ever seemed to understand the large existing 
military necessities which have demanded a convenient crossing of 
■the Platte at Fort Kearney." 

On June 30th, 1 received the following private latter from 
Dr. George L. Miller: :. 

"Tour letter of the 25th was received this morning, marked 
personal and private. 1 have still taken the liberty to 'show it to a - 
few persons, in the hope that i might, by this cause, do something 
to resist the opinions which are gaining grounds with this people 
against the interests of Mr. Durant. four views have great weight 
here. There are none who question your fidelity to the interests 
we have at heart, but some think yim have been misled, by ...Bur ant .t o 
place too small importance upon' the danger which "Mud Creek' 1 threatnes 
with a view- to ultimate crossings: at Bellevue. "fou'are right in 
saying that Omaha has done nothing to obstruct the acceptance of the 
new line* This is true. They are doing nothing in this direction 
now. The question with themvis, can they do anything, i.e., can they 
wofck with the "Co" 'for "Mud Creek" and not cut their own throats? 
Mr, Bey is here, and Is of course \ powerful with -any statement he makes 
in the matter* He arrived yesterday. 1 leam on good authority that 
he openly says that if "Mud Creek' 1 Is accepted he has no doubt Belle vu^^--"" 
will be the ultimate point- that is ? "they will abandon Omaha as a- 
terminus In the end. Under this state of affairs, 1 press your 
opinions in the right quarters, Dey hesitates, indeed declines to 
advise any special course, but, 1 ; understand says the people here 
ought 'to either fight Durant or favor him. If he is correctly reporte 
to""ke, (1 have not seen him yet thought E» L. Crelghton and 1 called 
-today) he says we must do one thing or the other. Still our people 
are quiet. They think they had better go slow, Durant gives his 
friends no ground to stand on. A .wide-spread conviction that is 
pressed with great pertinanoity by some here, by. the papers at the 
' Bluffs and people there Is that Durant is deceiving us; it is hard 
to overcome. Tom's brother was quoted to me yesterday as opposing 
your views. The "Bugle" appeals to us to stand • by the straight line 
and under these combined influences those who think with, me that the 
"Oo" and Omaha should act together are rather losing ground. There 
has been no formal expression of course. I am simply trying to tell 
you fully what 1 know about mattery .from conversation'- w ith individuals 
1 think Crelghton, Dr. Lowe, &o . ifi' undeceived though 1 know^C . 
to be against a conflict with the : ~S©.* I only wish Durant 1 ^openly 
and freely strike hands with: us on "some definite ground by which 
"Bellevue" would be 'forever wiped \ out. In a lo'hg letter to him 1 
asked him to do this. Can you not bring him to this position? 1 
think his friends here should have some more gromnd to stand on. 

Tour action reflecting the ; bridges revives many hopes here 
and brings you enconiums from "all sorts of people." We shall- 
observe your requests as to publicity, of course. 1 can see the' . 
wisdom of .the thing. • , .• j 

Our people have invited you to visit us. You will reetev© ,.;,- . ' . ' :?| 
their telegram today. I moved this in*" our bridge meeting. Y ou .;'.-'-'''.■.. 
must not censure me for this. We; need you on the ground. We shall*- ... 
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not formally received you, honoring your morbid modesty. But we 
want you to get leave to come up, I hope you will do 'it. Gome and 
see us in a general way. 

1 wish you would write me ^frequently on all matters.' ' I have 
ordered papers to you and -they will be regularly sent, 1 wish 1 
could find the copies in which Taylor has given you 'so many good 
words. • 

Please have Durant do something more than to merely say he will 
"make no promises to Omaha" He said' this in a telegram to Greighton 
and has steadily refused to say more,, 1 had a long talk with John 
E. Henry yesterday, hut it ' resulted. in a mere review of the case. 
1 told him I had written ]&ar ant . ■ '1 don't know that he will answer 
me. If he would, it oould help things very much if he did it in the 
right way. The Government Engineer has not yet arrived but is daily 
expected. 1 suppose Dey is here -to meet him, but do not know this. 

Trains are "being provided -for Loup Fork Bridge. Millard, 
Greighton, Koumtze, Htf-fWl,, Dr. Lowe and others are active." 

On June 30th » I enclosed this letter with a confidential 

note to Mr, Durant and 1 received an answer as follows: 

I have received your favor enclosing your letter of Mr. Miller, 
and have carefully perused the same, 

neither yourself nor the citizens of Omaha seem fully to 
comprehend tbis matter of change of line. 

The company were proceeding with a large force to grade the \ ■ ■ 
/" road on the old line, when the change was first spoken of, the heavy 
/ grade was an objection and has "been freely described as such "by the 
I yl friends of Cedar Rapids Road (the: road north of us) and used as an 
%1 /^argument why this road through the state of Iowa should be located to 
£>' / cross the Missouri River at or near De Soto thence to the north of 
^y , .. .the... Plat te( wijh, a ^aximtpt... grade... not. exceeding... 40 feet ...per ..ml la}. ..'..The . 
\\ / Government Directas and the consulting engineers came to the con- 
/ elusion that the interest of the company and of the Government were 
/ "best subserved by reducing the grade even at an increase in distancS, 
/ and the resolution to change was "brought forward and strongly 
/' advocated "by the Government Directors. In fact it was their 'measure 
and carried "by them, and it was only after a discussion that I was 
able to get it so modified as to provide for further action in case 
the work had so far progressed as. to render it necessary. 

A large party of our men were taken off the work and put upon 
half pay while the new line was "being located. The company has since 
been doing all in its power to push the work on the new line and 
intended to have commenced track laying on the 10th of July. 

Mr, Harlan for some cause (1 do not know that any one in Omaha 
has attempted to influence him) recommended the President not to 
approve this location advised "by the Government Directors, until 
further examinations had been made. In doing this, he has exceeded 
what was required of him and by causing delay did great injury to 
the enterprise. It was his duty to have consulted with the Govern- 
ment directors. He has certainly misunderstood the whole thing. In 
the ease of the Kansas road, they have had him overrulled by the 
President and their road is to be: accepted without waiting to have 
i|| examined by Mr. Harlan's eommiss loners. 

We have not proposed yet to interfere with Mr. Harlan, but the 
matter with the. company stands thus,, If the new line is rejected, 
the company has one 'of two things : to do, abandon this work or eon- 
ftitre some way to get a portion of the line completed this fall and 
next ' spring in order to save the .Charter. If they attempt to build on 
the old line with a maximum of 80: feet per, mile it would be impossible 
: to finish the same to the Elkhorn river this fall, beside with the 
'increased outlay they waul be left without the \ means of paying for 
the-..- -iron. There are no Sf's or ands aboiir the matter. I see no 
probable way for the company to raise thef' means, to go an for* a week 
If" such decisions were Adopted. :r 3aould they build it with ^66 ft. 
• 'grade, which is the best that could be done, there still would be a 
:; ; delay that would finally ruin the: 'company . After deliberation I have 
. 'tcema to the conclusion that the only course that could be pursued 
."''and save the road was to strike the approved line as soon as possible 
•. some ten or twelve miles up/ the 'Papillion from the mouth of Mud 
< Creek, from which place (M»0reek) to the Mo a River via Bellevue 
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the distance is three or four miles, this, of course, has to be done 
by a new company, the necessary papers for the. formation of which 
were immediately prepared. After* reaching the old line at. the 
above point, on each section of 20 miles, the company could draw 
their bonds from Government and the lands, 'and build the road from 
said point to Omaha Inhere they could raise the money to do it; but 
in the mean time the company must have machine shops &o* and of 
necessity must locate them elsewhere for that portion of the road if 
built with grade of 118 feet per mile would not be used f or ' the 
main or through traffic. 

1 think you say "thy not build 
as presently located, and let this be 

The reasons are simply these . 
U. P. H. R. must own the line, for the 
means to build both, and it is for the 



down Mud Greek on the new line 
the line for the main business? 1 
A company independent of the 
U. p. Co. cannot raise the 
interest of such co mpany to 




reach the river with as short a line as possible, and to start from 
Bellevue instead of Omaha will leave iron for some eight or ten ~ 
miles more of the road of the Union Pacific Co. Then this affair 
lessens the chances for an eastern connection at Omaha. The Iowa 
and lebraska (Cedar Rapids) people are feeling well and determined 
to go on and do not seem to oare whether the M. & M. joins them or 
not, unless they are willing to run north on their line. 

The M. & M. peiple are discouraged, and there is no chance 
for them to "build through for some time unless in connections with 
one of the roads north or south of them. How this is to be done, 1 
do not know, but trust there is still a chance. . i wi • •< 

I am not in any way connected with the management of the lit.". : 
road but shall do all in power to: advance its interests. ,1 think 
the new directos are disposed to let the Iowa directors, Price and 
Grinnell, lead off in the management. Mr. Cook "is still in the 
board, and understands, .more . about the., affairs, of the ...company, than., all . 
the rest. 1 ppesume the bondholders will sell out the road but 
trust it may be done with an amicable understanding between the 
holders of the securities, and that the new organization will provide 
fbr the completion of the road to Des Moines. You will perceive 
from-- this that should the question of a relocation of the terminus 
of "the- Eastern end of this come up the prospect of an eastern connec- 
tion would have an important bearing upon its ultimate decision . 
As' to 'the : Mud Creek line, when. 1 found the gradation oould be com- 
pleted with about 15000 yards excavation, I concluded to lay the- 
track down that line from Omaha saving thereby one month in time, as 
we can take up the iron should the decision be against us and lay it 
west 'of the Elkhorn which would enable us to complete thirty miles 
of that portion' of the U. P. R. R. this fall. 

It 'is 'unfortunate that Mr,- Harlan should have interf erred in 
this matter at .ail. .'We have made: our aaloulat ions to lay 80 
miles at least this ummer, I have" 'Seine #tt<T f t»He amount now to aboijt 
50, the iron for which, "has &one forward, and .which we hope to be 
able to complete although;. there is very great difficulty in railing 

money. ,.-■■ ' 

The contract Day -says ...there is so much money ib, is open tor 
everybody who will put .money 'Into- the enterprise, but capitalists 'ftave 
not faith in. its. paying after., completion, 

I know the interest -you- taitoe in the success of the enterprise*- 
and therefore write freely upon ..the point. 

The peo.-ple of Omaha have mare -to fear from future Legislation 
than any one else, for there 'is-- a ^fpfong* je inftamee over the county 
in favor of a terminus south ., erf -v.-that--- filap.e :< than- you are aware of. 
My motto is, first the road— lo-c-al- . int ensatv , afterwards . 

If Omaha has her own way,, .:-!: fear- -the -.coad would not be of as 
much benefit to her as it is to" be- hoped -w-i 11 be the case. 

I assure, you the danger is in not- .being able to comply with 
the law as to time*" -. - - : .-/''■' 
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On July loth. Dr. George L. Miller wrote me a letter in rela- 
tion to Col. Seymour, .the Consulting Engineer of the Road, as- follows; 

"1 write to spy for your information that Seymour the engineer 
■who opposes the old line of R.R -from Omaha openly avows the intention 
of the 0o» to make a new terminus at BeTlevue. This must necessarily 
fix -Omaha in determined opposition to the Co. 1 am sorry, but men 
must fight for their existence. I urge upon you the importance to 
Durant of coming hack to us on some terms. This fight may he ruinous 
fco him as well as 'to us* 

1 hear whispers of had faith toward you on Durant' s. part. There 
are those here w>o say to me they have reason to fear you will be 
sold out at ehief Engineer. I dare mention this to you because 1 am 
your friend. From what Durant said to me last winter in I. Y.. 
however, 1 can not credit. He then declared you to he the "best man in 
the country," 

On July 15th, My brother -wrote me giving me his views upon the 

wontro-versy between Omaha and Mr, Durant as follows: 

- ' "Your letter of 7th received today. Your statement ahout Durant 
and Pacific R.R. place him in a different light from opinions -generally 
held in this section. My knowledge of. his cotton speculations was 
derivedhfroHi papers, .of his course in Pacific R.R. matters from many 
sources, and in this 1 think you -are misSA&enj he is doing everything 
in his power to accomplish the ; change ; is the head and front of the, 
whole matter; has sent his Eng„, ;0ol, Seymour, out to 'go over the line 
lith Col. Simpfens (Topographical Eng. sent out "by the Pres..) and advo- 
cates the change. Seymour tells -us that if we dont withdraw our 

pressure from,' .the short line and -.they .are compelled .to. run.. .on;. short 

line, they will establish a 116^|"pot grade and will build a line of 
their own to Bellevue. The ox^ route is a fraud' and it is no use for 
the people in Omaha and Bluffs* 'to keep quiet and see it perpetrated, 
involving as it does the life and prospeirty of these towns. 
They do not propose to fight Durant or anybody else hut they feel it 
their duty to do what they can to .prevent a change as originally filed; 
this J think they will accomplish. Ihile I think the ox|#n route could 
he equally to our detriment, 1 am not one of those .who think it is a 
death blow- to these towns, I think 1 clearly understand why the 
company are so desirous of a change- -it is. done to enable them" to 
build the first 100 miles within the states time (June 1886) . In any 
event, they will he pushed td accomplish it, if they are compelled to 
/ adopt original line, they will he in a tight place. Seymour says they 
will have fco make survace track into Platte Valley and make up the 
distance,. therg,»#^ Durant "being interested in the comikrmfioiPknA receiving 
%;■,. f ^~~ 'W'X'arn" told " same anount per mile, it is of great pecuniary interest 
"""'/•*" to him. Ool. Seymour, Simalnis and Govt. Director Harau^h ? have been 

over the line and holding interviews with people of Omaha and C. Bluffs 
they were here yesterday. 1 rode up on old burying hill to give them 
. a view of the valley above town and also down to camp Dodge to view it ; 

in that direction. In P. M. they met citizens in Council room and re- 
ceived through Blotter, Baldwin and Sapp an expression of our feelings. 
'r'ffhe hospitalities of the city ?;«»© tendered them and all passed off 
very pleasantly *( Seymour argued' in favor of the oxbon route, the less 
grade being the great thing in his favor.^ Tonight our citizens have ; 
a meeting to appoint men as a committee to place the whole matter in j 
charge of and act with Omaha in .protecting our interests, Mr. Dey _. ] 
has represented the advantage of his short lind over others- in several ; 
'Interviews and at Col, Ifmmons rej quest put his. arguments in writing, I- 
enclose copy of his letter; it is .unanswerable'*. We are represented j 
'strongly at Washington." . . 

On August 11th. I received. the following letter from H. X*. * 

Hoxie who was in charge of our transportation: ■ ;. . : •.* - : . { 

"I am going to Chicago tonight, shall be gone about- a 'wB ; ek •*•-'''''' * \j 

. .. Have.ma.de good progress in shipping. Got up. ahout two- con- - : 

str.uction trains. 1 have no news from Ool. Simpson. The report from- ; 

■ ' ■- ' i 

— — . _ __. ; __ ___■ j 
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Omaha is that he has, or will report unfavorably to that place, 
I don t believe he has made any report or that they know anything 
. about it. ° 

I hope he will do about right and that all will be satisfied 
and the road go ahead. 1 don't want any of this fighting about 
it hereafter. It makes a muss that we all have to mix in, and 
may become unpleasant. 

The Omaha folks are queer ones, and don't look to their 
interests at all. The only help they got from you and myself. 
I do think that Durant would have commenced at Bellevue if it had n 
not been for us, and I so told them; nevertheless they think i" 
am against them. 1 wish you would put them right on the subject. 

On August 22nd, Mr, Seymour, the Consulting Engineer of the 

Union Pacific wrote Mr, Ainsworth as follows:- 

Your two letters of the 8th and 14th inst, have been received 
as also the map, profiles and estimates directed to Mr. Durant, 

These are ail very satisfactory, although not quite so 'full 
in some respects^s I could wish. This defect woxild undoubtedly 
have been remedied if- you could have come here in person with the 
papers. 

As it is, however, I shall be ogliged to make the "most of it, 

Th@ 51,8 grade down the river is very gratifying both to 
myself and Col, Simpson, and you n^ed not be surprised if the 
result shows that this simple f?c& proves to be the turning point 
in the whole question. 1 shall change the grade to 31 feet, for 
convenien.ee of calculation, and add something to the cost to 
balance* 

I wish to show a comparative -estimate of the cost of reduc- 
ing the grades upon the entire old line to 40 ft, per mile , and of 
the entire new line, with grades of 31 feet to the summit, and not 
exceeding 20 ft, (ascending wes-terly) to the point of convergan.ee,. 

This you see will require considerable labor here, and 1 
would have preferred you to have made and certified to them. 

Col, Simpson was somewhat disappointed that you did not run 
a regular line with low grades down the Papillion and around the 
Bellevue table to a crossing from the Rocky shore above Bellevue. 

I shall be obliged to assume a line for this purpose, as 
It has', in his opinion, a very important bearing upon the argument. 

The Colonel has spent '-ost of his time here gathering 
information &c since he returned from Omaho , but left for Wash- 
ington on Sunday evening last, with a memorandum. of all the 
material facts necessary to commence his report. I hope to be 
able to place all the documents in his hands during the present 
week . " 

At the request of Col. Simpson, Mr. Peter A. Dey submitted 

his views of the change in this letter; 

Omaha, July 12, 1865, 

At your request to embody in writing the suggestions that in 
various conversations I have made in regard to the location of 
the Union Pacific Railroad from Omaha to the ^latte valley, I 
submit the following; 

The original location of the road was made by the company 
after the profiles and surveys of six ''different routes had been 

■ W ...... submit test: 

F /A 1st. From the mouth of the Platte river, following the valley, 

2nd. Prom Bellevue up the V;est Papilli-on. 
"'•-•, 3rd. The south or located line from Omaha west. 
...^ / 4th. The north line from Omaha, up the Military Creek, down 

^ Saddle Greek into the Pappillon, up its valley to a point nearly 
east of Fremont, and down Plum creek to the valley of the Platte, 
i/ 5th » From Florence westerly. 

* •- 6th-. From a point on Fish creek, between Desoto and Cuming 
City s and across into the fapptltiHH, ap fourth line. 

fhese surveys, I assume, furnish all the information required 
to decide the route , and all now in --ossession of the company 
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Y" except that much of line between Station No. 150 and the mouth 
I of Mud Creek, on the survey of the route recommended by Mr. -Sey- 

/ raour, consulting engineer, 

1 do not mean that all these lines were not susceptible of 
improvement, in detail, but that in the main thev covered all" t" 
claim for them. 

In the proposed change of location Mr. Seymour changes the 
line from station No. 150 to Station No. 900 and in this distance 
of fourteen niles he increases the length of the line nearly nine 
miles, and reduces the maximum grade's, evidently through 



comparison, he calls it, nine in twenl y- three- 



and reduces 
inadvertence j in the 
miles. 

He then submits a statement to four prominent railroad 
managers, asking them (I do not quote his language, but you can 
judge, whether 1 state it fairly) which of two lines, as practical 
men, they would adopt; -one of tiswnty- three miles in length, with 
maximum grades of eighty feet per mile, or one of thirty-two, with 
maximum grades of forty feet, at the terminus of a road several 
hundred miles of which have no grades to exceed ten feet per mile? 

The answer of each of these gentlemen is the longer! 

It seems to me that this question should have been stated 
(as an examination of the profile shows the grading to be done on 
the line Mr, Seymour advises) whether, with the maximu m grades 
of sixty-six feet go nig. west, and seventy-nine and twenty hun- 
dredths going east, on either side of this divergence, it would 
be expedient for the company to increase the length of their 
road nine miles in going fourteen to get rid of the like grades 
on portions of the intermediate fourteen miles? 

It is fair to presume that -their answers would have been 
as different from what it is as are the propositions submitted. 

It may be urged that these grades will ultimately be reduced. 
The easy excavation of the ridges between Omaha and the Elkhorn 
river renders the reduction of the intermediate grades practicable. 

-The fact is s the instructions of Mr. Durant, the acting 
manager of the ro&d, when directing the adoption of the highest 
grades on the direct line, were coupled with the explanation that 
when the business wants of the road required a reduction of grades, 
the haulage of the material would be done with cars, and thus the 
largest item in the cost of reduction would thereby be very much 
less than if attempted in the first construction of the road. 

You are familiar enough with the history of the leading 
roads of the older States to know that large amounts are being 
expended to shorten distance. The lew York Gentsal and the . 
Michigan Southern roads have each built more than one hundred 
miles of new road to shorten their lines twenty- two miles. 

The ascent of the Platte valley from the mouth of the river 
to the one- hundredth meridian of longitude is, on the line run, 
a distance of more than two hundred and fifty miles, about six 
feet per mile. Our survey shows that this much road, may be built 
with no grade to exceed ten feet per mile. 

An engine, according to Mr. Seymour's table would draw from 
this, as a terminus, fifty-six loaded cars, this entire distance 
on a forty- foot grade, for which he lengthens his road nine miles; 
its maximum load woulrl be twenty-five; on an eighty foot grade 
thirteen; or the relative power of an engine is not quite twice as 
muerh as on a forty- foot grade as an eighty but more than twice as 
much on a ten-foot grade than on a forty. 

Supposing the^increased line to be all that it is claimed 
that it may be made, the same argument would more than justify 
the increased distance required to fo-llow the Platte Valley. 

In this I leave out as an element ,the cost of construction 
which would be less per mile than on any other route, and yet 
assumed in my report" tod I think correctly, |hat the addition 
eighteen miles would prevent it from comparing favorably with 

other routes. " 

On page 4 of Mr. Seymour's report he uses tne following 
language : °"The maximum grade ascending westerly between Station 
No, and Station No. 150, the proposed point of divergence, is 
also shxty-six feet per mile; this portion of the line is nearly 
grade eL- and it is proposed n*t to change it at present, 
assumed that it will be changed hereafter to correspond 
maximum grade that may be adopted in ascending the valley of the 
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'•j-"" Pap 111 ion. This, question is reserved for future consideration, 
I with a view, however to such future change it is recommended that 
| for the present as little money as practicable he expended in 
I grading the valley of Mud Creek between Station 150 and 'a point where 
J a line with moderate grades in both directions would naturally leave 
| this valley to enter -the valley of the Missouri river." 
ji 1 can interpret this language, guarded as' it is, in no other 
I way than that Mr. Seymour advises the company to use his route, for 
( the present, and until the business of' the road is increased suffi™ 
i ciently to require lighter grades, then to make the eastern outlet 
1' at or near Bellevue a 

I If this "be the legitimate meaning, it is clear that the eastern 
j part of his line is merely a temporary accomodation to Omaha, 
( and the who e line out of any fair comparison, except as a part 
" of a line from Rellevue to the ElMiorn river, and the discussion 
" must come "back to the located route from Omaha and the line fr--om 
■i Bellevue a 

On these line, "before the company had taken any action, 'I com- 
Emitted myself most unequivocally, as an engineer, in favor of the 

latter, as" you will see Tjt' reference to my report, 
> If the company erred in their location,, it was with the facts. 
\ fully before them; how far outside influences, importance of the 
I points interested, political considerations, prospective eastern 
j! connections, or other causes, wieghed with them, I cannot tell.' 
* The location was filed, and the business interests of western 
I' Iowa and Nebraska began to accommodate themselves to it, when the 
.change was ordered. Its effect has been to unsettle everything, 
, and leave a deep feeling of distrust as to what may follow. 
;" It makes comparatively little difference how questions of this 
.? kind are settled, providing that when dene they are settled 
" permanently; and although a change of terminal point and route 
; would work financial ruin to many men, and render the property in 
; > these town utterly valueless, yet the enterprise and energy that have 
s built on the frontier Council Bluffs and Omaha, under so many disad- 
: vantages , will, in a few years, build up other points equally impor- 
tant at the terminus of the road. 
i There is an elasticity in the west that enables men to recover 

' rapidly from financial misfortune; still the policy of government 
has been to cherish rather than cripple individual enterprise. 

For this reason, it is to be hoped that no course will be 
pursued by the company, or 'allowed by the government that will 
add temporary importance to these places, with a view of eventually 
leaving them one side, 

1 trust that when your report shall have been acted upon, no 
question will ever again arise as to where the terminus of the Pacific 
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Road will be 



<r< 



Peter A, Dey, 




p. S. Since writing the above, it has. occurred to me that the 
direct line of the New York Central road from Syracuse to fochester 
is only eighty wiles; the old road over one hundred. Having no 
means of ascertaining accurately, I refer to it with a .view of having 
nothing in this, either in statement or inference, that will not be 
sustained by facts. It does not affect the argument, if it is only 
eio-htv miles of new road built to save twenty-two miles distance. 
"° " I have quoted Mr. Seymour as the authorized exponent of the 
views of the company. They published his 'report and acted upon its 
suggestions, and they cannotn, by denial, separate their policy from 
Mie legitimate inferences to be drawn from the report. 

On Aiffluat 26, 1865 , Mr. Durant , in a letter to Col. J. H » 

-Simpson set forth the company's position in the matter and objected to 
Mr. Dey's taking any part in the work of Col, Simpson^ and criticised 
Mr. Dey very severely. In his letter he said the company did not feel 
disposed to rely upon the judgment of Mr, Dey in this matter and his 
position not being such as rendered it necessary that he should be 
consulted, his opinions were, not asked, either before or after its 
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execution," This was certainly a very singular treatment of an 
engineer £n charge of the road. He also stated that the Hon, Jesse L. 
■ Williams j one of the Government Directors, together with Colonel 

Silas Seymour, the Consulting Engineer of the Company, vl sited Omaha 
for the purpose of examing the country, and inspecting the work. 
They severally recommended, the company to change the location of the 
road between Omaha and the Platte Valley so as to avoid the maximum 
grades of eiglty feet per mile upon the line being constructed and sub- 
stitute g therefore a line with maximum grades of forty feet per 

mile, 

on the ground 

Colonel Simpson, after a thorough examinations on September 

A, 

25s, 1885, reported to the Secretary of the Interior "that, the ?.lre 
from Omaha down the Missouri Valley across the River bluff, to tfuddy 
Creek and dov-.n ino PaJjpilHon Valley route, at or near station 421 and 

h 

. vxr thence on said r^ute to the Valley of the ElKhora as shown on the 
\ ^,, accompanying map #4, with ruling grades of 30 ft. per mile ascending, 
/ \ westward and eastward is 15^ better tian any other route that could 
be built holding the terminus at Omaha. JT" 

This decision was approved by the Secretary of the Interior 
; find by the President. jThis was an entirely different line from what 



\A / the company had ordered Mr, Dey to locate originally, and a different 
{ \" /\ line from what Col. Seymour had recommended and from the line which 
V"the company had already built- A The line of Col. Simpson was what 
was known as the Child's lhJ.]l line and its engineering capabilities 
had been set forth bot& by myself and Mr. Dey in the surveys wo made 
but the railroad company never built that portion of thv line running 
from the station at Omaha two miles south of Omaha down the Missouri 
Valley then, turning ¥est and cutting through the bluffs to Muddy 
Creek, with a 50 foot grade, which Col. Simpson adopts instead of 
the 68 ft grade from Omaha station to -summit west of Omaha. 
y' , This location ofGol* Simpson's, eliminated that portion of the 
t\"^ original line extending from Omaha three miles to the summit with a 
\\'"-1 60 and 68 ft. grade and runddown Muddy and then up the Papniilon; 

if also failed to eliminate the 80 foot grade at Elkhorn", ^h&Co-mu^^ 
made their coY\sirviMoy\i rov . ! : he. summit to a point on the Dey o-rxginal ■ 
line v_.^...,-.— ^..^ 17 miles west of Omaha w-vls ,,- - 'm- ,«.««;- '■-».,„ ,. so 
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that thoy really added nine .;,i.]os of -'Us'tanee ir 



14 i..i]es o-f" res- 



Gen the first, forty unties of roe' 1 waaa§*s exav.in.ed and aeoeted 



by the Government, conaiss J oners , they absolutely iynor? 



d a r -' 



c ^ . "j j, o n 



of the '7o' ( 'Prra;i^nt end accepted the rood from Gmabs rest to the summit 







with a 60 foot- "rade, tGoui tahinr; the obasyed line, vhieh the coaipany 
pad built a^gsfen d 0Wn tin*, buddy and up the t'aftpiilion to + ho Jl'Wlle- fcoiTrl- . 



then the Dey lino coins ^own into the Klkhorn with it; 



oo 



rase . 



y„ So far as the changes are concerned, the line out of Cuaha with the 
'' CO foot yrade is used today to the Onieha sumuilt, althouyh the original 
Dey line tins been constructed by the Company since 1C00, cut Lin"; out 
the f- uiil^e -T extra distance and re^uciny all the yrades, after 
.reaohiny the snuruit at Ouniha to 4G feet per He. 

Col, Simpson was yoverned in his ^ e o i s i o n first by his dewsrid- 
Iny of the Company an ayreenent "that ;j «___-l»y, Wv- counane ^h«uU, ;_+ 
amend the Mir 1 Greek location h; conaoetiny it v/ith the Imne recently 
surveyed V-y b.r » Ainsrorth from Guiana, down the botroa of th ■ Missouri 



Valley, two miles, cutting through he Buuff to j,.ur» dree. 



i, ar,n t do nee 



to the '"alley of the i-lkho rn, * ith ruliny yrades o r Go'fdp 






uiilo f esoendino; both eastward on^ westward, it is" iisportsnl Ihaf I 
receive the. assurance of the compare fn that. effee + --a {hu .,•■•/ 

I ' -.. 

reasoniny :nn y apply to the new lipe so amended, r-aid not to tin: line 
as laid down on the amp aocoa^psnyiny the arcui&ent . 2 

. Upon receipt of tGis, the Coapany on August 39 , 1SC5» sent 
L . o 1 . 3 in: p s o n 1 1 1 e f o 1 1 o v: i n s 



"The fore> 



\fr f, it p q Qiy. Q p t, ; 



;oinr; comma u.cnl ios : 






! Q ! o f; 
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t. o 



addressed hv t o rv, -„,,.... + T?~r, •' , ti '- ,l ' '-"-' » 

o^^^t tt -•' Dui ;; at , J atsq "' vice-proairtent of this ooana 

n ^ 1 ?! J ? 1 J - TT - ■••i"ipson, United o tate3 enyineers, respecting t?- poI's 
oi this compsny in regard to the location of t.hn ,i.^ ;« r + i ^ C 



between the 



^f^ i : x J;^: r ^ tlh - H atte Valley, .havi^ been submitted ensp^ 
J : ' h"^ v- !I^f tlve oo^ittee o^ the Union Pacific raSDro-.T 
:^'Fi y ^-reby xully approved,. i n witness whereof th P y e e-> t -- v 

of the coiiipsnv j :-, direet^s t-^ n-^rtv +v,„ „ * ul,t " t'-'-ry 

c 3 „V "• tUvl1 to d.ili-.x the corporate seal of the coaman 



Seal 

I certify that the a! ove is 
Executive committee of this cooipartv 



a true cony fro,; ' he minutes of the 

Charles T-Ule, Secretary, 

Per,- y.F.runker, Asst. Secretary, 



„ . IS ( Ml ^ $evk 

^"Ouis:, t,oi;, see-Lsion was controlled to a certa 



letter of n . p. &±. 



• ain extent by a 
Jinsworth, the division bnyineer in ohsrge of the rood 
since ,,r. Dey left, to Col. Seymour written 
letter nas -ulna it ted to Col. 
the couipany as follows; 



n on Aug. 14, 18G5 in which 
Uoipsoi; as a pert of the arausaent of 
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The building of the #4 line, the. line recommended by fi l 
Simpson would save over the original line nearly one mill ion 
dollars in cost "and AinSwowfcth said it was utterly impractical 
to reduce the grades to forty feet per mile on the old line. Mr. 
Dey in his letter to Col. Simpson shows plainly that what lie had "in 

view was the reducing of these grades to forty feet and since the 
yearlQOQ the Union Pacific has reduced the grades on the' Dey line ■ 
between the Omaha summit and Elkhorn to 40 feet showing how abso- 
ifctely wrong both Simpson and Ainsworth wer ; : in the estimate of 
the improvements that coul^ be made on the Dey line, tat Col. Simp- 
son only adopted this #4 line on the basis that it was necessary to 
have the road eoumience at Omaha as a terminal and in his report he 
says : 

ViewecUimply as a problem in engineering to select the 
best 'route to connect the Union Pacific railroad with the MisBOU&l 
Rivey, the result is unquestionably, as the table shows, in -favor cf 
line #5 or the Belle vue route." 

He holds this route 30,f better than all the others con- 
sidered. He says the fact is apparent to anyone conversant with 
the topography of the country around Omaha aiv'' Bellevue or examin- 
ing the maps and profiles that the present necessitated and proposed 
route #4 bending as it does towards and with three wiles of Bellevue, 
must ....eventuate in a change of the terminal of the railroad and site 
for crossing of the Missouri River from Omaha to Bellevue, He also 
predicted that railroads coming from the East would eventually force 
the terminal at Bellevue and thought that the change ought to be 
made- then and also considered the Bellevue crossing for a bridge 
much superior to any other. 

Time has disapproved all these predictions of Col. Simpson, 
None of the roads have ever; attempted to cross at Bellevue, The 
Burlington, in crossing the Missouri , crossed at plattsmouth 
on the south side of the Platte. All the roads connecting with 
the Union Pacific so far have come to the terminal at Council- 
Bluffs, not one has gone to Bellevue./ The bridling of the Missouri 
at Bellevue--' 1 ". was very thoroughly examined and if the main ■line 
started, from there, it would have hat to be a draw-bridge, which 
is impracticable over the Missouri River. The cost would have 
been far tnore to hold the stream to the dra?# ~bM : dgb ' thS&Hn© !l -o 
"extra (post of the high bridge at Omaha. 
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On September 15th, I received a letter from Mr. Dey on ths 
Simpson report as follows;- 




When I parted with you at St. Louis, it was my intention to 
follow you the next day to Leavenworth; After reflecting Rome time 
afterwards, 1 concluded that it would involve the neglect' of some ' 
matters that perhaps mgght suffer by my continued absence and re- 
luctantly gave it up. 

I sent you with this a copy of Col, Simpson's report, ..The 
report s 1 look upon as a fine one and its inference in the main 
correct. The great mistake he makes is that he compares the cost 
of reducing grades on the direct line at the present high price? of 
doing the work; hauling ii the material with teams'- for~the long 
haulage j when he should have compared it as it- would have "been 
done hauled by oars and taken out gradually, when labor was cheap. 
With this method of doing the work would make the direct line 
superior to any of the others except the Bellevue line, which 
is without any question the best that can- be laid out of the valley 
of the Missouri'. Mr, Dun ant, you will see by i liquid o attacks me- 
this is not the manly course that 1 expected from him and look 
upon it as the meanness of Ed Cook and John E. Henry concentrated 
spiced by a little of Seymour's peculiar sauce. 

His statement is false, as no person ever examined my accounts 
or has sent for that purpose, I picked out such vouchers as pro- 
perly belonged to Hoxie's contract and passed them over to Henry's' 
bookkeeper. 1 never have heard from the lew York office or else- 
where ghat a sing e one of my vouchers were not entirely satisfactory* 
If Durant had said I had mismanaged the work or expended a dollar 
that did not legitimately go into the work, T r^uld ,have made him 
prove it. or back out and own up-- as it is 1 the illcfttas |jrg beneath and 
unworthy of hire. It is not worth while for me to explain these 
things to you. I contend 1 am right in that location if Omaha was 
to be the starting point; if Bellevue, my report written before the, 
location was decided ife too clear to be questioned. I nev-r owned a 
dollar's worth of property in Omaha, and expressed my determination 
never to, when I went there 



• t 
am 



satisfied that I could have built tile first hundred miles 



of road, if left to manage the work, 
less than it will cost, Mr. Durant, 
know that, and he certainly is shyrp 
Write me ^occasionally when you 
Miat will inter-e-st me occurs," 



as my judgment dictated, $500,000 
1 think, should, by this time, 
enough to comprehend this. 
have the leisure, or anything 
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On September 9th, James A. Evans reported to Mr, Ainsworth 

on the Cache la Poudre route as follows : 

"Presuming the Cache la Poudre crossi ng of the Black Hills 
to he the one finally adopted, 1 am decidedly of the opinion that 
we should orss the Platte River at the best point "beloir the Loup 
Fork and the South Fork, well up towards the mountains where it is 
comparatively insignificant j my reauons are that the bridging would 
not he increased, the road while in course of construction would com- 
mand the travel hotter, while it would certainly save a crossing to a 
any southern connection. The references in your note to telegrams 
coming thick and fast, 1 think 1 can understand and am glad to find 
that they have not the power to annoy you, 1 discovered some time 
ago that sensitiveness in employees of the U.P.R.R. was not a 
paying or a pleasant feeling." 

On September 27th, Cgden Edwards who was making the surveys 

in the Platte Valley country, wrote Mr. Ainsworth in relation to 

the necessity of breakihg the one hundred-mile tangent in this 

valley as follows : 

"Your letter was received this morning, just as I was start- 
ing for the field, I will send the leYals from East side of the Loup 
to Station 5000 "by today 1 s mail. The levels from 4400 to river, 
are in level hook in office marked "Levels from Fremont to Colum- 
buS" located line. As Mr, Case probably informed you, 1 found error 
in former line. This has arisen from making offsets instead of 
turning angles. This changed all calculations baaed on that line. 

Yesterday came in sight of Bluffs and found as 1 expected 
from the departure of the line from former tangent the error, then th 
line mould hit there, was in hopes there might he an error the other 
way to balance, but it does not so appear, I telegraphed you this 
morning before receiving your letter, asking you to come up as I 
wished to advise with you In regard to line, The ang ! e to miss the 
Bluff will be very small and seems too bad that the line should not 
be straight, as it might be too near Wood River, besides by being 
1000 to 1200 ft. farther south at this point 8187 we should avoid 
a deep slough which we cross seven times in going from station 7820 
to 7886, we cross on land from 200 to 600 ft. on each side of the 
line cannot he surpassed for the distance run. 1 do not suppose' the 
time can be. afforded to change the line and will have to make the 
angle south." 

On September 29, 1885, Mr. Evans wrote me in regard to |he 

progress he had made on the Black Hills as follows; 

f ,f In answer to your telegram from Denver, asking for inforaia- 

x | tion as to routes in the Black Hills, I will try briefly to give you 
\1 the results of this, and last season, merely stating in advance that 
as 1 have just returned from the field the figures below may be 
slightly modified,, not however to an extent to interfere seriously 
with the comparisons, 

fly line of last year was via Wilbach, Cheyenne Pass, Bridger 
Pass and Bitter Greek*' The line of this year from La Porte (Cache 
la Poudre Line) intersects the line at the beginning of the Laramie 
River. , is 

For the purpose of comparing distances, it will be necessary 
to consider Julesburg on the Platte, a comimn starting point, as the 

Cheyenne Pass route would follow Lodge Pole Creek easterly, the 
Cache-la. Poudre line the south fork of the Platte. Assuming Camp 
falbaoh to be ten miles nearer than La Porte to Julesburg, the distance 
■to the' common point on the Laramie River would be, Cheyenne Pass 
187 miles, Cache la Poudre 236 miles; 49 miles in favor of the * 
Oneyenne Pass, 

To compensate for this lossof distance gradients are in 
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favor 'of Cache la Poudre , with the additional advantages of more fully 
accomodating and controlling the Colorado trade. Thegrade via Cheyenn 
, Pass (over the Black Hills are pretty generally abofee the maximum 
'(116 ft), via Cache' la Poudre, below that limit and are much lighter 
for' one .third the distance over the hills. 'The. foot of steep grade 
< is 20 miles ef ! west of La Porte. 
■ ' Distance from La Port to Summit (Cache la Poudre line) 43 miles. 

" " Camp Walbach " (Cheyenne' Pass) 15 " : 
• Altitude of Summit above Tide (Cache la Poudre) '8050 ft. 
" ■ " " tt " (Cheyenne Pass* 8600 ft. 
" " La ported 5050 feet, Altitude of Gimp lalbacfa 
- 7050 ft. 

■ 'The salient points in construction would be on the Cheyenne ^*****" 
Pass line. A tunnel of 1500, feet. at the summit and deep ravines on ; 
the Western slope. On the -Cache la Poudre line, the crossing 'of : 

Poison and Bale Greeks as far as the work is concerned perhaps' there . - 
' is not much 'to choose. We have still another crossing of the same *— -"' : 
Black Hills, leafing our Cheyenne ;Pass line about two miles west 'of Camp ! 
Walbach, and bending southerly cutting off and crossing the tributaries . \ 
of Crow Creek. The grades on the :line are within the limit . The ■ 
line connects with the Cache la poudre line on the Lararie plain east 
of the common point of the' other lines above referred to, the Crow 
Craek lino is 208 miles- long, vizj from Julesburg to the Laramie River, 
making it 30 miles shorter than the Cache- la Poudre, and 19 miles long- 
er than the Cheyenne line. The work oh the Crow Creek line is somewhat- 
heavy, and the allignments objectionable, as by it we have to make 
nearly the same summit as via iaehe la Poudre, 

" '' then my office work is further advanced, will try and send you 
condensed profile, in gratitude for the very great promptness with which 
you have furnished us with aid this season, and for which 1 feel under 
personal obligations to you. ; * , 

I shall always be glad to furnish you with any information I : 
may have aa to our mountain work." 

On October 18tM, Mr. H. M. iHoxie wrote me from St. Josep-h-as 

follows: \ 

„ n I returned from Omaha on Sunday., where 1 went to meet. Durante ; 
He remained there one week. Stirred up Henry and the others pretty 
well. They did more business than they had in a whole summer. We 
'have about 18 miles of road in running order and laying about one- \ 
half mile per day." v : 

«^ 

On October 26th, Dr. George L. Miller wrote me from Omaha as , ; 

follows; : 

"I have' an article, as you ;will see, on this damnable Indian 
arrangements defending you from responsibility., &c-. 1 am a friend ; 
of the Dodge 'family in particular : and in generaly, and if I compli- . ■: 
meat the military head of it too much tell Mrs. Bodge that my pen 
usually runs. itself when it gets started upon the subject of its 

• master's friends. 

The Pacific R. R. Co* must have what is known as a transfer 
arrangement at Omaha, for the removal of its freights, going east and 
west and for persons and baggage also* It is usally done by a company 
formed for the purpose. I want to be its head and its tail under the 
wing of Durant, making such Interests as he may dictate, of course, 
yourself being in the ring, for his friends. This states the whole 
case and I am working for the company with all' my might and giving 
ever? paper and every man the devil who says a word against him or. 
the Co!, They have called me "Durant", "ThoBas% "Tom" and every other 
name for standing by your counsels and advice to Omaha and they now 
cease railling at me and see the evil of their ways. The Republican 
came out the other day with a local fling at the Ox Bow. 1 went after 
it with hot shot, as 1 intend doing in every case and am sustained in 
it 1 am bringing our people to appreciate what this great road is. 
1 have no claim on Dr. Durant, nor on you, for this but if the Dr. 
befriends anybody here, as 1 think it is his interest to do in the • 
transfer matter,' I intend he shall not be ignorant that the editor 
of the Herftld is and has been as you well know, faithful when others 
faltered When Durant was here, 1 alluded to you and my seeing you 
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he said he did not write even you' what he wanted because he did not 
want to embarass you. . We want you -here. Get here as soon as 
possible,"* if (4 

On April 2nd, Mr. S. B. Reed took one Assistant with him, 

went by stage to Salt .Lake and organized his parties, made a survey 

from Salt Lake to the mouth of Weber, up the Weber to the mouth of 

Echo and up and across to' the head of the Muddy to Black Pork and 

from Black Fork to Green river, connecting with the Evans line 

coming from the East, He also examined the route which had been 

formerly examined by Mr. Young up the Timpanagas , and found it 

impractical. 

Mr, Reid describes his trip 'by stage from Omaha as follows,: 

at Ft. Kearney and followed it 
We Ut-m%k,,^ the Platte River Yalley^all the way un to the Cache la 
Poudre, through Virginia Dale up and 'over the Black Hills, through 
Cherokee Pass, aciress the Laramie plains, past Rook Creek and Coopers 
on to Wagon House Creek across the Medicine Bow, where we took such 
a good breakfast with Russell (who had been murdered later in the 
spring), on to Ft. Halleok, through Rattle Smake Pass and down the 
Creek to the desert beyond, away to the North Platte through the 
Bridger Pass, down Muridy to Green River, to Black Fork, past Church 
Butte and Ft. Bridger, up the Muddy -and Quaker Asp to Bear River 
and tip the Weber to Bitter Creek and Parlayy-'tsVer the divide and 
down, down to Hardez and over the-. Little Mountain and out by Camp 
Douglass to the beautiful city of the Saints. 

We left the station in Bear River valley after supper. The 
night was pleasant, with a full moon, and 1 took my seat'on the box 
with the driver. About an hour's ride from the river, we passed 
the needles which are high pointed peaks of rock towering a thousand 
feet perpendicular from the road side, and in the moon light present- ■ 
ed.the grandest sight you can imagine,, Soon after passing the needles 
we crossed the divide between Bear and Weber rivers and entered the 
head of E cho G anyon, down which we traveled thirty miles to Weber 
River. 

The scenery down the capyon is grand beyond description, and 
I rode with the driver until two o'clock in the night when we arrived 
at Weber station, where we remained until -?.fter breakfast* This is 
the thirteenth night from Atchison and the last night of our stage 
ride. The Weber Villey is well settled and forms a striking contrast 
with the barren, desolate country we have passed over for the 
last six hundred miles. 

From Weber the stage road passes over the Wasatch range of 
mountains, forty miles to great Salt Lake City, Prom the summit 
to the city is a fearful ride down the steep declivities and through 
canyons to within four miles of the city, where we get the first 
sight of the city and Salt Lake which most agreeably disappoints' 
every one that ever crosses the plains. 

When we approached the city from the canyon down which the 
road winds, all were anxious to see the valley after traveling so many 
days over a comparative desert, I was expecting to see a fine agri- 
cultural district. Judge my surprise on first viewing the valley to 
see spread out before us for many miles, south, west and north, a 
country thickly settled and cultivated with great care and labor, 
every farm being well fenced, with good substantial buildings, orchards 
of peach and apples in abundance and everything indicating a thriving 
industrious and happy people. 

The city is regularly laid out, the streets wide and the blocks 
and lots at least twice as large as in Joliet. In the gutters on 
each side of the streets runs a stream of pur| mountain water and 
so arranged that every lot in the city can be irrigated and a water 
commissioner regulates the water going to each lot, at regular periods* 

I have never been in a town of this size in the United States 
where everything is kept in such perfect order as in this city of 
the saints* No hogs or cattle allowed to run at large in the streets 
and every available nook of ground is made to bring forth fruit, 
vegetables or flowers for man's use. From the hillsides back of the 
-ity you would imagine an immense forest, so numerous are the peach 
apple and shade trees „ 
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Since _ my arrival I have made the acquaintance of a- number of 
the church dignitaries, also the governor of the territory. Governor 
Reed cheerfully furnishes me with all the information about the 
country in his .possession and urges -me to make- his office mine while 
in the city. He is very anxious to have the mineral wealth of the 
territory developed and was much pleased to learn from me the properties 
of some specimens that he has recently secured. The population of the 
; city is 20, 000, but a very large proportion children. Yesterday 
\ 1 was invited to take a walk -through 'President Brigham Young's- grounds , 
i All are surrounded by a high stone wall, Within the enclosure are 
\| all the offices with their various occupants pertaining to church go ver- 
v nment . Large and costly buildings have been erected for their accomo- 
dation. Also withint the enclosure are shops, mills and manufacturing 
establishments of various kinds which -make one think he is in a busy 
New England city. The buzz of machinerys is- heard on every side. The 
portion, devoted to the education of his family is most beaut illy 
laid out and ornaments. 

I organized my party with the -following outfit: Qaea four-mule 
and two two-mule teams, with tents, camp equipage, tools and instru- 
ments for the survey. All told, teamsters, cook,- engineering party, 
we are seventeen. The big dog makes eighteen,, He. is quite useful as ■ 
camp guard to give notise of the vicinity of wolves or other animals. 

1 coiaaenced the survey forty miles north of the city of the 
sainijs at a point where the Weber river enters the Valley of Great 
Salt Lake from the mountains, and run up the Weber river through 
the canyon. The scenery is magnificent, mountains composed of granite 
and gneiss towering four to five thousand feet almost perpendicular 
above us. The deep narrow gorge in which the river runs is only about 
S00 or 400 feet wide and is the wildest place 'you can imagine," 

"Everything here is expensive, flour $14.00 per 100#; bacon 80^ 
per pound; potatoes :"4,00 per bushel; oats $4,00 per bu. and everything 
in proportion. Coffee $1,25 per lbj Sugar $1,00 per pound" 

After gaining camp on July 3rd, he wrote: 

"One day last week there was a band of Indians, the first we 
have seen, camped near us. They were of the Utah and were going 
north to meet the Saafees.to trade with them. The chief Sandpit z and 
his squaw took breakfast with us and I gave him a little flour and 
bacon to distribute among his. band. He talks some English and was 
well pleased with his reception and treatment, I have heard from him 
since and he says that we can go any where in his country with perfect 
security. 

When they first came into camp, the first question asked was, 
who we were and what ter were doing. We told h5m we were from Salt 
Lake and looking out routes for a road. He then asked if we were 
working Cor Brigham Young and when satisfied that we were, all -was 
right with them. All the Indians in this country fear and respect the - 
head of the church in Utah." 

it \k 

On July 24th%rom Ham's Pork, Idaho Territory, he says: 

M T have been to Salt Lake City, stayed their two days* The 
reason of my goine: was on account of dissatisfaction among the men ■ 
about wages. They had all been talking of leaving the work for 
' gome time and I agred with them to remain until we could get to Muddy 
which empties into Green river- which would, be over the mo.st difficult 
part of the work, and I would go in and see the President, The result 
was that he wrote ks 1 expected he would, a severe letter to the boys 
bidding them complete all the work 1 have for them to do before 
showing themselves in Salt Lake City, since which I have not heard 

a word about pay. ■' .... .,„ + *,,,„ 

I would give more for a good gang of men from Illinois than 
twice the number from here to do work with. They all treat me with 

respect, but can't be hurried beyond their natural gait, which is.not 
the swiftest in the world when at work, but full of fun and mischief, 
constantly playing jokes on each other when not at work-, one of MrfMi 
happened a few days ago . 
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A green Englishman, one of the night -guard, discovered, high 
up on the top of the mountain what lie thought w.as a mountain sheep, 
which was at least 4000 feet high and one mile distant. He came running 
at a break- ne fek pace to camp for a gun to shoot the sheep . The boys • 
immediately discovered, the sheep to be a rock, which, no doubt, would 
measure tons. The Englishman shot several time's and the boys declared 
that the 'first shot killed the sheep. The poor Johnny Bull started as 
fast as he could run and scrambled up the steep mountain for bis prize 
and di scovered how badly he had. been sold, and came back crest-fallen 
as 'need be, the poor fellow has not heard the last of it- and will not 
until the end of the company. 

The difference in the price of gold and currency in Salt Lake 
was," at that time f>5 in gold and from §10 to $12 in currency and one 
half bushel of ' potatoes, 'for which he paid $3.00' and one dozen small 
onions cost fifty cents." 

After reaching Green "River, he returned to Salt Lake and on 

Wednesday, August 17th , v he says; 

"The Indians have stolen all the stage stock west of Ft . Kearney 
to Julesburg which interrupts mail communications and all letters will 
be sent via California until stage .communication is resumed and perhaps 
I may go home that way. ' . 

My tent is pitched in President Young's yard, wh&cfe I have a 
nightly guard of fity men in my immediate vicinity to keep off all 
outsiders* 1 ' 

On his return in December 24, 1864, lie made the following report, 
of his summer's work: 

Joliett," 111. Dec, 24, 1364. 

Sir:- According to instructions, dated March 7th, 1814, I have the 
pleasure of submitting the following report of my explorations and 
surveys in the Mountains east in the vicinity of Great Salt Lake City. 

On reporting in Omaha, Nebraska, the 2nd day of April 1st, 1 
found the arrangements were not made for me to leave immediately for 
Salt Lake City, 

While in Omaha, information was received that the 1st Asst. 
assigned to my party declined the appointment- Mr. A. J. Mathewson was 
transferred to fill the vacancy. 

Arrangements for our joui ney being completed, we left Omaha, 
April 30th, via "Western Stage Company's line, for A chison, Kansas where 
we were delayed until the 7th of May before we could secure our seats 
in the Overland, stage for Great Salt Lake City. 

I was informed that Gogvernor Brigham Young would furnish all 
my men with teams and supplies for the survey. 

When I arrived in Great Salt Lake City, he was absent on a tour 
to Bear Lake Valley, in the northern part of the territory 

His absence caused a few days delay, however, arrangements were 
soon made and we commenced field work the first day of June last . 

Great Salt Lake City to the mouth of Weber Canon, 

The point of commencement is in the northwest part of the city, 
near Jordan" River, which is connected by courses and. distances wlith the 
monument at the southeast corner of Temple Block, in north latitude . 
40° 15' 44" west longitude 112 16, 18, The altitude of the beginng of 
the line, as shown on the profile is 4,285.3 feet above the sea. 

From the point of commencement the line runs near the base of 
the mountains, in a northerly direction, past Warm and Hot Springs, 
and in the vicinity of Great Salt Lake, to the mouth of Weber Canon, 
a distance of 36 1/2 miles. .' 

By referring to the map and profile, you will observe, that 
five or Mx miles of this distance can be saved by making a short 
tunnel through the low hills 'near the base of the mountans. 

Careful surveys and estimates will determine between the line 
run and the' one suggested. The' amount of excavation and bridging on 
this portion of the line is light, easy grades and alignment good. 

The altitude at the mouth of the 7/eher Canon is 4,655.5. above 
the sea, 
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Weber Canon. 

On arriving at the mouth -of this canon, we found it' to be very 
narrow. The general course is direct. .The sides of the canon slope back 
■to an angle which will admit the road bed feeing made on the slope when 
necessary,, 

he river at the mouth of the canon Is 120 feet wide, and from 
gour to six -feet deep, being swollen at the time 'of the survey Jiy melting 
of snow. on the mountains. It has a strong, powerful current over the 
bed of water worn stones, and fallen rocks of immense size. 
There is one obstacle to be overcome in this narrow gorge, known as the 
Devil's Gate* A heavy point projects from the south into the valley. 
This deflects the river 600 feet north of its general direction. The 
water rushes around this bend with tremendous force, where it is imposs- 
ible to build the road on account of the short crooks, and the rapid 
fall in the river. 

To overcome this obstruction, 1 1/2 miles of maximum grade (116 
feet per mile)- will be required. The line below the Gate winds along 
Mae side of the canon, crossing ravines and projecting points of rock* 
From the Gate to the head of the gorge no heavy work is encountered. 

The excavation through the canon will be loose or solid rock. 
Granite and gneiss predominate. 

At the upper end of the gorge 40 l/2 miles af ma from Great 
Salt Lake City, the mountains recede to the right and left, leaving a 
valley from one-half to three miles wide, and 15 l/s miles in length. 
Here the grading and bridging will not be expensive. Easy grades and 
curves of long radius are obtained. There is rock for masonry at con- 
'venient distances on either side of the valley. A limited supply of 
-timber can be obtained in the canons for cross ties and bridge purposes. 
The place from which a supply of timber for railroad purposes through 
the mountains can be procured, will hereafter be described. 

From the uppr end of this valley, the mountains close in upon the 
river, forming a narrow crooked canon sis miles long. The river winds 
from side to side of the narrow gorge, making frequent crosses necessary. 
The excavation and bridging will be expensive. About one-half the exca- 
vation will be rock. Black limestone, carboniferous sandrook, and clay 
slate are the prevailing rocks. 

Two short tunnels will be required, one at station 1,043, four 
hundred feet long, and one at station 1,085, four hundred feet long. 
The high point crossed by the line at station 1,053 to 1,072 can be 
avoided by the located line. See map and profile. In this canon there 
is one mile that is very narrow. 

The "debris" on both sides of the river, sloped to the water's ^ 
edge. During storms of rain, or sudden melting of snow, great quantities 
of loose rock slide down the side of the mountain into the river. 

Expensive retaining walls will be necessary to protect the road- 
bed. Prom this place to the mouth of Echo Canon (5 1/2 miles) the 
valley is wide and of a very uniform surface. Stone, for what few 
bridges are required, can be obtained at convenient distances on bo#h 
sides of the river. 

Mineral coal was seen in place, in the Weber Valley , two miles 
below the mouth of Echo Creek. The dip of the rock indicates that if 
coal is found north of this place, it will be below the bed of "-'eber 

River, 

The altitude of Weber Valley at the mouth of Echo Canon, is 
5,555 above the sea. The .average grade from the Devil's Gate, 29 1/2 
miles „ is 22 98/l00 feet per mile. The grade is somewhat undulating, 
but generally very uniform, as a reference to profile will show. 

From the mouth of Weber- Canon to this place there will be sixteen' 
bridges over Weber River. Some tributary streams and numerous irrigating 
ditches will have to be crossed, ■ " 

1 will remark here, that the profile of the line from Great Salt 
Lake City through the Wasatch Mountains via Weber Valley to this place, 
78.3 miles, is much more favorable than I expected to find. 

prom the mouth of Echo Canon to the east branch of Sulphur Creek 
two lines were run- one via Echo Greek, crossing the divide between 
Weber and Bear Rivers, at the head of Echo; thence down a tributary 
of Bear Riv-r to the same, up Bear River to the mouth of Sulphur ^ Creek 
and up Sulphur to the east branch of the same stream. This line will 
hereafter be more fully described. The other line continues tip the 
valley of the Weber ever 75' miles, without encountering any heavy work 
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to the 'mouth of Chalk, or Miite Clay Creek. Prom information received 
from various sources before leaving Omaha, and after arriving in Utah, 
1 was led to believe that this valley would prove to be the most fav- 
orable, if not the only practical rotate over the high divide between 
Weber and Bear Rivers. It was therefore, with great anxiety that we 
worked our way up the valley of this stream to the summit. • 

The first two miles up Chalk Creek Valley is through well cul- 
tivated farms. Then the valley narrows to a aanon one mile in length, 
onely wide enough for the bed of the stream and quite crooked. The 
rock y points from opposite sides of the creek projecting past each 
other will cause heavy rock excavation. From here the valley opens, 
and for a distance of 18 miles the excavation and embankment will 
be comparatively light. 

The average ascending grade from the mouth of the creek to 
this place is 64,12 feet per mile, almost three times as much as the 
average in the Weber Valley above the Devil's Gate, 

The approach to the summit is made with 5 3/4 miles of maximum 
grade. The excavation and embankment will be expensive. At the summit 
a tunnel j 2,700 feet in length, will be required, through carboniferous 
sand rock, with expensive approaches at each eng. The altitude is 
7,834 feet above the sea. This is the highest point reached in the 
survey. In the mountains, to the south, there is a large tract of 
line timber, suitable for railroad purposes, accessible to fror this 
point. Prom the summit of Bear Riber the country is very much cut up 
by various small tributaries of Yellow Creek. It is necessary to cross 
the' drainage, with the 'line. This makes a heavy work, as will be seen 
on the profile . 

While explorng the country at the head of Chalk Creek, * became 
satisfied that it was impossible to cross the divide between Weber and 
"ear Rivers, south of Chalk Creek, on account of the near approach to 
the Uinto Mountains. Subsequent explorations fully confirmed this 
opinion« 

From Bear River, which is 150 feet wide and one foot deep at 
low water, to the east branch of Sulphur Crrek 11.74 miles, the grading 
and bridging is light, alignment good, and timber convenient. 

As two lines were run to this place, I will return and describe 
some of the distinguishing features of the Echo Canon Line, 

Echo Canon is a deep gorge worn in the soft sand rock, .100 to' 
1,000 feet wide j and 23 1/2 miles long. Bold escarpments rise almost 
vertical from five to eight hundred feet high, and extend on the north 
side from Weber Valley twenty miles up the canon, or nearly to Cache 
Cave on the south side of the hills recede at an angle of 45°, 

From Gache Cave to the summit the hills are more rounded, and 
slope back at a greater angle, numerous short tributaries come in on 
bolh sides, cutting the country into a succession of deep ravines and 
sharp ridges. 

From the point where we leave the Weber Valley line, up the 
canon to Cache Cave, 21 l/2 miles$, the work is light, material good, 
and grades not as objectionable as in Chalk Creek Valley. The align- 
ment is much better than the same distance up the valley of Chalk 
Creek. The summit is reached with 3*22 miles of maximum grade, where 
a tunnel will have to be made 4,000 feet through 'softsand rock. The 
altitude of this summit is 8,879 feet above the sea. The average 
ascent per mile from the mouth of the canon to the foot of the maximum 
grade , near Cache Cave, 21,60 miles, is 33.90 feet. From the summit, 
the line was run down the valley of a small tributary of Bear River, 
to the same: thence up Bear River Valley and the Valley of Sulphur 
Creek to it's connection with the Chalk Creek line 24,45 Mies or 49,20 
miles from the mouth of Echo Canon. The work on this last part of the 
line will be light. Rock for masonry convenient, and the alignment 

S °° * By referring to the map and profile the relative merits of these 
two lines- will be apparent. The altitude of the summit on echo canon 
line is 955 feet below the summit on Chalk Creek line. The total 
ascending and descending grades 1,0202 feet in favor of Echo line. The 
alignment, excavation ant embankment is also largely in favor of this 
line. 
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Goal was seen on the Echo line in Bear River Valley, which it 
is believed will prove good for locomotive fuel. The advantages of 
the Chalk Creek lin^ are its proximity to large bodies oi timber; its 
•convenience to coal mines that are being worked in Chalk Greek Valley 
which is 1,300 feet in favor of Chalk Creek line. 

East "branch of Sulphur Creek to Green River. 

From this place to the summit, between the waters of the Great 
Salt Lake B aS i n an( j tho Gulf of Califonla, the line follows up a small 
tributary of Sulphur Creek, two miles; thence over a low divide into the 
valley of Cufekingasp Creek- an affluent of Bear River, and up that 
to its source on the divide^ 124„87 miles from Great Salt Lake City. 
Prom the summit we reached the Valley of Muddy, an affluent ot Black's 
Pork, in 7.10 miles; 2.4 miles of this, is maximum grade. The altitude 
of the summit is 7 f 579 feet above tide. 

The line was run down the Valley of Muddy nearly to its junction 
with Black's Fork; thence over the divide , between Black's Fork and 
Green River, to that stream, which is 200,32 miles from Great Salt Lake 
City, Prom the rim of Great Salt Lake Basin, to Green River, the work 
is generally light, and the material good. Very little rock excavation 
will be encountered on this portion of the line . Immediately after 
crossing the summit there is a marked change in the toppgraphy of the 
country. Instead of the disturbed and upheaved rocks which characterize 
the region of the Great Salt Lake Basin, flat tables or terraces 
of horizontal strata no?/ form the distinguishing features of the country; 
sometimes standing alone, like islands, in barren plains, or forming 
"bold escarpments along the streams. The hills are fast wearing away 
under the influence of wind and rain. In Green River Valley, 1 made 
thorough exploration to the mouth of Bitter Creek, a distance of twenty 
miles. The valley is narrow, with bold escarpments on both sides of the 
rivers, rising in many places hundreds of feet, almost vertical from the 
water 's edge. ■ 

To follow down the valley of Green River to Bitter Creek will 
require sixteen bridges over the river; otherwise the work would be 
light. This involved an exnense which I was anxious to avoid, if poss- 
ible. 

The only way that seemed practicable » was to crossthe high 
table land between Green River and the north branch of Bitter Creeks 
I traversed this country, but not as thoroughly as 1 wa-,ted to do, on 
account of the hostility of the Indians, who were committing depredation 
on the whites in that vicinity while we were there. I recommend that a 
more thorough exploration be made from Green River to Bitter Creek 
before a final location is made. 

From Green River to the north branch of Bitter Creek the grading 
will be expensive. Some rock excavation will be encountered, as shown on 
the profile. This is over a desert country. Wo fresh water was found, 
and but very little grass for animals. From the place where we descend 
to the valley of the" north Branch of Bitter Creek to Rock Springs, the 
point of connection with Mr. Evan's line, the grading and bridging is 

light » 

It will be seen by examination of the profile that to follow 
this line over the high table land the altitade to be overcome is very 
much increased. Prom Great Silt Lake City, via. Echo Canon line, to 
our connection with Mr. Evan's line in Bitter Creek, Valley, is 233.46 
miles. The altitude at this point is 8,315 feet above the sea. 

It will be observed that the profile shows a great preponderance 
of light work; there is a portion that is very heavy, but I think the 
work will compare favorably with the Baltimore and Ohio or Pennsylvania 

Central railroads. 

Timpanagos Valley, Line. 
This second line through the lastach mountains was connected at 
a noint in the Weber Valley line, near the mouth of Chalk Creek, and 
continued up the valley of Weber River, to and across Kamas Prairie, 26,3 
miles, to the Timpano go s Valley. The work over this portion of the line 
will be very light, grades easy and alignment good. Stone, for all the 
bridge structures required, convenient and abundant. In order to conform 
as near as practicable to instructions, I made an -extended reoonnoiseance 
of the valley of Weber river to its source, to satisfy myself beyond a 
doubt about the practicability of a line crossing the divide between 
Weber and Bear Rivers south of Chalk Creek. 
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My route was up u the narrow valley of Weber River, in a northeasterly - ' 
direction, ^0 miles from Kamas Prairie, where the river is doubled back 
upon itself, and heads five miles east of -Rams as Prairie. The hiVh 
mountain ramp which forms the divide, is from 1500 feet in the lowest 
pass, to 4000 feet above Weber River. The summit appears to be not more 
tnan two wiles from the river and is like a continuous solid wall The 
water-shed to the river is narrow and steep. The altitude of the 
lowest point on this divide is 9,162 feet above tide. I crossed over 
the divide to the west branch of Bear River, and followed up that stream 
in a southwesterly direction, fifteen miles, to its source. From a 
high point, the sides of which were covered with snow, I could trace the 
valleys of the various rivers that take their rise in the Uinta moun- 
tains. On my return, I followed the crest of this divide a distance 
of twenty miles, to the place where 1 crossed it on my outward trip. 
I am satisfied there is no possibility of getting a line over this 
divide without a tunnel at least three miles long, and at a much greater 
altitude than on the Chalk Greek line. 

In the mountains I saw an abundance of white and Norwya pine 
timber, suitable for railroad purposes. That growing on the Bear 
River slope is of easy access, and can be rafted down the river to the 
line. 

On my return, we continued the line down the valley of Timpanogos 
River to the valley of Utah Lake. Heavy work and 2„27 miles of maximum 
grade is encountered to get from lamas Prairie down to the valley of the 
stream, 8.61 miles, the valley is narrow, and the grading and bridging 
will be expensive. Prom thence, across Round Prairie, 11 miles, good 
grades, easy curves, and light work, are obtained. From the west of 
Round Prairie, to the mouth of the canon in Utah Lake Valley, 11.36 
miles, the most difficult part of this line is encountered. The canon' 
is narrow, and s unlike Weber, is very crooked. The points, from 
opposite sides of the river, project past each other, making frequent 
crossings of the river necessary, and a constant succession of heavy 
rock excavations unavoidable. 

The prevailing rocks are granite, lime and sand. Ho indications 
of coal were seen in this valley. 

Thirty- f bur bridges will be required across the Timpanogos River. 
The grade from the mouth of the canon to the foot of the maximum 
grade near Kamas Prairie, 31 miles averages 47 feet per mile. 
Prom the point where the Timpanogos River enters Utah Lake Valley, there 
is a wide table land or terrace extending from the mountains to the lake. 
We ascended from the Timpanogos Valley to this terrace, and run in a 
northwesterly direction through the thriving towns of Battle Creek, 
American Ford, and Lehi; crossed the Jordan River at the narrows; from 
thence over the extensive stock range on the west which is 12 miles 
west of Great Salt Lake City, From thence westerly between the base of 
the West Mountains, and the Great Salt Lake to the end of our line in 
Tuilla Valley, 106 miles from the Weber Valley line, near the mouth of 
Chalk G^eek, An examination of the profile will show the work in Utah 
Lake Valley, and the valley of Great Salt Lake, with the exception of 
crossing the Jordan River, to be light. The grades and alignments are 
unobjectionable , 

Explorations. 

During the summer, and after the above surveys were completed, 
1 made extensive explorations of the Wasatch, Uinta and Bear River 
Mountains. . The Wasatch range was crossed at every place where there 
seemed to be a possibility of finding a line through the mountains 
bwtween Timpanogos and Weber Rivers, 

Between 7 ""eber and Bear rivers, 1 traversed the summit of the 
mountains from the head waters of the Timpanogos River, in the Uintas 
north to the source of Lost Creek (known oft Stanbu gj's map as Pumbar 
Creek). Echo Canon line crosses this divide in the lowest place 'on the 
range . 

Between Bear River and Muody, I followed . the rim of the Great 
Salt Lake Basin, from the head of Sulphur Creek, in the Uinta Mountains, 
to the head waters of Harass Fork, crossing with my line at the lowest 
place on this summit, which divides the waters of Great Salt Lake Basin 
from those of the Gulf of California. 

Prom this exploration, I am satisfied that I have shown the best 
line that can. be found through the Wasatch range, north of the Uintas, 
unless a line should be run dcwi the valley of Bear River* This, if 
practicable , will increase the distance to Salt Lake Valley about 80 
miles. 
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You will observe that I have confined myself to the mazium 
grade. • When I could not overcome the -various difficult summits that 
I encountered, I abandoned the survey and sought a new line . 

Timber and fuel. 

This is an important subject* and it was with great interest 
that I observed the various places from, which a partial supply of 
timber can b otained. Before exploring the Uinta Mountains, 1 looked 
upon the scarcity of timber as the most serious obstacle to be overcome 
in building the road through the mountains. 

On the head waters of Bear River, continguous to the various 
tributaries of the stream , there are large tracts of white and Norwy 
pine, suitable for railroad purposes, that can be rafted down the river 
to the line , 

I was informed by Mr. Granger who lives on Ham's For; - , that 
there is a large tract of pine timber on Green River, 40 miles north 
of ^he crossing of that stream. If this information is correct, of 

which I have no doubt, cross- tie's can be obtained from there, and 
rafted down the rivor to the line, to build the ro&d between Green 
and Bear Rivers. In the Wasatch Mountains a limited number of cross- 
.ties and some bridge timber can be obtained. • Coal is abundant on 
Bitter Creek, Ham's Fork, Sulphur Creek, Chalk Creek, Weber and Bear 
Rivers. Indications of coal were seen on the Muddy, Yellow Creek and 
in Echo Canon. 

There are. petroleum springs in the valley of Sulphur Creek, and 
in Pioneer Canon, about three miles north of the place where the line 
crosses.. the divide between Bear River and Muddy. 

We closed our work and started for Omaha on the 28th day of 
October* We encountered severe storms in the mountains and on the 
plians, which prvented our reselling Omaha until the 18th day of 
November. 

In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge my obligation to Governor 
Brigham Young for the courtesy and gentlemanly treatment 1 received 
from him. To his cheerful and prompt compliance with all my requisitions 
for men, means of transportation and substance, the company are in a 
great measure indebted for my success, 

T o Mr. Granger, for supplies loaned us, and for his valuable 
assistance in exploring the country in the vicinity of 'Black's Fork and 
Green River without charge. 

To Mr. A. j, Mathewson, F. . J. Paris, J, F. ''mith, Assistants and 
all other members of the party, 1 am obliged to for valuable assistance 
rendered during the survey. 

All of which is respectfully submitted," 

On August 31st, MrVivans wrote Mr. D. H. A ins worth in regard 
to his success of surveying over the Blaqk Hills as follows: 

"I think 1 can safely say that all the available crossings 
of the Black Hills have been examined, we ^shall b e able to give 
profile of the District lines, viz; the. one of last year starting 
from Camp Walbach and following the Lodge-pole Creek. This year 
another from Camp Walbach via head of Cdow Creek and one from Laporte 
by tributaries of the Cacli la Ppudre . 

My arrangements for the future are as follows; on my return to 
Lasporte^ I left Brown in charge of party with instructions to run from 
there to F*firt Kearney (on the South sidde of Platte River, crossing 
that Stream.: below Latham. 1 think that doing so and crossing the main 
Platte at or near Sh inn's ferry must be preferable to crossing the 
Loup Fork at Columbus and the North Fork of the Platte at its mouth, 
it will give us no more, if as much bridging, and will do away with 
the necessaity of southern connect iong crossing the Platte at all) from 
which points having Case, Buttons and then others with me, I want to 
organize a party to run a line intersecting your surveys -from Omaha at 
some convenient' point below Columbus. You will understand from this 
why I telegraphed you from Denver to send train and men to Kearney, 

My instructions contemplated my going to the South Pass, The 
Indians have complete possession of that country, and with the means 
at my command, there is no timfe feo make a survey." 
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Mr. James Evans moved West to the foot of Chesrenne Pass, over 
the Black Hills and commencing at Camp Walbach in the Valley of 
Lodge Pole Creek, a. tributary of : the South Platte, he ran a line 
over the Cheyenne Pass, down ■ the' Western slope of the Black Hills, 
past a tributary of the Laramie and Northe Platte River* and passed ■ 

"•.-" Northtf&YjJL'b tire main range of the Medicine Bow Mountains, to' 
a point on the divide known as Bridger's Pass and thence along the 
Valley, of Muddy Creek to Bitter Greek,- which he -followed to the 
inter-section of Green River. : 

On January 3rd»_ 186$, Mr. 'James A. Evans made report as 

follows: , 

■".'•■' • known as the Black Hills 
"On reaching the tiase of this chain of mountains ,^af ter a 
reconnoissanoe of the country in: the vicinity 'of old Camp Walbach, • 
1 fixed the starting point of my -survey directly south of the ruins, 
at a point distant 12,00 feet, and on the opposite side of Lodge 
pie Greek. The line follows that tributary of the South Platte to 
its source at the summit of the range, overcoming, in a distance 
of 14,11 miles, an elevation of 1,612 feet, giving an average grade 
of 114.26 per mile. It was found necessary to undulate this grade, 
not, however, to an e it en t seriously to interfere with any traffic 
this part of the road may be' called upon to do. 

The' accompanying' map and 'profile' will ''show' the' direction 'and 

arrangement of grades, ■ 

A sufficient supply of timber f yellow pine and spruce pine) 
can he obtained in this mountain -chain, and contiguous to the line, 
to supply all the wants of construction, besides furnishing a large 
surplus for the line to the eastward-, and for fuel. 

The character of the material in excavation is indicated on 
the profile; specimens have "been :furnished. On the eastern slope 
it will prove to he granite, of different degrees of hardness, and 
coarseness; on the western slope',; sandstone exclusively. A tunnel 
of 1,500 feet long is found necessary at the summit. 

The gradient used from the summit of this range to the Lararaie 
Plains is 2,5 per 100 feet, 132 feet per mile. A lighter grade cannot 
he used over this ground without ;a large sacrifice of profile and 
direction, A reference to the accompanying profile will show this 
grade to 'he continuous for 7.17 miles. Should this, or any other line 
crossing the Black Hills be the one finally adopted, additional or 
extra pow^r will he -required to make the ascent; knowing this to be 
the case, and knowing too, that any attempt to use a lighter- 
gradient over the ground would result in giving a very expensive 
line, I came to the conclusion that a sufficient saving in grades could 
nit "be made to compensate for the additional material it would he 
necessary to move. 

Efforts were subsequently made by me and the party under my- 
charge, to ootain a more favorable crossing of this range of mountains, 
but " without success, the details of which will he submitted in their 
proper place. 

By reference to .the profile, it will he seen that on the western 
slope of the Black Hills, depression amounting to 1,080 feet is over- 
come by means of a gradient of 2.5 per 100 feet. To reduce this t" 
our maximum grade would require additional distance as follows: 

43,200 feet at 2,5 per station----l,Q80 feet. 
49,091 " ■ tt 2.2 " f —--1,080 feet. 

~~~~~lT^§T~~" n additional distance required. 
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By using a 2»2 grade, 116 feet per mile from the mouth 'of 
the tunnel, say station 780 to station 881, there inserting a 
switch, and running back half the distance or 2,945 1?2 feet, then 
switching again, we would be placed 99 feet lower at station 881 
than w e are now, and couM reach the foot of the slope from that 
point with a grade of -116 feet per mile, striking the table at the 
point as we do now, v.hich I consider important. 

My reason for fixing upon station 881 as a point from which 
to switch back, is, that the requisite distance can he obtained 
there on a smoother slope , less cut up by ravines than elsewhere, 

l^ramie plains. 



Soon after leaving the^mse of the Black Hills, our line 
crosses the main fork of the Laramie River. 

Prom thence to the Rattlesnake Pass, at a point where the 
Medicien Bow range of mountains drop off into low ranges of hills 
of comparatively slight elevation , our line crosses the draingge 
of that mountain -chain, and of the plains at nearly right angles. 
Some bridging will he 'necessary 'on this part of the route , For 
amount see item of "Bridging", The principal streams crossed are- 
Main Fork of Laramie River, 

Right Hand fork of Laramie River, 

Cooper's Creek, 

Rock or Prappe's Creek. 

Medicine Bow River, 

The amount of grading necessary for the distance is light, 
the alignment excellent, the material goo-- 1 . 

The Medicine Bow Mountains, distant from, our crossing of 
the Laramie River 16 miles, are in good part covered with timber 
suitable for all k|nds of construction. As our line proceeds 
westerly, we gradually approach them, at Cooper's. Creek, we are 
distant but 2 l/2 miles; from thence we run nearly parallel with the 
range until we flank or turn it by the Rattlesnake Pass. 

The large amount of timber found here renders easy the 
solution of a problem that would otherwise be extremely difficult 
to solves, viz. the supply of timber for that part of the line west of 
the North Platte River, a country desert in character, destittite of 
vegetation, and impossible to avoid by any line following the valley 
of the Platte, This consideration alone should, and doubtless will, 
have great weight in the comparison of routes— when we consider, 
further, that the timber of this region is indispensable for the 
purpose of developing and making available the coal of Bitter Creek, 
too ranch importance cannot be attached to its fortunate proximity 
to the 1 ine . 

Distance from the main fork of Laramie to the head of. Rattle- 
snake Pass. 69 l/2 miles. The only difficult point for that distance 
is the dividing ridge between Rock Creek and the Medicine Bow River* 

Should it be considered desirable, tolesssen the gradients and 
obtain a smoother profile, by a sacrifice of distance at that point, 
a detour of four or five miles to the northward will accomplish it, 
as indicated by the dotted line on the map. 

The fixed points on this section of line are, in my opinion. 
Station 1,520 near the crossing of the main Laramie-- the crossing 
of the Medicine Bow River- -the head of Rattlesnake Pass. 

Should explorations already or hereafter to be made, demonstrate 
the practicability of a line via the South Fork of the Platte and the 
Cacha la Foudre Creek, the first point mentioned above would have to 
be made for the purpose of avoiding the broken ground at the base of 
the Medicine Bow range of mountains. 

Our descent from the head of Rattlesnake Pass is made by a 
gradient of 116 feet per mile for five miles nearly.' 

This Rattlesnake Pass is a marked -de spr.es si on in the spurs 
forming the termination of the Medicine Bow Range, which here loses 
the distinctive character, of a mountain chain, dropping off into 
ridges of slight elevation, stretching far to the northward, and 
forming the eastern boundary of the 

Valley of the North Platte. 

The line here offers nothing remarkabel, aside from the cross- 
ing of the North Pitatee River, which proves to be extremely favorable 
being rectangular, and affording reliable foundations for piers and 
abutements. The amount of bridging required is 800 feet. It will be 
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seen that our line makes considerable southing to reach this point . 
A short distance below our crossing the river enters a canon extremely 
crooked, bounded by perpendicular escarpments of sandstone rock, 
tehich feature it continues to have so far as the mouth of Pass Creek, 
'some fifteen miles below. 

Any line via Bridgets Pass will, from necessity, make this 
crossing of the river a fixed point, there is no means of avoiding 
it; hence , I look upon the favorable character of the crossing as 
• fortunate. 

After passing the Rattlesnake Pass, the country changes sensi- 
bly--everything indicating the approach to, a barren region* The 
abundant pasturage of the Laramie Plains- being here replaced by a 
stunted growth of sage brush. Grass is only found on the water 
courses, the pore elevated points being almost entirely destitute of 
vegetation. This feature of extreme barrennessincreases in intensity 
until the western terminus of the division is reached at Green River. 

The topography of the valley of the North Platte River imme- 
diately bordering on the stream, and in the vicinity of our line, 
has been already referred to. The perpendicular walls of sandstone 
commence a very short distance below our crossing on the eastern or 
right bank. On the western side, the slopes are gentle for nearly 
four miles, from thence the vertical rock borders closely both sides 
of the river, continuing, as stated before, to the mouth of Pass Creek, 

After crossing this river, our line continues down it to nearly 
the commencement of the canon. We then leave the valley, and by easy 
grades reach Sage Creek, striking the latter stream about two miles 
a hove its mouth. 

No information can be given in a report of this part of the 
line other than what may be conveyed by the accompanying map and pro- 
file. The grades are light, the amount of excavation necessary small; 
building stone for what light structures may be needed, abundant. 

Thirty-one and one half miles from the crossing of the North 
Platte River, brings our line to the summit of 

Bridget's Pass, 

Although this is a point of some geographical importance, as 
forming the water- ahed of two oceans, nothing formidable is encountered 
either in approaching or leaving it. The maximum grade on the eastern 
side is 2,05 per 100 feet. On the western, 2,18 per 100, and only 
for short distances. 

The approaches to this and the ' Rattlesnake pass are the points 
where the greatest obstructions from snow may be looked for. The 
location of the line in the vicinity of both has been made with 
reference to such contingency. In. every instance where thenature of 
the ground 'adm tted without sacrificing profile, the line has been 
thrown to the right, by that means placing valleys and depressions 
between it and the prevailing northwesterly winds. 

Soon after crossing the divide or head of Bridgers' Pass, we 
reach a branch of Muddy Greek, down which emr line s?nns to its junction 
with the main stream, which we follow a distance of fifteen miles to 
a point where it bends strongly to the southward to form its junct on 
with Little Snake River, of which if is a tribtL&ary. 

The valley of Muddy Creek, as far as followed by our line, is 
extremely narrow, having but little flat or bottom land on its margin- 
much of the distance being what is termed in the phraseology of the 
mountains, a canon. Our line, in eonsequenoe, comes in f request con- 
tact with the stream, and several changes of channel will be necessary. 

By a judicious arrangement of grades, the ?/ork is rendered 
light in character. Where changer, of channel are necessary, the 
Bfflbankment will require protection on the expos*©! side, by a lining 
of loose rock ( rip- rap) , the material for which purpose is convenient, 
abundant, and" easily quarried. This stream (Muddy Crrek, it may be 
stated, is comparatively small and insignificant-- in June last it was 
liearly dry. During the melting of the snow its section is much increased., 

From what observation I was able to make', I estimate its 
flooed section to be 180 square feet. 

After leaving the elbow of Muddy. Creek, the line passes over 
a country of long, flat slopes, crossing BrJdger's Fork of Muddy. 
By means of a tributary and easy grades, we reach the broad table- 
land at the head o - f 

Bitter Creek, 
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The distance from the broad dividing ridge at the head of this 
stream to its junction with Green River, is 79 miles by our line, 
which keeps the valley for the entire distance with one exception, 
where we cut off a bend the stream makes to the northward, saving 
a distance of four miles at a very slight sacrifice of grade and 
profile. 

The extreme scarcity of herbage for our stock made it necessary 
to push over this part of the line with great rapidity. Extraordi- 
nary exertions were made by the party to reach Green River at the 
earliest possible time compatible with the interests of the survey. . 
When 1 state that runs of 12 miles per day were made over this por- 
tion of the line, engineers 'will understand the anxiety manifested 
t»y those engaged in the work. The favorable nature of the surface 
(affording no choice of ground but that could be readily detected by 
the eye) enabled us to reach our tettminus at Green River, in nine 
working days from the time we first touched the drainage of Bitter 
Creek. The profile shows very light work until we approach to 
within six miles of Green River. It seems to be a characteristic' 
feature of this region that streams form their intersection by means 
of narrow gorges, Bitter Creek is no exception; the last six miles of 
its course As through a crooked canon, the sides of which are com- 
posed of friable sandstone and shale. 

Having understood that Mr. Reed s in charge of the party west 
of Green River, made his connection near Rock Springs, some 18 
miles above the mouth of Bitter Creek, it does not seem necessary to 
be minute in description of that ' part of the line. 

T ircbe r -- Pue 1 ?. - C o al . 

Prom what has been already said in the first part of this 
report in reference to the supply of timber for the line east' of the 
Black Hills, viz: the valley of Lodge-Pole Greek and the South Platte 
it is evident that the surplus in the Black Hills and along the 
Medicine Bow Mountains, will have to be made available to supply 
the almost entire want of so important an item of construction on 
that part of "the route. From Julesburg, on the South Platte, to 
Gamp Walbach, at the foot of the mountains is 175 miles. This dis- 
tance will require 394,000 cross-ties alone. As the building of the 
road will probably be from east to west, this material will have to 
be furnished in advance of construction, by teams. 

The superior direction, and consequent saving of distance 
from the Missouri River to Salt Lake City, via Lodge-Pole Creek, 
Cheyenne Pass, Fort Halleck, and Bitter Greek , over the much longer 
road, via the North Fork of the Platte, and the South Pass, is fast 
diverting the travel to the former. 

During the past season a large proportion of the emigration 
has travelled it in preference to the latter and older route. It is 
believed the Lo-'ge Pole road will continue to grow in favor. By 
establishing proper and convenient places of deposit for ties along 
the Lodge Pole Creek, much, and perhaps all this hauling 
could be done by empty return trains from Salt Lake, The mode of 
supplying the desert country, on this division west, of Rattlesnake 
Pass with fuelCmsod, ties, timber for bridges, &c , is obvious. 

Coal,, 

The first indication of this mineral in place on the line 
occurs on Rock or Frapp3 *s Creek, in Latitude 41 45'. 

On the other side of the divide, near the Medicine Bow River, 
at station 3640 of our line, a seam of coal can be seen two feet thick 
dipping southeast, at an angle of 20 degrees. The coal is inferior 
in' quality, being extremely dry and brittle. 

East of Fort Halleck, coal is again found, probably of the 
same formation. At both of the places mentioned, some mining has 
been done, the coal from each having been used for blacksmith pur™ 
"poses 'with success. As to the extent of the deposit east of the North 
Platte River, the undersigned has no me ft ns of basing an intelligent 
opinion ' ' it- may be stated, however, that the places mentioned are not 
the only ones where coal is found east and north of the Medicine Bow 
Mountains. The next coal found is near Sulphur Springs stage station 
ofthe' Overland Stage Co., on Muddy Creek, 14 miles west of the summit 
of Brideer's ■Pass. This opening has been worked systematically , 
and is Harried in a distance of 40 feet, with but little appreciation 
in the quality of the coa"', it being like that found to the eastward, 
brattle and imprefeotly mineralized. The station of the Overland 
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Stage Company, at Sulphur Springs, is the headquarters of one of the 
divisions of their line; their blacksmith and repair shops are here. 
The object in making the coal opening, of which a section is given 
on the other side, was to save the hauling of coal from Bitter 
Greek, whence they procure their supply, 

At the shop, 'I found some good specimens from that locality*' 
1 afterwards visited the opening from which they were obtained, 
and a specimen is now in your possession; an analysis of it will 
probably be made. At Black Butte s, 30 miles from the summit of 
Bitter Creek, and on our line, where this coal occurs, several seams 
have been opened, one 5 feet and one 3 l/2 feet of clean coal. 
Frequent propping is required, in consequence of the broken, fragmen- 
tary nature of the roof. This is the hardest and best quality of 
coa] fotind on the line. It may be stated, that these are merely sur- 
face openings- -the other seams may occur at a greater depth; if. so, 
they will Be found of superior quality, having a better roof* Some 
expenditure in sinking shafts -will probably be necessary to determine 
fully the extent and value of this coal basin. As far as my examina- 
tion and observation went, from this point (Black Buttes) to near 
Green River, the coal crops out of the bluffs frequently, and seems 
abundant . 

Our journey to the Laramie Canon was by way of Camp lalbach 
and the Valley of the Chugwater to near its mouth, where we crossed 
a low divide between it and the Laramie River; thence up the latter 
to near the mouth of Sibylle's Fork, where we established a camp, 
intending to devote some time to an exploration of the hills in that 
vicinity, the Canon of the Laramie and the Valley of Sibylle's Fork. 
On producing a line 25 miles up the latter, we found it did not pene- 
trate the range with anything like a distinct valley, besides carrying 
us far to the southward. 

I approached this part of my labor in the mountains with no 
little interest and solicitude. As our main line progressed across 
the North Platte River, over Bridger's Pass, and over the country of 
between Muddy Creek and Bitter Creek, a sufficient knowledge of the 
country north was obtained to show the feasibility of a line, strik- 
ing the Medicine Bow River at its elbow, the North Platte belowthe 
mouth of Pass Greek s then north of Brj.dger's Pass,a»d by manias of 
some one of the valleys leading into Bitter Creek from the northwast 
forming a junction with our line in the valley of that stream. 

The Laramie Canon seemed to be the key to this route. 

It will be understood, then, that the importance of this gorge 
was not underestimated by me-~rio information could be obtained as to 
its character, even from mountain men, supposed to be familiar with 
all the nooks and gorges of -a country in which they had spent the 
Whole of their manhood, and' no small portion of their declining years 
Whil<3 camped within a mile of its terrible chasm, projecting points 
obscured it so entirely from view, that had it not bean for the river 
rushing by our tents and the previous knowledge of its existence, 
it might have been passed unnoticed. 

Taking with me Messrs. Button, Sladden, O'Ifeil and Boose, of 
'the party, 1 started from camp 74 on the morning of August 30 , 
with" the intention of tracing the river through the gorge. It is 
unnecesary to detail the difficulties we encountered in proceeding 
up it on merely a prospecting tour. 

■ The river has evidently cut its way through the range, com- 
posed principally of granite and gjaaissj its channel is extremely 
crooked, hemmed in closely by (for the greater part of the distance) 
vertical walls of rock, ranging in height from 500 to 1,500 feet— 
what room there is is occupied solely and exclusively by the bed of 

tre torrest. Where it cuts through the cone of the range it forms 
a' succession of rapids for miles, descending, it is estimated from 
3 to 5 feet in 100; these rapids would form a great obstacle, where 
the sides of the gorge otherwise favorable and the curvature such 
as could be overcome. From the necessity of keeping close to the 
water ( as where the walls are not vertical, the talus, at the foot 
is insignificant, and by no means continuous) it will be seen that 
the grade would, have to undulate with the descent of the stream, and 
no advantage could be taken of distance to overcome extraordinary 
elevation at any one point. In overcoming a distance if 12 miles in 
a direct Tine, this river must run through 22 miles at least of canon. 
For a nortion of the distance it more than doubles itself. Two cases 
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were noticedj particularly where' the stream Is only prevented from form- 
ing a perfect ellipse, by a vertical wall of gneiss, 1,000 feet high 
and TOO feet through fro" 1 water to water. The cases above were noticed 
as extraordinary, hut the whole distance is a succession of short bends' 
many of them forming greater obstacles still to the construction of a 
line. A succession of tunnels and bridges would be required for almost 
the entire distance. Taking this view of it, I did not think it 
necessary to run any line up it. It seemed now that we had, either by 
actual trial or' observation examined everything within accessible 
distance that promised an opening. 

The Indian difficulties having their origin in the spring, had 
increased intensely, until during the summer, the whole frontier 
(including the valley of the North anr! South Platte) was rendered 
insecure. At the tirp.e of my arrival at Port Laramie, the several 
posts along the North Platte River, from Port Laramie to the South 
Pass j were considered in danger. It is certain they were but feebly 
garrisoned, and incapable of offering anything like a protracted de- 
fence. This feeling of insecurity, coupled with the difficulty of 
procuring transportation and the consciousness of being so entirely 
subject to the movements of others, forced me reluctantly to the 
conclusion that 1 could not do what I desired with the requisited 
dispatch, if at all. I, therefore, left the post with the purpose of 
overtaking my parfiy, which was done on the following day," 
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On April 4, 1865, preparations were made by the Railroad 

Company for the surveys for that year. The 'Consulting Engineer, 

Mr, Silas ' Seymour, had recommended, that the topographical 

features of the country through ^ which the line was to pass, 

between the Missouri RiYer and the easterly line of the State of 

CalffDrnia, naturally suggest the division of the 'line, for 

engineering purposes, into two principal divisions, the point of 

division to be at the summit or ^dividing ridge of the Continent 

that the surveys and explorations upon each of these divisions 

should he conducted under the immediate charge and supervision 

of a competent division Engineer, 

.assigned as Division Engineer and 
Mr. S. B, Reed was .instructed to proceed' to Salt Lake, 

taking with him two Assistants, Mr, Schimonsky and Mr. Bissell 

and to take his v.'^\a^ party or as much of it as possible and to 

make the reconnoissance of the country at the head of the Spanish 

Pork in order to ascertain if there was a feasible route.,.j}j»)d».. the 

Salt Lake Basin into the valley .of one of the streams leading 

into the Uintah and Green Rivers and to organize locating parties 

for the purpose of relocating the line north of Salt Lake with a 

view of shortening the line to the mouth of the Webe.r Canon: 

to"aiiS,:.'. -. 
and in the vicinity of Black Pork, to run a line north through th£- 

South Pass of the Rocky Mountains into the Valley of the' Sweet 

Water. They were instructed that in the case they needed any 

escofct, to apply to Major General G. M. Bodge, _ stating that Gen, 

Dodge would do anything he could consistently with this duties 

to the Government, to assist in ; the operations that season. 

Mr. James A. Evans had "been assigned Division Engineer. 

The following named pegs on s ma&ei/up the e^qhteef^herf *sis ! JhVi'si'o-n 
SiliSi : »f Ha tt'vtie' *f"*iCe C«Vi'f f>ie-»i + ; * 

F. M. Case, Principal Assistant Engineer. 
' " Fred Hodges, Rodman, 

P. T. Brown, 1st Assistant Engineer* 
P. E. Ransom " " " 
John 0. leile, 2d Assistant Engineer. . 
Samuel H. Gilson " " * 

0. F..Dutton, Transitman. 
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Mr. Evans was given several assistants as he was expected 
to divide his party to go. on different routes. It was stated to 
him "that his party Is so formed that you will he ahle to make per- 
sonal explorations, while Mr, Case is .carrying out your directions 
'as to the line. you wish to have run," After the organization, he 

was to proceed' to a point on the Platte River where the 100th 

• ; ana run 

Meridian of longitude crosses, -commence. a line on the most favor- 
able route to the Cache la. Poudre. He was to ascertain if a 
line could he obtained near the head of the Cache la Poudre into 
the North Park or the head .charters of the North Platte, with a 
view of ascertaining, to a .certainty, if a feasible pass can be 
Bound south or west of Antelope; Pass through which a line can be 
.run to connect with the head waters of the Bear or Little Snake 
River in Utah. He- was also to; ascertain whether a feasible pass 
could .be found through the divide of the continent south of Brid- 
ger's-Pass and if a practicable : route could be found so as to 
strike the waters of the Green River south of the easterly bend, 
below Brown's Hole, which flanks the Uintah mountains. He was to 
cause such surveys to be made as may be necessary to institute a 
comparison between, this and the More northerly route, as surveyed • 
in 1864/ He was then to proceed to the South Pass and run a line 
easterly along the Vallyes of the Sweet Water and North Fork 
of the Plaite River to Fort Laramie and was to make a personal 
examination of the Laramie Valley and Canon, from the month of 
Laramie River to the Laramie Plains. 

Mr, Reed arrived in Salt; Lake oa June 4, 1863T.* He sein his 
party to work at Salt Lake locating a line towards the mouth of 
Weber » then 'went himself on horseback with a party to reconnoiter 
the Spanish Pork some 80 miles south q,f Salt Lake and tried to 
find a practicable route over the mountains but the mountains were 
very high and precipitous and totally impracticable for a railroad* 
He said there was no poasiblity of getting a line over the range 
north of Spanish Fork until they reached Timpagnogos, where he • 
ran a line the season before. : On June 21st, he reported on this 
reconnoissance as follow&L 
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• I have just returned from exploring »the count rv up Spanish 

Fork, and over the mountains, to the head waters of the Uintah 
River. On account .of the decided hostility of the Indians' in' 
that part of the country, I .took with me a party, of thirteen men- 
our route was up the Spanish Pork Canon to the head of the same ' 
about forty -lies; thence, over a very low Divide, to TOiite Rivpr 
one mile.; thence, up a tributary of White River, to the summit of' 
the Wahsatoh Range , five miles; thence, down a tributary of the 
Uintah River, ten miles; thence- northwesterly, to Strawberry Canon, 
fifteen miles; thence up Strawberry Canon and Valley, twenty-five 
miles; thence, over the Wahsatch Mountains, to the head waters 
of Hobble Creek, and down that stream to Utah Lake Valley. 

From Utah Lake Valley, a practicable line can be obtained 
up Spanish Pork to White River; from there to the Uintah, the 
mountains are very high and precipitous, the canons deep, narrow, 
and crooked; totally impracticable for a railroad. There is no 
possibility of getting a line over the range .north of Spanish 
Fork until we reach Timpanogos, where 1 ran a line last season. 

Prom information obtained from A.- Huntington, Indian Agent, 
1 think a practicable line may be found by following down White 
River, from the head of Spanish Fork (South) to Green River, about 
one hundred and forty miles (see Beokwith's map),* this would 
increase the length of the -line very materially. 1 did not explore 
that valley for two reasons: First, I did not have sufficient "food 
and secondly, my men would not go, into that country on account of 
the hostile Indians. While we were in the mountains east of 
Spanish Fork, on the 16th of June, there was a severe snow storm j 
after the storm, 12 o'clock M„ , there was ten inches of snow on the 
ground . 

My party are now at the head of Echo Canon, trying to avoid 
the heavy work on last year's line at that place, 1 shall join 
them tomorrow and go to Ham's Fork, and commence the line to 
South Pass; after completing that, shall run a line down Green 
River, from my last year's line, to Bitter Creek; this will take 
me about two months. Please send instructions what to do next, 
also authority to draw for money to pay expenses," 

In describing this trip in writing to Mrs, Reed he says; 

The first day's ride up Spanish Fork canon, the mountains 
were very high and precipitous, generally the tops' were covered 
with snow. As we were in the close canon, we suffered intensely 
with the oppressive heat, in sight of 'cold, snowy peaks above us # 
Our ride this day, June 13th, was 25 miles and we camped for supper 
and to let our horses graze on the luxurious bunch grass. After 
dark we saddled our horses in accordance with advice from our 
Indians guide (leab) and rode five miles with as little noise as 
possible and camped on a high hill without fire or water, to avoid 
any strolling band of Indians that might be on our trail. 

The next morning, before day light, we were again in our 
saddled and rode two or three miles over the hills in search of 
water to cook our breakfast, and grass for our horses, which were 
tied within reach of our heads while sleeping. Four men stood guard 
during the night. After breakfast 'which consisted of bad bacon and 
flour mixed with water, without salt or saleratus, baked in bacon 
gre'ase, we resumed our ride- towards the head of Spanish Fork, 
exploring' the country on both sides of the stream where there 
appeared to be a possibility of finding an opening through the 
mountains. After a long day's ride, •'stopping only once for our 
horses to eat at noon, we camped for supper, then after dark moved, 
as on the night before for safety, five miles. 

The mountains, during this day's ride";, have not been 
quite as high above the valley as yesterday, still many of the 
highest points are capped with snow, 

' In the morning, ve made an early start before daylight' 
in search of water and grass, A "severe rain storm comme noted 
about nine o'clock and continued until noon. About ten o'clock 
I crossed the divide between the head of Spanish Fork and ^hite 
River which runs south into Green River, to find, if possible, 
a passage through the mountains east of White River to the Uintah 
Valley. After a very fatiguing ride of severn hours up the narrow 
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crooked -valley, w"e reached the summit of the mountains at an 
elevation of about 11000 feet above the sea. Amid everlasting 
snow, this route is utterly impracticable and I must try the 
main branch of White River tomorrow, fe camped in a narrow ravine 
where there was water and a scanty supply of gross for our horses- 
at nine o'clock we saddled and started northwest on the top of the 
mountains- rode two miles and camped in a grove of stunted quakingasps 

In the "o ruing, 1 was surprised to find 1 was wovred with 
newly fallen snow. The storm continued with fury until 12 o'clock 
when:;:; the re were ten inches of new snow on the ground. It was freez- 
ing cold. I do not remember being out in a more severe storm 
during last winter than this storm of the 16th of June on the 
summit of the lahsatch Mountains, Alter the storm had spent its 
fury, we resumed our ride on- our tired animals down the side of the 
mountains towards Strawly Creek, a tributary of Green River, which 
we reached just as the sun was setting behind the western mountains 
where we camped for the night without fire 

The next morning we followed up the valley of Strawly Crsek, 
and, in the afternoon, crossed the summit of the Wahsatch mountains 
and once more cooked our supper on the west slope of the range. 
Ice froze half an inch thick over the water in our came kettles. 

On the following rr.onning, Sunday, we rode down the steep 
sides of the mountain to the va ley of Hobble Creek and down that 
to Springfield, a small town in the valley of Utah Lake where 1 
arrived just at sundoiwi , glad to get out of the rugged mountains 
and once more see civilized society, 1 was hospitably entertained 
by the bishop of the settlement, who expressed great anxiety about 
the building of the railroad," 

formation 

He describes a ■ ' '"; on the "plains as follows; 

"While 1 was exploring the country south of South Pass, I 
saw one of the ■■■■-ost beautiful sights that the most" vivid imagination 
could conceive. It appeared as though one of the most magnificent 
cities in the world with its broad streets and alleys, immense 
churches and cathedrals with spires and domes; great massive 
theatres and public buildings surrounded with numerous coltunns, with 
base and capitol complete; and innumerable blocks of buildings of 
all kinds; seemed to stand in magnificent grandure in the silent 
desert nlane all of 'which were formed by the action of wind and 
water in wearing down the mountains, the harder parts of the rock 
being left in bold relief while the softer were washed and worn away. 
The various strata of the rook were of different colors , white, red, 
green, and "blue, which gave the whole a most beautiful appearance, 
lo painting 1 have ever seen of a landscape begins to equal this 
splendid natural city of the desert." 

He says further: 

"Last Saturday night , I went to the theatre and saw some 
fine acting which would do credit to any New York troup. On Sunday 
1 went to the tabernacle to hear President Young and others preach or 
rather exhort the assembled thousands to be diligent in all their 
business as well as pleasures, to work and secure abundant crops which 
4 kind providence has bestwoed in abundance to all the people of the 
valley this season. They preach more about temporal wants and the 
amusements and business of the day than spiritual food for the soul, 
A part of the tlormon's faith and religion is that they are here on 
earth and in the mortal body 'enjoying as much of Heaven as they will 
after this life, and they act accordingly; hence, in every settle- 
ment, places for public mmusement , social dances, theatres, etc. are 
provided for the people by the church authorities , as much as places 
of lublic worship", and you wouB»see the preachers on the stand on 
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Sunday and cm Monday or any other day of the week leading In the 
social dance or laughing at the schemes enacted at the theatre. 
Perchance he may he one of the actors himsefl. But of all their 
preachings and teachings the most talked about and preached about 
is to inculcate into every one's mind the necessity of work and 
that without ceasing, when necessity requires it»# 

On June 30th he wrote: 

"I have had a good escort thus far this season and have an 
.order from Major Ganeral 'Dodge to the commander of the post here to 
furnish me protection on my western survey* Although there is no 
disturbance among the Indians West, I think it prudent to demand an 
escort on that work. It Is always safe in this ooujitry to be able 
to dictate terms to all one comes In contact with, both Indians and 
adventurers from the States," 

On July 28, 1865, Mr. Reed reports to Mr. Durant on his line 

to South Pass as follows: 

"After thorough explorations of the country between Ham's Pork 
and Green River, I run the line ur the valley of Ham's Fork eight 
miles; thence northeasterly over the divide, twenty and one half 
miies to Green River, crossing said stream one mile north of the 
mouth of the Sandy, up the valley of the Sandy, thirty miies to the 
Pacific Creek; thence up the valley of Pacific Creek, thirty-one 
miles to South Pass and down a small stream ten miles to the valley 
of the Sweet Water, two hundred and seventy-seven miles from Great 
Salt Lake City. I found by explorations that the line from a point 
seven miles up the val ey of Ham's Creek, can be produced westerly 
to the valley of the Muddy, without going south to the valley of 
Black's Pork, which should be done if the South Pass line is adopted. 

The work on that part of the line between Ham's Fork and 
Green River will be expensive— some heavy rock excavations are en- 
B cunt e red— 'the drainage is mostly to Black's Pork. Dry water courses 
are frequently crossed which have been worn into the soft shaly rock 
leaving sharp ridges between. 

Numerous small bridges and culverts will be required to pass 
the water during seasons of melting snow, although at the time of 
the survey, there was not one drop of water to be found between Ham's 
Fork and Green River; stone for culverts and bridge abutments Is 
convenient and abundant. The crossing of Green River will require an 
expensive bridge, eight hundred feet long; the stream flows over smooth 
solid rock, and at the time of the survey was eleven feet feep in the 
•centre of the river. 

From Green River valley to within three miles of the South 
Pass, the excavation and "embankment is generally light; but very 
little rock excavation Trill be found, good stone for masonry can be 
otained at ail places within a short distance of the line. 

East of South Pass, the country slopes gradually to the valley 
of the Sweet Water; but very little bridging; and light excavations 
and embankments are required on this portion of the line. 

The altitude of South Pass is 74-70 feet above tide, 66 feet 
above the summit of Bridger Pass, 113 Feet below the grade of the 
tunnel at the head of Pole Creek, in the Black Hills," and 97 
feet below the summit between Bear and Muddy (rivers of the Great 
Salt Lake Basin). From these altitudes ''an interesting fact Is deduced 
that th° summit of all the Passes throu-.-h which surveys have been 
.made over the great ranges of the Rocky Mountains are very nearly the 
same altitude above tide-water. \ 

Prom the information I could obtain from telegraph operators, 
and ©then persons who have been living severanl years in the mountains 
more obstructions will be encountered at and east of South Pass, from 
snow, than at any other place on the line s surveyed. 

The I'ind River Mountains, a very high, rugged east ana west 
range are immediately north of the Pass, On the south, the divide 
of the continuent trends southwesterly. 
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The prevailing storms are from southwest to northeast, then 
they reach the Wind -River Mountains they are deflected east, through 
the Pass, driving the snow through South Pass, and depositing it in 
immense quantities on the slope towards Sweet Water, 

After completing my surveys, I started my party westward, to 
make a survey from Blr-ck's Fork to Green River, at the mouth of Bitter 
Creek, and took a part of my escort to make an exploration of the 
country between Sweet Water and the Valley of Bitter Creek. 

Prom the end of my survey, 1 travelled south twelve miles, to 
the summit of the low hills which bound the Sweet Water Valley. 

Prom the summit I saw an extensive plain, extending southwest 
and east, without any appearance of water, except two small lakes 
about twelve miles southeast. To the east there were no mou.nta.ins 
to he seen; the country indicated an open level plain to the North 
Platte, in the direction of Medicine Bow River. We ascended the south 
slope of the Hills, and continued south about ten miles, into the 
plain, which was level, and destitute of vegetation, except here 
and there small patches of sage bush and a very little bunch grass. 

Turning westerly, we rode to the base of the mountains, 
about fifteen miles, thence south one mile, to a Pass through which, 
1 think, a practicable line may be obtained to the villey of the 
Sandy, at or near the junction of Pacific Creek with the Sandy. 
This line, if practicable, will avoid the deep snows and severe 
storms of South Pass. 

There is no doubt "bout finding a favorable line from the 
North Platte, at or near the mouth of Medicine Bow -iver, north of 
Bridger Pass, to the head -waters of Bitter Creek," 

n ir- 
on August 17th, Mr. Bur ant telegraphed Mr. Reed to make a 

preliminary survey from Salt Lake by the way of the Humboldt Valley 

to the California State line at Truckee Pass. 

On Nov. 1, 1S65 he wrote Mr. Durant in regard to his survey 

to the California State line as follows: 

Joliet, Illinois. 

Dear Sir:--I arrived here last evening from Salt Lake City. 

Your telegram of August 17th, instructing me to make a survey 
via the Valley of the Humboldt River to the Valley of the Truckee 
at u the east line of the State of California, was received September 
7th,- while I was exploring the Humboldt Mountains, too late in the 
season to get provisions for my party; and was reluctantly compelled 
to abandon the survey without reachin f§he Truckee. 

The country from Salt Lake west to the Humboldt Valley, at 
Gravelly Ford, has been thoroughly explored, and a line surveyed, ' 
with the exception of about seventy-five miles across the desert 
which I. could not run on account of the impossibility of obtaining 
water for my men and teams. 

From the surveys made, I am satisfied lhat a line can be ob- 
tained from Salt Lake City into the Valley of the Humboldt River, • 
without a cut or embankment exceeding fifteen feet, or grades 
exceeding seventy- five feet per mile. 

Three lines were run over the high rugged range of the Hum- 
boldt Mountains; and one via Basting's Pass , near the south end of 
Ruby Valley; one over Humboldt Pass, recommended by Beckwith to be 
a favorable' route., which I find to be almost . impracticable „ The 
-third, about - twenty miles north of Humboldt Pass, which is much 
better than either of the former lines, with a fine, open and com- 




jand one Jfor .'$1930.39 in; favor of Br£gham Young^ .all; dated pct^ber / 
9 18 6E>-( ■ ■' , ■:' '• ■ ' /' ', ■ ■ ■•-•.„ J / 

/i wish to make my profiles, maps and report here "1^ eonsis-tent 
I with four views. -Can .go to Kkw York anytime ..you may require, fcleasey 
\et raeNi&a'r from yoil in regard Hef'my office,, .work " 
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On October 17 tn he wrote: {.':■■ ■ V; Mrs. Reed-, 

"I crossed the divide eastward from Humboldt River and am work- 
ing towards Salt Lake once more. All my work in a hostile' country 
has been completed and in about one month, I hope to be at home. 
■ I shall finish all my work in the' vicinity of and on the desert "in 
about two weeks and it will take me one or two we.-ks more, to finish 
what I want to do near Salt Lake. 

The Humboldt Mountains are very rough and rugged. Snow covers 
a large portion of their summits especially, the east and north sides. 
About ten days since when I was crossing the mountains at Humboldt 
Pass, we hid a evere storm of snow which lasted several hours. - The 
nights have been cold and frosty for the past month. Ice forms in " 
uur camp kettles almost every night. A buffalo robe, two blankets- 
and my shawl are not uncomfortable over one nights in this cold 
country*" 

Mr. Reed reported on the line from Salt Late to the Iruokee 
River as follows; 

"Closing our work here, we returned to Great Salt Lake City, 
where 1 hoped to receive instructions about the surveys west of 
Great Salt Lake, Owing to the continued hostilies of the Indians on 
the plains, and in the mountains, no communications could be had with 
you, either by telegraph or by mail. As my instructions did not 
authorize making the survey west of the Lake, I did not feel at lib- 
erty to involve the expense without first exhausting all reasonable 
means to obtain your views on the sue jet. Failing to receive any 
instructions from the East, I, bythe advice of Ex-Governor Brigham 
Young, organized my party, and loading my teams with supplies for 
three and one -half months, commenced the survey at the south end of ■ 
Great Salt Lake, where my survey of 1864 terminates, continuing around 
the south end of the Lake as near as the nature of the ground would 
admit, twenty miles to the north end of the mountains immediately 
west of Tuilla Valley, Thence southerly up Spring or Lone Rock 
Valley, thirty miles to a pass through Cedar Mountains, which 1 
thought, from explorations, would be favorable for a line over th§ 
mountains to the Desert. Prom the base of the mountains to the 
summit, five and one half miles, a very good line was obtained. On 
the western slope the mountains fall off too rapidly to admit of a 
practicable line. After I had run down on the west wide of the 
mountains far enough to determine the impracticability of the line, I 
had but' little water left, and could not return and run a new line 
around the south end of the mountains, which should be done before 
deciding upon a location, -unless the line hereafter described cross- 
ing the Cedar Mountains nearly west of the south end of Salt Lake is 
adopted. By continuing the line up Spring and Lone Rock Valley - 
around Jjhe south end of Cedar Mountains, the distance to some point 
on the Desert west of the Mountains, common on both lines, will be 
increased about tweleve miles, but this line would avoid all heavy 
grades and expensive excavation and embankment on any line over the 
mountains in this/vlcinity* 

We continued the survey westerly on the Desert 17.80 miles 
from the west base of Gedar Mountains to Granite Mountain, the desert 
where we obtained water from a brackish spring about 800 feet above 
the level of the plains, and one mile up the Canon from the base of 
the mountains. From thence, across the remainder of the desert, ex- 
tending south from the Great Desert b tween Cedard and Go shoot Moun- 
tains, 23.40 miles to Redding Springs, at the east base of the 
Goshoot Mountains, 126.6 miles fr m Great Salt Lake City. Mien we 
arrived at the springs the men and teams were nearly exhausted with 
■fatigue and want of water; some were suffereing. severely from inflamed 
eyes, caused by the reflection from the white incrustation of salt 
and alkali on the surface of the Desert « 
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Leaving my party and. teams at the Springs, I selected twn n f 
the best horses belonging to the escort, aid taVin* one mn wUh 
me, rode orr the fountains 18 miles to the valle?°of FiS r ™ 

furnishes an abundant su^ly of wa?e? fo^Trl.lfl^ the Stream 
is thus uaed by Major EgaS La a " ? th^ aetiS^n^^ief * 

, nifl * eto ™ dfylight the next morning, we were latins our ill *' 

down the creek towards the desert, expecting to f ind wf tw 3 ower 
down the stream but were disappointed. From last night's ca p down 
the creek, ten miles, the valley is about one mile wide, theii for 
live miles, to the desert, is a close, crooked canon. On the desert 
we turned easterly around the north end of the Cxoshoot Mountains 
twenty miles; thence south, near the mountains, to camp, at Redding 
springs; were in the saddle seveteen hours, witout watter; estimated 
day s ride, sixty miles. There is no appearance of water in the 
mountains north of Redding Springs at this season of the year. West 
of Fish Creek canon, the saiue barren desert country continues to 
Clover and Ruby valleys, without vegetation or water. Finding it 
impossible to procure water for my party and teams, I reluctantly 
abandoned making the survey across the remainder of the desert, and 
moved camp and supplies to Ruby Valley, to find a route over the 
Humboldt Mountains to the Humboldt River. Commencing at the Over- 
land Stage Station, near the south end of Ruby Valley, the line was 
run westerly over the mountains, at Hastings Pass, to the head 'waters 
of the south branch of Humboldt's River, and down the valley fifteen 
miles. The summit of the pass is 829 feet above Ruby Valley; the 
distance from the base of the mountains to the summit is Vo short to 
get a line up without winding along on the spurs of the mountains, 
to increase the distance, which would involve a very large expense for 
grading and bridging; the same difficulties were encountered on the 
western slope of the mountains* 

I returned to Ruby Valley and run northerly along the base 
of the mountains, exploring every place where 'there seemed to be a 
prohablity of finding a line to the Humboldt Valley. The mountains 
are a narrow, high range, very precipitous on the east side. 

The north and east slopes of many of the highest points are 
covered with large fields of snow, and at the base of the .mountains 
a great number of springs of pure fresh water burst out and flow 
into poMs and marshes in the centre of the valley, which has no 
outlet; the water is lost by absopption and evaporation. 

The first place north of Hastings' Pass where 1 thought it 
advisable to try a line over the mountains, is Humboldt's Pass, 
about sixty miles north of Hastings. 

A good line can be obtained to the summit from the east, which 
is 1,235 feet above the Humboldt River "19 l/2 miles west of the 
summit, and 787 feet above the Creek at the base of the Mountains five 
miles west of the sumir.it, which would be 187 feet below grade, if we 
could run maximum descending grade from the summit to the base of 
the mountains; about one mile west of the summit, the small stream 
that flows west from the Pass enters a narrow crooked canon four miles 
long, where it is impossible to build the road, if the grade of the 
stream would ad rn it. The canon is very narrow, only 'wide enough for 
the small creek to wind its way down the crooked gorge. The wails on 
both Rides are from 50 to 200 feet high, and in may pl-aces perpen- 
dicular . A line was run down this gorge to the base of the mountains, 
where my. levels show thfe creek to be two hundred feet below grade 
line. Returning nearly to the head of the canon, 1 ran a second 
line crossing the deep ravines, caused by the drainage from the high 
mountains. We wopjfed around as near maximum grades as the nature of 
the ground would adroit, bearing southerly to take advantage of the 
western slope, until .fee finally siicceeded in reaching the base of tbe 1 
mountains. The grade from the summit west 11 miles, will be from 100 
to 116 feet per mile a Curves of 500 feet radii cannot be avoided, the 
grading and bridging will be very expensive. 

From the base of the mountains to the Humboldt River, the 
line passes over a uniform descending surface. The valley it this 
place"' is about 15 miles wide, with some hills, and table land elevated 
from 25 to 100 feet above the river. Westerly down the river the 
valley is wide, and presents no engineering difficulties as far as 
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explored. 

The Humboldt River rises in two steams in the mountains west of 
the Great Salt Lake, which unite after some fifty miles, and hear 
weaterly along the northern aide of the basin. The mountains in which 
it rises are round and handsome in t'eir outline, capped with snow 
the greater part of the year, well clothed 'with grass and wood, and 
abundant in water. The stream is a narrow line without affluents, 
losing by absorption and evaporation as it goes, and terminating in 
a marshy lake with low shores fringed with bullrushes and whitened with 
saline incrustations. It has a moderate current, is from two to six 
feet deep in the dry seasons, and probably not fordable anywhere 
below the Junction of the fork during the time of melting snows, when 
both lake and river are considerably enlarged. The country through 
which it passes (except its immediate valley) is a dry sandy plain, 
without grass or arable soil, from 5,700 feet (at the forks)- to 
(4,200 feet at the lake) above the level of the sea, winding among 
broken raiv-esof mountains and varying from few miles to tvmety in 
width. It s own immediate valley is a rich alluvian, beautifully 
covered with blue grass, herdgrass, clover and other nut irit ions 
grasses, and its course is marked through the plain by a line' of 
yellow pine, serving for fuel. 

This river possesses qualities, which, in the progress of events 
may give it both value and fame. It lies on the line of travel to. 
California, and Oregon, and is the best route now known through the 
great basin, and the one travelled by emigrants. It's direction mostly 
east and west, is tho right course for that travel. It furnishes 
a level unobstructed way for nearly three hundred miles , and ©. continu- 
ous supply of the indispensable articles, wood, water and grass-." 

After closing the surveys to the Humboldt river, we followed 
up 'the valley N. 35 E. magnetic, twenty-five miles, then commenced 
a new survey over the mountains easterly, following up a small tribute 
of the Humboldt four miles to the forks. One branch (the principal) 
comes in from, the north, the other from the souteast. We continued 
up the south branche 8<,8 miles to the summit, with average grade of only 
25 feet per mile, and no place exceeding 60. Thence southeasterly, 
down through Clover Valley, past the east side of Snow later Lake; 
thence bearing more easterly, we ran around the south end of Antelope 
Butte to the Desert, 42 i/2 miles from the starting point in Humboldt 
Halley. This line, as you will observe by referring to the accompany- 
ing map and profiles, has no heavy work. The grade over the low ridge 
that represents the Humboldt Mountains, called Reed'-s Pass, does not 
in any place exceed 80 feet per mile. 

I was very anxious to continue this survey easterly and. con- 
nect it with my line from the east, but could not obtain water for 
my party. 

The country was thoroughly explored, and a line marked on 
the map which will be more direct from the summit to the desert than 
where we made the survey, and equally favorable,, About fifty miles 
east of my instrumental survey, there is a low pass through the range 
of mountains that extends south from the east side of Thousand Spring 
Valley, connecting with the mountains south of the Desert. The line 
should be run through this pass, then there is no difficulty in ob- 
taining a line from Great Salt Lake City to the valley of Humboldt, a 
distance measured and estimated of 208.80 miles, with grades not ex- 
ceeding 60 feet per mil § generally over a desert, plain without vege- 
tations except, occasionally small matches of sage brush, grease food 
and salt plant, an 1 without fresh water on the line- west of Tuilla 
Valley, until we get within 35 miles of the Humboldt River . 

From careful observation of the country in the vicinity of the 
mountains in and bordering the Desert, I am satisfied that fresh water 
can be obtained in the passes over Cedar Mountain, and the first 
range crossed west of the Desert, also at any place on the line west 
of that range; this will leave a distance of sixty miles without 

"Tripsin w&"tsr* 

There is no accurate information to determine the practicability 
of obtaing' fresh --ater .on this portion of the line, that I can give you. 

The surface of the country is mostly covered with an incrus- 
tation of silt and alkalik and the soil, as far as I could ascertain, 
is strongly impregnated with these minerals, and when wet is soft, 
and cannot be passed over with loaded wagons Mien dry it is hard, 
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but iftmtnS- thrown un in an e mb an feats M , a fins road bed, with 
SLons"? Se'ye 3 ^ reqUXred t0 malntaln a flne ^«ikment In 'all 

On January 15th, 1866, Mr. James A. Evans, reported on his 
surveys for the year as follows: 

"I respectfully, submit this my report of surveys for 3865 ■ 
with the accompanying maps and profiles. J * 

Having received the necessary instructions at Omaha the 
party^fully organized, started f-rom that place on the 30th V Mav / 
(previous arrangements having been made with Major-General G M V 
Dodge to have escort furnished at Port Kearney.) taking" the usual ' 
route on the north side of the Platte, and expecting ?S cross tS 
Loup Fork rat Columbus, .The summer freshet in the Platte River 
and its tributaries, consequent upon the melting of the mountain 
snows, and which usally makesthe streams impassable for transportation 
of any kind, for a time varying from two to five weeks in the summer 
months, occurred in- 1865, earlier thsn usual, caused as I suppose 
by a greater deposit of snow than the average during the pre« ; ous 
winter, prevented our crossing the Loup Fork at Columbus, or the Platte 
River at Shinns Ferry* It was ascertained by telegrams from Col. 
Livingston, then command ng at Fort Kearney, where our escort' was 
waiting our arrival, that it would be impossible to move the de- 
tail with their transportation to the north eide of the Platte--- 
a thing absolutely necessary to the literal carrying out of my 
instructions. There seemed to be no alternative' but to return to 
Omha, cross the Missouri River there, folio?; down it on the Iowa 
side, croii below the mouth of the Platte and keep on the south 
side to Fort Kearney, This would enable us to mefet our escort, 
and the hope was entertained that the 'igh water would In the mean- 
time so far subside, as 6o enable us all to cross the river, and 
still carry out the original programme. This hope was not realized 
as upon reaching the Fort, upon the 10th of Jun§ s crossing was 
still impracticable, Te therefore push eel for |a Porte , with the 
purpose of doing the required work in the Black Hills, leaving the 
examination of the Platte Valley west of the 100th meridian of 
longitude, until our return. 

Our escort consisted of 45 men of the 1st Nebraska Veteran 
Cavalry, Cajtaln Thomas H, Oiiffen, in command. The party and 
escort reached La Porte on the 4th of July, It became evident now 
that in consequence of the lateness of the season^ the interference 
caused by hifrh-water below, coupled with the toal impossibility of 
dividing the party (for the reason that the country west, north and 
east of us, was full of bands of roving and hostile Indians) there 
would be neither time nor opportunity to do anything in examination 
of the North Fork of the Platte, unless the Survey of the valley 
of the South 'Platte, east of La Porte, was postponed. This Impres- 
sion became -ore and more certain as the season advanced, and the 
Indian di fficulties increased. 

While in the Black Hills, wishing to obtain information ax 
to whether the examination of the North Platte or South Platte were 
the most important, I -wrote you from Antelope Pass, The mails at 
that time being uncertain, no -answer was received by me to the 
communication. When the time came, therefore, to decide, my judg- 
ment seemed to indicate that the South Platte should be the line 
run* My reasons (In the absence of instructions) were, that by 
doing so, we should, as far as that route was concerned make it 
complete, and obtain data of distance and elevation, that would be 
reliable, and, if nothing more, furnish a b§,sis with which all 
•■subsequent surveys coulri be compared, 

AS before stated, we reached La Porte, <3n the Cache la Poudre 
July 4th, then connecting our line with the United States lineal 
surveys, we commenced our examination of the 

Cache la Poudre Line, 
This stream having Its source in the Snowy Range, after 'a 
tortuous course through canons and narrows, and taking in the 
drainage of the Black Hills, issues from the mountains at La Porte, 
Its character immediately changes from a mountain torrest, to a 
comparatively quiet and placid river, furnighing water power to any 
extent, and easily made available . It is proper to state that the 
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approaches to the mountains here are more favorable than at any 
other point between Denver and Fort Laramie, a distance of 230 
miles . The plains to this point stretching to the very base of 
the hills, the profile will show thrt our line -tip the valley of 
this stream from. Latham to La 'Porte., is as favorable and the 
grading as light, as over any portion of the Platte Valley of 
equal distance. 

This is not the case with the line north, as the remarkable 
depression known as the Cheyenne Pass, extending from Crow Creek, 
on the south , to the head of the Chugwater on the north, and cross- 
ing our line of last year at right angles, prevents our reaching 
Camp Walbach with continuously ascending grades. The topography 
of the basin itself is somewhat broken, as well as the- country, 
for some distance east of it. My report of 1864 says, that the 
first fifty miles of Lodge Pole Creek, from the mountains east is 
not as favorable as the lower part of its course. The approaches 
to the .Black Hills, at La Porte, are in very decided contrast with 
this, as will be seen by an examination of the profile. From La 
Porte northwesterly, our line follows the Cache la Poudre for three 
miles only, its direction from that point being useless for our 
purpose, as well as leading us into impassable canons in the primary 
rocks; our line, therefore, continues in the ravines of the stratified 
rocks, until it touches the granite in Stonewel] fanon,on St one we 11 
Creek> a tributary of Dale Creek, itself an affluent off the Cache 
la Poudre, We continue in its (Dale Oeeek) drainage, until the 
summit of the range is reached at Antelope Pass, 

A line \ras run here in 1884 by Mr. Case, for the purpose of 
determining gradients. Much valuable information was obtained the , 
and furnished by him during the progress of the work from La Porte 
to the connection with my line of last year, on the Laramie Plians. 
We are no v.- enabled to furnish an approximate estimate of Quantities, 
Mr. Case's suggestions with reference to this line were found 
accurate, and adopted, and the line, as shown on the map, i- substan- 
tially the one proposed by him last year. 

The improvement that I irould suggest in this line is, that 
instead of striking the range at La Porte, our line from the east- 
ward should leave the valley of the Cache la Poudre at, or still 
further east than the mouth of the Box- Elder Creek, passing through 
a gap in the Sand Stone, near Park Station^ of the Overland Stage 
Company, and intersecting the line from La* Porte » at Station 722, 
This line was run through the hills far enough to give profile, 
and to enable us by plotting to obtain distance, which will be 
shortened two miles, the grades will be less, as it will obviate 
one important undulation of grade, and the alignment will be much 
better, as well as promising greater freedom from snow obstructions 
than that portion of the line between the intersection and La Porte. 
The amount "of grading on either line to the point of convergence is 
light. The salient points on this (Cache la Poudre) line are: 
The trading through Stonewall Canon, a distance of two miles, and 
the crossing of Poison and Dale Creeks, all of which, as to extent, 
depth, &c. will be made evident by an examination of the accompany- 
ing maps and. profiles, ' 

The most economical means of crossing the two latter would 
be' by means of truss bridges, with piers and abutments, as from 
the preat quantity of water discharged by the stream at certain 
seasons of the year, considerable water way would have to be pro- 
vide*, bv means of arch culverts, if a different mode of construc- 
tion were adopted. The material for embankment would be rock, 
the treat part of which it would be necessary to borrow. . 

° whpr<= the Dale Creek crossing occurs, on the profile, a com- 
parative estimate will be found- -1st, of embankments, which arch; 
and 2d, of truss bridging, with pier and abutments. In the esti- 
mate of quantities, the fills are suppose^ to 'be made by borrowed 
material, that plan was adopted in the estimate of last year, it 
has for that reason been continued in this. _ _ 

Thi^ Jrae intersects the surveys of 1884, at Station MbO 
of the Chevenno Pass line, west of the crossing of the Big Laramie 
R'-ver, and" is at or near one of those points which, in my report 
of last Year's survyys, I regarded as fixed. The above estimate, 
for purposes of comparison, is given from a point (on the bouth 
Platte and Cache la Poudre line) equally distant from Julesburg 
with Camp Walbach, on the Lodge Pole Creek, and continued to 
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f^ : i? R +1 146 ?. 0n the Laramie Plains, the' common point of convergence 
oi all the lines crossing the Black Hills, v,_ om,w 

Elevation amounting. to 5000 feet is overcome between La Port* 
and the STMr.it of Antelope Pass, Distance 42,8 miles; average 
grade, 70 feet per mile. ' ■ " 

The character of the material is the same as that encountered 
in our crossing of last year from Camp Walbaoh, specimens of which " 
may be found in the office of the Company in lew York. ~ ' 

p ln looking over the line as run, it seemed to present the 
following marked characteristics; 1st. The line fro-* either La 
Porte or Park Station, looting easterly, presents an uniformlv 
smooth and favorable surface for a road bed; in this resneet it i- 
superior to any other; and 2d, on the western slope of this ranee 
its profile is incomparably better than can be obtained on any * 
other line crossing the Black Hills. It would seem that the' only 
point upon which the superiority of this line could be called in 
question is the matter of distance, it being 54.46 miles longer ' 
than the Cheyenne Pass line, and 34.72 miles longer than the line 
by way of Crow Creek. 

Laramie Plains. 
My instructions required such an examination to be made of 
the country west of Laramie Rive, , as would demonstrate the prac- 
ticability of reaching the valley of either the ;fampah or Snake' 
Rivers, by passing over the Medicine Bow Mountain:-; ,' and by means 
of the North Park, and head waters of the North Platte, reaching 
the tributaries of those streams, and find a line that would be ' 
practicable" south of that of 1864, ' .' 

The main fork of the Laramie seemed to promise the best 
opening. I supposed that by following it for some distance, and 
then taking the first important tributary received by it, from the 
west draining of the Medicine Bow range, an opening might perhaps 
be found . 

fe continued the line until its direction became such as to 
be uselss for our purpose,* being east of south, which seemed to be 
the direction of the valley for a considerable distance in advance 
of our line s beyond the locality Inhere the Medicine Bow range as a 
spur leaves the main Snowy Mountains, No tributary of any impo r- 
tance draining the Medicine Bow Mountain empties into the main fork 
of the Laramie . 

In point of direction the left hand fork would have been 
better than the main stream, which our line followed, as it seemed 
to penetrate the Medicine Bow Mountains further. Still it did not 
promise sufficiently well to keep us longer; as the summer was 
passing away,. and much yet remained to be done to the eastward. 

La ram i e Canon. 
My instructions further required, that I should make an 
examination of the Canon of the Laramie in the Black Hills. As any 
examinations made by me could only result in a reiteration of views 
given in my report of 1864, I thought it advisable to delegate the 
matter to Mr. Case, he was therefore requested to make the recon- 
noissancs, starting from our camp (at the Big Laramie Station), 
accompanied by First Assistant P» T, Brown, and twenty men of our 
escort. . 

While the examination was being ttade the Indians were in our 
immediate neighborhood in force, committing depreciations daily, 
robbing trains, murdering emi grant s, burning the stations of the 
Overland Stage Company, although garrisoned by troops, and so inter- 
fering with business -as to make the mails very irregular and uncer- 
tain. You are respectfully referred to Mr. Case's report of this 
reconnoissance . 

Augttfet 1st- -We steered our course 'for a low gap in the moun- 
tains, where we felt sure of finding the head-, of the canon. This 
place we reached about 3 P. M» , or so near it] that we discovered 
our mistake. I have little doubly that at some time it has been 
one of the outlets to the great inland lake , the bottom of which 
is now known as the Laramie Plains', The mountains are low at this 
point, as they are all the way from it, northward to the present 
outlet of the river. 

After discovering our error, we turned our course to about 
N. 70 W # and kept this direction until we came very unexpectedly 
upon a beautiful fresh water "lake, nearly circular, about 2 miles in 
diameter, with white sand beach, upon which beat a miniature surf. 
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Having seen.no fresh water for many miles, and our route for nearly 
the entire day having been over a "Sage Brush desert," the siPlit of 
this beautiful lake was very "ratifying to man and beast, fe^a-ned 
upon its "banks. 

August 2nd, We continued our march in a northerly direction 
within sight of .the river, and upon the Eastern side until we came 
to the nearest available camping place to the head of the Canon, 
whdre we went into caw p. 

August 3d-. Leaving' the escort, except three men who volun- 
teered, to accompany us, at the head of the Canon, we started clown 
the river on foot and continued our wearisome march until 3 P, f,-:. 
part of the time along the narrow valley of 'the river; then climb- 
ing over* projecting points, two or three hundred feet high, no 1 // 
wading around projecting rocks and oftener clambering along their 
almost perpendicular face,. 

The distance we travelled, 1 estimated at 15 miles, or 20 by 
the winding of the river. The whole of this distances, -excepting 
one-half mile, 1 saw •• 'the river and valley. It is a narrow crooked 
valley; but in no place that we saw the river was it in a close 
canon. In my opinion, a practical railroad line could be obtained, 
as far as our exploration extended; but the bridging and .tunnelling 
through projecting point's would be expensive. 1 should think there 
would be an average of 4 bridges of 150 feet span per mile, A - 
bridge of 100 feet span would pass the water, if crossed at right 
angles; the tunnels would in most cases not exceed HOG feet in length; 
one would be from 800 to 1000 feet in length. There is no evidence 
that th--- water ever rises six feet -above the ordinary "stage. A, 
our camp, of Aug, 3x , the walls of the canon are 250 feet apart, 
and rising, say 100 feet at a slope of 1 to 5. On the bank of the 
river, and standing not two feet above the ordinary stage of water, 
are luxurious pine trees, 30 inches in diameter, with the bark 
upon them unmarred or bruised by floating ice and drift wood. 1 
should third?: the stream fell for the first ten miles 50 feet 
£o the mile, the balance of the distance, 

I was distappointed in the general character of the anon. 
The depression in the mountains is very r ought cut, laterly with 
deep gorges; the mountains rise on either side ten. or twelve hundred 
feet, in distances varying from one to two miles from the river. 
It is f without doubt, the loirest depression in the range , or the 
Laramie River would not have found it for the exit of its waters. 
Prom a high point about 13 miles from the head of the canon, we could 
distinctly see th" Plains, and the timber upon the North Platte, 
I should not think the distance from this point to the outlet of the 
canon over ten miles; and not over ten miles by the windings of the 
river from the lowest point reached by us in our exploration. 

Starting from Cache la Poudre line on the Laramie Plains, re 
commenced running thfc line easterly, with the intention of making 
it an inedpendent line, looking to Crow Greek as our eastern con- 
tinuation, connecting finally with South Platte, line, or future 
survey of the Lodge Pole Creek, as might seem most advantageous. 

No difficulties were met with on the western slope, the sum- 
mit was' reached without difficulty. Much of the eastern slope was 
favorable, until the country commenced dropping off too fast, and 
we were finally forced to abandon the line on that side. At this 
time, I resolved to move our transportation to Camp Walbach, and by 
taking up our abandoned lines of last year, endeavor to find a prac- 
ticable line which would intersect the line last run at the summit, 
this was done, and the whole becomes what I shall designate as the 

Crow Creek line. 

This line may be considered as having a common starting 
point at Camp Walbach, with the line of last year, and occupying the 
■same ground as far as Station 79 or where the .Cheyenne Pass line 
crosses the Lodge Pole Creek; from thence it Keeps to the south of 
it on the divide between the Lodge Pole and the waters of the Crow 
Creek, frequently crossing tributaries of the latter, one of which, 
near the summit, forms the most prominent feature of the line. It 
Intersects the Cache la Poudre line at Station 2808, on the Laramie" 
Plains from thence our line is common to both, to the intersection 
with the Cheyenne Pass line, at station 1480, near the Laramie River. 

It will be discovered that the alignment of this crossing, is 
inferior to either of the others, a glance at the map will show that 
we approach very nearly the summit of Cache la Poudre line at _ 
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Antelope Pass, ■ , 

This is, in point of distance, the shortest line that can 
"be obtained over the Black Hills, with grades less than 116 feet 
per mile . 

Work on the mountains being completed, and as it seeded 
impossible to make any satisfactory examination of the North Fork of 
Platte River, without postponing all further surveys on the South 
Pork for the present season, which as I stated before , in the 
absence of instructions, 1 could not consider, advisable, I started 
Mr, Browne with the bulk of the party at La Porte, to tun the line 
easterly to the 100th meridian for the purpose of making connection 
with the surveys that had been pushed westerly from the Missouri River 

Here I left Mr. Brown, taking with me as many of the party as 
could be spared without delaying the work, my object being to place 
the office work in a state of forwardness, as well as to dispense 
with surplus men as soon as practicable . 

The wisdom of the course taken is apparent from the fact 
that the greater part of the office work consequent upon nearly six 
hundred miles of explorations was completed simultaneously with the 
work in the field, 

. The line in the valley of the South Platte 1 shall not dwell 
upon; its favorable character is so well known, its features, inan 
engineering point of view so tame, that aside from our 'survey having 
determined the question of distance, nothing new with regard to it 
can be furnished a 

Mr. Brown* s Progress with the survey was uninterrupted until 
he reached Alkali, a point nearly equidistant from Julesburg and 
Cottonwood. There an order was found requiring Captain Griff en, 
who commanded our escort, to remain at Alkali* to do garrison duty 
there. The New York troops, twenty-five in number, in command of 
Lt. Collin .{they had joined the party at the junction) were likewise 
ordered to report at Denver thus leaving them without, escort of any 
kind, and making it impossible for them to remain in the field. 
Being at Omaha at the time, 1 wass immediately notifed by Mr. Brown 
of the state of things, and lost no time in communicating with Major- 
General Dodge, who fortunately happened to be within reach by tele- 
graph at Central City, Colorado, with Major General Wheat on, command- 
ing the district, and with Brigadier-General Heath, commanding the 
sub-district, in which the troops happened to be, when the detail 
was changed , and who issued the order, 

I do not Irtish to question either the wisdom or the necessity 
of this change in our escort, and I refer to it here 'for the purpose 
of explaining the delay, amounting to ten days; a delay rendered the 
more important from my being in receipt of the following telegram: 

"Copy" 

lew York, lee. 26 , 186 5, 

Ja^» A. Evans, Div. Eng, *..*,,■,* 

Line must be run up Lodge Pole Creek, to connect with line 
through Cheyenne Pass- also, at or east of 100th meridian line, from 
Republican into Platte Valley, and from Platte Valley into Republican 

Pork, both looking westward. 

(Signed) 1. 0. Durant . 
I immediatelv telegraphed Mr. Buown to return to Julesberg, at 

the mouth of Lodge Pole Greek, and there wait for escort; this he did 
with the party, in company with the lew York troops, who were en 

route for Denver, 

I did not think it either safe or prudent for the party to go 
up the Lodge Pole with a less escort than 70 men. Brig* Gen. Heath 
had already informed me that he could not spare more than thirty, 
rho were ready on their way to join the, party, haying left Fort 
Kearney on the 2d of October. The balance, would have to come from 
Ft Easamie 9 distant from Julesberg 180 miles, and rendezvous there, 
■While this arrangement was in progress,, I received your permission 
to abandon for the oresent the running of the Lodge Pole line, 
T felt like urging the postponement for the reason that early snows 
had "ready fallen in the hills; and as the extent of the dely about 
escort seemed as uncertain as the continuance of good weather to do 
the work, it was becoming doubtful whether we could run the line, and 
make our -uch desired connection at the 100th meridian certain. 
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The balance of the instructions contained in the fore°-oin- 
uelegram could be carried out by using the party then engaged in 
locating the second 100 miles from Omaha West, in charge of Mr 
Edwards, who were at that time nearly through their labor 
1 * v, Thrs arrangement, with the consent of Mr, Ainsworth, eiriner 
in charge at Omaha, was made; end I joined them at the lOOthe meridian 
f?L ? f Ur 'P ose ° f inning one of the lines, Mr. Brown, in the mean ' 
time, taking up the line at Alkali. 

The exploration made between the Platte Valley and Republican 
Pork enables us, with the aid of nfetes obtained at the land office 
at Leavenworth, Kansas, to furnish information of the district 
that will be found valuable. 

The line from the 100th meridian southeasterly can be preatlv 
improved over the profile we have, by deflecting to the eastward 
sooner than we did. Keeping out of the valley of Deer Creek alto- 
gether, and reaching the valley of the Republican, eight or ten miles 
below the mouth of Deer Creek. f[ e should have traced that ] ine at 
the time, but our escort was small, taking into consideration what 
Jrhe red-s'-ins were doing onthis very divide still further west; in 
addition to that, the time for which the detail was made expired on 
the day following the completion of the line, and it became 1 necessary 
for them to report at Ft. Kearney. I afterwards succeeded, through 
the kindness of Gen. Heath, in having them transferred to Mr. Brown, • 
thereby strengthening his escort so as to enable him to run the 
other diagonal line. 

1 am very confident that an extremely favorable profile can 
be obtained from the Galley of the Republican to the Platte Valley, 
by leaving the valley of the former 8 or 10 miles below the mouth 
of Deer Creek, Keeping on the divide east and north of that stream, 
and intersecting the line as run on the table overlooking the Platte 
Valley, no streams or depressions would be encountered. The grading 
would be reduced to a minimum; but few structures of any kind° would 
be required, and tha gradients would be light. It must be evident 
that a more favorable line (crossing the divide between the Republican 
and Platte Rivers) can be obtained in a northwesterly than in a south- 
westerly direction, for the reason that the Platte has no tributaries 
between the mouth of Plum Creek and Fort Kearney; whereas the Repub- 
lican Fork takes in frequent affluents, having deep valleys in a 
direction very unfavorable to any line coming into the valley of the 
main stream in a southwesterly direction. 

Our line from the 100th meridian easterly, connects with the 
surveys of the Kansas Branch at the mouth of Deer Greek,' They carried 
their survey some eight or ten miles further up the Valley of the 
Republican, A few days before we reached their line, they were 
compelled to leave the field for want of sufficient escort. 

The valley of the Republican, compared with that of the 
Platted, is narrow and crooked, with frequent tributaries, making 
necessary a large amount of bridging. 

The hostility of the Indian tribes made it extremely difficult 
and dangerous exploring the country in advance of the party; the con- 
sequence was ? that in some cases instrumental surveys were made where 
mere personal examinations would have sufficed, could such exploration 
have bean made with safety. 

There is a difficulty in conveying to others a proper idea of 
the amount of annoyance this contemptible race caused us. The 
constant vigilance required and practiced night and day: the impossi- 
bility of dividing the party; when the interests of the survey 
required it; the necessity for being constantly armed, and the danger 
of leaving the party for short distances' to reconnoitre, may be 
enumerated ax some of the inconveniences we' constantly labored under. .. 
Fortunately our escort very effectually did its. duty, I doubt much 
if the whole volunteer service could have furnished us a more careful 
and efficient officer than Capt. Thoas. H. Griff en, First Nebraska 
Cavalry* There does not seem to be any probability of a better 
order of things existing in the future,, From what I know of the 
Indians, an experience - extending over several years, 1 am not disposed 
to place any reliance upon any treaty that may be made with them, as 
it would require the same military force to carry out its terms, as 
would be required to give them a merited chastisement for offences 
already committed , and such an one as would lead the r -~ to respect, the 
rights of others in the future.' The Indians of the plains, the 
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most annoying of any, can be considered only as outlaws, thieves, 
and vagabonds, having no bond of union, no power to enforce any 
obligations they may voluntarily enter into, and no cohesion other 
than that existing arc on g thieves- everywhere—the desire for plunder. 

Such has been the kindness- with which they have been treated, 
to such 'an extent have their offences been overlooked » 'and by some 
palliated, that they now look upon the whites with a feeling akin 
to contempt. A sad state" of things existing among savages, who* 
can only be made to behave themselves through the medium of their 
fears, 

1 am of the opinion that, until they are either exterminated, 
or so far reduced in numbers as to make their power contemptible, 
no safety will be found in that vast district extending from Ft. 
Kearney to the mountains and beyond * To do this, no civilized 
manner" of conducting expeditions against them will be either suffi- 
cient or successful; means will -have to be used that some would 
consider sharp and unwarranted methods of warfare/' 

On January 6th, I860, I received a dispatch from Mr. Edward 
Creighton stating' that the Commissioners passed over the road today 
and telegraphed the Secretary that they find first section of forty 
miles in superior order. This was the first examination of the 
completed road made by the Government, 

On January 25, 1866, I received a peculiar dispatch from Mr. 
Durant. It seemed to indicate that 1 was to go info the field ■ 
instead of going to the head of the Engineering parties. It was ' 
very ambiguous and I immediately wrote him as- follows: 

Ft . ' Leavenworth , March 2 , 1866 , 



\ t am in receipt of your dispatch of March -1st. Can ot you 
^ „, w Lfhi 4 Townh' t can meet you there. It is very uncertain 
STtheTl Snleavatere fo°go to Omaha in March. Boats may be, by 
ttr+ime von leave running from St. Joseph to Omaha. 
tUe .lota as 1 fSlly understand your dispatch. If you 
^re me to take -the field ^e the J^^^^^Zts 
decline; I am able to f^f^^f^f futures of the country shall 
of the different Pa rt "J' "J^^d give oersonal attention to 
be fully and connectedly developed ana feivs, x 

difficult parts of the work. engineering, because 

1 admit the importance of a ^® a ^ ^° 1 p £ ce in making survey- 
ray thorough knowledge of the country ^^P«;-^ onneo ted Myself 
ma v be of benefit in that direction and jne ^ ^ ^ aM 
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I think this -must he so plain %o you that- it needs no 
"argument to demonstrate it; and, whether I 'or some one -".else ;goes - 

•to Grnafea- let ,- it e~ impress upon ypti the- importance', of commencing 
■ .this year's work by placing' at/Omaha a cliii'f in whom 'you-' have ' 
-confidence, •"'whom in all things" you will support and whom -you can 

hold responsible that your o|?'"f?€«rs are carried out, and whom '-all 
connected with the road will know they must obey. Do this ."and 
you will see a broad difference : in the road as well as gr r -at p 
"' economy in the expenses. - . ; - ■ . p; 

. Write me" or telegraph me when you start and come by fay of 
St. Joseph. 1 do not see how I .am to go 'to Omaha until I get 
relieved from the army, which will be, I hope,' in April," 

There was a rfpo.fct out that Durant -was going out of the : 
main line and take hold of the fansas branch and that Senator 
Grimes off Iowa favored that line, which rejprt had -no foundation 
in fact.. ' Imer-i UHfir 4o Is : a*c H St-vr$ e«»7i, 

On April 24th, 1868, I met Mr, Durant in St. Joseph, went 
over the conditions of the Union Pacific and everything connected 
with it, and also of my position an it as Chief Engineer and 
1 laformed Mr. 'Durant that 1 would not accept and be responsible 
for the road unless I was givern absolute control; that I had' 

Been "in the -army too- long -and -had- seen-. the- disastrous- -effect -of a 

divided command; that if a man was to take charge of the Union 
Pacific, there must be no interference Wbbfo him; that it was a 
■ question of his managing the road to suit the company and when 
,the time came that he would notido that, then there must be a 
.hange. 1 told him if 1 went on to the road, I would obey orders 
and insist on everyone under me: doing the same and at any "inter- 
ference with my orders, there would be trouble, not only to t'- e 
company but to me. There was a; lack of discipline and we were 
going into a country without law,_whete right was might and that 
the head of the concern to receive respect and obedience from his 
employees, in such a country, must have the active support of his 
superiors. Mr. Durant agreed with me fully. He. 'said he knew there 
was no one who could handle_ th«! matter, as well as I could on account 
of my experience in the army, especially mentioned General 
Grant and Sherman, whom it seems, he had talked to fully in rela- - 
tion to me and they had told him that if I went at the head of - 
the concern, 1 would have their full support and I told him it was 
my plan to get a leave' of absence and leave soon after the first 
of May, if possible. ; 
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I had been urging upon the St. Louis people the importance of 

extending the Northern Missouri Railroad to Council Bluffs with a view 

of connecting with the Union Pacific Railway, and on March 22, 1066,, 

I wrote the following letter to Mr. Isaac H. Sturgeon, President of the 

Northern Missouri Railroad, St. Louis, as follows' 

Hdqrs. United States Forces, 
Kansas and the Territories, 
Fort Leavenworth, Iharch 8, 1866 . 

Isaac H. Sturgeon, Esq. , 

PreSo North Missouri R.R., 
St. Lot.! is, Mo. 
Dear Sir: I desire to call the attention of yourself, your company 
and also of the citizens of St. Louis, to the great importance of a 
speedy extension of the North Missouri Railroad to connect with the 
Central and 77e stern Iowa system, St. Louis stands today in a position 
to make herself the second city in the United States, by simply 
taking advantage of her iv tural resources. Tno?e alone, however, 
will not secure her greatness, as we have often seen the natural 
advantages of one city overcome by othe; cities, by enterprise and 
a judicious use of capital. Your road appears to be the only 
available and speedy agent for St. Louis to retain, her ascendancy in 
the north -west. 

The extension of the North Missouri Railroad from Macon to 
the Iowa State line will, with proper encouragement from St. Louis, 
insure the construction of the Cedar Rapids and St. Louis railroad, 
running northwardly through Davis, ~ : 'apollo, Keokuk and Iowa counties, 
or through Davis, Jefferson, Washington and Johnson counties in Iowa, 
depending on the route that may be adopted in locating the road; 
and we will also secure the construction of the Iowa Central railroad 
which will likewise tap your road at the Iowa State lino and extend 
northwardly, through the east side of Appanoose county, thence by Albia 
in Monroe county, thence by Eddy vi lie and Cskaloosa In Mahaska County j 
thence by llontesuma in Poweshiek County; thence b"' Toledo In Tama County 
and thence to Cedar Falls In Black limAi county, in the state of 
lowa e The first mentioned road to Cedar Rapids from your state line 
Is about one hundred and. thirty mil s lo: g, and the people of Iowa 
have subscribed nearly four hundred, thousand dol ars towards its 
construction. The road to Cedar Falls is about one hundred and forty- 
five miles long, and I learn that the people along the line, in most 
of the counties traversed by it have subscribed enough to grade, 
bridge and tie it. Each of these roads will tap the Cedar Valley 
railroad, now In course of construction to the Minnesota State line. 
Each of thea will, cross every east and west road new building across 
the State of Iowa. The Central will be the shortest and most direct 
to St. Paul from yonr road, whilst the St. Louis and Cedar Rapids road 
will be the shortest and most direct to Dubuque, and. will tap th 
East and. 7est Iowa roads nearer the Mississippi river. hhv 
which St. Louis and your company can give, both of these invaluable 
feeders to your road and the trade and business of St. Louis can be 
rapidly built. The Einneoota Central (Land grant railroad) is completed 
from St. Paul seventy miles southweard and I understand Is under con- 
tract for completion to the Iowa State line at a point whore it strikes 
the Cedar Valley railroad, which Is being constructed through Iowa to 
Cedar Palls, and from Cedar Falls to Cedar Bppids, thus connecting 
St. Paul with St. Louis through the Cedar Eapias ana St. Louis rail- 
road,, These roads in Iowa run through a rich, fertile and well 
settled portion of the State, and. the ideal travel and trade alone will 
more than pay for the investment to construct them. As before stated, 
they cut at right angles all of hhe land grant roads crossing Iowa from 
East to TTest, and all of which are In operation- west of the points of 

junction. Qhica o, always alive, to her,. Interests,, sages and A appreciates 
the value or time in the 17 completion of tuese roaes weso oo uh& L 

Missouri Riv--.-r, and with her own capital and the aid. of that of her most 
eastern allies Is rapidly pushing out her arms west in all directions. 
Is spanning the Mississippi river with bridges, and by her unsurpasslng 
energy and. enterprise, is overcoming every obstacle In bringing into 
her lap the riches, trades and products of Iowa and all the western 
territories. St. Lorrls, to compote with her, must imitate her example, 
She must by material, give life and success to the north and south 
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system, of railroads in Iowa, in the speedy building of wh:i ch her future 
prosperity much depends . She should push your North Missouri railroad to 
the Iowa line wibhou:, delay,, and aid, v/ith all her power, the speedy con- 
struction of the St. Louis and Cedar Rapids and Iowa Central railroad 5 
and this is required at her hands, if she does not intend that her natural 
resources and adYa.nts.ges shall he overcome by Chicago energy, capital and 
enterprise. The next line, and the one that I hold is in a great degree 
to settle the question of St„ Louis controlling the trade and travel of 
the Missouri valley, and its numerous feeders is the pushing of the Platte 
county railroad, up the Missouri Valley until it reaches Council Bluffs 
ana there connects with the Union Pacific railroad main line running west. 
Fifty-five miles of the Platte county railroad are now built, and from 
Savannah north the road is graded and bridged to Forest City, leaving a 
gap of fifty miles from Savannah to the Missouri State line, the entire 
distance being a natural road-bed,, with no obstacles of any moment to be 
overcome. 

From the M issouri State line to Council Bluffs, the railroad 
is now building under the charter known as the Council Bluffs and St. 
Joseph Railroad Company, one -half of .it is graded. The ties for the entie 
distance have been gotten out, and the contractor, Mr. Phelsp, has bound 
limself to complete the road by January 1st, I8"7, and he is abundantly 
able to do it. The energy, enterprise and capital of the people along 
the line has furnished the funds that secured the -building of that portion 
of the road, and. ^ undertake to say that if St. Louis capital will purchase 

the Platte County railroad at the coming sale April 21st--and place its 

management in the hands of live men, to be controlled to subserve the 
Interests of the country "through which it passes and St, Louis, that 
the citizens of St. Joseph and the ©ountry through which it passes will 
furnish such portion of the funds as will secure the building of the line 
from Savannah, to the Missouri State line, where it will meet the road from 
Council Bluffs by the first day of January 1867. This now threatened gap 
bridged over St. Louis will have a. railroad communi cation through the 
heart of the Missouri Valley, tapping all the important towns and cities 
in the valley and connecting with all the railroads running east or west 
from it at their termini or initial points. To railroad men the importance 
o :' such connection needs no further demonstration, but of more importance 
than all these is the fact that this gives to St. Louis the first connec- 
tion with the Union Pacific railroad main line, whicla runs from Omaha, 
now built sixty miles west, which brings it to a parallel of longitude 
sixty miles west of Topeka. That road will be at Ft. Kearney the coming 
season, and with the Platto country road and its extension to Iowa in 
the control of St. Louis, it would give to St. Louis the exclusive con- 
trol of the business of this road until a road is completed across Iowa to 
Council Bluffs from the west, which can not be before January 1868* 

With these roads com leted, St. Louis cuts all east and west roads 
now "built or to be built across lo , r a and Minnesota at right angles, and 
becomes the equal competitor with Chicago, for all trade going east or west 
■over them. 17ith the road built to Council Bluffs, St. Louis, through thd 
West branch of your road and the road to Council Bluffs, which will be 
but a continuation of your vfest branch, taps the initial points of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division, from Kansas City, from the 
Union Pacific Railroad from Leavenworth west, from Atchison west, from 
St. Joseph west, and finally from Omaha west, and cap control the trade 
and traffic over it for one year at least before any road from the west 
will reach Omaha, giving St. Louis much advantage over any eastern road 
that may be built to compete for ihis trade; but instead of being success- 
ful competitors to carry off business frrmi your road and your state and 
city, they and your road will become feeders to each other. 



The people of your city should not place a light estimate on the 
value of the business a year in advance of them. I suggest to you or to 
any other experienced railroad man, whether a year'.s advantage in time, 
and especially with a road of the Importance of the Union Pacific Railroad, 
does not for all time exercise a controlling Influence in directing the 
trade and travel .of the country through which its connecting road runs. 
Further, persons can start from Sal Lake, take the Union Pacific railroad 
to' Omaha, the Council Bluffs and St. Joseph railroad, and the Platte country 
and |\Torth Missouri railroad to St. Louis and reach St, Louis In the same 
time 11 that parties taking the Union Pacific Railroad eastern division, and 
Missouri Pacific railroad do, the increased distance of the former over 
the latto:r being only thirty miles, and the former has a contiguous valley 
route nearly til the way, thus avoiding the broken country and necessarily 
heavy grades, the Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division will have to 
overcome between the Lansas and Platte rivers. Freight can be taken on 
the former) road at least one-eighth cheaper than over the latter. I do 
not, however, state these facts as any disparagement to the Union Pacific 
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railroad, • eastern division, as I know St. Louis controls all trade over 
that road and the Union Pacific railroad, eastern division, will control 
the trade and traffic of lew Mexico, southern Colorado and Kansas,, which 
alone will give it an immense traffic, "but it depends entirely upon 
her merchants and capitalists whether St. Louis will control or reap the 
benefit of any of the trade and travel that comes over the main line 
and its other branches. 

At the sale of the Platte County railroad. on the 21st of April 
five hundred thousand dollars cash will give to, St. Louis, the platte 
country railroad. Ijtf learn it is in "bad condition and poorly equipped 
but could "be put in good order which could not cost a' heavy outlay. 
This road, 52 miles long, from Savannah to Weston controls nine-tenths ' 
of the trade from St, Joseph to Leavenworth City and 1 west and should "by 
all means belong to St.' Louis. , '• 

This would be paying only $10,000 per mile for a road already 
built, with a "business established. To build such a road now would cost 
from §20,000 to f 25, 000 per mile. The .mortgage alone that can be jblaced 
on this road after it is "purchased, wit.i the aid that parties known to 
me stand ready to guarantee, will finish the Platte country railroad from 
Kansas City to the Iowa State line, and give St. Louis a' railroad connec- 
tion with the Union Pacific railroad at Omaha by January 1st, 1867. 

After this road is built, it would carry over it not only all 
material to build the Union Pacific railroad at Omaha but also the vast 
amount of produce, machinery, manufacturers and stores of all kinds now 

being pushed into northern Colorado, Nebraska, Western Dakota, Utah, 
Montana and Idaho. 'The United States Government last summer sent over 
this route about forty million po unds of freight and there passed Port 
Kearney, going west, from March 1st to August 1st, 1885, nine thousand 
three hundred and eighty six teams and eleven thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-five persons. 

St. Louis can, in one year, become master of the trade of the 
Missouri .Valley and all west of it, and divide with her Eastern compe- 
titors all the trade of the Missouri and all west of it and divide with h 
her eastern competitors all the trade of Iowa and Minnesota. Whether she 
sees or not, I can assure her that her rivals do, and that they are 
straining every nerve, using every exertion and are advancing the capital 
with a lavish hand to reach the Missouri river first and thereby secure 
the first eastern connection with all roads running west from the 
Missouri river and north of Leavenw-.rth city, St, Louis has, today, one 
year's start. Will she avail herself of it? 

The bonds of your company offered to accomplish the purpose here 
set forth, are certainly as good, if not better, than any railroad bonds 
in the market. It seems to me that they can but be one of the best and 
safest class of bonds to invest in. Yrai should meet the ready sale for 
them and press your work forward on the main line and west branch with 
all possible dispatch. 

Central, Eastern and western Iowa are looking to St. Louis today 
to carry out these projects, Tfee moment she does, she is master of the 
Country west of the Mississippi but let her fail to make the connection 
with the railroad system of Iowa and Minnesota and to connect with the 
great government railroads running west of the Missouri river north of 
Leavenworth City and she will lose beyond all redemption the great over- 
land trade and travel that will flow to and from all the territories and 
stafees north of the Nebraska line. 

Saergy, enterprise and capital will overcome all the natural 
advantages that St, Louis now possesses and holds out as her excuse for 
tardiness and inaction. The problem is a simjble one. St. Louis, by 
building 150 miles of railroad north of Macon City, taps on the shortest 
and most feasible line one thousand miles of railroad already built to 
Iowa and Minnesota, with which you might stj she has now practically 
no connection. Your company has good bonds to build in Iowa and the 
people of Iowa are contributing what they are able, showing their desire 
to get to St. Louis. Will St. Louis furnish the ba">ance neede to 
complete the 150 miles? 

Tfee Platte country and the Council Bluff 9 and St. Joseph rail 
roads have a controlling connection with all railroads west of the 
Missouri river, and although pushing directly north 200 miles from 
Kansas City before turning west, St. Louis, through its west branch 
is only by that route thirty miles further from Denver than by any 
other route and she thereby mak-~s the great Missouri Valley and all the 
western mines and territories a feeder to her beyond all question and ■ 
for all "time to come. Your company has the bonds to enable you to build 
the West branch as far north as Kansas City and perhaps beyond, and all 



It, Louis will have to do to secure' these ;reat advantages is to r 
raise a company at once to puroho.se the Platte country railroad. 
Wit, such a company at once to purchase t,i,e Platte country railroad, with 
such" means as the people of St. Joseph and those living on the imc.cn- 
■structed road, south of Weston and not?th of Savannah, and the bonds the 
company could, issue,- there would be no difficulty in finding contractors 
who would "build the road -and have it completed by or near the 1st of 
January 18-6 7 „ 

Let .St. .Louis fail to build these roads and the trade of Iowa 
and Minnesota escapes her entirely six months in the year, and at the 
very season when the produce of the year is made ready for the market. 
'During the other six months when the trade is lighter, it is divided, 
St.. Louis obtaining what may flow down, the Mississippi River. For all 
trade and- traffic of the Missouri Eiver and all the country north of the 
Nebraska line, she mist fight inch by inch wit:; east, and west roads, 
with their connecting roads and all their business associations against 
h-'r and all inevitably tending from. her. 

The question of the capital of the Mighty Empire now building- 
up around us in the west is to "be decided by the di recti n the trade of 
the 13est and northwest shall finally take. 

I ask that you will place this matter before your company and the 
capitalists and property holders of St. Louis, that they may take 
such steps as will protect their interests before it is too late: and 
with the hope that, means may be devised to build, these roa.es this year, 
I am, " 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
G. M. Dodge 
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It ivill be seen by the letters of General Sherman giving 

me leave of absence that he had a personal interest in the 'building cf 

the Union. Pacific Railroad. This came from the fact that when in 

California in. 1849, he was sent up to Sacrewenfo n i ty to instruct Lt , 

V'arner and roLl. lieirison of the Army Engineering Corps, to mute surveys 

across the Sierrr Nevada Mount, a ins for the purpose of ascertaining the 

possibility of crossing that range with a railroad. It was generally 

assured that such a road could not be built along any of the ■ngigrant 

road3 then in use and ""arner's orders wore to wort farther north up 

the Feather Riven or sooe of its tributaries. 

■ On January 17th. 1359, '! , n „ n'^rrmar, sent a letter to hlr brother 

/', 

Senator John Sherman, giving his views on this question,, This letter , 
which is as follows, was published in the National Intelligencer end 
was headed j "Notes on the Pacific Railroad." 

"A failooad to connect theAtlantie and Pacific Oceans is a 
work of oo much importance n nd so captivating in its nature, that for 
the past ten years Its construction has teen a favorite theme with all 
classes, and everybody has his project. 

In the general appropriation bill of March 1353, Congress 
provided for- the exploration of the country between the Mississippi 
River and Pacific Ocean, 'for the express purpose of collecting reliable 
and authentic information on this very subject* The explorations were 
conducted under the direction of Hon, Jefferson favis, then Secretary 
of War,, by several parties , all of which were commanded by of fleers 
of the army ? except on one route, the meet northerly one, by Governor 
StevenBj who had been en officer of the Engineer Corp?, Each party was 
accompanied by Civil Engineers, Geologists, Mineralogists, Botanists 
and other scientific it: en, and the vast amount of valuable informal ion 
thus required is given to Congress and the country in eight large volumes 
The same general plan wae pursued by each party; distances nere measured 
by odometers » heights by barometers and a descri tion of th- country, 
its ■mountains, valleys , water, grass, stone, timber &c „ are given as 
far as seen to the right and left'. For the thoro'ugh -understanding of 
so important a question, these volumes should be critically examined, 
though the substance of them, bearing directly on the feasibility of 
construction of. the road' itself , is contained in the Secretary's report 
of February ~7, 1355, with the preliminary report of the several heads 
of parties in the first part of Vol. 1. 

Metv events have' transpired since that date bearing laatertolly 
on this subject, such as the increased amounts of land reduced to 
cultivation in Kansas, Utah and New Mexico j the discoveries of new 
mineral wealth near the Colorado of the west; and the examination as 
.to the navigability of that river itself: and, more important still, 
the discoveries of new and rich gold fields near the source of the 
Arkansas s Kansas and Platte Rivers; yet, for the purpose of argument, 
it is better to confine out soloes to the .facts contained in the off! - 
oial reports before referred to. 

Five principal lines were examined, 

1. Along parallels of latitude 47° and 4-9 u north, from 
St. Paul on the Kissisaippi, to Seattle, on Pugot':" Sound, with a branch 
ibo Vancouver, Oregon, by Governor Stevens, Vol, I. 

2. Neor parallels 41° and 42° north, from Council 
Bluffs, on the tfissoui-i, to Benicia, California, deport by Lieut, 
(now Captain) Beckwith, 3d Artillery, Vol, 3. 
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♦ n p . 3 * , Mear P^tillelts 38° and ?9« from twostnori, Meaourl , 
•o oar Pransisco, by Capt . ^n-,:l. a on, assisted i,y Lieut. Beelrwlth, who', 
ai, tei C*pt. u-'r aeatn prosecuted the exploration *nd n:*d<=> fh- ^nn»t 
la Vol. 2, -" ; •■'' °' - 

, ' „ „ . *• Nsar Pa^allelt 35°, north, from Port Smith, ,A,«Hns^ 
Lo-oon rearo, California, wy Lievr" . tipple, looograrhioai Fu^ lumens 
report. :i n vol, 3. ' ,_> ~ " "" * ' 

8. Hear parallel 32° from Fultoa to San Pedro; vwl + h \ / 
o^i^survei-Q connecting It with San Diego and tan. Frauc Is; c o, ' Rt porta V 
ov Jiajor nmorgyg Capt, Fop«, Lion La. Williamson and prk* of th,- To no 
graphical Engineers In Vol.s 5, G, and 0. -■ - • - °P° 

It is manifest that Secretary Davis haoRre ."om-irp^ - a -r 
" all jy period of these explorations, that the last na-ed most ^onth-'d- 
routs possessed, more nr.to.rol advantages and facilities for * ho eeni-w^ 
■ <\ raced rational railroad, for the line has hesn ro.ro fullv end cflo-opi^ 
" examined and reported on than any other, and in hie renort of F^barrc^v" 
1855 , he gives it his decided preference, ' " " 

Nevertheless, the great bolt of tho wealth, eomwov'ce end 
population of tho United States lies far -north of Fulton i oirl lore l.tres 
would he required to connect the ma.ro/ important railroads a"l reedv°bn 
operation from the Atlantic ports to tho 'Mississippi with tbls""aatremn 
southern route; so that, if it can possibly he avoided, it can hardlv 
be expected that Congress win look as far south, for the nations! h'i"'h- 
way , 

In like manner, the route from St. Paul along our extreme 
northern territories is too far north to mate easy con.neotio.nr. eastwards 
and south-east. It also terminates In the Pacific Ocean at the unimpor- 
tant harbor of Seattle , or, more objectionable still, at Vancouver, 

within tho Columbia River, whose bar la almost impassable to the great 
sailing ships by ohioh the trade of the world Is carried on, 

T'ne souie pursued by Capt. Gunnison up the Kansas to tho 
Arkansas, to the Huerfams and Saugre-de-Chrleto ?ass ? appears so far 
favorable j but from that point, westwards, the Coochetopn Pass, tho 
chasms of Blue, Gra^d, and Creon Rivers, are on pages 85, 86 and 87 of 
Vol. S, described by Capt, Bockvnith as utterly impracticable for a 
railway, Bnd In all subsequent official reports,, this route is treated 
as impossible. 

This reduces the subject to the consideration of two 1 no a 
either of ahioh may be called central, viz. bv navullel -Ho and 42°, or 
hhai of 35°, 

Assuming hew Yore as the great s 3 a- port of the Atlantic, 
St. Looks es the point around which as a centre sill continue to gather 
the rest populous States of our Confederacy, and San Francisco as "the 
great, commercial city of the Pacific Ocean, that Genera'; line of ualleay 
which connects these three points will ''.'.est fulfil the purposes of a 
national highway. But nature has interposed barriers which was cannot 
disregard » Tin very rroen of our continent , out of which flow the sources 
of the great rivers of North America, lay ir J hat direct line, lorclng 
us to seel: a loostrtyloa fou a roadway either to the north or south.lt so 
hap '-ens that the Ilountalns of California compel us to a similar alter- 
native. Of that country I can speak of my own knowledge, but the general 
maps are sufficiently accurate for you to follow me In my description. 
The City of San Francisco is now a fixed fact, with its wharves docks, 
foundries, machine shops, warehouses, and all the requirements of a 
Commercia'' City, She has a harbor of 'unlimited capacity, the approach 
to which ir. sailing or steam ve sales Is remarkably easy and safe. The 
entrance is in process of being strongly fortified » and, even in the 
present condition of defences, J doubt If any foreign fleet would dare 
attempt an entrance. It has c nnection with the farming country by 
bays of easy navigation; and, with the Interior, two great rivers, the 
Sacramento and dan Joaquin, never obstructed, by Ice or snags, afford 
che-dp communication., These two great rivers lie l,n an almost level 
basin, near five hundred miles long in a direct lino, bounded on the east 
by the Sierra Nevada, and the west by the Coast Range, the two ranges 
of mountains uniting at each, extremity of the basin before described and 
enclosing it. 

It so happens that for the past ten years the Sierra Nevada 
has been crossed at every possible point by miners in search of gold, 
by emigrants carina and going, and by skillful and scientific men, 
I, myself, have been along a great part of that range, and have no 
hesitation in saying that there are no passes by which a railway, to be 
travelled by the most powerful locomotion -now ir use, can be carried 
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through the Sierra Nevada?, unless at the extreme head of the Sac r create « 
near the town of Shasta or Fort Reaclia,g or at the extreme hea^ of the 
Sr-.n Joaquin, near the Tejon, (Fori Te.ion). 

I cannot find that any of these have been surveyed with 
sufficient accuracy, via, by chain and spirit level, but' all. have been 
reported 'upon, and measured approximately by barometer. The passes 
through the Sierra Nevada at the head of the Sacramento by Capt. 
Beokwith in 1S54, for whose description 1 refer yon to his report on 
the 41 parallel. Vol. S s second part, pages 56, ; ; '7, 38, 47, 48 and 49, 
viz., from Fort Reading, following the main river, there called Pitt. 
Ihh rough long and rugged canons to the -mouth of Fall River, and thence 
eastward through the Madeline Pass, Either of these are pronounced 
practicable j and estimates of cost of construction have been made. 

Lt. Williamson, also, in the summer of 1855, passed along 
a portion of this same route, viz, from Fort Reading to the mouth of 
Fall River, and though not so favorably impressed as C&pt, Beokwith, 
still he admits the pass "practicable", and therefore we may conclude 
that it is within the range of possibility. 

The passes at the head of the San Joaquin were examined 
with considerable care instrumental!;;- in 1854, and the result is commu- 
nicated at some length in Vol. $, by Lieut. Williamson. He gives pre- 
ference to that known as Tay--ee-chah~pat, near the Tejon; and, iroiit 
conversations with him and many others who have been there, and ray own 
knowledge of the general character of these mountains, 1 am constrained 
to say that my belief is firm that the best route for leaving California 
by railway will be at somo point near Fort Tejon, at the head of the 
San Joaquin. I have therefore arrived at the conclusion that the con- 
templated railroad mint follow one of two general routes , which [ will 
proceed to describe In order. 

The first starting from Council Bluffs follows substan- 
tially the valley of the Platte with easy grades, to Forts Kearney and 
Laramie, thence along the North Pork through the Black Hills to Sweet- 
water and South Pass of Fremont; thence to Bridgers Fort, and through the 
Wahsatch Range, by Y/eber Creek, or the Timpanagos, to Salt Lake Basin;. 
across it south of the Lake to the Humboldt Mountains, aoorss them to 
the river of the same naae, down it to its great bend ; thence by the 
Mud Lakes to Made 1 in or Noble's Pass, across the high tabic lands of the 
Sierra Nevada; down the fearful chasms of Pitt River to Fort Reading, 
and thence by the lev el plain of the Sacramento to Benicia, or .navigable 
waters of San Francisco Bay, (Vol. 2), 

Air Line, 1,410 miles. 

Distance by route proposer], 2032 miles. 

Suns of ascents and decents, 29,120 feet.. 

Length of' level line of equal working expense 2,583 miles. 

Estimated cost, | 116,085,000. 

The advantages of this route are : - 

1„ It makes easy connections with the many railroads East 
already finished or in process of construction. 

2. Its sum of ascents and decents is less than that of any 
other line examined, except the dxtreme northern one. 

3, Utah, with its population, timber, coal and provisions, 

is en- route. 

4 a It is substantially the old emigrant road, with which ell 

are familiar, ,,,-.,, ,, , 

5. It enters California by the Sacramento Valley, the most 

populous and valiv bio 'of the State, 

The objections are:- 
1. The cold weather and snows, -from Laramie to Salt Lake, and 

in the passes of the Sierra Nevada. , ,„.-„• 

2 The conviction expressed to me personally by Capx., van 
Vliet and others, in whoa I have confidence, that; in their judgment ^ 
founded on actual observation, a railroad cannot be built from Laramie 
to Salt Lake, and my own similar opinion of the passes at the head of 

the Sacramento. c , n i . +1 m, „„„i„ 

3 The surveys of Carat. Staubury and apt, Beokwith s though 
sufficient for exploration, are" not odhclusive in a railroad location. 

" ' Oautcin Beokwith , with whom I am well acquainted, was here a 
few days aro', nnd is of the opinion that further examinations should be 
nwde befor" e -oad be located: he thinks it possible a route maybe 
foSnd from the neighborhood of Pike* s and Long's Peaks, inw oaxt Lane 
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sS^ksfLriS?! 6 th ° V6ry ! " anG SOrl0nS °V°°"°»-' *° «•<• one * y 

, ., „ , ThQ othcr rollte should start from fits vicinity, Leavenworth, 

to the Valley of the Kansas, to Fort Riley, up Snoirv H111 Fori; end 

across to the Arkansas, near Bont»s Port; thence, by Port Union to' 




the desert to the Mohave, up it to abreast of the Te]on; enter- 
ing California by one of these passes, whence into San Francisco cUv, . 
several go-^d routes present themselves, the best in rar judgment 
be inn; that described by Lieut, Parke in Vol. 7, vis, from the Teijon 

Pass into the Valley of the Salinas or Monterey River, above the old 
mission of San Miguel; fo lions the Salinas near the Ocean , turn round 
the spur of the Gavilan range into the Pajoro Valley, follow it to neae 
Gilroy's ranch, and thonoe by the Ocyifcte to San Jose, and so on into 
the city of San Francisco. 

This route differs materially in location from Lieut, Fhipple's 
yet the elements for cost &c . -ill not very materially from his, which 
are therefore given by way of , preference „ 

Font Smith to San Francisco, air line, 1,550 miles. 

Distance by proposed route, 2,094 miles. 

Sum of ascents and cte cents, 48 , 521 feet. 

Length of level Line of equal working erpense, 5,015 miles. 

Estimated cost 1106,000,000, 

The advantages of this route are ; - 

1, Easfe of connection with all the great roads building from 

The greater amount of fertile land in its whole extent , 
that reaching from the Rio Grande to the Greet Colorado,, 
The greater amount and better distribution of timber for 
especially in the reach before referred to, • 
The greater amount of points of delivery for iton and 
the we s tern a dn most costly part, 
The better and more uniform suoply of water along its whole 

The absence of heavy drift snow in the winter (Lieut * 

the mi nter in the highest points.) 
The objections are ; - 

A greater amount of ascents and de cents than by 41° -end 42° 

The read enters California by the Valley of the San Joaquin, 
less valuable than the Sacramento Country. 

5 9 The surveys are not sufficiently accurate to justify the 
estimate. 

As between the two routes , therefore, on the best evidence at 
hand, I am fore sd togiva decided preference in the latter. Yet 1 
assert that none of the explorations mere designed to be anything rore than 
a ' reeonncissanoe ; none of them contain the elements for an estimate of. 
cost,, Neither Lietits, Beeknith or Whipple lay down their mutes by the 
tracts actually passed over by them , but indicate "out offs" and valleys 
seen by them from mountain tops at a distance- a most deceptive rule. 
And the great, length of liiae and extent of country to be examined in a 
limited time, forced these genfelmen to rely for altitudes exclusively 
on the barometer j an instrument unreliable and unsuited for railroad 
surveys. Tiro points may have relative heights and distances, admitting 
of easy theoretical connection, which in fact may have intervals utterly 
iinpassable by railway. Nevertheless i have no doubt that the conslusions 
at which they arrived ere substantially coreect, ;and that they have laid 
down the best routes nithint the reach of their observations. 

To illustrate hov« little reliance could be placed on estimates 
without prone r elements and data I will insta ce the fact thr-t Lieut » 
Whipple, w list the details of his journey were fresh in his memory, 
at page 51, Vol. j5', in his preiSmin any report, estimates i tbe cost of 
a railroad from Fort Smith to San Pedro in'Oalifornia at §16,321,2(35, 
Whereas Albert H. Campbell, Civil Engineer mho accompanied Lieut. Whipple, 
gives in the same Vol, 3, part 2 pp 67 to 74, detailed estimates for the 
whole route to San Francisco, some two hundred miles further than San 
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Pedro, and only makes $93,853,005, 

And it also arrears by the table compiled on the last, pag^ 
of Vol. 7, that Lieut, ^hippie hlinself reduced his own estimate in til?* 
office at Washington City to the figure before given s vi.z e §100,000,000 

All the estimates ar-e premature. I think Lieut. Fhinnie's 
first estimate nearer the truth; hat all are mere guesses; hut/ the offi- 
cers who saw the country are better able to guess than wo, mho can only 
judge from their official reports, "' - ; 

It is host to regard the wor'^ as ono of stupendous 'magnitude 
and therefore of extreme cost. But,, admitting <R to amount to two 
hundred millions of dollars, the money will be a better investment than 
in the pur-chase of Cube., the acquisition of any more worthless Mexican 
territory, r in foreign war, I would attempt a fuller description of the 
country traversed by the proposed routes, hut I could not aossiblv condense 
-them better thar you will find In the first part of Volume" 1, end" last of 
Vol. 7, to which I refer you, and then pass to the answers of the question; 
you make. 

The General Government of the United States must build the 
do ad if bull 4 : at al 1 . Because r- 

1st. She Is proprietor of ■the lands through which the road passes. 

Sad. Politically it would unite the heet , Centre and East by bond 
of intercourse, 

end. |n time of war with a strong power, the danger to ships fol- 
lowing the long line by sea to California would force communication over 
land, and then a rAllroad would be a necessity, 

4th, The General Government if. the only party Interested, so to 
speak, with cash and credit enough to undertake so groat, a scheme. 

5th. Tlie public lands along more than 1500 miles of any r-oad are 
not of enough value to raise money by sale or- hypothecation, end any 
company relying on such a source would surel v " fall, leaving the road in 
chaos and confusion. 

6th, So long as there Is so wide a difference of opinion of cos:t 
and location, the subject should remain untrammelled by legislation; 
for admitting grants of money or land to a company between certain 
prescribed parallels of latitude, you must give time for the work at 
least 'ton years, during which time there would be no forfeiture of con- 
tract, and the road might thereby "be blocked for that tlme 

7th. The General G-o "eminent can build the road cheaper than a 
private company because she has an army to keep, engines tinder pay, and 
ships to aid In delivering of material. Again, a road of this vast 
importance must be constructed In the strongest, safest manner, obviating 
all possible necessity of repairs. Now, it is know that contract work, 
unless over-paid, is always bad, and to economise in culverts, bridges, 
cuttings and other like railroad work, would be ruinous and fatal, 

8th , The heat way to build the road would be to combine the con- 
tract' grystetn and pay system. Iron and timber could be safely contracted 
for ? to' be pa 3d for In cash on delivery. Inspection and acceptar.ee by the 
supervising engine -rs at the points to be contracted for. All culverts, 
bridges j tunnels, and side cuttings sould be done under the control of 
engineers In the pay of the Government; the work men to bo "-aid weekly 
or monthly, according to convenience, the object being to get the meet 
labor for the least money. 

9th. All the road as far west as Bent's Fort, might be contracted 
for, and paid for In proporitlon to the progress; and also the part of the 
#oad from San Francisco to the Tejon; but between these two points, 
Tejon In California and Bent's Fort in Kansas, the whole should remain 
absolutely under the control of Congress till the certainty of competion 
Is established beyond a doubt, 

10th„ I attach considerable importance to this point. If Congress 
part with the franchise, or commit herself to private parties, the matter 
will become a mere object of speculation and stock- jobbing; and 
afterwards, if the road become an absolute necessity from war or the 
impatience of the people, then the Government nwoulti be forced to buy out 
the contractors, and pay dearly for it, as a matter of course, 

11th, No particular danger need be apprehended from Indians, They 
will no doubt pilfer and rob, and may occasionally attack and kill 
stragglers; but the grading of the road will require strong parties, eap- 
albe°of defend in. a: themselves j and the supplies for the road and maintenance 
of the workmen will be carried in large trains of wagons,, such as went 
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last year to Salt Lake, none of 'which were molester by Indian So 
large a number of workmen distributed odong the line will introduce 
enoughw hiskey to kill off all the Inn ; ans~within 300 miles of th-~ 
road. ' 

I now assert my belief that the great railroad will not receive 
enough net profits to pay interest on its co'--t. Yot'I will not attemnt 
an estimate of either the cost of the road or its income, t be"! hav^ x 
tho cost will not fall much, if any, bhort of $200,000 000, tho interest 
of which (Government bonds, say five per cent oer annum) world he 
$10,000,000. x ' ' " 

Assuming that no rails 'be used except of the very host quality, ' 
at least ninety pounds to the yard, they should last 20 years; though 
the average durability of the rail, from 60 to 70 pounds to the V3.r0. 
is less Mian ten years, " * 

The chief cost of t tunnelling and grading will be the subsistence 
and maintenance of so many men at points remote from all tho nec^ssari^-. 
of life. 

The cross-ties used will doubtless be of cedar (nothing better) 
pine and oak: but for some reaches cotton-wood, tho most worthless of 
all timber, will have to be used 'till it can be replaced by better. 
The decay, wear and tear of this part of the structure will far exceed 
any estimate heretofore submitted. 

Water and fuel, absolutely necessary to be distributed along the 
road, will be chief items of .expense after the roed is completed » 
In California ? all nlong the road, and even in Kansas, fuel is scarce an 
comparatively dear. Coal used by stealers and steamboats in California 
is all brought from the Atlantic, and ranges from twenty to thirty 
dollars a ton; will average not far from one dollar a bushel, Wood 
is also costly. The coals of the pacific and of Kansas are inferior, 
are tertiary, with much slate and clay. Yon. will be met by contrary 
assertions j but I repeat it, the coals of the Pacific are very poor, 
thin seams, costly to nine,. and of poor quality when mined, Yon may 
rest assured, when coal is worth about a dollar a bushel, every bank 
and seam containing anything like slnuie coal has been tested. 
The Eeilingham Bay Company has had every advantage and is a failure. 

In California th> re can be no coal proper* j in Oregon a little 
Lignite; in Washington territory and. Vancouver's Island poor qualities 
of tertiary coal. The quality improves going northwards and it may be 
in the Russian possessions it is good enough for commercial purposes. 
In like manner the coals diminish in value and quality from the Miss- 
issippi River westwards. The coals of Kansas cost here 25 to 30 
cents a. bushel and are very poor. 

The locomotives will have to be supplied with wood drawn from 
the nearest points of supply, at whatever cost. 

Capt. McClellan, in Vol.1 Railroad reports, pp. 1.15 to 130, 
gives a great many most useful data illustrative of thi cost of con- 
struction and working of railroads* 

I do not think that any person , from known data, can now make 
anything more than a guess et the working expenses of this contemplated 
road; but they wil? far exceed the proportion of receipts laid down 
for other roads lying wholly within a settled country. 

The road will command all the passenger travel, at almost any 
price. All the mails, treasure, express freight, parts of Government 
freights s and in some instances, whore time is material, bulk freights 
as well as all the business of t the country lying within reach of the 
road itself, which, regarding Utah and. New Mexico, even in their 
present condition, and. the Pike's Peak Country as now it bids fair to 
become, will be considerable. 

Yet the point I wish to make ir this^ that in time off peace 
the great trade of the East Indies, China, 'pacific Parts and ev-ui of 
San Francisco itself cannot afford to pay freights across this road, 
only in exceptional .cases. In proof of which l' here copy an extract 
from Hew York Scnote document Ho, CO of 188€: . 

G^st of transport. per ton, per ^ile. 
ocean, long voyage 1 mill, .Short 3 to 4 mills. 
Lake, long voyage 2 " " 3 to 4 mills, - 

Jfeilroad transporting coal 6 to 10 " 

Same not for coal, favorable lines 12 1-2 mills. 
Same, steep grades 20 to 25 mills. 

Also see page 130, Vol. I, railroad reports in that of Capt,' 
MeOlellan before referred to. 



562 



Average freights from Oaluetta tc Boston fdf a ton 

" " nnn+.nn + r. TTn-ifon Q .|, -f ..■> ,-. <t- 



ti H II 



Canton to United States §10 to f.ie. 
Shanghai to " « |io to $20. 



Freights from Boston to San Francisco, average since 18^ c . 
5!'2S a ton. At present .^lS a ton, " ' 



$13, 



average freights from East Indies and Ohinaf to San Francisco 
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Silks usually pay §15 a ton more then teas. 

Hon assuming the average time to the United States from 
China and California by sea in sailing ships to be 130 clays, and from 
China to San. F- ancisco 60 days, end that freight can br brought from 
5a.u Francisco to tlew York in 15 days on a railroad 3,500 miles in 
length, 

A. cargo from Chinat o New York by railroad would save in 
time- 13--60-15-65 days; for which saving of time she would nav 15-70- 
20 - $63 a ton. 

I assume $70 to be the least price at which freights can go on 
such a road that distance. 

From and to San Francisco, the case would stand thus - 

Time 129 -IP —105 days saved. 

Freight 70-20—50 flollars added to pay for that time. Of 
course merchants there and here can look far enough ahead to obviate 
the necessity of such a difference of cost. 

As long as the wind and sea are frs-e there is no competition 
with sailing vessels, 

1 do not iris tone e these things to deter you from assisting 
the great road, but that if should be undertaken rightfully, with a 
full knowledge of the truth, and when begun that it should be with a 
full linowlecdege of its magnitude. 

If is a work of giants , and Uncle Same is the only giant T 
know who can or should grapple the subject,, 

Congress must select the initial points. It is srong to throw 
that responisiblitg? oh the President or any other person. If it be 
a political or commercial lino, in the hallo of Congress is the 
place for contest , and battle; but if if be as I conceive a work of 

eo graph y, then these ey.plorati.ons should be continued, especially 
at the points of doubt, t great number of parties should be in the 
field,' the barometer left at home, and the chain and spirit level 
alone used . The points of supply of timber, provisions, iron end 
everything needed should be noted and located en the maps of surrey, 
so that something like estimates of cost could be made:; or uio re- 
import ant still that Congress may act knowingly and wisely before 
one step is made in the wrong direction. Should these exploration/. 
cost even half a million of dollars, it rill be well spine pt for 
the saving in distance of four or five miles will make that up. 

Wore T in your' stead, I world favor generally a Pacific I'aii- 
road, hut would oppose premature legiilietion upon the ground that it 
in fact retards and delays the future construction of the wort, 1 
would vote for reasonable appropriations to presecu5e the minute sur- 
veys of the route or routes, end announce myself asready to consider 
the subject in its strongest form as soon as the Executive submits a 
plan sustained by estimates and descriptions of country to warrant so 
vast and important a scheme. 

If forced to a premature vote, T would stick as close to the 
route J have named es" possible , because it afford in my mind the 
best chances of success in constructions and working. 

I enclose herewith a map compiled by Major Emery, on which 
I lay down l 'k¥ two proposed central routes , between which I think 
you are forced sooner or later to choose 1 

1 would not wish to be construed as criticising the railroad 
explorations. I am personally acquainted v/itV. all or nearly ell the 
heads of parties: hnow their ability, zeal and honesty and think the 
vast amount of information thus obtained of regions hitherto unknown 
more than repays the country for the cast of the work; but T regard 
them all as nreli binary begun, and conducted on general principles, 
to be followed by more careful surveys es the truth became developed* 
The time for these minute surveys is now and sheuM precede any 
attempt by Congress to locate or favor the location of nay one gen- 
eral route in preference to others," 
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f\J?\ . 0n reaching Omaha on May 8th to take up my duties as Ohier 
Engineer, I found the railroad completed to Fremont, some forty ' 
mites out, and the surveys ivhich I have recited, made. There- 
was no regular head of the organisation west of the Missouri 
River, The engineering, cons trnot ion and operating -departments 
were all reporting separately to New York and getting their 
instructions therefrom. Each . engineering party was looking out 
for its own escort, ¥y first duty was to make a complete organ- 



isation, virtually up oil a military basic because it tws or+ending 
from the western line of settlement in Nebraska to ^5^,, '-eery 
mile of road had to he protected by the military,, I also saw that 
it was neceesary to arm all the forces on the line and I arranged 
immediately to hring about those results. All the engine r ring 
parties, '" \ ; . , right of v/ay, towns, lends and Iota, ' Missouri 
River 1 Bridge, etc, I took charge of and placed my headquarters 
in charge of I'v, «r, E. ' House who' had been with me in the 50 s s 
in my surveys ■ of the M. & M. and also on my early surveys on 
the Union Pacific » His headquarters wore at Omaha and lie was to 
look after things generally in my absence. The construction of, 
the road was then in charge of Mr. S. B, Reed; the operating in 
charge of Mr, Id B. Snyder; -the transfer of material, in charge 
of Mr. H, M, Hoxie and the track-." 1 ay ing, while the contract had 
not been leij-.was in charge of General J. f;» and Ban Casement. 
Very little grading beyond Fremont had been let. All these 
persons were acting as heads of the'Vwork alien I came there so 
I had them all appointed in their positions so that there would 
a responsible head of each, 1 immediately arranged with the 
Army authorites in relation to our protection --both for the 
engineers and of the parties working along the line. The great • 
trouble was that the troops on the plains vie re hardly sufficient 
to occupy the posts and there was a great disinclination of the 
commanders of departments and districts to make details from thes 
posts, G-eneral p, St. George Cook was in charge of the-, department 
Mien I arrived there, but he soon gave way to General C. 0. , Augur, 
and General Gibbon was in charge of the country west of the 
Black Hills, with head cpuarters at Fort Sanders. 1 had written 
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General Grant and Sherman, before I arrived at Omaha, outlining 

my plans and had, received letters from both of them promising mo 

all the support 1 nse&e; in fact, giving me a carte blanche, 

leaving it to my own judgment as to the requests I should make 

for the details for tho protection of the line. General 

Grant wrote me in relation to General Gibbon that while ho was a 

splendid soldier, he was rather technical and strict about 

performing his actual duties and suggested to me to have a 

conference' with him, in regard to the details in his command . 

General Sherman had already written General Augur, I soon got th: I 

whole organization upon a strong basis; in fact, upon s military f 

one so that everyone west of the Missouri River would obey my I 

requests and orders. The men in the engineering corps and upon 

the work were mostly enlisted men and officers of the t¥iro armies. 

The United States Volunteers which I had organized and sent on 

to the pia ins , some of them were still on duty, while others had 

been discharged. Most of them remained on the plains and a 

great many of thorn floated down on to th'' line of the railroad 

fr- 
aud got employment „ \Sj v 

V 

General ,J» f. Casement who had a force of about 1000 men J¥ 

distinguished commander ' ^ ! 

after we got under way, had 'been a>4ivi£io.u. o* f-i*s^iu..in the Union 

Army, . \ : ' . '. , " ". .• ,. ., n His force were all armed and 

I depended upon him to carry out ray orders as to the policing 

of the line whenever it was necessary to use any force that 

I could not obtain from the military. He was very prompt and 

I 
active in such matters, 

1 found that the engineering force which had been put 
into the field foii? that year, 1866, were scattered and were not 
working upon any regular plan, 'I knew that the first problem to 
solve was the crossing of the Black Hills becuase that was con- 
trolling the eastern approach of the line. The company were ^ 
very anxious that we should build the road through Denver if 
possible, or as near to it as possible and therefore they were 
favorable to the Cache-la- Poriare line, 

Tho Black Hills is a mountain range jutting out just north 
of Long's Peak from the rocky Mountains were they take their groat 
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westerly bend towards the Medicine Bow Mountains and this range 

trans almost due north to Laramie P»uak .and fro,,m,., thence to the 

Cheyenne $atggs f^tM^ '"i A Xx-*f -n^e ^,.1 
Belie Forehe Fork of the v :. .. ' -,°\-\ 14?-"ws about 2000 feet 

higher than the divide of the continent tha|r we were to cress 

and the ascent from the plains .was short , while the descent to 

the Laramie Plains was also lacking in distance although the 

Laramie Plains were 1000 feet higher than the plains east, -aj- 1 

t'hcr-feisii of the mountains', 

1 immediately sent out instructions to the engineers in the 

field to accomplish first -the crossing of the Black Hills; 2nd 

the approach and €>rd the connecting up of the different surveys 

made in 1864-5, so as to have one or more continuous line.?, from 

the Missouri Riv c >r to the California State Line, To accomplish 

this , T placed Mr. James ,A „ Evans, who had spent considerable ■/ 

time on the Black Hills, in charge of the lines over the Hills., 

Mr. P. T. Brown, his chief assistant, in charge of the surveys 

up the Republican and South Platte Ri' ers to Denver and over the 

Rocky Mountains west of Denver, Mr. L, I, Rills, in charge of 

the party, was placed in charge of the location up the Platte 

Valley and lines between the Platte and Lodge Pole Valley. Mr, 

Thomas H. Bates was placed in charge of the surveys in Utah, 

.-west of Salt Lake, My examination of the lines of the Black. 
Hills, in my Indian campaigns and on my return in IS65, had, 

.convinced me that .our crossing would be on what was known as 
Mae Lone Tree Creek line and I sent this information to Mr* Evans 
to make surveys over this line so as to determine, without 
question, the proper place to cross the Black Rills. I instructed 

YiAYX 

him to >'■ ;, a ■ '. a summit line from the Cheyenne Pass sent to the 
Caehe-la-Poudr-e and also to run a base line from the Chug Water 
along the east base of the mountains to La Porto so as to 

x 

decide up n the lowest pass in the mountains 'and the highest 

noJnt in the nlains. These parties took up their work immediate- 1 

* " " ' I 

ly. , , 

!\Ir 3. B. Reed who was an able engineer and had made the \r \ 

surveys in Utah, immediately took hold of the grading, letting 
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the contract, for the reading and the operating department with 

what little equipment we had was put in as good shape as 
possible to move our- material. 

I appreciated, that the year's wort was depending entirely 
upon the amount of material that could he brought me from the 
East Over the railroad lines to St. Joe and up the Missouri 
River on steamboat d and landed at Omaha. How many miles of this 
could he done was a problem, yet to he solved. 

After getting all these departments fully at work, I took 
up the details of the work and will recite them in a chennologieal 
order as far as foesibla. 

On May 6th, kr„ Ho^ie wired me from St„ Joseph say leg there 
are boats -in port all the lime and 1 am trying to get cars up 
on St, Louis boats. Am sending iron fast from here, and other 
material,, Bridge timber about all gone." 

On Mav 26th, I vcrote Mr, Evans to have -• line run up 
Lodge Pole Greet to connect with his Cheyenne Pass line, "You 
will then proceed to give that portion of the Black Hills that 
you have already thoroughly examined, a detailed survey so as to 
settle beyond all doubt the practicability or impracticability of 
a line over or through them, especially connecting your line 
running down 'info the Laramie Plains from the summit eastward 
on the Divide between Crow and Lone Tree Creeks as described to 
you. by me in person," 1 also suggested that as a base line for 
the examine. I ion of the Black Hills, that he travel along the 
crest , taking the elevation by barometer or otherwise, where any 
approach or depression of them indie at a a that a road can go 
gotten through, eonnectiug with, the summit of the Cache la 
toudre and Pcfle"" Creek lines. I said, "You must make a detailed 
survey throng' thr Laramie Canon. The men .can pack through. You 
can start then* in from- each end and connect any way you can get 
a lino through so as to give us its levels and topography; also 
'before the party returns, examine the country south of the 
Cache la Poudre where the North Platte enters the mountains south 
of Denver and any passes khtween the Cache la Puilrlre and the Platte 
Rivers that indicate they are passable lines, "lien Mr. E, T. 
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Brown's' part ■? gets to Denver, they can be used for this purpose. 

I/hat we want Is a direct, practical line over the Black Hills 

a.s Boon as poeaiblo, with a further knowledge that it is the best • 

and most feasible one that can "be obtained, eo that after we> have 

decided upon it and commenced work, no other practical line shall 

be discovered, that we have not ourselves examined,, In making 

your examinations, I desire you to collect spec linens that will 

determine the geology, minerology, agricultural capabilites, 

mineral resources of the country, also to note fully the timber, 

stone s coal and everything that will aid us; in building and tunning 

the road. Specimens collected will be careful": v labelled, statin^ w 

who i and whore found, end sent in when opportunity offers," 

On May 2Ctb , I wrote Mr„ T. C, Durant telling him of my */ 

organization of the forces , ray inetructiono to the engineers and 

especially in relation to bis instructions as to the survey of the 

Republican and Denver bine, I said to him: 

"The young men working upon depot grounds , I mall keep busy 
in developing the country east and west of the river, having in view 
the bridge matter. Right of way around the Government ware house 
grounds is nearly all o tained. I have gotten an extension of the 
depot grounds for about $19,000 and General Myers, Ouarter-master, 
at Omaha telegraphed me that he had two million rSotMs of freight 
ready to go over the road and all the freight going to the plains 
would bo sent our war. 1 ' This had heen brought about by my appeal 

to the Government on this question, Mr, 'Durant bad written me 
and instructed me to organised* a prospecting force for the dis- 
covering of minerals in the mountains. He had gotten the gold fever. 
On June 6th, 1 wrote him the following letter in relation to this 
matte m 

"1 have made arrangements with Kr« James A. „ Brown, of Colorado 
to do our prospecting for ugj he agreed to return us the Recorded 
Claims, he paying "" ; 1 expenses for (''20 per day for each ("pj worked. 

tan Brown is one of the beet prcsue etors in th.3 country and 
ie strongly endorsed , Her? been Sheiiff of Denver County . 1 have 
instructed him to commence at head of Cache la Poudra awl work routh 
I want you to send me the names of companies to record claims in, 
if" we reeora in name of a company. We can, under the law of Colorado 
g| hold 1600 ft. as each discovery to each company; name individual eorm 
' paniee, aay you name the ThfgR.RgMining Co:- pacific Mining Co., 
Union mining Co., Credit Ivlobelier Mining Co. '^Credit Fronoeitn 
Mining Co., and add such other companies as you deem beet. Please 
have names tranmittod to me, so 1 can get them to Reaver hy July 1st." 

1 had received news of the activity of the Southern Pacific 

people east of the California State line and wrote Mr. Durant in 

: 'f relation to it and told him that we ehould, 'if necessary to block 
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their game, have Britain Young *o Liora vork -est of Salt Lake or 
else run out an^ work sous east from California State line. 

iur. D. H. Atnsvorih, who linn heen at the head of the engineer- 
ing forces at Om,ahf> -hen I arrived there, v.. as msking the surveys up 

the Platte Valley. 

On Juno 7th, I sent to :,r. 2. F> . Reed, in charge of con: true- 
tlon on the 2nd Hundred miles profile of the first 20 miles on the and 
hundred at the same time I sent fir . D. H. Ahnsunrfb the following 
instructions; that after finishing the location of the 3rd hundred 
miles, to run a line upthe horth Platte to the Saeef ^c te-r ana ur 
Lho Swpt Crater to connect ?:itk>m:'. Reed's line run in 136-5 froiu 
Green River thmvgh the South Pass to the 3v;eet rater in order to con- 
nect t he linos by the way of the North Platte and gweei T hater with the 
main line run by la . Fvsns and his party in 1865. 

On checking up the measurement on complete -1 road that had been 
made ? I discovered o discrepancy and immedii? tel- had the built line 
rechainea pp^ on June 12th, I wrote Lir. Duranf th-t I had he 1 the line 
tested up to the 100th wile post and that in the chaining I found the 
former chaining short 900 feet.. 

On June f7th, 1 sent the fo-1 lowing instructions to tlr. Thomas 
PI. Rates: 

"You will proceed to Salt Lake end take choree of the party 
made up there by b>. SmitSer linger direction of Bripdeea ^ r oun~. Youwlll 
then, proceed to the pass through Humboldt hountains, discovered by 
Lir . Reed in 1805 and' through ai'ioh he run a line: hi a line you will 
extend down the Humboldt and up the Truckee River- to th^ crossing of 
■ the California State line on that strea... where you anil connect your 
line with the California division of the H.r.'hF. upon doing whbch, 
/ you will report to th. 1.3 .office by 'telegraph, for fur-ther or'ki;;;, lir. 
/tjA Reed will give, you the necessary notes and information for you to 
pAy a find the line and also such other information as will he of advantage 
v« | to you in msblng the survey, he will else furnish an invoice of the 
camp and garrioior engiiage in Salt Late, belonging to fin company. 
/ Any funds needed for the necessary expense;- of the party "ou ere 
/* authrosied to draw upon me for. 

Brigham Youn™ , who is a director of the T T . -.road, you will con- 
sult with on ell matters of importance reloting to your duty. These 
instructions are given upon the supposition th t the route in icated 
is so marked and prominent that no other can be found that equals it 
in direction, feasibility an" cost; should there be any ofhe , you wil 
examine it so as to determine that question. 

You will note fully the agricultural' and mineral resources of the 
country., the timber and other building materials, collect specimens of 
the (fl'ifferent minerals, labelling each where found; also note fully ■■■':. 
that may '*<e of interest or benefit f ,o us in building or oneraf.iir f .^e 
roa<3." 

On June 11th, I received n letter from Col, L. 1... region who h.n-.- 

all 
been with Gen.. Sherauv; during .him campaigns in the civil war and woo 

staying with him as an aide, and he said: 
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. "Had v/e been in. couinmnasation before your parties -were started 
out, 1 should have given up soldiering at once an-" 1 gone with yon. 
iiatters have changed somewhat since then, or at least they have a 
different asneet. The General will go to the mountains (over your 
line) in August at the farthest, leaking a very extensive tour. 
ai 
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uiiax, coimiry ann i?ucn wi±i. ne an yanbagoous to ae, in ine we ?m urate 

I can revise ;;'.y engineering c/uirse of .studies which "will be t.n 

uryad vantage elso. "Then I go to engineering, it is ry desire to lie 

all thoroughly "put up" as posrgble. 

General She roan left for the East a we el-; since and '-'-ill return 

on the 1st or between the lr.t and 5th of Auyust an-" 1 by the 20th, 

as he thought, lie on his way to the mountains. 

All that are left of us are well as usual." 

..■I t 






the 20th, „ /%/-, .* , 

& ■ % tw!« 



,i- ' , - ■ ■ v > —— - 

I was in communication .with ;'ir „_, Blair of the Oedar Rapi hs end 




Missouri River Railroad, and also with the Rock. Island for the purpose 

of urging ther> to mate connection with the Union Paoif.ic at Council 

Bluffs at the earliest possible ..loinent . 

On July 11th, I received the following letter fron Lr „ J. F, 

Traces-, the Gene re 1 Superintendent of the Rock Island roa-% showing. 

thet there v;as no possibility of that roari getting here in advance 

of the North-western: 

"Yours of the 9th received and in reply say- -the rumors you 
mention have never reached us, and if they had, -. -ould not have been 
believe- 1 , as; I know yon !vve always been the fast, and true frien^ of 
this roan:, "trhough sunshine an* in storm." I have no ^oubt of vour 
electa oVt, but if there is anything we can dc to swell the uiaioritv", 
let rae know and it shal ] be - 1 one . " " " ' 

The L. <?". _.'i . R. R. and all its lands, franchises, *-c .was sold 
\ "*"\ on ^ond.?y to the Chicago , Pock Islnnn $■ Pacific R.'P. r,n of lewa 
N^/ and we expect, to hove sale, confirmed early in August. T'he n^xt ' 
/ sie P after oonf.tr... at ion of sale is to consolj date ' the C "p~ ^, V . ' 
Go's and push the Fork through to t'-e Missouri River at/id^e earliest 
possible time, "-c shall put the work to Res Loin<=s unflnr. contr\a--t 
at onee^snd arrange for thot-west of 'Pes LLoines as soon as possipr- 

V" 6 cannoS. e,-.o:et at this late day, to reach the Liissouri River 
as early ss trv Yl«v»tk Western, -but we hone to be there in *uo course 

? L nnt * T - - I r a11 ?T Ct to h " /e a fair chfmoe for the fcusinosYof" 
the Union Pacific. I know your influence will e-reat 1^ advance ou« 

interest in that direction, and I fee] we can confidently rol- <- ?* 
west of^aSn^!" 1 ^^ *'° * rranSe '^ ^ m ° a5n to "° ^"^^ ' 

On July 4th, in. answer to a request from Col. j. H. Simpson 
one of the examining coduaissioners for the Union pacific road, 
as completed, I told him that In the sixth section of 20 uiiles 
or 4th section exarain-rt, there was the following railroad equipment 
on the V0 ""* : n ""Sines, 81 flat ears; 40 l-cjs-cars, P passenger 
cars-- 3 baggage and caboose cars, 20 hand cars. "' 

T ° ^rry out., r. Duraiht's desire for developing the minerals 
in the mountains Plv i inching elebns upon then, en July ,th I wrote 
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-nth 

to General p „ r:„ Qnruior who had been : • me during the wor^ the 
following letter in relation to prospecting in .Utah: 

"In ace or dance with our verbal agreement, I transmit general 
instructions ac tfao what we desire, Fe want one' or- two (or such 
numbers as you deow best) prospecting parties put to work to locate 
mines of silver-gold-iron-caal or any other valuable mineral. 

Iron and coal we desire to locate as v far as practicable 
where it will be of easy accress to our line. We also desire 
specimens of all minerals with a description as far as possible of 
their extent, quality, ^c. Tn regard to iron, it would be well 
to smelt it and send specimens of mineral after reduced. In com- 
mercing this rvork we do not want to incur any mors expense than is 
actually necessary; whatever that is, you are authorized to draw 
on me for the money., returning by mail proper voucher's. 

We also have in view the locating of (extensive foundaries in 
Utah to make our own iron and machinery ;• and are desirous of obtain! 
ng a good location for it with extensive mineral and coal lands near 
that we can either claim, or purchase . I give a list of the companies 
tha" you can locate in ft'JMt'Of , with names of members of each company 

You can add another company to it, placing your' own and 
Judge Carter's name and mine or someone else connected with the 
Company «, The companies are controlled by same men end no doubt, 
'in filial arrangements will be owned by same interests." 

On July 6th, I860, 1 forwarded to Washington the located line 

of the 3rd hundred miles to have filed under the law of the Interior 

Department „ 

Popple ton 
On July 22, 1866., I arranged with Mr. k. J. tscsxiaa, for a 

salary of $5,000 per year to take charge of all the legal business 

company 
of the . ., This was a very fortunate arrangement for us, Mr. 

Popple ton remained -with the company until his death and was not 

only a very able lawyer but very diplomatic in arranging our 

questions with the Government very successfully* Many of the 

standard decisions of the Government on land matter's in that early 

day were made on questions raised by Kin Popple ton. He made a 

study of our land and town questions and cleared up our titles so 

that in after years very few questions arose upon them. 

On July lCtK, I wrote Mr. Durant that we are laying one and 

one-half to two miles of track per day and were now. running 3d5 

miles west of Omaha; will be in Kearney in September* have let the 

'grading of the 3rd hundred miles and 'are locating the fourth hundred, 

which brings us now to the mouth of Lodge Pole Cr-eek. .^Tho gort> _, 

western railway has 311st concluded a contract whdeh is to ,-<- ^pd 1,r -iss- 

ouri River, opposite here, by April 1st, 18G7 and has commenced work 

I am 
.if GTouiwfll Bluffs: has bought its depot grounds &, thssia looatiig 

the northwestern railroad from the Bluff e East for the purpose of 
aiding them to get. througb.5 The progress of the work up the Platte 
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River, 'before we had fully satisfied ourselves ■of the crossing; of 
the Black Hills, made it necessary for us to determine whore we 
would cross the Platte River, If we rent by the Cache la foudre 
route, the crossing should be at or near Kearney, but if " on the 

Lodge Pole route, I did not want to cross the South Platte. 1 took 
Mr.mkeed with me add went to the end of the track and theft© took 
team and crossed the Platte at Ft. Kearney,, 

On Jul;, 7 26th, v:o reached Morrow's Ranch, near Cottonwood. 
We discovered a good deal of timber in the hills around Morrow's 
Ranch- and Cottonwood that would be suitable for telegraph poles, 
piles, etc end found that private parties had been cutting this timber 
pretty extensively. 

On July 2Gth, fro in Morrows Ranch, 1 wrote Col, -J, E, k inner - 

commanding 

at Ft. Sanders the following letter: - 

"Under the act of Congress , granting a charter to the IT, r. 
R. R. , and providing the means to build it, there is giv n to the 
company all timber, stone and building iriatierla Sr Government 
lands necessary for the construction of the road. Under th.al act 
we respect"! ully request that you cause the cutting of all timber 
for speculative purpose-" to be stopped by all persons whomsoever. 
We do not ash that ranchmen or others living in the country shall 
be deprived of obtaining all timber or wood that they may need for 
their own use, but outside of that we ask that the cutting of timber 
be prohibited j as our Road is built under the supervision of the 
Government commissioners and direction. 

As a large portion of the funds are provided by Government, 
we deem it our duty* I" o see that the interests of the road be pro- 
tected and our- building material preserved by the military when 
lands have not been brought into market." 

I had employed Mr, David Van Lennsp as the Geologist of the 
company and I sent him on to Mr. James A. Evans for the purpose of 
examining the iron ores on the Cahcs la Poudre and the coal out-crop 
along the base of the mountains n^rth of Denver; also the iron ore 
found on the Chug rater, I wrote Kr. E vans that as soon as .he got 
his preliminary' lines over the Black Hills as directed by v>.e , that 
I would visit him. to examine them before 'the location was m- de . 

On July 31st, 1 wrote Mr. T. D. Dur-ant that Mr. Evans.- hod 
sent in the notes on the line from Julesburg to Camp Tkalbaok, a 
distance of 159,01 miles, ■ ■ - ■ : ■ ! ■■'■, taking 
a common point west of the Black Hills et or near the crossing of 
the Rig Laramie, the distance from Omaha compares as follows; 
Omaha, Julesburgj Camp Walback to Junction off Big Laramie, Oheyenee 
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Pass line, 569.53 miles. Omaha to ; Camp Walbaeh, Grow Creek Line to 
junction at Big Laramie, 589*07 miles. Omaha to Jules burg, LaPorte 
and Oache la Foudre to ju.ro tion of; Big Laramie, 619.20 miles. 1 wrote ' 
him on deciding on "lines through the Black Hills, 1 desired to know 
what extra distance the company would "be willing to build, so as to 
bring the trunk line as near Denver as 'possible; that so far as the 
surveys now run over the Black Hills, the Cache la Poudre line 
was superior to all others. . 1 was: certain that we had a better line 
than any of those yet surveyed over the Black Hills. 

Mr. Reed and myself, after examining the canons on the south 
side of the Platte near Ft. Cottonwood and ascertaining the amount 
of timber that oould be obtained there, forlfded the Platte 
and went up on the north side to the North Platte and determined the 
crossing of that stream. We concluded that we could put in a cedar 
pile bridge; it was a long structure, but we knew that the forth Platte 
never got out of its banks and that the rise in it was only a very 
few feet. The forth Platte is 295 : miles West of Omaha 

fn writing 'to" Mr," Duran't "of" this trip, 1 "told" Him" that"" from'" the" 

location we had made, 1 believed that a pile bridge . of cedar would 
be all that would be required for several years j that the timber ' .. 
could be obtained in that country and the bridge put ' in this fall. 
The graders at that time were at work on the 3rd hundred; the work 
would be easy on. thi 4th hundred and all good material and I recom- 
mended that the fourth hundred be graded that Fall. If we did not, 
1 feared that the track layera would be on us in the spring. At 
the rate we are now laying the track, we will be opposite Cottonwood by- 
December 1st and have until April 1st to lay to Ft. Sedgwick, Julesburg. 

On August 1st, the commissioners examined 'the fifth section 
to the 140th mile post» 

On August 1st, 1 wrote to: Mr, T*.C. Duratjitf- the following 
letter on land matters; ■ , 
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"In accordance with your instructions when hero, I have looted ' 
tip the requisite action to be 'taken to secure to us the lands be- 
longing to' the company along the completed line of railroad, 

1st, The selection has been made by Mr »" Davis for 40 miles 9 
and to obtain this it is accessary under the instructions of Com--, 
mission of I.ond Office, to deposit with authorised depository to 
the ere*] it of the Treas. of ths United States , the amount cost in 
surveying and plotting these lands. Duplicate receipts to bo 
taker and deposited with surveying General; cost to bo ascertained 
by applying to Surveyor General of the ■ Territory „ 

2nd, Thei'o roust, be here on the ground an authorised agent., 
appointed by the company unler the sua!, fossil these' lands, who 
makes certificate on each list as Is h own by exhibit "A", and 'for 
each selection of 160 acres , or sepai-ate subdivision therefo, 
he must pay the Register and Receiver therefor, «fl e 00. ( - The balance 
of certificates are made by Register and Receiver] copies of which 
I have here. 

Brie fly j the above is whet you .should do, 1 see no -"'ay that yon 
can make final application for your lauds without first, depositing 
the cost of survey, whicf N nil 1 be about f r , ,00 pe.e- quarter section.. 
The lands for the first 40 riles should be selected so that the oven 
•sections can he sold to settlers. Air," there is a large amount of \kvkL 
here, held by bogus preemption and Homestead claimo, that needs 
immediate attention if re desire to secure it. Only a fen Says ago 
I secured a section, by filing against bogus preempt i r-a out near 
Dimoads in Platte Valley, -'here we propose to put Platte Station. 

The first thins: for the company to vO is to appoint the 
Ague t arri let h'Jrn work up the matter J have a full knowledge of the 
lands } and will reive him all the fafoermat:! on and aid he recpairos. As 
soon as he gets the lands yen can put them in market, I have called 
en Mi% Davis for a list of al.l the bogus filings and Homestead 
claims he has knowledge of. then after re get them, we rust person- 
ally examine all the filings to see if ''improvements hssre been 
made and if the parties live thereon." 

This was our first selection of lands under the law* 

\j On August 6th, I wrote Mr, James P,. Brown, who was in charge 

of the' explorations £®r minerals, in relation to coal north of 

Denver, telling him that if the coal mines in Boulder irere within 

twenty mile's of the Cache la Poudrs, it mould be within' iur 

land lirufj provided we run up. that stream, and we were entitled 

to all the odd sections. If he found any openings of coal on the 

even sections, which were of easy access and it would pay to work 

for coal or iron, to enter if, 1 also instructed him to examine 

the heads of the Cahee la poudre, Dale and Poison Greeks^ thoroughly 

for coal, 

l/.ru L. I,. Rills who was running, in the Platte Valley the 
surveys of the -i-th hundred miles, sent in his pro Tiles showing the 
line running close r -'Q the river and some points distant, rath, 
a thirty foot gradw . 1 instructed him that he would have to reduce 
his grades on that line. 

On August 10th, I wrote Jar. E. L. Talbot, the Chief Engineer 
of the ho r-Lh- we stern road, turning over to him the surreys I had 
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made from Council Fluffs vp the Missouri ' River Valley and notified 
him that we would open the Union Pacific Railroad on the '"Oth to 
Kearney fox 1 freight and passengers are'' that we ware then laying 
two and one-half mils s of track per d;v , 

\/ On August 21st, I made requisition from the Government for 
additional arms for the use of our forces on the road. The Indiana 
vre ro- becoming troublesome and I had to sr" ; . all our parties. The 
Government had reiver the local authorities instructions to issue 
arms on ley requisition and as we opened new wort:, I furnished each 
contractu;, with arms to arm each one of hie men, holding him re- 
sponsible for the arms,, equipments and. ammunition „ 

I" answer to the request oi.b, St» George Cook, unamending 
at Omaha, Inqutrying as to where *our onriiueerkog parties uerc, 
and when we would be through with the escorts, I pais we red him es 

follows; 

"Party > ruler Aast. Engineer P, T, Broun in Rocky fountains 
about 70 nlles west, of daivna Party uvular James A , Evans Dlv . 
Engineer in Black Hills, between Camp Collins and Port Laramie, 
say 20 'J ••ui.les west of Fort Sedgwlo' . Par'y under Asst, Engineer L, 
L. Hills y looatfeg Hue lu.-teaen Fort oeagwieh end Black Hills, 
say 50 miles west "of Fort Sedgwick; probably tuo of .'these party 
will he through their work by poo. 1st,, To recall the escorts from 
any oX' them would force us tenant imie work, no I cannot prevail 
neon men to go into fh^ count :'g they are obliged to, without an 
escort, and I no not" ~- milder It safe or prudent. 

The escorts lib. these parties were furnished he ere you onne 
In ocmnsnH of the posts of Eearvmy. MoPhorson and Sedgwick, nnder 
orders of Gnu. rope, based on orders or file la kept , lie. Hoa- Or-a „ , 
from the War keparlmenf. Should .you desire to change the escorts 
at aue time, by" an-lyiny te no, I can inform yui of their enact y 

location." ' \/^ 

On August ford, I had received from lb, James A. Evans, the 
preliminary line over, the Blacli Rills , using the loWftTice 

Divide, Crow Creek Lino. I met,: to far . Bneant gluing him the 

rri ~P(vi&&- 

comparison- between the men Lo*&i:v&e.' ~ ! ine and all others shewing 

that the new line was far superior to any of the others; that the 
approach to the- Crow Creek line from Julesbrng s the weak was 
heevler than the approach up the South platte te the Cahee In. Pcudrc 
and called his attention to the necessity of 'aaalsirsg me how much 
the fuel and minerals In the vicinity of Denver was to control the 
location, and deciding whether It was better to build a branch 
from Crow Creek to Banve.e, ll^ miles and take a straight, through . 
line, or whether they preferred to fake the. high grades and heavy 
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work of the Cache Is, Poudre and on y build a branch uf GO .klips to 
Denver. 1 desired to have their views "before I started West for 

Mae purpose of examining these lines, and determining upon the; 
.final location. 

The opening of the road to Ft. Kearney made: that a 'base ; and 
as -It, would bo quite an important fiown, I had had ths town laic! 
out and fixed the price of corner lots at §150 and Inside lots at 
$100. As they went hack from the station, these prices were reduced 
unfi" corner lota rere $75 each and inside lota |S0 each e 

On August 28th, the Commission examined the 5th seotlcn -extend •- 
inp from the 160 mile post to the 200 rail'" poet; the rolling skulk 
at tract time was 15 engines, 127 freight cars ,40 box care, 5 passeri-p' 
ger cars », 6 second class ears, 2 baggage cars and SO hand™ ears „ 

On August 9th, Mr. peter A . Bey in rritlng rae in relation 

to soma private matters said; 

"I aiu gratified at the progress of the Pacific road and thpnk 
your position better in every respect than, in Congress; that -M*'^ 
If you control it. If subjected to the petty annoyances that I was, 
even a seal in Congress vorlr 1 he more desirable, 

I see that Blair of ths Cedar Raaids fc kisscurl River Road 
is raking overtures to your people and at Omaha, which 1 think 
it uoul " he veil to accept, but tie him up In contracts so strong 
(In writing) that you can recover your meney and secure damages in 
case ho attempts to cheat you as he did the Toledo ana Bocrrisboro 
people, Blair Is exceedingly sharp and Pollers up whatever he 
unc e r t ak e s v e i ' y e an i e s 1 1 y . " 

Mr. Dey.olso made particular inquiry as to the line over the 
Blade Fills, kkeber Canon, etc. showing hie continued interest in 
ths work. . . . 

Mi', L. L« Rills- surveys of the 4tl hundred vers so unsatis- 
factory .to me' that -I went- to Kearney by rail, crossed the Platte with 
my escort -by swimming, Mr. S, B, Reed joined ;..e at Ft, McFherson 
■ ... ' i " ' ' '• ; . ' ' ' ■ • : . ' - v • : f k!r» Reed 
and myself rent up the south side of the Platte River to the 
North Platte and examined the 4th hundred > resolving f:t or a'*-. :l 11 
'"''miles of korth Platte- to Jnlesburg and made several changes In the 
lino j reducing' the srades by inoroaslng the work. 

On -my -return on Augur t 18th, General Sherman, Senator Sherman 
and CominotJdre Rogers of the U. Ik Navy joined me at Fort Kearney, 
1 reached. Omaha on August 22nd, 
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On the 23rd of Augtist*" Major General George H. Thomas and 
wife, who was wnroute to take Ills command on the Pacific coast , 
came to my home in Council Bluffs and remained with me two or 
three days. He said lie stopped especially to thank me for -the 
effort i made and the troops 1 sent him at. Mashville, We naturally 
went over theAtlanta and Hash vi lie; campaigns, 'General Thomas 
seemed to "be greatly pleased at the credit General Grant had given \yf 
him for his success at Nashville, ' He appreciated fully General 
Grant* s anxielies in the matter, ' but said that everything seemed 
feo be against him. Is soon as he was ready, the elements came -in. 
He explained some of the reasons why he did not accomplish as much 
"as lie thought he ought to when he "broke up Hood* s army and had not 
captured more of it. These things : occurred there- the same as they 
occurred in other campaigns and it; is very hard when an army starts 
on a retreat to accomplish much I The captures, as a general thing, 
have to be made hefore ties retreat : commences. General Thomas siid 
that General Grant had given him a; choice of commands outside of 

the. Department of the ..Atlantic ...and:, he... had chosen ...the . Pacific. ffis 

visit with me was a very pleasant one. 1 could not see any dis- 
satisfaction and he made po criticism against General Grant or 
any one nor did he show any animosities- towards Gen. Sehofield, as ap- 
peared in his biography that was written afterwards "by Tan Horn. I 
think that if he had any feeling of any kind against either, he would 
have explained it to me because when 1 served in his department and in 
the Atlanta campaign, we were very : friendly and he often came to 
my headquarters. Hi was very communicative and in trar talks of the 
Atlanta and Hashville campaigns, he was very free in giving his 
opinion on bh&t itt&a£ and where he thought we succeeded arid failed, not 
charging- any failure to any person but simply to the fortunes of 
war, ...Mien we parted, he and Mrs* Thomas went west over the 
road, and Dr. Howe and my land agent, Mr. Davis, accompanied him. 

On September 11th, 1 left; Omaha to visit the parties' west 

of, -Denver and in the -Black Hills, to make a final, determination 

as to what lines should he located; and the approaches to then. 

There was with me G ol. Seymour, Mr. J. S. Williams. Government 

A ; 
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Director, Mr.Tteed, lr. J. T. Carter and Mr. Stti'Harbough^accompanied me. 

The Government Directors liad 136611: sent out by the Government to 
investigate some matters In relation to construction and Mr. Williams 
to esepcailly look over the lines^ crossing the Black Hills. W© 
reached Pt». Kearney where we remained a, day or two looking after the 
terminals there* We reached Ft, Cottonwood on the 12th and left on 
the morning of the 13th, arriving. at Alkali at 2 P. M. We found 
the work opened up 10 miles west of 'Pallors Bluff.. Took supper at 
Juleshurg. , 1 met here Col. Porter who was in command of the troops. 
He thinks the Indians will continue to commit depredations; that 'the 
Government did not have forces enough to go after them. It took 
all the men they had to hold the posts and give protection to the 
workers on the railroad. 

On, the 14th, we tool breakfast at Riverside. We heard here 
that forty miles north there was good cedar timber in Cedar Bluffs, i 
man at Valley laach said cedar was about 45 miles from Lodge Pole and 
hard to get at. Bined at Fort Morgan and arrived at Denver' at 
. 11..A... M. on... the... 15th. ' 

On the 18th, 1 dined with General Pierce, the Surveyor 
Gemeral and went over thoroughly with him the Government surveys 
balng made with a view ofimi^t mo him to male surveys along our 
located line as possible in order that settlers might get on the 
even sections, ; 

On the 17th, 1 went to La Porte on the Cache la Poudre, stopped 
all 'night at St. Trains. 1 arrived at La Porte on the 18th and found 
Mr, James A« Evans and party there. , 1 was halted here by a heavy 
storm. It snowed all day and the- snow was ten inches deep in the 
mountains and five in the valley ; and a fire seemed very comfortable. 

Tie farmers have "been prosperous here this season. They have 
good erops of wheat and it is as cheap as in the States. Vegetables 

are plenty. The tomatoes, beets, potatoes, cabbage, turnips and 
melons are the finest and largest 1 ever saw. The Indians in this 
Vicinity are quiet but north they: are. stealing Everything they can 
lay their hands on. Some tribes are friendly; some hostile and • 
they have stolen more stock, and accomplished more damage the past 
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sunver than a year before when then/ were all hostile.' 

■ ' The officers and troops I met at Ft. Collins greeted me very 

the work 
kindly and were dohig everything they could to protect ' ' on .the- 
re ad. Oapt. Layoock furnished me with teams and saddle horses. 
Several farmers have large dairies, with plenty of milk and butter; ■ 
the latter seventyfive cents per lb. They churn by water- power j 
do not set the milk, but put it right into the chura, a little 
at n time, and let it run day and night until butter comes, it 

was a new thing to me, 

0. 
From my place at La Porte, Long's peak, 15000 abo 've .the sea, 

and about thirty miles to the south -u est, was in plain vnev and 

covered with snow, while to the north, Laramie Peak about one hundred 

and Bixty miles 6" i at art , soma distance out on the plains, could 

Near LaPorte 
be' seen. " . -was the oommenement of the Black Hills as they 

turned off from the main rooky range and the country was broken 

into liiila and mountains as far as the eye could reach to the west, 

and north j while at our foot, and as far as our eye could reach 

Easts, w?s a level, unbroken plain. The mountains were covered 

with forests of spruce, pine and cedar. 

The country around La ' Porte was beautiful and the valley- 

of the Cache la Poudre very inviting. 

On the 20th of September , I took Mr. Evans with me and 
started north to examine the- line over the Black Hills and the 
road to Box Elder, then up that stream to the canon, ten miles. 
The valley was broad hi the head but grows very narrow. We vent 
up to the head -of the Box Elder, some twenty- four miles,, then 
nerth-weet about six miles more and nearly wast s going through 
the sedimentary rocks and reaching the head of the South Fork of 

Lone Tree, 

On the 21st, we moved ; o Lone Tree and passed Jack Springs 
at no.-n, 'bore north- wost, camping under Long Butte and two round 
Buttes. -Lone Tree has a narrow valley, crooks-.!, and runs from 
this ecint a little oast of south. 
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On the 22nd, 1 followed up the base of the mountains to Crow 
Creek where our line crosses. All the tributaries .running into Crow 
- Creek rise within 20 miles of Lone Tree. Many rise between the Lone 
free Divide and fall gradually to; Crow Creek. We went down Grow 
Creek for six miles, the stream hearing strongly east as far as I 
could see them Grossing made about ten miles. 

On the 23i»d, we eamped at 10 P. M. on Lone Tree near Hook 
Buttes. They looked, like monuments* We had to camp -without water 
• or supper. We were very tired, as^ it had "been hard travelling in the 
valley of Lone free. : 

We spent the 24th in following up the line on Lone Tree divide 
. to the summit going almost over the ground which 1 travelled when 1 
came down from the summit trying to avoid the Indians in 1865. The 
closer 1 examined .the line and the country, the mare satisfied 1 

was that this was the line that we should 'build. The preliminaries 

Survey ; 

over it were much more favorable than I had expected and indicated 

that we could get a good 90 foot grade not only on the line on the 
East slope of the Black Hills hut: also on the Western slops going 
down into the Laramie Plains and the line was very direct, 

1 returned from here to La Porte and found Mr. J. S. Williams, 
the Government. Dirsotor and Gol, -Seymour, the Consulting Engineer 
there* 1 went to work with Mr, Evans to work up the maps and profile on 
the Lodge Pole^and sent order "by Mr. Ches borough to Mr,, L. L. Hills 
to loeate lines out of the Lodge Pole to the Grow Greek crossing, 
so as to see what the approach from the Lodge Pole to this point 
weuld be, 1 also sent word to Mr. ' Hills to run up the South Platte 
to the mouth of Pawnee and ran up: the Pawnee to Grow Creek Grossing. 

On the 25th 1 started from La Porte to examine the Cache la 
Poudre line, following it to firginia Dale. The line near Stone- 
wall Canyon needs careful examination with a view of keeping grade 
■as and keeping to north or south of Canyon. Ifter passing Stone- 
wall, the depression beyond Poison should he made if possible by 
running to an 85 ft. -grade. 
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On the 2StJa, 1 left Yirgnia Dal©,, following up -that Creek to ~ 
the line which keeps on the mountain slopes and rises very fast to 
■crossing of Dale Creek.. A very good crossing could, he obtained here. 
There is a maximum grade of 118 ft. on the line up to Antelope Pass 
and the work heavy, and it is not to "be compared with the Lone Tree 
Greek line. ' : . . 

a the 27th, 1 went to Fbirt John Buford and stayed, all day. 
Met Mr, Hendry, formerly of Council Bluffs who had a saw mill running 
in the Black Hills, where there is : plenty of spruce and pine on the 
west aid© fife for timber. On the east side mostly pine and good tie 
timber on Rock Creek. 40 miles west good coal they claimed could 

he found. 

On the 28th, 1 started with an -escort of'|w,enty men to examine 
the new Crow Greek line between Laramie Plains and the summit. 
The line climbs the slope of the Black Hills bearing to the south and 
holding to the Bluff a thence to the north-west, increasing distance 
"between Summit ant.fc.le Greek, 1 camped at Dale Creak, 1 examined 
the line at Dale Creek to the crossing of .Granite Rock. I saw that 
the line could "be materially changed here and their grade, which 
was about one hundred feet, could,; without difficulty be reduced 
to 90 feet. 1 crossed the annual t at what was then known as Evans 
Pass and, camped on Lone Tree Greek:. We ran into a large drove of Elk. 

, This examinatoon of the Western slope of the Black Rills 
convinced me that unless the 'company was willing to surrender grade 
and distance for' the purpose of "being near Denver, it was the line 
that would, he. adopted and 1 therefore gave immediate attention to 
getting the approaches .from the last ran so that I 'could have a contin- 
uous line from Julesburg to the Laramie Plains at or near old Ft. 
Sanders, now knonw as Pt. Buford. ; 

1 returned to La forte* on Get chirr 1st and telegraphed to Mr, 
'Burant. Mr. Jesse L. Williams and. Col. Seymour were still here; 
they were "both wedded to the Cache : la Poucire line. They did not go 
to examine the Black Huis line.trtit 1 saw that they were going to use 
their influence for the La Porte line. 

1 went, to work 'here with' Mr, Evans ■ on the Crow Creek line with 
a view of placing upon it the changes I had suggested so that 1 could 
have a map of it to present with my report. 
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On October 2nd, I visited tv/o ox" ay, old mountain guides, John 

""ennett and lutein-; Janie, Jaaia has rude hie hoou near La Porte 
"i'or many years. He are a large family and is mo of the moot reliable: 
mountain inon. Hia brother, Nick Jania was a guide for- no during - 
ike Indian oanpaigna, both of than largo, finely developed run. 1 
tried to induce Jan is to get in communication with the Indiana who 
wero troubling ™<e so on t.ha rellroad but ho told we it was no use 
that they were grvally dio-aiiaf tod rv..n + ko a.--.-!, thet the okr ,--r. eamt 
wao using tho military rodd from jW.^ounm if through their country to 
Montana and in viola! ion aa they understood it, to tho agreomeai 
made with me at Ft, Laramie, which ha said wad not b-iug carried 
out that there- had heon no peaco Commission to meet than as ayaoad 
upon and I 8 an that he was bit tor in tho treatment the G-oaoarauent 
wae giving thorn. 

1 oannot understand tho policy of tho Government . After 
prohibiting ae fnoa puniahiog these Indians, they aa^aod aua to 
ha paying no attention to their depredations, lotting .the railroad 
company ond omigraiion taio care of themselves. My visit with 
Jania was a pleasnat one and we talked over old times* Ho wao very- 
anxious for rna to stay hut I had to return/ 

On Obh. gad I arranged with the ielegeaph lino, to have a talk 
with Mr, Hiilan Ho was then 4 G6 miles meet of Omaha with hie location 
and air. miloo East of Ft, Lorgan on the South g-laiie ._ I gove in- 
structions eo to runaing up the Pawaee Geeek instead of returning 
to the Lodge Polo oo as to uilisa the woek and save time, 1 was also 
to work with Mr. Lvans in laying tho grades on the new "row Greek 
lino. J sent for 'kail's porta to coae to La Porte and woe se-kiaf land 
waiting there to see -.herr, . , 

On the 4th of Oetobsr, I wrote the following letter to ray 
little daughters, Lottie and Ella: J^ ^^ ' 

"1 h-j-ve 1-oen waiting here three ■-•'ays lor; a party out on Grow 
nrPe v to corn in, and I. Login to he anxious for ttWr safety. Thojr 
should have heon hero three days ago. The weather is clear and yarm 
and rewires eio of Indian eir"~eiy while the mountains that towor ten 
thousand feat above us are cowered with snow half way to their base . 
The"i-st of tho w, -reon foliage shadows the kooky cliffs end oyruce, 
nirr- end cokep ever one hunsrod feet high loot: life swell buohes, 
"One of the wartie- over in Middle Park :wi- driven out by the enow, 
They loot their mules ftnd provisions; the enev hai.ng two f^ut on a 
level in Lark and fifteen feet deep on the Range, "ha L do you think 
of that? 
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1 have seen plenty of elk, nniOlope, wolves, 'a^uee, &c . and 
before long the onows will drive the grouec down on to t' plains, 
so they will be plenty. Ri.;;ht aero where I am stopping ie quite a 
settlement of oli'I mountaineers- Frenchmen who have Iiiolan squaws for 
wives and lots of little half breed Indian babion. They 0:0 trotting 
around with e bo?/ end arrow, with buckskin loggias and moccasin;; and 



hundred 



look very funny,, On fhr«i.r little fame they raise- fine molone, 
potatoes, aquashos, bests, onions 0.. and from Salt Lane, eiv hnr 
miles week of ;, org, >-o get good apples, pears am"! peachec On] j 
think of it I away 'among Ohio dessert, sin hundred nilee from home, 
right n.nder the mowavtauaa where snow never disappears the year- around, 
you oar ret more fruit than you can in Council Bluff ,3 end better 
vegetables. 

Foe? three '-parks I have l;nen travelling over theao mountain;; up 
and deem, and in many places we had to lead oinl? mules ami pick our 
way very carefully, for if we slipped or fell down, -0 Sou] i ye 
fhouaande of feet, I want- to get heme now, fly work is. "oor'iy -ho no am' 
I am arm lone to hear how red] '"j little girls hav .been doing, A 
little bird told me that Ella got a whipping since I have boon away, 
a ail Lottie lots of seolgings, I want to hear yon play on the piano 
and. see how wueh you have improved, and above all, I want to yet a 
kiss to little Annie and eee if she has forgotten her papa, 

"When I leave here, I shall ye to Boulder, 40 miles couth of 
this place to visit one wor^ of my parti ee then I shall go *..o "onver 
to take the stage; th n to North Platte to look at -the bridge, and 
then, take the cars for home. Until I rot there '•; good girle™ 
mind mother and learn all you can, l^hmi I see so many children out 
here without, any opportunity to even leorn their' al ehnbet-many 
of them nearly men and women- I often think if Lottie and Ella erul * 
coo them they would loose no time in ochool. They never saw a rail- 
road, a steamboat or even the ^ost common furniture in a houoe . " 

On October vth , " O'reill' s party arrived at 11 A. M. They had 

t,..< n... 

run down Crow Creek for thirty-five miles, then ten miles ^rthr-weat, 
to the South Platte, with a good line. This gave me a connection 
from the South Platte near the mouth ofthe Cache la Poudre directly 
to Crow Crook ceossing. To my astonishment, Whore the Crow Creek 
turns sou. tli, it yets within six miles of 'pine Bluffs which is very 
near the new lino that was proposed from Lodge Pole to the Crow 
Greek Crossing, On this came date, 1 gave Mr. L. L. Hills the follow- 
ing in s t ru c t i oris : 

"Mr, Evan's party lia.v. returned froie runnine; line down Crow 
Creek, it appears" to run about duo east 'for 35 miles to Station 
2090 then for 10 miles to Station 0o5F„ It rune south east, then 
north went to Station 0833, then south t Platte Si miles. Valley 
part of the way bad and. crooked. After running youo line up Paweno 
Creak, to intersection with Evans' Crow Creel: -'-une, I vault you to 
examine- country bo two on Cache la Poudre or Loire Tree and Pawnee Creek, 
so as to yet tire boot line possible tc-Evane' ^row Orel: crossing, 
havina in" view a main line to the east, and also a connect i^n with 
Denver by a branch from that crossing. may 0'heii says, a' rood line 
'can be found by atarliny out of his line in Crow Creek at or near' 
Station 0555, and taking divide between Crow Oreek and Cut Stuff 
Creek . Ho run <m.t on that divide nine mile:;, continuing hie line to 
P3 a 1 1 e , k c- o p i ny Eas t o f C r o- C r -e ek «, 

At Station 1900, or about, you can yet out of Crow Creek to 
West, and run down on. divide towards mouth of C actio la Poudre, cross- 
.i'ner Howard's fork of Cr-w Creek end Coal Creek, kvepiry; on divide be- 
tween that and Lone Tree and on We st side, striking Platte at or near 
mouth of Cache la Poudre, At Station 007.0, a largo basin lies out 
wret <v p Crow Ci-eek end vou rill have to fry "nhite fluff e, probably, 



to avoid itfc-i rim. It Is very important, than we should 'fully devclone 
tho country east of Evan's line down Crow Greek and west of" it, 
towards Cache la Poudre, and if necessary to do it, yoa con spend 
the reel of- the season in running lines through that country.' Mr » 
Evans leaves today for his crooking of Croii Creek to run ccorss to 
Lodge Pole, Ho will then ho at work west of Crow Crook in the Blnek 
HIU-p." 

On October 7th, 1 sent the following instruct ionpd to 

Mr. Junes A , Evans: 

"As soon, as practicable , you will ssitend the New Crow Ore k 
Line to the Junction, with Lodge Pole Cv--eek, then commence location 
of tho now Cro'o Creel; Lino In Crow Creek Valley, and locate Test over 
Black Hills as far ar. weather will permit. Having examined the 
pre], Irni nary line with you, it wih 1 not ho necessary for me to mention 
in detally my views as to changes to. he triad. The location wil' he 
made with a maximum grade not to exceed 90 feet per ~ lie , and as 
short a distance as the ground v/ill admit of, and maximum curvature not 
to exceed 6 degrees per hundred feet, 

"When weather closes in 00 thst It is impracticable to keep 
party In camp, you will return to Omaha to make up your report of sum- 
mer* o work and place party in winter quarters on Dale Creel: under nan 
Q'yeilo They -1 11 put up a co for table log house for themselves and 
stock, and use all fair days during the winter in running preliminary 
linos over the different crossings \ef Dale Creek,, through the gorge 
and along the crags at the forks an- 1 such other lines as you may deem 
beet, in order to give us a full knowledge of all crossings and. 

approaches to Laramie Plains, They will carefully cross .section the 
line located and the moat' favorable distance on any line from the 
summit to Laramie Plains, provided you should not be able to terminate 
1 o a 1 1 o n t o t h e n 1 a i n s » 

During the winter, an accurate dally record of the 'climate, 
weather, winds, fall of rain and snow will bs k&pt, also d careful 
note of the rise and fall of the streams In the black Hills and all 
other information that, will be of service to us In locating, building' 
?ind running the- road „" 

On October Gth, T started to join P. T » Brown's party at the 
heed of the Boulder and examined the Marshall mime. The coal vein 
In ten feet thick, 100 feet in from the out-crop. I followed up 
the South Bo'ulder Canyons nine miles from the base of the mountains , 
then opened into a valley. We went up North Boulder Canyon for 12 
miles. The Middle Boulder Canyon is two miles after leaving North ' 
Boulder, 

I arrived at Brown's party at 9 a. 7. an iraja ;. of Boulder 
Pass, We had a teerific snow-storm La the mountains* I saw that 
there was danger of our losing the party. The snow had fallen, 
several f^-ei and we were on the extreme ridge trying to get down into 
the Middle Park, It was impossible to make th'e mules face the 

wind which wan coming from the east with terrific force, 1 saw that 

thing 
the only hk?; &b do was to 'get the party clown, to the Boulder Creek. I_ 

took the packs off of the mules- and let them run and we moved down . . 

into the .valley and into building that had been, erected there. by . 



Flta John Porter to put in^**" v for mines 'hat were near there. The 
mules drifted over* into the Middle • Park and I "supposed that wo had 
lost thorn "but they wont up to the Sulphur Springs where some of the 
old mountain men had cabins and there they wintered. Early in the 
spring , those mountain men told Mr. Hen ry M„ Teller, who was my 
attorney in Central City, that these mules were there and they were 
returned to us. This was quite a lesson to us, showing that animals 
could live in the v: inter even in that high altitude, wherever they 
could get grass or "broxysing. 

The 10th of October was election day. We were in the niountains 
and I had forgotten all about it. 

On the 11th or 12th, lifter 1 had gotten the party down into 
Boulder Creek, IvTr. Henry M, Teller brought ma a large package of 
telegrarnsi from all parts of the 9th district of Iowa notifying me 
that I had been elected to Congress by the largest "majority ever 
given in that district. 1 think 1 an the only man who has ever 
been elected, *ho forgot the day of election. When I opened the 
gelegrarnsj I showed uip astonishment in such a way that the party 
aver after told a great many stories about it; however, it was 
very gratifying to me to recieve the tvifovwafiim 1 ' for I had not been 
in the district to take any part in the election during the campaign. 
Our examination of Boulder Pass showed it to be 250 fet higher than 
Berthude^s Pass, still a railroad could be put over this pass, by 
a long tunnerl, but the grades would be very heavy and the "fork far 
beyond anything that vr6 could accomplish. 1 was satisfied from this 
survey that it was impossible, to get any line vest of Denver which 
wotild compare with any of the lines to the north.,, of fk P& 6 he le BuJr* . 

1 started Brown's party immediately for Julesburg for the 
purpose of running the line from. Julesburg up the Lodge Pole to a 
connection with the line over the Black- Hills at Grow Creek Grossing, 

I crossed ever from Boulder to Rawlins Mills. 
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On October 3.2th, I reached Denver and took dinner with General : 

Palmer and wife and Mr, and Mrs, Searle from Salem, Massachusetts. 

■%vf 6 

Brown's party case in and started for .Sedgwick. -.imon e,- <■ i • - 

On October loth, I took the stage and started East. ' At Box • 
Elder, the station 54 miles east of Denver, a well which was down 
40 feet had struck a 10 ft, vein of coal. There were six pasaengers | 
in our stage. We went to Living Springs to dinner at 2:50 P, I£. 

On the 14-th, we reached Twin Mounds opposite Antelope Station, 
It commenced raining vary hard. We reached Julesburg for supper, 
I received a dispatch of election returns showing that lows, had pone 
over forty thousand majority for the Republican party. ' . 

On the 15th, I reached Alkali for breakfast,, It rained all 
night and was dark air" stor-nry. We went to Cottonwood for supper. 

On the 16th,' I reached the end of the track and then went Into 

Omaha . 

On the 20th, I received a. letter from Mr. T. C. Durant outlining j 
prop os <»4 
his' vieit vo the line of road with a large number of eastern capitalists 

and theij. families and giving me instructions in relation to the 

handling of them and their treatment on their arrival 'here; said he 

would EStfea like to have some Indians capped near so that the party 

could see them, without going far, if it could be done. He' also 

wanted, if possible, to give the party a chance to shoot at Buffalo 

and wanted me to arrange to have 15 or 20 ponies, with grides, to 

go for buffalo s if they are to be found within 3' ■ miles of the' read. 

Hd was going to take a small printing press. He said they would 

have music with them also photographer, waiters, cooks and provisions I 

i 

of all kinds j and bedding and blankets enough for this party of about j 
one hundred and forty. Thirty more wore expected to join at Omaha 
and ho instructed me to extend an invitation to Governor Zanders and ; 
.-..•wife, G-en'-rals Cook and Myers and wifes and their military families 
and the editors of the Omaha and Council Bluffs papers, Indian ! 

Superintendents and Agents, Judge Baldwin, Mrs. & Mies Dodge, Mrs. 
Snyder and Mies Reed, Mr, Frost and Family and Mrs, Hmsie, Mr, 
Poppleton and State Treasurer. He watned me to get a buffalo and. 
antelope if possible and gcr~e of all kinds., and to have as mnay 
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lo comet iveo set rip as possible* 

1 immediately sent to the Qnarter master, General Idyers, yf--c 

had servnd under me, and obtained tenet enough to came the whole 

party, T set up the first camp at Columbus on the Loup Port' River, 

I put it in an 3rTten.se circle and had a large amount of wood hauled 

to put a bonfire in the centre, I cent for Major Worth r;ho had. had 

command of the Pawnees during the Indian campaigns under me and 

'ytduz-sied him to select about EC or 60 of the best Indians, put 

them in their war paint snd bring thorn down to the other side of 

the Loup For):, camp them there and I would come oft^r them at night, 

b ah e. them into the camp and give the people c surprise. All the 

people who rare' invited attended and two train loads left Omaha „ 

We reached Coltimbus early in the afternoon* The party , very much 

pleased .with everything, went into oarap. There wae a large number of 

lacMeo among the crowd. I had all 'the arrangements made for them to 

have a good feast of all kind of game, fdrat game wo had not killed 

we invented, 

about three o'clock the next morning, I tool: an engine - 

- end went across the river to where "ajor North and his harness 

wer e encamped.- I had not told the party what was in otore for them. s 

A good many of these Indiana had never seen a railroad, .ft great 

many of these Indian*"' bed served under me, "lien I eci to their camp,, 

after having, th,- renal po-a-now with the^, I told a north to put them 

on tin uWrae. They hesitated so 1 stepped on to the side boards of 

the loeomoirve , put mv hand on the guide real/ vf—v; they could 

tender 

see me/an'- 5 inatead of getting them into the «ny v/horo T wanted them, 

they all jumped on t ; ie engine and tender, , :.-ry one eyeing me. After 
they wore all on, Major North said tlly ronld not go any where e] ee 
except where I erne, because than the-y lai^w they would bo safe. 
We backed into Columbus ju r t ebont daylight, When T landed a little 
distance from the camp and. jumped off of the locomotive, every 
Indian jumped with, me, I then gave Major North' in? timet ions to go 
into the camp mi th a war-v.-hoop. They filed up and formed in the open- 
ing of th'-' >'irclo» Everyone in camp was asleep. The Indiana W'-et 

w /oee/>/>r f otx-f front 

in with their -war -v-rhocn ord immediately heady e.cu*'e t-,,-.- e ,r ;i ^ eve cy 

but ft*)y*e<l fam fy falhhf tkent efwas *? fhmdly vtsif 
tent; they were all greatly excited . v. c re coon droestb -am euteide. 
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The Indians gave tdr^w two or' three of their dances around the "reat 
camp fire, e:s.d entertained" the;-;' until breakfast time, I thirl 
ono in the party cave 'the Indians presorts ^ gnrerally mono;- so thai 
they were all happy. After breakfast the Indians circulated around 
through the carps . A goon "••err .of the Pawnees could speak tn.gl.lah, 
therefore had a good time and I think hegyeil everything in sight. 

This visit of the Indians pleased Mr.- Tarrant very mot and 
helped to make the exousirion a great success. The party went out 
to the end of the line, then re-turned east. There was a good many 
men of capital in the party, people who had been promoting 1 the road, 
bankers who had boon .selling the honde end come people from ahorad 
whom tap, Durant was trying to get interested in tho enterprise. Many 
of tlioee whom I talked with rare very skeptical about the fnfure 
success of the ente sparse ; however, they saf the better part of 
Nebraska* which at that season of the year was not as inviiiny as it 
would have beer, in tho spring but still* they were a good rany crops 
in the fields along the line, which rhovr-d prosperity , and good 
many settlements, as far as Coluwb'urs, There was virtually nothing 
between that and ft, Kearney, The representatives of the press with 
the party took full notes of the reed, I had had pre pa rod in my 
office, ready to tarn over to then, such information as T knew 
would be attractive end of benefit to the roan and they iir-ed it, 
adding e. gr^afc deal of romance to it so that the Eastern papers 
were full of the excursion, and books were written upon it» The 
result of the trip was the negotiation of $evne ..-.;, ef our bonds. 
There is no doubt hut what the excursion had a very beneficial 
effect U"on the Eosd- end -virile it must liar cost a great deal of 
money, from a $ iM^e.1^ point ef view, it may ho considered as very 

successful. 

Right after the eronesion, I went West to select the station 
.grounds at North Platte, which was to he a division point. 1 selected 
a 'large acreage oi" lauds for the sailroad station, d iris ion station 
and sidings for the future, I went upon the principle that it was 
best to take all the property needed or thai civerr would be needed 
while the lend was facaut and that policy has teen cf the greatest 
benefit to the ^nnon Pacific railway, for the large number of seres 
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at some of its yoluib, IGO to 64'"' -Teres of lord vhi.d": eo i : selected 

nl + bat time, is still held today aad is of ^yr-nal velae to- the 

pro ^rU 5 

On bJoeerbm' lf ! h» I tco^o:: a Ld°bve feom my old feiesd 

Co 1 . «.:* b. Hoi'£?.n, til-"' Comriiii.se ry of Bubs ict once at Ft, Te;-< v: rw.-.rth 

g i ■ ••' I ng me th e a amy < > y w a s s folic v: e : - 

"T nave I'jont out. to Ellsworth in reread to ih-- subject of 
Bufflao Tongues for Cboneral Dodge. I told then thai .if they bad a on 



the 



seed oat to Fletcher, which i" cow ucctrhe- 1 by two coia-anm 



let;. I ho"0 they will have n a -a; 1 !• imo . 

I am very vucb pleased eiih tin, result uf tdm.? ^jnefiuiis 
thiMiijy-A-nf the country. I a"- not ae roJienl ns yur coo, Iref saifici- 
enfly so to rejoice thai the oO -called domoerafie periy hae aot 
triumphed, T would always prefi? that a? hare two parties an-' tUn t 
they hiould to very nearly equally divided, hut the present, time is 
an except i onal ouc } but I "ij.v:; no business to write anything o bout 
politics, I simply vault the party who conducted and caiieled on x he 
reel- for th^ Union to remain in power rati] the questions which caused 
fee war are ccitl:! I iaard s'fricad cf yores cay tlial ii ;rv. b-e 
rot safe ;u<y a-oecb at aed .ben you were ircainielod , yen would be~~e 
been sure of an election, but even ae it war, th?;--- was ire cheese 
for Tattle. 

Hsnieaci: ie up beieo end "e have Chounecy bobbr-v^r for Adj\»„ 
Cleuoral* "Eutston 5 s s T s.n sorry to scy s Chief n uarf. emast er„ Fred 
Myer-." is ."till iaw.e end has received no o^dma-. He is btk Lieut , 
Col, T douci, if "m, -yeas is eoi e thou ''-''ajar., J bear that be is 
junior Limn,, Col, 

den„ Hoffmen doolieod a ae out to bee: hemic i "hie, ibi: aa-l T 3e 
not cbiri- he wi 17 yet + he offer ampin, Carle tor is beyt throe, 
n-'a-i '."'sea le to be Inspector Hermral ef the be.parf;m. ; s i, rati! spreny 
and ?• aires;' • T vidr J - A neu Ounte. 

T do net think they have so'eotee "he bee! men been the 
Vol's, fee the new :-ato "nfmonts raid tboaybt perhaps they w^aila ret 
have ther. Yon r " , y bee-- coase to tbiak dT'iei/Soet a fine fjoldior. 
Pehr'ape V' is 4 Carney world ret ceil hie, properly ea^ ia that 
respect, if in ae uthev, hv is a sensible lli; -. n . Gel . Joniiiroi: wes 
defeated here In the recent election. This loots ae f b.ouryh Lea\ on- 
worth wne. ;a. ulinr, e-:n-e ideas of ..bseeney Into its no-bJle. 

Junction is g-Lla.ng to be e tie; pleo: . T_alll ; ell ;:ov e let, 
if you say :--c at a peon round price "heiii- es its you," Out. ^mal' 
has laae.r ordered to^'nvras at Louisville. He is mneb ;le-esed 
Haines is naieh nleasea at beigg of foiled boston, Tboy fr->i off-red. 
him Loaisville but he deel-Ure-d it." 




On dovomber 15th T started .-rxst fov ben v c rl- fee;^ t r,- r;i -„- c e 

of presunti,;y the e, d. of tar' s^oee^e '.be ^an-d oi birecters 



and also for the purpose of aalur^ pleas for the -and; euriny tire 






next jesr. 

On November 18th, X reeeiv-d the .fell ov toy letter fre.i he 

Henry Faenam 'vhe ee.s in "berie: 

"Yours of the IGlb ef July was reeei^^d 'the - r i ae! of this 
month on my reiser: t„ this eity a-ter -? ra.a^«s nbarce w^.i-b I 
have b-ee^n e nding in En & laad , Scotland and Ireland, I am eeyhb ^.sb 
to hn Pr a rr , lu vul1> and more than, hap.-.b to learn fvov- anoaiee -saia'Ct.- 
tbet v G ar e^enoes pjx -ood fee tad ira a -eat la the rent Gona;roce. 
T have not"]0'-t si--bt of you ^urbc our feu- yea-'e strryr7e ,ov a 
nati-rel exi^'tanoe, in wbi-h yen have Uk-a a a;loreons f^i, anu 
eltheuph it has not been convenient fee me to write :,or drains thao 
time, f bare nevertheless apyimeiaiob year every offer t drrnya thar 
to- ib"'- efu^-::]e end it now y'-aee .-e pleeeur^ to sesame o- e ola 



acquaintance and correspondence „ 

I am glad to learn from you that there Is a fair pros .ect that 
Council. Blu:'fs will bo reached by a railroad. It would douhlt.esa 
be gratifying to ray pride to have been the first to reac K ft a 
Missouri by rail, as I was the first to reach m-nlcago (from the east'' 
the Mississippi, and the first to 1- \y the iron tract end plcnt th? 
locomotive in Iowa, But by action of circumstance beyond my control, 
ray train became overloaded with brakernan, w'-.cse interests it was 
to stop the train for a time, snf to get we off,, hoping,, I suppose, 
that 'by ?o doing thoy might get on better. Yon know too well ''all 
the oircumstonoes to make It necessary for me to peruse the subject 
further at this time, 

I return ha.rewl.th, properly executed , the deed yon sent me 
of lots No, 9 and 10 in block 43 and lots No's. 12 and It in block 
61 in the Riddle Tract division in the City of Council Bluffs (for 
the sum of $500 not to be paid) which deed, please deliver to 
Messrs, Blair a: talker at your discretion, as suggested in your 
letter. If it is not inconsistent Kith your arrangements with B & W. 
make them pay you for your trouble in getting this deed and any 
little expenses yon may have been to, such as postage < e --c." 

I arrived in New York on the lOtia and stopped at the St. 

Nicholas hotel ^ 1 was In Hew York several days working on my 

report and consulting with the company,, On November 22nd I submitted 

my report to them of the lines crossing the Black Hills , which was 

as follows: 

Ch, En.gr 's Office U.P.R.R.Cc. 
Omaha., N.T. Nov. 15, 1.360. 

T. 0, Dux-ant, Esq., 

V. P . & Gen , Mgr . U . p . F. , R . , 

SO Nassau St. New York, 
Dear Sir— -I have the honor to submit the following report of my 
examination of the different railroad surveys across the Rocky 
mountains from Denver to Lo.ro.mle Canon, and of approaches to them 
from Julesburg. 

1 shall consider them separately: 

I. The crossing of the mountains, 
DILu The approaches from the fast to the base of the moun- 
tains, 

I, The Crossing of the Mountains. 

The preliminary lines via Clear Creek and Berthoud ? ass to 
the Middle Parle, were run by Mr. P. T. Brown, Asst. Engineer. Also 
the reconnoissanee of pass at the head of the tributaries of Clear 
and "'oulder Creeks, I gave these lines a personal examination 
but obtained the data for them from his surveys. 

Lines ?Jest from Denver, 

I. The Clear Creek and Berthoud Pass Line. This line leaves 
Denver, and runs directly over a rolling prairie country to Golden 
Citv, a distance of 14 1/2 miles. The grades are heavy, 

A better line could be obtainsd. by following the Platte River 
Valley to the mouth of Clear Creek, then up Clear Creek, to Golden 
City/ entering Eihe canon at that point. This line increases the 
distance four miles, but materially reduces the grades. 

At Golden City, Clear Creek Ca on is entered an" following 

15 3/4 miles. 

The greater part of the way the canon is close, crooked and 
'its sides precipitous. It requires several twelve degree curves. 
There are 9 f miles of curved line, with a total deflection of 
4662 degrees. 

A 1 s o 6 ; 1 miles of t ang e n t , 

4,975 feet tunneling. 

9.00 feet truss bridging. 

About 190,000 cubic yards ro-uk excavation, excluding tunnel- 
lug . 

Also 180,000 oubla yards of loose rock excavation and 50,000 
yards of earth excavation. 



yards of earth excavation. 

In passing through the canon, the bed of the creek descends 
1,544 feet in 15 f miles. For the greater part of the dj stance it 
requires a maximum grade of 116 feet to the mile. 

Above the canon, as far as the Porks, the valley widens, and 
the grade varies from 60 feet to 95 feet per mile. Above the Forks, 
the bed of tho stream rises rapidly, in some places 300 feet to the' 
mile. To overcome this elevation, the line follows the slopes of the 
mountains up the tributaries of Clear Greet: and hack until it roaches 
Berthoud Pass, 

The grade is a maximum of 116 feet per- mile the entire distance, 
Berthoud Pass is eighteen miles from the Forks of Clear Creek, 

Berthoud Pass is a depression in the Mountains on the north 
side of Clear Greet , its direction being glmost north and south. Its 
elevation is 6,124 feet above the Platte River at Denver, or 11.304- 
feet above the sea. 

To pass the mountain here, it will require a tunnel tO, miles 
in length, the entrace being 1,364 feet below the summit. 

( After passing the mountain, it requires a maximum grade, for 
11 1/2 miles, to enter the head of the Middle park, where v;e reaui 
grades that for five (5) miles, average 75 feet to tin- mile, "The 
total amount of truss bridging on the line from Denver to Middle* 
Part: via Clear Greek and Berthoud* s Pass, is 4,445 feet, 

1 submit the following table of grades, which indicate the 
impracticability of the route as compared uith either of these 
crossing the mountains further north-- 

Grades from Denver to Berthoui .Pass, 
1 1 » 455 mil e s, , Le ve 1 . 

0.341 " . , , , , o to 20 ft. per mile. 

6.417 " . ■. . . ...... .20 " 40 " " " 

2,705 " .......... .40 " 60 "■ " " 

4,9S4 " .......... .60 M 80 " " " 

3.200 " . . . .'..,... ,60 "100 " " " 

41.259 " .......... .100 to 116 " " " 

53,552 " total distance from Denver to Tunnel. 
3.1 " Tunnel 

Descending West to Hid die Park: 
11.85 miles grade of 100 to 115 feet per mils. 

5e i« n > 75 it " ii ii 

77.680 " total distance from Denver to Middle park, 

2. Boulder Pass, 

Thie Pass is approached by South Boulder Creek or by Middle 
Boulder Creek, Both of these have canons nearly as long and bad as 
Clear Creek Canon. 

1'iih a shorter distance to tin- foot of the Pass than the line 
to Beethoud Pass, the elevation is 11,700 feet above the sea. Using 
all distance which can be gained running up by South Boulder and 
back again, with a maximum grade of 116 feet, it mill require a tunnel 
of 5.99 miles in length. 

Ihio route (the Boulder Pass) having all the disadva. tages of 
the route via Clear Creek, and Berthoud pass, I deem unnecessary to 
further dwell upon its merits. 

The passes leading from the tributaries of Clear Creek that 
¥ie re e xam ine cl , a re : 

Argentine Pass, et the head of Leavenworth Greet: (A branch of 
South Clear Creek.) 

Quail Greek Pass, at the head of O.uail Creek (Branch of South- 
Clear Creek.) 

Jones' Pass, at the head of the Middle Fork of the North Clear- 
Creek, 

Vaaquea'a Pass, four miSies Weet of Berthoud Pass, 

Also a Pass at the head of Fall River, 

And, a Pass at the head of North Boulder Creek, 

Argentine is the highest of all the Passes , nearly 13,000 feet 
above the sea; and Berthoud Pass is the lowest, 

Berthoud is the only one if is practicable to reach with a 
grade of UC feet per mile. 

The examination of the mountains immediately rest of Denver 
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has settled the question 02 to the feasibility of the road cvvseiir" 
then in that d:reet— for r.o line that can be oHaLo^ ran eosv.a^c' 
in cost, grsdoe, niatancn, function, end obstruct l ens frois r^o^. 
vii th any one of the lines crossing the Bleed Hil3 Ran^u of the End v 
t contains, 

"While rruuiinc; this line, br 6 Peer" had to cross? tho mount oins 
twice, with eaov 15 feet dopp; ond on September 8th hi? party wore 
driven off of the mountains by ^ severe ,,ro7 storer-, ha-ing to"at.3:!hi; 
the troiispo^teii on and stock and resbe the vaIIoj- on the eest sisg: to" 
save his part:/, waiting for- n change of wee then to return and finish h 
Ills srevoys,, 

So far a3 our .. xplorat ens indicate, oven if \*/c could cr<~ss tho 
moiiiibaiii;: hero, wo should have also fc cross two secondary •'ranges, 
a) Hi bear strongly north, making a crossing of Green River", noar the 
crossing ol' l, -ia Road's pii,-l Mr, Evans' linos in 13Ge and iPCed, to 
obtain a practical'? lino over' the "rfssaleh to Salt Lata-.. 

Tho iwiveaetiosbi] iky of the 3 ino west of Denver -^elna deter- 
mines „ h rings ns to a consideration of the 

Line a through the E^r^r Hill Range of the Reeky 
Mountains 
Tho formation r the Ranges , its peculate featar-s« live course 
of the streams leadline; to and through it, enable as f~ obtain prac- 
ticable linos, although tho extr-ne.e height above the plains la* great- 
er than at Bridger's Pass, or at Sou Mi Pas". Through the main, rvn^e 
good grades a:re attainable vith livited amount of v/orlx. 

Th.is Plaoh Rill range jnts off from the main range at ibv 
Cache, le Po'udreRiveig,, and trends almost due north to Laravie PjOk, 
Here the range again divides, one ridge re" reeking to the west, follow- 
ing the course of the horth Platte River to the" 3eeet ^vte.v River, 
where it. 'irons out in the general high elevation of the eoiudery, 
emerging into what is hoeinn as the Rattlesnake Hills, 

The other range trends northeasterly to the great bond of the 
belle Favreko Fork of the Cheyenne River, and is offer e:uvh. traced to 
and north of the trieaouri River by the prominent deteched 'fountains 
a;: I bvtios so wel"! knows ii- that country. 

Cutting this range .tiessicl of ir.onntains at near] a eight eng] s^y a 
an! paeecrg entirely thu-ugh tire" 1 , aro !dio Bid 1 -.- Porsche, rp.-gcere , 
North Ploldv end lerevie Rivers, All rise through oarers for a dis- 
tance of Pd: to 15 mih-r., end do fee ?s wo he v e firaehe.d, gdw- 71 ° nat~ 
ural fall to n-v- rc + er of from 110 to 210 feet po;.- mil.) . 

Those canons are impracticable for raj 1 road purposes. 
Ovei' this range of wouu tains 111', d„ "■ , '''vans, Ri vision Rngineer, 
has :eun five eistinot lines, and hoc ereesirod numerous ethers, 
Tii»--. lines, which hove been se rvoyod arc tlixj 
Co che. I "i Pondro , 
(Vow free ok. 
Cheyenne poss, 
Larrerie Canon. 

Lone Tree end Crow free]; Divine Lines., 
Heavy grades ; , wort ^Perotier , mow and ofhe.' ohstaelec had 
dot o rem 3 nee. in our own. entnb-g. "heyoud a doubt, that no line norl 1 - of 
Laramie Ganer. coall h>_. fraud oirosiug the merge that weule compere 
favorably with fir lines south. 

We" an';, therefore, in ovt erar-ins tieue > confined fc Mere "un 
sonth of lernrte Rrso-'n 

The selient feature of + ho "lach ^111 Range, betveeen La..aSui,e 
Canon en 1 d cede l<i PocuhM Riovg is, that the greatvst height of flr^ 
i-ren-v is at flv.-yiene Pus- the vountains descending eae^ 1 wag than fh°t 
c.oinl. The ntains at the base partalv 1 -.■>£> the sesie jharee te..d.svie , 
reeol\ie th J e highest elevetlen near Oa-p Uaibecb, rr.d deseeidLtng 
each we;. - toward inho 1" ^eie^re and Lere-el-.j Rihcn^ 

Th---' he.i lrt ef tho range at Che\cn :i - Pass (head of Lodge Pole 
ilrooic ^ is ............. , .3,oPC feet. 

At A A .oelop... Pass (near the haad of ec ef the t.ibrierie^ 
of tin 1 Cache le Pondroe ........ .3, Odd f-nvt, 

hva. Sybeibv; pass (near Lerceeie Rives) * <s ; . ",,020 r e^j L . 
The ait ifrdo s of the pd.aires et the haso e re as fecGOwa: 
M Cai'p wedhaelc (ease of I he RlacL Pills "t obioyenue Puss^ ?»0'i0 j 
la ?orl M { at, th-v; dohou-eho of Cculr "! .•. Poudro River) PC"'?' xVol. 



Laaanio ?dvcc s o l -o. ibh of C.n.on. ....... ,i,6C0 f n " l » 

II i, 1 -'';'.:":,". 1 ar;-ara thai whfVo tho an:. oils oi those "'u^atains 
i'iu.7 only u0~ fa: 1 from Aaioiopo Id.) as to Cli 5*0 uu- rasa, Iho -labia 
at tha bnaa of tha a,jrma.i.ino fro:!' IV'i Ionia to Oonp hhilboeh rise 
1,000 foot abowiii: that fo should sash a 0iO.j3t.aP, at; nana this paint 
is p.rao li oobb;, to avoid ovaooondinp noaiody donbla fa-; fij.: -p,; tha 

!.-• CUilO .1 ->. S t a 00 , 

dd'n Ev'.-'.a, this y/ao. run " lino i.haaupb. Loa.aa.in C onion: 

Tho disbands ihoauph 3 In a biraet ? i>r > lb ..... 1-1 ;..il.o^. 

" " by tho Canon .......... ,f r - nil.^s. 

nocjpai i. I.uo; a naniiauv g^ado most of tho ,-13 stouna , ^na tho mad, ■ •• • ba^vy 
thai it is iav-raot leablr for railroad purpaa^s, 

b r a aao, thornfoua eonfiaodi. In a erossiap, to a cho:'--. ,v t-t.o : - ;; 
Choyonno Tubs ami Ante bona Pass, 

In this orostrina, while ao hav-~ -^ dlclar.ce e-f oor-e n.ar niles 
no nth nad south, t^ n::a:i i.no on the east base of tha; '.ronr tains, c>e 
the i"ost aide, vn, ore oonflnod to a distance of Sinue tcr. n.ilia; f'u 
dabonobos of IN: dhoyanru and Anttdiop.., posses be in-'; ^ifhba thai distane; 

All the 1:uiob thna hca r ? bo-Oii an a v-o ye d , ai^o dot^eaino iho foot 
that erossi np Ida.; aoiuan viuu by tha valleys of fh-: sieoaaa is 3 a.- 
practicable ,~ All the sireans caaan to tho aouodni.no. aa, f c rime a , 
and (ftv;- po^ad. cau:vafa. ! o aa 1 had dineaii ea boaaosece, a? a; tha 
solaces the n 3v to ac sapid that •«;■ yaraou aoach t 1 -": ox-aril "'itb 
can 1 a^aadaa. oaaont, by -'unriel tap . 

'do a.v" 1 iho oof ere, compelled to tat: a the rlopn oT tha nuiualinns 
laadt-o^ La eti'^^tp 0.0 ib^ Inld^s hat-a-a/i + h?. .'if far :ai stao-a-a, 

drolt^e ,;:or leolllnp faafnae is, that a 1 — oaaai th^ piaa-tta aa^ 
aadimaataay rocdia cona t, pathar 5a thaac ^a)aaLala; } fh-:?-^ 1o paT,"- 
al'ly on abiaipt aiao of fao" 1 tOd to lyuCO loot ah:loh 5t hr.a h .••■•••-. fonii 
IiupaaaliO'dxLo to ovoa-aa, aa all ^tvida linaa,, axoapt one —Tha 
Toil- 7v-:)j aa'' fh-ov; Croat lino,, 

And fhla io t 7 ->.e lino I proiro fa -aaaidaa, 

I ihall aoL diaenss on Siva do tills of Py npoyenaa Paaa 1 a^j 
ah 4 ah ho r: been founo iapraoticabl ^ , f^a v-onf of dtataao,- to .yvev- 
co-..i(.' .do aai.fi. on 0; aoi'tlio Haoho la Paudoa , not tdi- old Gi s aa Ca,of, 
liiV'-o, o-oopt oaoipara Lira? p , aa tbo re aorta of ta, fvaaa, of ' uo aool 
*,04 discloao dally th-ta pao:-iia^a- ; faatavoa. 

ttilh Lh.o p-ofiia and --oat of tha 00 , both poaaaolf aad Lho 
coiaioiix-; o..ao fvniiliar. 

Loao Tao--: aal Crov; Qvacl;, Ia-"ida L-Ui-s, 

f^ia t luo eoai.aavcas aaeondinp the '"onuliiaa In tho nail op if 
nrov; Vi^,,l< about lot, 41° 10 1 and lonapil/ude 104 47 « . 

Tho dtaido lino b'-taoon T.oa? Troo arad Croa Caoek is raached 
n'ilda oasv paadea :.noi li^ht a'oah. 

Tt^caoaaos tho .inaati on. -f t.ho aadir.ianf nay aivi paat\l + 3 rcc:a 
at a ooiot ahav- fV.oy" con* to^alh?o at neaaly tha saaa loaala 
r Ui p id -;:; the aal- ooint, so fan aa dioco^nod, nhaoa this oo(ai..-s 
i £ . tho so aauofains. At Ihia point an atactica of J, s 16a foot is 
aaachod in 1S.1 miles, hoin 3 the aawe racai-rlia-i an -hich all cthaa 
lii""-s ti.-aao to commence their aoaaiit. 

The ^«u<aTba:iaa, at this noinf , ant; nut info tha plains in n 
sancoaaian oT aidgaa, So rQ twaafy -ilos in lan-th, ahile at all 
other ^ointa tho nuxiniainn end abnnntly, f-U5np in cue nlae at ,os 
basa fro a POO to l,fi00 faat, 

Th- ]iaa follows tho r:M-a bataao-n aon.i Tno-aad Crow o lv «a., 
nahiap tlia car-it r>t Kiaan?* pass, with an -t-vation of 8,24.C feoa 
rbovo Via aoa, tbanca to tha crossing; of bale n r ooa noan us h3aa } 
tn^hy avoM^na tho haavy cnoaalD 5 aiado by tha Cacha In Poiv're 
3 inr" j t on-ro-o tha divida bafnaoa fola'doool: bxi6 Laaaaic riaina, 
iast'nonth of Antalop' Paaa; it then iron: idatoly ^anonda, with a 
oanifora olopo, to Laaau- flaiao, piaiao- vr. n^apda, a ■oanai,n^ w.- , - 

+ + ,n.,„,,. ,p .ha e -,?a a I inaiit arado aacandfaa v;e;'u„i 
10 t ^:ril^"hoo Iho aama foatana in ita daaconf thot hs common, 
to ,ii" t ofhaL--'liaaa„ The aaoonl to ba ovrcow to )«each f.a snroiia 
on 'Ai* ifi U D, 3S0 ic^ 1^ 31.7? ^ilos; ahH.o by ^-hao la -oaano 
ii; hS; L ornate Z-OW feat in 13,5 ^ilaa o.nd by Choyoona 
Pi 00 i aid fac-t in 11-. 5 6 miles- 

Pa °^ tf;"'c,in^i-taoa of pfadaa ohoao, total ascant ,- bona Taoa^and 
Oron drcat -livlclc line of . . . . - ........ • ^ p^ A, t ; t --« 

A total d-aacnt of /..:.....-;•••,'',' ' -—^-iiii— 

1'OL.al a 8 a a ut. ana. 

d on ao at f f GG5 foot. 
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Cn Cache La PoiVre line ascent- .......... .5,535 feet, 

descent ......... . .1,0 54 " 

Total ascent and descent . . . . . •! ,-o80 " 

This shows 1,7:11 feet more of ascent and descent to over--- 
ooiv:e on the Gacho la Poudre lino,- than on Lono T^o and Crow Crepk 
divide lino. 

On the Cache la Poudre line, I think, from an oxattiuatou of 
the country, at least two-thjv-ds p the maximum grade can ho re- 
duced to 100 foot per rile; but it will materially increase the 
work, ami may require a tunnel whore the -sedimentary and gralniie 
rocks conic together, 

brills e the grades on the Lone Tree raid Crow Creek Dlvleti line 
can all bs reduced to 90 feet per nilo without, materially Ineroaeln"' 
the work. In fact the location of this line will materially 
d e c r e a e e t h e wo r k . 

The alien meat and direction Is far superior to those of any 
other practicable line, and will not require a arrive to exceed six 
degrees; while the Cache le Poudre line requires curves of at least 
twelve degrees. 

It le free frov canons; following a cHIvide, if has compara- 
tively little bridging, not one- third the amount required in Cache 
le Poudre route. Only one bridge of any magnitude will be 
necessary , vi^;,, at the croseing of Pale Creek, 4 50 feet Howe's 
truer; ? thie can ! e dispensed with by filling up the 'valley, if de- 
sired. 

The cost nee mile will bo about one-third to one-half lose the 
that of the Cabbie la Poudre line. 

If we cowrnence grading early in the spring en this line- we 
can crocs the mountains with the track in 1867, 

Fro tt! snow, we need feer no trouble., The road being built on 
ridgesj It will not be so easily drifted as the other liimue which 
follow valley, canon and slope, and are subject to heovy drilling 
In that high 3 --titude. 

Fuel air 1 timber for ties, stone for etructure aleng this lino, 
are about the eame ae found on Cache la Poudre, or Cheyenne Pass 

line. 

And finally , it le the ehortest and easiest of approach from ■, 
moudh of Lodge Pole Creek; while it has the same facilities of 
approach from Denver that Cache le Poudre line hae, evefpt that of 

distance. 

Over this line distance increases on branch lino, --bile over 
the Cache la Poudre line the increase of distance ie In the main 
liim ) with a decrease of <bietanee In the branch line. So far as 
all our srrveye demonstrate, and from a personal examination of the 
different lines, and the mountains, I era of the opinion that there 
Is no euestlonwhere we should cross this range of mountains. 
We shonin without doubt, choose the Crow Creek -nd Lone Tree divide 

line. 

This question settled,, the approaches to this line remain to 

be considered. Of these, there are four that have been curve vodpvls . 
1. The Lodge Pole Creek line surveyed by Inn, Evans, 
gg The Pawnee Creek vlne ? surveyed bv ^r„ L, C. bills, 

3, The Cut Bluff Creek line, " ' " 

4. The Crow Creek Valley line, 2 " Mr. Evans. 

Th,?- distance over each are as follows, faking w.oufh of Lodge 
Polo Creel; as the Initial, and the crossing of Crow Greek as the 
intersecting point: _ _,.„„_, 

Loire Pole Cceelc .......'...... ,io/«,oi wuc-t>. 

Platte Valley and Pawnee Creek ....... .170,75 ^ 

Platte Valley s Cut bluff and Crew Creek 1 . 133.83 ^ 
Platte Vabley and Crow Creek . .,..<... 211.83 
grades^ direction, alignment, bridging, and cost of grading, 
pre all in favor of the Lodge Pole Creek line. 

Whirls Pawnee Creek and Crow Creek lines run through the 
eastern' r"im of the Coal B*sin, and the.lr branches to Decver will 
be. rdiorter and cheaper oer mile than from Lodge Pole Creek line. 

The question naturally arises whether It would not be be leer 
to decrease the distance on the vain through line and Increase It on 
the branch to Denver, even In case the ehortest main line would not 
cownare in grades, coot and alignment, with the line having the ■ 
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shortest branch to Denver. 

The distances from Omaha to the junction is Laramie Plains ? 
crossing the mountains on Lone Tree ani Crow Creek livide line 
are as felloes; 

Omaha to Laramie Junctions via Lodge Pole Creek, S7H. 73 miles 
Branch by this line to Denver, down Lono Treo 
Creek and Platte Valley 
total distance main line and branch 

Omaha to Lacamia Junction, via Pawnee Creek 
Branch to Denver trainmen ah of Pawnee Creek 
Total distance main lino and branch 

Omaha to Larap e Junction, via Pawns e Creek 59 3,82 

Branch to Denver via jane t ion of " " 

via row Creek Valley at Station 2,83S_ ^?..90_ 

Total distance main lie e and branch " 693772 

Omaha to Laramie Junction via Crow Crock line 646 „ 53 
Branch to Denver up Platte Valley 5 0,35 

Total length main line branch 7Q*2" e '78™ 
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This comparison choirs that Lodge Polo Greek line with long 
branch to Denver, gi-'es less road to build and maintain than any 
one of the other lines; and its branch runs through the Lone Tcce 
and Crow Creak coal fields for at least fifty miles; and is with 
in easy roach of the coal and iron beds on the Lkioua, Boulder and 
Clear Creeks, 

There is one other line being run, known as Cut Bluff Greek 
line, which loaves the Platte River nearly opposite Fort Morgan. 
39 miles cast of month of Crow Crock, This line promises better 
grades and shorter distances than the line up Crow Crook, and in 
the comparison would be as follows: 

Omaha to Grow Creek junction, via Cut Bluff 

C re e k ( e s t i ma t a d ) 
Branch to Denver, via up Platte Valley 

Total distance main line and branch 

Branch to Denver, from Station 3,555 of Crow 
Creek line (the point of junction) 
Total distance main line and branch 

This comparison in distance shows the route by Lodge Polo 
to be the shortest, counting the branch and main line together. 
Perhaps a better comparison of distances would be from mouth of 
Lodge Pole Creole, a point common to all lines, to the intereaecting 
point in the Crew Creek Valley, via the Crow Creek crossing, which 
is as follows: 

Lodge Pole Creek line 

Branch to Denver, via Lone Tree Valley and Platte 
Valley (estimated) 
Total j main line and branch 
Lodge Pole Creek to Crow "reek Junction via 

Pawnee Creek line 
Branch to Denver from mouth of Pawnee Creek, 
up Platte Valley 

Total distance, main line and branch 
Short Branch from Grow Creek, Smitten, 2823 

Lodge Pole Creek,, to Crow Creek Junction, via 

Crow Croc line ■ < 

Branch to Denver, mouth of Crow Creek 

Total (I i s t anc e , m a i n 1 i ne and b r anc h 

To sum tro these statements: 

Lodge Pole Creek main line is 33.44 miles shorter than Pawnee 
Crook line. 

It is 50*60 miles shorter than Cut Bluff lino. 

It is 70,60 miles shorter than Crow Greek Valley line. 

It is 57,00 miles shorter than Cache la Poudre line. 
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It has toot aiignwent, costs loss per rile, haa bo-', gi-adee, 
and leer, h pidgin-; ---a when coreid^:-od with branch to Denver, en tor a 
the Ij-'Sf- coal fields, and has loss road to run -.nd bnii.i than are of 
I .he oth^r li!\;?;7„ 

Cora tacrine, the lines in' a purely oncineerir-g point of vien ,' 
I •■■'o rot hesitate "bo give the opiraor thai the Lodge Polo Creel: 
.approach to the baae of the rouolair.a is fer superior to el] others 
and should be alerted „" 

V.'ilb -hie report I submit' r J a report or the line free Crow 
Greet Lo Denver, which you rill oae in ry re poet, was 112 uolleo lory 
the grades not to exceed 50 f°et per rile, fhie line rree directly c , g 
froHi Crow Creel: ? nee Cheyenne ? to the 'r.ewfh of the Cache le ""truO re , 
nor known a a Greeley an.i thence followed the Platte right to Denver. 
It in the 1;L" o^er which the Denver lino was built. 

Alter full consideration cf this report hy the Doord,. '.h<=>y took 
the following action upon it; 

"The Council tec on Location an- 1 r 'onet reef lor , to when wee referred 
the Deport of Coneral Dodge , Ch.iuf rugineer or the ee-eral rouiee 
or'-acing !li° Rocky Fount ainc, uiurninionely reeeo'^e.r- 1 the adoption 
of the S»dge Pole Creek line eroaoing the roeetairo en the -tone Trx'C 
and Crow Creel: divide line, 

lh\ olyeecnan offered the following resolution, which was adopted, 

Easoh'o1 5 That the report of the Cowo ; ltt->e or Location end 
Oous'oruc. ti;m , which wee founded on the report of the Chief i ~upiueoo and 
eoneiureecl in hy the Consulting Engineer, re received and the* route 
therein ifodioated he adopted, and is hereby declared an the general 
routs for the location of th:is company' e road aeoreo x he Placl; Hllla, 
ard ttic E.c.ioehivo 0u'."nd ',ioe bo directed to art aecerdl iglgY and 
that the export of the Chief- "Engine or he printed Ir a -.rgh 1 !: forr st 
an ea.ety dayy 

Ur B IvtcOowb offeecd the f el toeing reeeln 1 * r- y, •'•hi. eh was 

adof.tr;':! ; 

Reeolvedj "Tliet tho Corral" toe o;.> Location nrrl Constructive he 
i notrxiclrri he inquire iuto tire expediency of hav irg e braneh read 
froie tho nearest accessible point on the Union Pacific ^ailroad to 
Denver Ciey, -rid vj-.-.crt a place at an early day. 

The Conrli U.-:.~ "u Location (^:i^ Ccnctruc ti cr , to whc"f wee ecfe-red 
the cubj.,'Ci of Lho Dciw^o Branch hey 1 .ewe -n roportL 

That in th .-v r iptd-Pent n eouneoti or '-nth 'he 'rlr'.ug ration cf 
Co 1 •j cade ie of yrrV' intereet to fhle dupery ? to tbe Natr...r at^largOj, 
en.'! o;jp,o : i-r[ iy , "'or on to take its place a^ong the Stat.ee of the nien. 

The branch epuii the rerto rrcorr^nded 1^7 i h e Chief Engineer* 
11? riles in length , aecir''es the great?! 1 public Invpertaneo frc"' the 
feet rioted ^y h h' , booed upon recent arariuati .rr made by th-., juclo- 
gist employed by th" Corpary, thai aleng i + rorfe or Lone Tree Creck t 
and a 1 30 en Crow Creel b'-th coal ard iro : o-le!.„ 

T J ' ie .1. •;"vr r toi t , fr ; -, ■ t.h e r » a a a be e e 1 1 re e f re i 1 we y , ^pr- red i .' 1 
vr :ih tr - i-nj.- 1 "--' frer.' w T >i eh. la>.ei'el bronchia car hereerter be bui.lt 
to 'fbo'"rdrrng ecrir-oc rniuelrg up Cleee doe" , "Rou3 -U-r n r o3k an- rfou 
v-ej !•=>-..• r . Tto c^e n Iviii'.- at the baee end the ^m, 1 beerieg guarts or> the 
Piop^lr the renoLsin ."'rnilceado will becewp' eeeert 1-] , ret anly 
f 01 n -nnon:g t rar enertat ic a , but. to brir- th - o^ee ard tho frel fop-tho'c 
'ivhen t,ho econty eu^yl y ef'rorntain nine -held • hr ^,e been e:deeueted , 

'i're Corarjttee will etate further , that ir re eo-reendieg tho 
T.O'b'p f'ef o and Crow VvcxV. routee Trr td-? rrrrn line of the re^,d, 
the°irreidate construct ion of this branch hy ecru mare, was cone id- 
ee ed es a nnd of tho plan. 

The rode ef rai?.i>v flu? ;neaae dnoa rot core ^i+hj,r. gie cccpe 

of the roeeont encnii^y » 

lho Urieri Pacific Railroad will nrelrhly b ffl oppr.-?d + : the 

.p, nc .+ u^ of fh« inrngi b^ the Autrur of l^o'? 9 at whie"H t.ina, 
the laurn-ef the trach or the ^bi;arch fewarde Denver car. Id he 
oor'^uo^-% ^ r ™'^3 wei-e nvovTioc* 



' ,'■' 



On December 1.0, 1.866, I wrote to. General Sherman giving bin 
the decision as to our crossing of the Bla^b Fill.-?., an fed Love: 

"1 rlsneu yon. at Detu"o,e, , a] eo hrr? , ' : Vr-f -; daigireun i< aeo von- 
but rr. glad yen h^ve go no '^-° ^s-siecg for 1 believe" you will keep toe 
out of trouble, I do not wont to are any were v;ar-j and I hope you 
will keep us fro™- any, 'end eoon return to take care of ve on the 
plainer «, 

T will gi"'.; j'ov. briefly our pgoroee:, ke crossed the forth 
Platte, iuf.be latior part of TTcvenber; arc now 302 wiles vort f 12 
osil.es vert of Worth Platte, ?-'ill bo at eeagcewiok by May loyh. After 
my return frov the wotintains, T reeevmiended a now line- over ib~ Black 



lie!"'., of course , aoeo noo suit, inoir io.u.eree», , out, i enm.. <nnu, or:, i. 

tho country better then if wo deflected' couth to catch their trade s 
We 'Will bo at fha base of tho wouniaine narly, avid serosa the T. arable 
irar Sounder -Uu-ing ISC?," 

While I was 'in hew York, I presorted wy piano for the verb of 
the next yepr. The company was being pressed to wise "vauoy for the 
wort but the unexpected ign- v i ai; i '■ i ig of the ornosing ef the Flack 
Hide, at oo small e coot, gave then; are at encouragement and alee 
tho fact then ?o eoon r: we reached the Black Hill's, we world receive 

per mih ^, ^ for lCotni}es 

felfhOGo in 'hoiide, anno a great help in the Oouipany'e financing the 
roaci, 'dp to that time, they hod beer receiving only f 10, 000 
ner oiile fron the OovcriWiient but the great eeet of the road roetri red 
wore funda than tiiuy wore r-v-o .'.-,. in; , fron the o3-.le of their bonde. 

Iron wao cc sting no oboat C' 1 ^' P or ton laid doWn aud °" ur tios 
run fron $1.50 to f,b«00 ant bridge lumber in the cave proportion 
end we could not expect much decrease in the cost of anything 
until we reached the Black Hills. I was in hones of reducing the 
cost of Material early ir 1.807, ty having tho Northwestern joad 
connect with no, we planned to build to the foot ef the neuntains 

the next year. 

On my return to Onieba, I received the folio-win" letter fron 

General v ! . dyers, on freight ever the Union. Pan if lei 

UMZko., l/ (er 

"Your 1 M.tor Torn New York is received,, 1 have inst returned f 
fr > ™ wy little jaunt to Loiiievillug Oino innate? , de . ? r ae e little 
disnonne inter.! at net. eeeing you. The President of tire Pacific, 
v n .h v.. Fast Freight Company informs we that he has a Iv-rge 
amount of freight at St. Louis for Denver 'and other places west, 
, r1 e i. ;r , ee-inee ne fe ret a nro position fro- your Oonprny to devlvdr 
Qvor" V ow route. If Ionian do so, the off of is to be wade to 
u, G.'rrovolliiu, President of the Oouipnn,y s ft, Louis, 

1 find that General Donaldson and deigs look with apparent, 
pi .-PI ike at' the plar to surely thn Poote en the Platte fron Omaha, 
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Their letters to me shoe tort they -'o net sec it Ip the sar-T' light 
I/hat. 'jrou rod j go, I or pro paring another I o t, t. e i" f ^ei to re. firr- the 



one , 





nenck'-y and advantages to he derived and rill try end orlighten 
then. But hero it. is, if yen <bor' t wakp h b o fight arc! p. stirrr, ,_ 
yon rill be beaten hy the fr.oj.nt Louis sen! Wwsas Cakj reforest s sure , 
at least or. the coming year's rord « I hope "on ror't 1;: t this 
matter go by. You should stride away whtil the order is issued u;^ 
M:.e thing avoided, boy on J a doubt. 

The aroint of' good freight to go ovnr your rerui nest peer 
will, he about os follows , provided the rente of supply io ria Oevshay 
Subsistence Stores- say, 5000 tons. 0.1. Mr. Stores and Grain- 
8000 tons. Up to this time I have sent over your road twenty seven 
hundred and twelve, tone of ston^- miscellaneous," 

It was astonishing to me that the officers of the Government 

took so little interest in a matter that was of arch groat corse- 

nonce to thr Oowrrrrent . Tt was their duty to bend all their 

energy and turn ove^ i.he business they could so tte road on account 

of the fact of" tho tuue.rssl the Govern riant had in thr road rod 

from the fact trinity duly paid one-half rash for the freight. Still 

they preferred to haitl freight from the Idles ouri River Lo the 

plains by team. This letter from Kr. ilyors cdioas their disposition 

plainly, 

1 prote the Secretary of War, a letter on ik* purehse af Siifyhh hy 

which was as felloes; 



A 



December 1 2th, 1066, 



"I desire to call yonr attorfion to the enclosed ecrnunioaf inn 
of Gen* Tonnaendj which if carried out, en.31 wort a doirinort end 
r v r . P «f i i noonvenisirco to ovv Company » In rending ont our Engineering 
nariiee ?ee have to ortfit then for the season; they a.v gerera]ly ? 
% s , t.heir riihjry confined to a country destitute of inhabitants. 
TJntil' ho7 r «. rhen m Inched provisions or required repairs to our 
teams, w^'rove been defendant rron the adjeent military posts,, Our 
parties, all toll, do net amount tn oner fifty or slaty non eni 
r, is imossible to always fully srppty then for the year, 

I woiO'-' tlnvninre rrrsreetfully request that re re ailuvnd to 
prverdeo supplies for their 'cran use from the posts and obtain repcirs 
to thenr tranonortatioe when necessary by paying to Government the 
coat of the provisions, forage and repairs. This would wort no 
ininrv to the eloverrrent - lie it would be a great genefir to no ana 
enable no to mush forward over surveys with greater diepatch. 

t vor Id" farther state that it hae been the custom f o , • us to 
do thi« eirc- re commenced .our surveys, and un-er -all colanders who 
faetd'suthorilv on the plains. Gen, Curtis, Gen. Pope anHOsn. Gran, 
"rthori-ed it", ^hen we ' cere obtain supplies in the country, re snariys 
"ri so? nev-v calling upon Government when they can be supplied from 
any other source," 

At thia date the coot of provisions areay^fror the railroad 
line were flour fts.00 per hundred lbs; oats four cents psr round; 
corn four and on-haif cents per pound and groceries in the sane 

pro port ion « 

While in the East, I sen Mr, P. Smith, Fees . and Kr. George 
Dunif^o^ f the Northwestern road- about obtaining coal for the Union 






p:.o.g : 'ic as s<-on as they reached Oxalic. and T propoas-hroening a mine 
■'-'" f ke 'supply ol' the Union Pacific, It being the shortest haul for 
' L - :: ' : '- c - S e 't coal « The Northwestern- people r/e:ee very glad to ali us 
ed! I "hey could in the matter. 

On December 12, 1SCC, 1 «roie General' St. George P, Cook ' . 
to. ■■•eroission to build some buildings -for the headquarters of our 
.new- ueers for 'the next seasons work at Fl. Sanders, This -was a 
goal which I had established when in command of the Department, 
■'-:..' v~ ted within about one mile of the present Tausnie Station, 
T desired to erect the buildings on the Fort grounds as a protection 
to our engineers and also because our maps, stores, instiumenis, 
and everything valuable would be kept in it and would be safe. 
This promission was given to me exvr 1 during the winter- Mr, James 

A. Eyans' party built a fine two™ story 1 og house, sufficient to 

affiees Amc/ 
accomodate sill our engineers with In v in;?. apartment s . 

On Deemeber 14, 1.866, I wrote to the Hon. J. S. Williams, 

Commissioners of the land office, the following letter; 

"I respectfully request that the Surveyor General of Kansas 
and Nebraska be instructed to run early in the spring s base line 
from near the one luindredth meridian of Longitude to the Eastern 
base of the Rocky fountains, on or near the present located line of 
the TJ. P. R. P„ 1 would suggoet that the Meridian near the point 
mentioned be extended north until a base line running clue west will 
keep in or near the North Ya] ley of the South Platte as far west as 
Fort Sedge iwkc, that a new merdisa he started there and run north so 
that a due- west line will atrike the base of the Rooky Mountains near 
the crossing of the TJ, P„ th R. over Grow "Creek ss shown .in our 
maps on file in the Interior Department. This line would follow very 
nearly the Valley of Lodge Pole Creek, 

The reasons for making this request are briefly:- that we 
have now built one hundred miles of road beyond any base line, 
2nd. By next fall we will bo running to base of mountains «, 3d,. 
As we -nrogress we are obliged to establish our depot grounds, ah ops, 
water- tanks, .sidings, <?-.c . at all such points il draws more or less 
settlements and we are desirous of fixing these stations." 

As we proceeded ? 'est, it was necessary for us to hav-" some 

data to which we could fix our line, which would be more definite 

than the latitude and longitude. If the ' Government extended this 
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■.-Id -at nad. .ni. ■ fne^ the Gcheuad. fee 



vc was so '„■ ;' ■■- ■■■e .... v- .-. -. ■ g. - u 

On dbbuiuugy \th. :ggdg - uooo-r^ei tho fol.lewi.ng lefte- from 
novo -am*, at plreed.c ;• s Jooee K -kg:] ions oo the looalie - at eh..- ban' 
oi the d-cvu,.nd.ne and. a *.j suggestions an tu a wili ten y post, whig- 
hnd Ml;_.- V :dy been agreed aye,; d-d oner; "Vun.V ! din: mm m r--d .ggjeldb 



